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PREFACE 


In an obscure grave in one of the large cemeteries 
of Paris rests the body of the man who for sixty-one 
years played an important part in the affairs of France. 
Gambetta, Hugo, Zola, and others have been honoured 
by their country and their ashes have been borne in 
triumph to the Panthéon, but Thiers was s0 strong and so 
daring that even to-day he has many enemies in France— 
cle, why has not he received a similar honouri It is 
in a humble way to render justice to him and to try to 
explain to the friends of France the nature of one of the 

reatest men that France has produced, that this first 
Foot has been written, The years 1797-1848 that are 
covered by this book are only the preparation for the 
great career and the glory that he achieved in 1870. 
Adolphe Thiers and the French Monarchy will be followed 
in due time by Adolphe Thiers and the Second Empire. 

It would be almost impossible to express adequately my 
gratitude to those who have been of assistance and invalu- 
ableservicetome. In France I am indebted first of all to 
the late Émile Boutroux, Director ofthe Fondation Thiers. 
Only a few months before his lamented death he opened 
the way for my researches in Paris. To Monsieur i 
Malo, Director of the Bibliothèque Thiers at Paris, 1 
owe my deepest thanks, Without his kindly assistance 
and criticism it would not have been possible to complete 
this book. I am also indebted to Monsieur Raimbault, 
Director of the Musée Arbaud at Aix-en-Provence, 
to the Directors of the Bibliothèque Nationale, the 
Archives Nationales, the Archives of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Public Record Office, for their 
courtesy and consideration. To Professors Allen Johnson 
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= Charles Seymour of Yale University 1 wish to express 
atitude for their helpful criticism and suggestions. 
Te r. Gilbert Troxell of the Yale Lib 1 am 
indebted for assistance in the matter of proof-reading 
and correction. J. M. S. À 


Nar Haven, Conn, 1925. 
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THIERS AND THE FRENCH 
MONARCHY 


CHAPTER I 
THE GENERATION OF THE ?NINETIES 


France had had great men in literature and in the 
arts previous to the year 1789, but between the out- 
break of the Revolution and the year 1815 there is a 
gap in French genius. Some few names occur that 
stand out from the black and red background of those 
terrible years: Fabre d'Eglantine, the idealistic creator 
of the Revolutionary Cafendar, Rouget de Lisle, the 
author of the Marsillaise, Joseph Chénier, whose 
greater song, the Chant du Départ, thrilled the hearts 
of those eager young men who went forward towards 
the frontiers in the vain hope that they would spread 
the gospel of Liberty over Europe, and André Chénier, 
who elbrated the great events of the early days of the 
Revolution, are mere exceptions to the general rule of 
the commonplace and the crude. With these and the 
great orators and the painters like David, who depicted 
in all their terrible realism the ravages of suffering on 
their poor subjects, the list is closed. There is a gap, 
a dark age, in French production that is not spanncd 
until Napoleon has made his last journey to exile. It 
is only with the year 1815 that this revival comes, but 
even then ît is to quite a degree a result of the Revolution, 
for the men who were to revive the glories of France 
Were mostly the children of the Directory, and the years 
of the Directory were the birth years of a new France. 
Wing of this period, one of the new generation has 
said : 
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“ At what period was the parie the fairest and the 
grandest? ‘The horrors of revolution seemed to be 
calmed; the murmurs of party sounded far off as the 
distant rumblings of thunder, Men regarded the few 
remaining agitations as the normal life of a free State, 
Commerce and finance emerged from a frightful crisis ; 
the soil, restored to industrious hands, was about to 
become fertile again. À government of bourgeois, our 
equals, ruled the Republic; the best were called to 
succeed them. All ways were open. France, at the 
height of her power, was mistress of all the land that 
extends from the Rhine to the Pyrences, from the sea 
to the Alps. Holland and Spain were to join their 
fleets to hers and together to attack the Maritime 
despotism. Admirable armies flaunted their tricolours 
in the faces of those kings who had wished to destroy 
them. Twenty heroes, varied as to character and talent, 
the same only in age and courage, were leading our 
soldiers to victory. Hoche, Kléber, Desaix, Moreau, 
Joubert, Masséna, Bonaparte, and a host of others were 
advancing together. Men weighed their different merits, 
but no eye, however piercing, saw yet, in this generation 
of heroes, evil or guilty men; no eye beheld him who 
would die at the Pme of his age, attacked by an un- 
Anown ill; him who would die by a Mussulman’s dagger, 
or, under enemy fire, who would betray the patrie, 
who would oppress liberty. All seemed pure, happy, 
and full of promise, Al that was but for a moment, 
But such times are only moments in the life of a people, 
just as in the case of the lives of individuals, With 
repose we were going to find opulence; 28 to liberty and 
glory, there they were in the hollow of our hands. The 
datrie must be not only happy but sufficiently glorious,” 
an old man had id This wish was accomplished. 
Frenchmen, you who have seen since then our liberty 
stifled, our patrie invaded, our heroes shot, or unfaithful 
10 our glory, never forget those immortal days of liberty, 
of grandeur, and of hope.” 1 
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This is a highly idealized conception of the Directory, 
but it was prie br one of its children who was à 

atriot, young, and oppresed by the dull, inglorious 
re of Charles X. fe Dhras are DOCS, the 
descriptions only too untrue to the facts, but they are 
symbols of the new France that was born in that 
time, and that came into active power twenty-one years 
later. Intellectually, France could never be the same; 
the mark of the Revolution was left ineradicably upon 
her brow. There was a new mind born of the Philoso- 
phers, the Terror, and the suflering that was brought 
and nurtured by the Napoleonic régime that followed. 
The artitic, literary, and philosophical genius of France 
became different, À new school of thought became 
paramount among Frenchmen, the freedom of art, the 
brotherhood of literature, the democracy of the mind; 
in other words, the school of the Natural and Romantic. 

One is very apt to forget that these new elements 
appeared in France at the very height of the Revolu- 
tion, and that in great part they were impressed upon 
a generation that came into being while the Revolution 
was nearing its crisis and its end. This is the importance 
of the Generation of the ’Nineties; it gave to France 
the finerthings of the Revolution ; in art, Horace Vernet, 
Scheffer, Corot, and Delacroix ; in literature, Lamartine, 
Scribe, de Vigny, and Balzac; in the schools, Villemain, 
Victor Cousin, Augustin Thierry, Mignet, Auguste 
Comte, and Michelet; in the tribune of the Govern- 
ment and in the Press, de Rémusat, Carrel, Duvergier 
de Hauranne, and Adolphe Thiers. These were the 
heirs of the Directory and these were the men who 
were to continue the Revolution. To them, in great 
part, France owes her Nineteenth-century renaissance. 


NOTE TO CHAPTER ! 
Thiers: Hisioire de la Révolution, VITL. 431-33. 
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CHAPTER II 
‘THIERS—MARIBILLES AND AIX (1797-1821) 


THE Directory was in power; the evil days of the 
Terror were no more, and for a time Marseilles could 
enjoy a respite from tumult and from riot. VE likely 
the spring of 1797 was an idle time in the south of France. 
The country breathed again, but was not yet able to 
resume ïts normal existence. Over the frontiers the 
guns of the army were booming; there was activity 
in the seaports as well, for the British fleets still roamed 
over the Mediterranean. But Toulon interested them 
more than Marseilles, and it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that the latter city lay tranquil and compara- 
de idle in the bright anskine of the Midi, 5 a 
particular April day of the year 1797, when two men 
and a woman were seen to approach 2 dusty and shabb 
bureau of the Civil Registry in the Cours d’Isle. Witl 
them was an infant three days old who must, according 
to the new laws, be brought before the municipal 
authorities for registration. They entered the bureau 
and the usual slouchy and indifferent fonctionnaires drew 
up, in front of the little waif of humanity who was 
presented to them, the following formidable document : 


“In the year V of the French Republic one and 
indivisible, on the z9 Germinal, at five o’clock, 
citizen Marie Simeon Rostan, officer of public 
health and acroucheur, living in the rue laterale du 
Cours, number 154, house 6, appeared before us, 
clerk of the municipality of the Midi, canton of 
Maïseilles, and in the office of the town clerk, 
and presented to us a boy at whose birth he said he 
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had presided, and whom he declared to have been 
‘born on the 26 of this present month at 2.30 o’clock, 
parents the citizeness Marie Madeleine Amic and 
the citizen Pierre Louis Marie Thiers, proprietor, 
at present absent, in the house of the mother, rue 
des Petits-Pères, number 15, Isle Cinq, to which 
(infant) he gave the prénoms Marie Joseph Louis 
Adolphe. Record of which performed in the pres- 
ence of citizens Pierre Roussel, proprietor of the 
rue des Petits-Pères and Jeanne Imbert, hair- 
dresser, living on the same street, being major 
witnesses, of which the second has declared that 
she cannot write, we have signed with the first 
witness and the witness appearing with hi 
(Signed)  Rosran, officier de santé, 
P. Rouser. J. Jourvan, officier public adÿnt 1 


According to this act, Louis Adolphe Thiers, journalist, 
historian, twice President of the Council under Louis 
Philippe, and Chief of the Executive Power 1870-73, was 
born on Agril16, 1797. A child of the Revolution hewas, 
and as a mañ he Was destined to witness and to par- 
ticipate in three other Revolutions. His mother, Marie 
Madeleine Amic, was the daughter of Claude Amic 
and of Marie de Santi-L’homaca. His father was 
Pierre Louis Marie Thiers, son of Louis Charles Thiers 
and of Marguerite Brondet Of the family of Amic 
little is known. They were of meridional extraction 
and came originally from the little town of Bouc, in 
the Department of the Bouches-du-Rhône. Claude 
Amic's marriage, however, brings in a rather curious 
element, for his wife, Marie de Santi-L’homaca, was a 
Greek, and through her the young Adolphe Thiers was 
related to André and Joseph Chénier, the poets of the 
Revolution. Much more is known of his paternal 
ancestors. Through his father, Louis Adolphe Thiers 
was descended from 2 line of respectable and capable 
bourgeois. His paternal grandfather, Louis Charles 
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Thiers, born in Aix-en-Provence in 1714, came to 
Marseilles in 1762, and shortly after his arrival was 
appointed by royal patent the custodian of the Archives, 
In virtue of that office he assumed an important position 
as secretary-general and comptroller of the finances of 
the Commune of Marseilles.® It was in this capacity 
that he undertook the rebuilding of the streets and the 
sanitary reorganization of the city, only to be deprived 
of his functions after the outbreak of the Revolution.4 
During the early years of the Revolution, both the 
Thiers and the Amics appear to have lost comfortable 
fortunes. 

Adolphe Thiers, then, was born into a material poverty. 
But this unhappy condition was accentuated by the 
fact that he was born out of wedlock. At the time of 
his birth his father, a worthless son of a very worthy 
parent, was married to Marie Foupasse, Forante 
for his latest offspring, Pierre Louis Maries first wife 
died in May 1797, and the bereaved husband, influenced 
perhaps by what must have been for him an unusual 
attack of conscience, legitimatized his son by a tard 
marriage with Mademoiselle Amic. This accomplished, 
he deserted his wife and infant son, not to reappear until 
a later and more inconvenient time, when Adolphe 
had become a prominent figure in Parisian society. 

Within two months of his birth, the young Thiers 
was left to his fate by the desertion of his unworthy 
parent. The prospect was not promising, but there 
was better fortune in store for him. Though impoverished 
by the Revolution, his mother’s parents and a sister of 
his fathers, Madame Victoire Pretty, undertook his 
care and his schocling. His early religious and secular 
education was the particular interest of his Aunt Victoire. 
Tt was in the cellar of her house in the Allées des Capucines, 
25, that her nephew received the sacrament of baptism, 
for the parish of Saint Vincent de Paul was still closed 
by the order of the State. 

It was, as well, through her generosity that he received 
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his first schooling as a day-pupil in a school at Marseilles, 
where he studied Latin and French. We are told that 
he was a small child, and at first sickly. When he was 
seven he resembled a child of five years, but his inde- 
fatigable energy and his strong will were soon noticed. 
These early years witnessed the fall of the Directory 
and the establishment of the Consulate. In 1802 came 
the Empire, and Louis Adolphe became the young 
subject of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

In the seventh year of the Empire his real schooling 
began. At that time he was entercd at the Lycée of 
Marseilles, where he began his first serious studies. 
These studies are not without their significance. 

When the young Thiers entered the Lycée, the 
Napoleonic régime was at its height and the schools of 
France, like all other French institutions, were com- 
pletely under Imperial control, and a totally new system 
of education prevailed. France had girded herself for 
world-dominion, and all aspects of French life were 
directed towards this end. Like allother French youths of 
his time, this child, born of a Revolution that was to free 
all men, entered into a great pitiless machine that resulted 
in a more complete enslavement for them. The cur- 
riculum prescribed at the Lycée of Marseilles was that 
which Napoleon dictated from Paris. It was not classical, 
as in the old days, nor economic and social 28 is so often 
the case to-day. The end and aim was the attainment 
of a practical, scientific, and military education. Conse- 
quently, Adolphe Thiers was trained in Latin, Mathe- 
matics, Topography, Geography, and History. Speaking 
of his experiences in the school and of their effect upon 
his later life, he has said: “The government took 
possession of me, as it did of all the youths whom their 
parents could be induced to part with, and put me into 
a military school, from which the seniors were drafted 
off every year; the few who had distinguished them- 
selves to be made officers, the rest to be spent in the 
next campaign. The life was very hard, but its hard- 
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ships, instead of king me, as had been most probable, 
gave me, in a couple of years, an iron constitution.” * 
To his relatives it soon became evident that their 
pores ‘was manifestly unfitted for a military career. 
e resented the restraints and hated the discipline. 
Furthermore, at that time à military life did not appeal 
to him. But Thiers never had occasion to regret that 
he had begun his education under the auspices of Mars. 
It gave him what he chose to call ‘* an iron constitution,” 
but more than that, it afforded him a real understanding 
of military science that was of invaluable benefit to 
him when, many years later, he undertook to write 
the History of the Consulate and the Empire. Having 
decided to give up a military career, he appears to have 
turned his thoughts to the legal profession as early as 
1814 In that year his mother wrote to a relative telling 
of her sons lack of interest in commerce and ofa gronine 
desire to study law."  Finally the wish that he h: 
expressed was gratified, and in September 1815, he was 
withdrawn from the school with the intention that he 
should begin his new studies at once. His Professor of 
Rhetoric, Monsieur Brunet, had already given him 2 
certificate that declared, in no uncertain terms, his 
confidence in the brilliant future that lay before his 
ung pupil® Between September and the month of 
lovember, Thiers and his mother left Marseilles for 
Aix-en-Provence, and his adventures in the world were 
begun. 


In spite of the fact that Aix was only about thirty 
kilometres distant from Marseilles, the change must 
have been à great one for the young Thiers, for the 
two cities were so different that they might have been 
at opposite ends of the earth. Marscilles was on the 
sea, while Aix was high in the hilk. One was a stirring 
seaport, at times noïsy and dirty, but the other was à 
quiet, dreamy, little town, not given much to commerce. 
The sea town had become 2 hotbed of Revolutionary 
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interests, but the little hill-top community lived in the 
past, a past that extended Le back into the glorious 
Middle Ages. To-day, Aix is a charming little spot, 
but a village dead, and far removed from the bustle and 
whirl of the modern world. The scene of Thiers’ student 
days must have been much the same in 1815. For what 
use had many of its good citizens for the Revolution? 
Then, as now, it was aseat oftheoldaristocracy. Elegant, 
conservative, proud, it lived in the past, and most of the 
citizens who passed along its quiet, majestic, old avenue, 
lined with plane trees, thought little of the Revolution 
and less of Revolutionists. To them, the fall of Napoleon 
and the Restoration of the Bourbons in the person of 
Louis XVIII had been a satisfactory event. There was 
a gentle dignity about the little town—a staid and 
dreamy romance that made it an ideal setting for the 
youth of the man whom it would one day proclaim 
their own. It was there that Thiers made his first 
efforts, dreamed his first dreams, and met his first love. 
It was there, too, that Thiers received his first inspira- 
tions, but these came not so much from the law school 
as from the environment in which he found himself, and 
where he communed with his first friends. 

Situated on a plateau above the coast line that runs 
from Marseilles to Toulon, Aix affords occasion for 
interesting walks, and in his idle hours the young law- 
student would ramble over the hills and about the 
narrow streets of the little town. These rambles he 
delighted in, and even as an old man he loved to recall 
them. It was during them that he thought out his 
philosophy, solved his problems, and made his resolu- 
tions. During one of these he met his lifelong 
friend.” ‘Thiers had not been in Aix many months 
when he encountered that strange, quiet, faithful Mignet 
who never left him, who even lived near him during 
the great days at Paris, and who was always accessible 
to him by means of a small communicating door built 
into the great wall that surrounded the house of Thiers 
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the statesman in the Place St. Georges. Wandering 
over the hills, he and Mignet, the son of a maftre-serrurier, 
discussed their dreams of France, dreams that they 
dared not mention often in the conservative town, 
and entered, as youth is wont to do, into heated argu- 
ments on the existence and nature of God. To these 
walks and to the discussions that accompanied them, 
Thiers, the old man of the 1870, often réherred, and to 
some of them may be due his last and unfinished work, 
the Plon d'un ouvrage de Philosophie.30 

The young Thiers must have been a dreamer in those 
days, and on h he himself never admitted it, and 
often declared that he despised dreamers, there is ample 
évidence of the fact in a lefter quoted by the “ Bourgeois 
de Paris” who claims to have sen the original. The 
style resembles so much that of his other letters that its 
authenticity can hardly be questioned. In style it is 
the Thiers of later days, but in sentiment it betrays a 
Thiers not well enougl Énown to the world at large. 


“My Dear Cousin, 

Our mutual silence has lasted too long. The ties 
ofblood and of friendship unite us, but our friendship 
is too silent. We ought to Imow each other better. 
People love each other more only when they are 
better acquainted. In any case it is the first step 
that costs. I wish to be the braver of the two, 
although that rôle suits me less well than you. 
Timidity is a very bad counsellor; I put it aside 
for ever, and we shall soon be, I trust, old friends. 
Our only regret, perhaps, will be not to have begun 
sooner, but we still have time, and there remains 
all our life to be friends. 

Oùr friendship, though not very ald, will have the 
advantage of new-born babes, who are always the 
most cherished members of the family. Frankness, 
good-nature, gaiety—that is What two friends of our 
age need. With that we shall have much to say to 
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each other, and there will be no empty spaces in our 
letters. For my own part, I wish to set you a good 
example, and if I do not fill my pages with ideas, I 
shall at least give you words. I shall talk to you of 
cases, politics, moral La and gallantry. I 
shall be sincere about the faults of others. Ina word, 
1 shall not spare you any of the follies that indicate 
the wisdom of our hemisphere. And you—will you 
not tell me what goes onin yours? Is there nothing 
to talk over concerning your lovely country? They 
tell me that adventures happen there as elsewhere. 
Do not fear to be too long. In the correspondence 
of two friends the lengthiest is not always the one 
who loves the least. 

In fine, the first step has been taken. We were 
like two persons, who, ready to pass through a door, 
grrined in conceding the priviege to each other. 

y waste time? I have passed through first. I 
embrace you, my dear cousin, and I am your friend 
for life. 

A. Tiers.” 1 


The recipient of this letter is unknown and the world 
is ignorant as to whether this friendship continued. 

e letter is evidence of one salient fact about 
Thiers, his tremendous wealth of friendship, and a 
trait that he never lost, to which his lifelong friend- 
ship with Mignet and Rouchon-Guigés is 2 fair 
monument. In youth, as in later years, he hungered 
for friendship, and yet in 1816, as in 1850, it was not 
an easy thing for Thiers to obtain, for he was opinion- 
ated and determined, and his political views were so 
often at variance with the sentiments of men otherwise 
sympathetically inclined to him. This was always true, 
but it was particularly the case in 1816. Into con- 
servative Aix he had come, and because of that very 
“characteristic of the little town, Thiers found at first 
but very few comrades. In fact, quite early in his 
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student days he became an object of suspicion to the 
rigid Aixois. He was known as an admirer of the Roman 
Republic. It was rumoured, and rightly, that he did 
not admire the restored Bourbons. He wrote a tragedy 
entitled Tiberius Gracchus, in which he set forth his 
Jiberal opinions, and he began the preparation of a 
work on Kosciusko. Certain people even credited the 
report that he had joined the Carbonari and had taken 
an oath to kill the King! Thiers never learned the 
artof controlling his tongue. He found many hearers but 
few sympathizers, and among the latter his professors 
and the prosperous men of the town were not to be 
numbered. Mignet adored him, but Mignet was almost 
his own age, and does not appear ever to have been the 
mentor. One imagines, in the d'aes that developed 
between them, Thiers the leader and never Mignet, 
strong and determined as he could be on occasion, 
Older men, more experienced friends, were needed to 
guide the young Liberal and to assist, consciously or un- 
consciously, in the development of his opinions. And 
these were not lacking. He and his mother had relatives 
and acquaintances in Aix, the Thiers having been them- 
selves natives of the town. When, therefore, the removal 
‘was made, the two were not unknown to at least two 
families who aided them, and among whom the son 
found Es mme friends ready to listen to him and 
even to advance him in the paths of Liberalism. A 
letter to Monsieur d’Arlatan de Lauris gained him 
admittance to the home of a brilliant magistrate of the 
city, who was not a Conservative, and an introduction 
to a Dr. Arnaud found him another friend, likewise a 
Liberal. At the houses of these two men he could give 
expression to his youthful admiration for Danton and 
for the Conventionists. His words did not shock them, 
though they were anathema to his associates, his superiors 
at the law school, and even his mother, who had expressed 
regrets for “our good and unfortunate King Louis 
Sixteenth”’1% Monsieur d’Arlatan and Dr. Arnaud 
12 
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became his firm friends, and it was through them that 
he established his first relations with the notorious 
Liberals, Manuel and Étienne, when he went to Paris 
five years later. 

During the first years of his sojourn at Aix, Thiers 
was occupied by his studies, by his discussions with 
Mignct, and by his relations with the quiet little circle 
of Liberals with whom he became identified. It is 
likely that he found Mignet and the Liberals far 
more profitable than the dull routine of the class-room. 
Youth is ever thus! It does not appear that he was 
much concerned with his scholastic studies, and wit 
a short time he had turned his attention to writing, 
in the hope that from that he might gain recognition 
and a few additional coppers to augment the small 
income on which he and el mother must eke out a 
living. As an outgrowth of his work at Marseilles he 
wrote, in 1817, a treatise on Spherical Trigonometry. 
The same year he gave evidence of a decided variety of 
interests by composing an essay treating characters of 
Romantic Literature entitled Sur lÉloquence Fudiciaire. 
Thh efort war amarded the prise by the Academy 
at Aix‘* But it was not until the latter part of the 
year that his writings attracted any marked attention. 

In that year an event of great importance to him 
occurred. The Academy of Aix announced a prize for 
the best study of a local moralist of the early eighteenth 
century named Vauvenargues, who was one of the great 
figures of Provence. His work, the Maximes, had been 
very widely read during the pre-Revolutionary period, 
and was especially remarkable because it contained less 
of the pessimism with which so much of the work of 
that century was permeated. The optimism and calm 
dignity of Vauvenargues appealed to the youthful spirits 
and hopes of Thiers and he decided to enter the com- 

etition. He set to work with eagerness, and to judge 

y the style of the essay he must have enjoyed himself 
thoroughiy. One phrase occurs in the essay which is 
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worth repeating. It might almost be said to be the 
motto of the later Thiers, so typical is it of his later 
life. 


“ Avoid those men who are a burden to them- 
selves and to others, who rail at that which they 
cannot do and Pa across the earth unperceived 
and despised. Be active, that is the great maxim; 
act, but act according to your nature, Let evi 
take stock of himself, and if he finds that he has 
nothing, then let him stay where Nature has placcd 
him. But if he feels himself a warrior, let him run 
to arms; an Jet him sing; an orator, let him 
speak; a philosopher, let him meditate. It is God 
who commandes him and who will punish him with 
enemies, ennui, and unhappiness if he fails to act 
according to his inspirations.”? 15 


To him, even from the early days at Aix, this law of 
action became a rule of life. 

Thiers had been induced to enter the competition by 
Monsieur d’Arlatan, who himself was a member of the 
Academy4® But when the august body met to consider 
the matter of award, that over-zealous gentleman 50 
‘warmly supported one particular essay that his more 
conservative colleagues became suspicious, and decided 
that the unknown author must be the young Liberal 
who was known to frequent the d’Arlatan house. Un- 
willing to countenance in any way the radical opinions 
with which Thiers was credited, the Academy voted to 

ostpone the competition until the following re 

othing daunted, Thiers withdrew his composition, 
but let it be known that he would compete when the 
contest was reopened, and that, in the meantime, he 
would rewrite his essay. When the prize was again 
announced, Thiers deposited his essay at the office of 
the Secretary. At the same time it became known that 
a new contestant had sent an essay from Paris. The 
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Academy met and debated on the merits of the two. 
Finally, delighted to be able to discountenance Thiers, 
they awarded the prize to the contestant from Paris and 
bestowed a simple accessit upon the essay which they 
spped had béen written by the violent young radical 
in their midst. But when they opened the envelopes 
containing the real names of the authors, they discovered, 
to their dismay, that Thiers was the author of both 
essays. Great was the delight of Monsieur d’Arlatan 
and the Liberal soteris of Aix37 

The Vauvenargues episode marks the first success of 
the future historian, but it has yet another significance. 
It is, in a sense, the first step made towards a literary 
career. The success of this effort, together with certain 
other factors, determined his vocation. For some time 
the latter had been a matter of great concern to him. 
The Lycée at Marseilles had disgusted him with a 
military career, and the law school at Aix does not 
appear to have convinced him that the life of a barrister 
was for him,'* but he was poor, and the precarious state 
of his finances and his reluctance to leave his mother 
made him hesitate to make such a radical change: For 
a time, at least, he would be à lawyer. Together with 
Mignet, he was admitted to the Bar of Aix in 1818, 
and together they began to practise their profession. 
Sometimes, even, they worked on the same cases, and 
they emjoyed a modest success. Itis related that previous 
to Mignet’s departure for Paris, they were both called 
to plead the case of a man accused of incendiarism and 
murder. The case had acquired a certain notoriety 
owing to its spectacular nature. With great zeal and 
labour, the two joue practitioners set to work. Both 
presented remarkable arguments, and expended much 
eloquence thereon. Thiers, we may be sure, used 
bombast, for that was a weakness that it took him years 
to overcome. Thiers had the prisoner acquitted of the 
first charge, while Mignet had him condemned for 
murder. The verdict was rendered and the budding 
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young lawyers were given a great ovation. But pride 
must have a fall It was then discovered beyond 
a doubt that Thiers client was actually guilty of 
incendiarism and innocent of murder | 

At the Bar of Aix Thiers was recognized for his 
eloquence and for his ability at argument. He was 
logical and clear. He was frequently successful. Though 
he lost his case, he established quite a reputation for 
himself for his proseution of a charge of kidnapping. 
But Aix was not to be the scene Où great triumphs. 
There were hard and bitter trials, even failures, that he 
must experience before he would be able to master the 
demands of a dull court in a sleepy little town, let alone 
such an audience as the tumultuous Chamber of Deputies 
to which he was already apiring. As a public speaker, 
the youthful Thiers had obvious handicaps and serious 
faukts. He was of unimposing appearance. Small of 
stature, he employed quick, short gestures, the actions of 
a man nervous and uncertain of himself, and this impres- 
sion was not mitigated by his high-pitched, falsetto voice 
that frequently amused his hearers and made them lose 
the trend of his lucid and logical argumentsi® 

These defects, together with other considerations of 
a more intimate nature, finally decided him to abandon 
the law and to seek his fortune at Paris, whither Mignet 
Had already gone. The Vauvenargues episode had dis- 
closed to him a new métier that appealed to him, but 
more than all else there was Aix. La him it did not 
offer the future that he desired. Its glory Ly in the 
past, and the old régime was no more. He must go to 
the heart and centre of new France, the France of his 
beloved Revolution. It was Youth calling to Youth. 

There was, as well, another consideration that moved 
him. The sultry climate of the Midi was undermining 
a constitution that at best was none too vigorous. In 
September 1821, he wrote to his friend, Émile Benoit : 
“€T leave to-morrow; [ am overcome with tears. My 
twe mothers (Madame Thiers and Madame Amic) break 
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my heart with their grief. Tamil; Lam feverish; my 

breast burns; I breathe with difficulty. I must leave 

or dry up on the trec. The future is awful but the 
resent is unendurable. It is ground that is withering ; 
must go, no matter what it costs.” 1° 

The departure from Aix was not an easy thing for 
Thiers to accomplish. He dreaded the parting with 
his mother and with Madame Amic. It was hard to 
leave his good friends, d’Arlatan and Arnaud.  Rouchon- 
Guiges was a dear friend whose companionship he 
cherished. In Paris there was only Mignet and the 
unknown. ‘There remains another name to be added 
to those grieved by his departure. 

During his student days Thiers had met with Émilie 
Bonnefoux and had fallen in love with her. Evidently 
the affair had become a serious matter, and the young 
law-student had promised marriage; this at least must 
have been the understanding at the moment of his 
departure, for in the letters of Émilie there is a decidedly 
proprietary tone. Apparently the father of ta youné 

irl mistrusted him, but Felix, her brother, con- 
dence that Thiers would observe his promisesl Of 
Émilie's feclings in the matter one cannot be certain. 
Very likely, true to her kind, she feared the unknown 
influences to which he might be expoed. Upon his 
departure Émilie wrote to a friend in Paris bidding her 
care for her lover and watch him** Her injunctions 
to Madame Huret were quite specific. From Paris in 
December, Thiers wrote to Benoit again: “Go to 
see me pet Émilie. How dear she has become to me 
since Î left her! How that charming girl has claimed 
my heart since our separation; everything is endeared 
privation.” #3 Well might Adolphe bewail his Émilie ! 

ell miel t Émilie beseech Madame Huret to watch 
Adolphe! AIl was in vain. Within the space of two 
short years the letters from Paris became less frequent, 
and the tone of Émilie’s epistles to good Madame Huret 
changed from loving concern to perplexity, from per- 
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lexity to despair. Finally, despair gave way to anger.%4 

o more years and Émilie passed from Thiers’ life in à 
most disagreeable manner. An irate father visited the 
recalcitrant Adolphe in his lodgings at Paris. A duel, 
harmless, but a duel, followed*t Several years later 
Thiers, a minister of the King, ranenberedl the grief 
that he had caused and appeased his former adversary 
by finding, unbeknown to him, a comfortable portion 
in the departmental administration of the Bouches-du- 
Rhône for Bonnefoux père. He writes to Monsieur 
Thomas, his friend, the prefect of Aix: “There is an 
excellent man, very honest, who is going to Marseïlles. 
1 had family troubles with him long ago. He was a 
particular friend of Manuel, who was our witness of a 
duel which nearly was fatal. I was in the wrong; 
there were mitigating circumstances, but Î was in the 
wrong. I shall be very glad to undo the evil that I 
unwittingly did him—without his knowing it, however, 
for his pride, which is extreme, would make him refuse 
PET 

In this way the accounts were closed and the harmless 
indiscretions of youth were crased, 


But that is looking ahead; we are still in the year 
1821, when Thiers, full of regrets for his Émilie, his 
relatives, and his friends, was making his departure from 
Aix. In tears he wrote to a friend, on the very eve of 
his departure: “As to myself, I am going to follow 
my destiny. Will it be good or bad? 1 know not. 
Whatever ÉErS I am resigned, for they call us philoso- 
phers and we must be worthy of the name.” # 

This particular philosopher soon dried his tears in 
the bright sun of success in Paris. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER Il 
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18 


THIERS—MARSEILLES AND AIX 


4 Réglement pour la Perception des droits à Marseille, p. 54 Teis- 
ser: L. C. Thiers, p. 8. Gastaldy: Thiers, p.11. 
5 Ibid, pp. 23-15. 





# Senior: Cmerrrationr—Second Empire, L 137. Thiers: Plan d'un 
auvrags, 

F'Mdame Thin: Marles, September 12, 1814. Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,601, Nc 





# Monsieur Brun 
Nationale, 20,601, No. 2. 
% Memtires d'un Bourgeois de Paris, I]. 287. 
19 Thiers : Plan d'un ouvrage de Philesophie. 
n Quoi: Momires Pan Bewgrois de Pers, IL. 488-86. 
4 Le Correspondant, 1922: F. Benoï, p. 787. 
# Madame Thiers: Mareilles, September 12, 1814. Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,601 m, No. 2. 
M4 Zervort: This, pp. 19-21. Thiers: MSS. of Vauvenarguer, 
star: Biblique Thiers, fol. 543, No. 8. 
Vasvmargues, 1821, pp. 36-37: Bibliothèque Thien, 


a. D 8 
se Thiers, 


“ Le Conttitionnel, aber 30, 1821. Simon: Thiers, ete, p. 134. 
Remusat : Thiers, É 16. Thureau-Dangin: Histoire el liberal, 
p.205. Copies of the two cssaya may be sen at the Bibliothèque Thiert 
in Paris, Both essays treat the same subject and have the same point 
of view, but the style is absolutely different. 

4 Lanzac: Thiers, p. 8. 

19 Zervort : Thiers, P. 19. 

2% Quoted: Le Correspondant, 1921, p. 792, F. Benoit. Thiers, 
Paris, to F. Benoit, September 17, 1821. 

# Felix Bonnefoux, Toulouse, to Madame Huret, December 19, 
1822. Musée Arbaud, Aix-en-Provence, 

# Le Correspendant, 1922, pp. 791-92, F. Benoit. Émilie Bonnefoux, 
Aix, to Madame Huret, September 17, 1821. 

2% Quoted: Le Corrésgendant, 1923, p. 795, F. Benoit. Thiers, 
Liancœourt, 10 F. Benoit, December 6, 1821. 

% Émile Bonnefoux, Aix, to Madame Huret, January 26, 1824. 
Musée Arbaud, Aix-en-Provence. 

3% Felix Bonnefoux, Barcelona, to Madame Huret, January 23, 1824. 
Musée Arbaud, Aix-en-Provence. 

% Thiers, Paris, to Monsieur Thomas, 24, cire: 1833. Bibliothèque 
‘Thiers, Paris, No. 42. 

37 Thiers, Paris, to father of Ambroise at Mirabeau, nd. 1821. 
Bibliothèque Nationale, No. 20, 608, No. 3. 


Lycée de Marseilles, April 1814 Bibliothèque 











19 


CHAPTER II 
AT PARIS (1821-23) 


Tu Revolution had brought the Empire, and during 
the first twenty-one years of Thiers’ life the Empire 
had reached its greatest glory and gonc the way of all 
great despotisms. Bourbon King in 1814 had succeeded 

naparte Emperor, and except for the brief interval 
of Napoleon's spectacular return from Elba, Bourbon 
had contrived to remain on the throne of France, But 
it had not been an easy task. “The foreigners gave us 
the Bourbons, but France gave us the Bonapartes.”” 
‘These words had been in the mouths of many while 
Thiers laboured at the Bar of Aix, and try as he might, 
Louis XVIII seemed unable to forget their sad truth; 
he was even less successful in driving the thought from 
the minds of his subjects. In fact, it would have required 
superhuman powers for King Louis to forget the un- 
pleasant circumstances attendant upon his two restora- 
tions. If the shade of his martyred predecessor did not 
return to remind him of the fact, his princely brother 
whispered it in his ear; and when Charles of Artois 
had the royal ear to himself, he was likely to add thereto 
an admonition to ignore further the Charter, that 
ignominious bargain with Revolution. Or if Charles 
and his Ultras were absent, the King heard, in the 
streets of his Paris, the railing songs of the poet Béranger 
that delighted workmen and bourgeois and offended 
the ears of monarchy with the revilings of royal police, 
émigrés, and Jesuits, and their praises of the Rights of 
Man. The Ultras, Monsieur Charles, and Béranger all 
had one song, but the tune to which they sang it was 
diferent. Their song was the Charter. 
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The Charter of 1814 was abominated by the Ultras, 
tolerated by the growing Docirinaires, and accepted by 
the Jdéologues, La Fayette and Benjamin Constant, as 
the sole excuse for having a Bourbon on the throne. 
By clubman and xadical it was despised. In the eyes 
of the Ultras alone was it a confirmation of the et 
that Louis XVIII had succeeded Louis XVI. To them 
alone it was a charter of continuity. On the other 
hand, because of it, Idéologue and budding Doctrinaire 
regarded the King as the heir of the Revolution, for 
had not the Charter sanctioned the Revolution? So it 
seemed, at least, to three-quarters of France, and for 
proof of their contention they pointed to its high- 
sounding phrases about the equality of all men before 
the law, the equal eligibility of all for civil and military 
positions, the restrictions on arbitrary imprisonment, 
the freedom of religion, and the frecdom of the Press. 
These phrases might be a consolation to the fervent 
Liberal, but at the same time there were matters of 
regret. There was a qualifying phrase, for instance, 
in regard to the liberty of the Press. Freedom of the 
Press was declared, but the means for its arbitrary 
eurtailment were provided by the words with which 
the law concluded, “while conforming to the law 
which are necessary to restrain abuses of that Liberty.” 
Then, too, there were other matters of debate; while 
the Charter gave to France ministers, it did not signify 
that they should be appointed from the majority. 
Ministerial responsibility to the Chamber of Deputies 
was carefully ignored. Again, the Charter provided for 
an elective chamber that should meet every year. The 
franchise was 300 francs in direct taxes, but it did not 
provide an electoral system, Of all these discrepancies 
the greatest was Article XIV, which allowed the King 
10 promulgate special laws in times of danger. What 
laws, when, and of what nature? Was the Charter a 
guarantee of Rerolutionary liberties, or a cleverly de- 
vised instrument to operate the return of the old régime ? 
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These were some of the questions that arose in the minds 
of Frenchmen while the Bourbons were striving vainly 
to consolidate themselves. 

To these questions neither Louis nor the Govern- 
ment would give answer, and «0 others attempted to 
answer for them. In the very first years of the Restora- 
tion, certain reactionary members of his court who were 
grouped around Charles of Artois, made a tremendous 
effort to commit the King and to establish their control 
of the Government and the finances, but the “ White 
Terror ” subsided, and Louis, too experienced to allow 
himself to be drawn into such indiscretions, consented 
to the suppression of the movement. It is even possible 
that he Face his over-enthusiastic brother Charles and 
the Ultras, for, immediately after the attempted reaction, 
Louis appeared to favour a moderate Liberalism. The 
Decazes Ministry promised much in the way of reform 
as to Press laws and electoral methods, but this was 
never carried out, for the assassination of his heïr, the 
Duc de Berry, revived the King's fear of Revolution 
and drove him back into the arms of more conservative 
advisers. Consequently Decazes retired, and the Riche- 
lieu Ministry made its appearance to inaugurate the 
practice of a mild but more definite royalism that would 
establish, it was hoped, 2 policy more plessing to the 
bolder elements of the Restoration. When the young 
Thiers came to Paris, the well-meaning Richelieu was in 

er. His Ministry, however, was not destined to be 
of long duration. Within 2 short time, Richelieu found 
himself faced with a European situation which he could 
not handle to the satisfaction of anyone in France, not 
even the King himself. 

Outside the boundaries of France, Rerladen, had 
in raised its head. In Spain, in Italy, and in, 
reece, Nationalism and Liberalism asserted themselves ; 
the French Liberals resented the reluctance of the 
Government to align the tricolour with the Constitu- 
tional army in Spain, the Carbonari, and the Hetaria 
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Philika. On the other hand, Ultras were outraged 
because Richelieu had not obeyed the dictates of Reaction 
and declared against the uprisings. On December 2, 
1821, the Ministry fell, and the pendulum resumed its 
slow but steady swing towards the Ultras. The old 
régime appeared to have gained by the nomination of 
Villèle as successor to Richelieu. 

To the Ultras it may have seemed that at last the 
day of their power had returned and that they would 
again dictate from Paris. In reality, however, such 
could never be the case, for Paris was different and 
could never return to its old state of society. Com- 
merce and industry had begun to make their impress, 
and now the coaches of bankers and ironmongers vied 
in magnificence with the equipages of princes and dukes. 
Paris, too, had newspapers which Villèle might try to 
control, but even his laws could not break the bourgeois 
of his new habits. He had begun to think, to gather 
and to develop his own opinions. The Ultras might 
collect in the Faubourg St. Germain at the hotels of 
the ancienne noblesse, but the bourgeois did not envy 
them. He, t00, had his salons, those of the Chaussée 
d’Antin, where the great bankers, Laffite, Rothschild, 
or Perier opened their doors to him, or, if he preferred, 
he might go to the quarter of the Arsenal where Nodier 
received, with Hugo and Alfred de Vigny. Bourgeois 
Liberalism joined with Romanticism and fraternized to 
the tune piped by Béranger. And while Béranger 
piped, Bourgeois talked, and while he talked, he con- 
spired. Sometimes, even, he expressed regret for the 
glories of the Revolution and of the Empire. 

In 1821, then, Paris was different, and in 1821, as in 
1924, this city of the Seine set the mode. With seven 
hundred thousand inhabitants, it ruled and dominated 
the remaïining twenty-nine milion three hundred 
thousand souls in France. Consequently there were 
many small Chaussées d’Antin in the provinces, although, 
it is true, few Hugos, Nodiers, and de Vignys were to be 
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found beyond the fortifications of the capital. Middle 
class was slowly coming into its own, but it was making 
its way not only by means of salons. In other phases 
of society the famous generation of the seventeen- 
nineties was beginning to be felt. Villemain, a Liberal, 
was in the University, and also Cousin, Jouffroy, Guizot 
the Protestant, and Michelet the Romanticist. In the 
Chamber, too, there were General Foy, Royer-Collard, 
Manuel, newly returned from exile at Brussels, and 
Benjamin Constant. The Press, that weapon dreaded 
by monarchy, was sharpening its pens. The Débats, 
the Constitutionnel, the Courier Français, and the Globe 
were all of the new generation. In brief, a whole 
halanx was preparing to meet Reaction in the guise of 
tras and Church on their own ground. 

They were increasing in numbers, these cohorts of 
the Jeunesse Libérale of France, but there was one 
weakness that deterred their progress. These youths of 
France had no common doctrine but only doctrines. 
They regretted the past glories of France and they 
hated the foreigner; so much they had in common, 
but each looked to the future in his own particular way. 
As regards the future of France they seem to have been 
in agreement concerning only one matter. With the 
possible exception of La Fayette and his followers, each 
of them regarded a silent man, and on him they pinned 
their hopes; but the hopes of very few were the same. 
La Fayette may have seen in him a plank to Republican- 
ism ; Guizot beheld in him Constitutionalism ; Chateau- 
briand a moderate Bourbonism. What Louis Philippe 
d'Orléans saw in himself in those days no one knows, 
and probably we never shall know. Guided by instinct 
or by experience, this gentleman went everywhere and 
established himself nowheret He avoided conspiracies 
and appeared to have a positive hatred of ovations. 
He played with Royal Château and with Chaussée 
d’Antin. He consulted Monarchy about the education 
of his children, but in spite of his royal cowin't dis- 
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approval, he sent them to public schools. He con- 
sorted with Ultras, but he associated, too, with Manuel. 
He lent moncy to Benjamin Constant, and Laffitte was 
his banker He was friendly with Monsieur Charles, 
the Comte d'Artois, but he was on terms of intimacy 
with Talleyrand—Talleyrand first Bonapartist and then 
Bourbonite, first Bishop and then Jncroyant. He opened 
the doors of his Palais Royal to nobles and to bankers.® 
The walls were hung with tapestries of the Revolution 
and the Empire. He exhibited the paintings of Horace 
Vernet; he interested himself in revolutionary prints 
and portraits.t These were the evidences of conspiracy, 
if there was conspiracy, in 1821. 


Into such a society Thiers, newly come to Paris, made 
his début during the later months of the year 1821. 
Mignet had come to the capital in July, and in September 
Thiers joined him.5 Upon the latter’s arrival they took 
a room in a hotel in the Passage Montesquieu, The 
house was small and mean. The street was dark and 
dirty and was located in a crowded and noisy section. 
Their room was on the fourth floor. “ A plain bureau 
and a walnut bed were the principal furnishings, to 
which should be added white window-curtains, two 
chairs, and a small table unsteady on its legs. À door 
communicated with another room, but this door was 
closed and in its embrasure they placed a book-shelf that 
held very few books, and on the wall a very poor engraving 
of Corinne” ® This was the home of the two young 
friends from Aix for some time. 

The first months were not easy by any means. Thiers 
was homesick, and this condition was aggravated by an 
empty purse.! He and Mignet took work wherever they 
could find it. Mignet was on the Courier,' and for a 
time Thiers wrote articles on politics, art, the theatre, 
or any available subject, These articles he placed where 
he could. His first steady employment came when 
he was engaged to act as secretary to the Duc de la 
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Rochefoucauld, and for a time he resided at the château at 
Liancourt® But this relationship, extraordinary in itself, 
for the Duc and his young secretary must have been in 
cordial disagreement in regard to politics, was termin- 
ated when the Richelieu Ministry fell, and December 23 
found him back in Paris.10 

In the meantime, fortune had begun to smile on 
him. Upon his departure from Aix, Dr. Arnaud had 
given him a letter to Manuel, the notorious Liberal. 
Ât that time Manuel and Thiers had two things in 
common that Arnaud hoped would lead to a friendship 
advantageous to his young friend; they were from the 
Midi, where Manuel had spent some time as Professor 
at Aix, and they agreed in regard to political] matters. 
The older man seems to have taken lindly to his outhful 
compatriot, and through him Thiers was introduced to 
Étienne, editor of the Constitutionnel, and to Laffitte1l 
Due to the efforts of his newly discovered friends, he 
was taken on the Constitutionnel in November 1822.12 
There he began his carcer as a journalist, 

The life of a journalist in the Old World in those 
days docs not seem to have resembled the life of a be- 
ginner in that field of writing to-day. Journalism in 
France then, as now, was an art, and not the hasty task 
of gathering sensational news for large black or red 
headlines on the first page of the morning or evening 
issue, The newspapers of France taught the people; 
through them the great ones of the nation spoke to the 
people. Newspaper reading was an institution, not 
an amusement, or a means to while away a few idle 
moments by indulging in senationalism. The most 
important part of the sheet was the editorial, and on 
this section journalists of the early nineteenth century 
spent much care andthought, Consequently, to read that 
Thiers arose at five o’clock means that it was to study, 
and six hours of the morning were devoted to this task. 
At eleven he would join Mignet and some of his young 
associates to dine at a café near the Palais Royal. The 
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afternoons were passed at the bureaux of the Consri- 
tutionnel, and the evenings were devoted to increasing his 
acquaintance with the Liberal bourgeoisie to whom he 

a been presented.® And yet, in spite of the fact 
that his time was so occupied, he does not seem to have 
been happy. “ I am condemned to stay in Paris, where 
1 am prey to the eternal ennuies that my fate sends 
me and that I bring on myself,” he writes to Madame 
Étienne.l4 

Already disillusion had come. Paris was not the 
golden city of his dreams. Its vastness overpowered 
Him, and he felt lost in the great merciless, ceaseless 
routine of public life in which his was à small and unim- 

ARE parte His craving for friendship was not grati- 
dia he longed for the more peaceful life of Aix 
and” îhe quiet understanding sympathy that he had 
known there. “ Well, my noble Rouchon, do you think 
that I have forgotten you because I have not written 
you for several months? Do you imagine that I am 
surrounded with so much genius, truth, and friendship 
that I have forgotten him who is all these things and 
more to me? No, 1 am carried away with things (to 
do); I am swept on without, however, thinking less of 
those things that formerly held my attention and that 
will hold it for ever. We have simply adjourned, but 
1 do not believe that we are separated. For our happi- 
ness and our mutual security we must think and live 
together, I need your whip, so gentle but so stimu- 
lating, and more than all else [ need your criticism, 
which brings me back, without fail, to the simple and 
the noble. I hope that the milk which you have made 
me drink will not degenerate, but for my own good 
and for my own heart I wish that I were with you. 
There you see the effects of absence and of separation. 
I talk to you as from afar, as when many things have 
passed, and 1 assure you that everything is as it used to 
be. All that shows me that we are very far away from 
each other. In spite of this Î can tell you that you are 
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never for an instant out of mind. You are in my solitary 
temple and to it I repair every day”1# But the die 
had been cast; a journalist he had become, and journal. 
ism could not profit him in Aix, where his readers would 
be few and his articles less acceptable. 

Manuels patronage set Thiers definitely on the path 
that he would pursue the following eight years. Manuel 
too, was a writer for the Constitutionnel, and he under- 
took to initiate his young friend into the customs of the 
profession. ‘This journal was the paper most hostile to 
the Bourbon restoration, and represented all phases of 
the traditional opposition. On its staff were to be 
found former Bonapaïtists and former Republicans 
joined, for the moment, into à group of Golden Mean; 

variste Demoulin, Étienne, Tissot, and Cauchois-Le 
Maire ; !* but the arrival of this new contributor changed 
somewhat the character of the paper. Thiers brought 
new life to their old theories. He redressed their anti- 
quated and banal arguments in a novel form. During 
the first year he wrote articles on contemporary politics, 
on literature, on history, and on the Salon of 1822. His 
broad acquaintance with all subjects made it possible 
for him to write on many things, and his remarkable 
facility of mind enabled him to master quickly, after a 
few hours” study, a subject that had been previously 
unexplored by him. His thirst for a universal know- 
ledge made this task a pleasure and not a tedium, for 
the young Thiers was interested in all things. Further- 
more, he interested his readers; his style was simple, 
easy, unaffected, and logicali? ‘The same lucidity of 
argument and precision of phrase that had aided him 
at the Bar of Aix gave him an early success in the year 
1822. Ât the outset, however, his versatility blinded 
his superiors to his peculiar aptitude for political dis. 
cussion and he continued to write on a variety of 
themes. In all of them he remained true to the 
colours that he had assumed. He had attached himself 
to the revolutionary school in politics, and so he was 
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a revolutionary in art and in literature. This fact 
Raid indicated in his criticisms of the Salon of 
1822. 

These articles he regarded as mediocre, even at the 
moment of their composition! But they had the 
virtue of being sincere and original, and their interest 
was further enhanced by the fact that the young critic 
was personally acquainted with his artists He had 
made the acquaintance of Gérard, Girodet and Horace 
Vernet. He frequented their ateliers and visited them 
in their villas in the country. He desired to become a 
sort of Mæcenas and succeeded to quite an extent. 
Once he had attained power he placed his artisticacquaint- 
aicesiin Incritive péter n'hète they served ably and 
well1® Of all of them he admired Gérard the most, and 
before long a real intimacy developed between the 
writer and the artist. He sat with him as he painted 
the Duchesse du Broglie, whose striking resemblance to 
her mother, Madame de Staël, impressed him.  Gérard's 
Gorinne he declared to be “ l'ouvrage le plus idéal et le 
plus vrai de l’art”’# Through Gérard he discovered 
the genius of Delacroix and predicted the success of 
Horace Vernet. He was not a lover of the conventional ; 
he desired the natural in painting as he desired the 
matural in literature. He hated the impressif school, 
for he abominated and failed to comprehend their 
subjectivity and their psycho-analysis. As an art critic 
he was successful, but that is not to say he was a good 
critic or that he was possessed of a real artistic sense. 
A hasty glance at the ghastly Thiers collection with 
which the Louvre has been burdened would be sufficient 
proof to the contrary! Gigantic bronze and plaster 
casts of atrocious Renaissance masters, frightful repro- 
ductions of Rubens, and minor artists must have lent 
an air of true Bohemianism to the mansion in which 
the later Thiers lived. As an art comnoisseur he is 
amusing, but there is more than the comical aspect 
to this interest that he developed. One cannot but 
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admire the efforts of the urchin of the rue des Petits 
Pères, Marseilles, who tried to understand and to 
appreciate. 

n art he was thoroughly Voltairian,!# and being an 
adherent of that revolutionary school, he was, as well, 
a Classicist. For in those days men were not 50 foolish 
25 to divorce progress from Clasicism. Among his 
writings of this Year there is a series of essaye on classical 
and romantic literature which pere in a small 
weekly known as The Album.® In these articles there 
is a breadth of vicw and a cosmopolitanism that is in- 
dicative of the real spirit of early nineteenth-century 
France. They contain in its essence the best of the 
Revolution and none of its excesses, and betray a free- 
dom of appreciation that eighteenth-century France 
would never have known. The following is an illustra- 
tion of that brotherhood of art and democracy of mind 
that the generation born of the late eighteenth century 
brought into Western European genius. 


“O France, dear Fatherland, one of thy children 
rejoices to-day that he was born on thy soil, and he 
prefers thee to all other mothers. Thou art neither 
proud nor disdainful, although the first among 
nations. Thou dost not contest rivals nor foreign 
glories. Thy children are just, for they have found 
at thy heart only generous sentiments; they love 
their native land, but they know that other lands 
(too) have beauty. Although they have a free and 
fertile genius, they are not afraid to imitate the 
works of their neighbours and to perfect their 
discoveries. They have listened to the wisdom of 
all the wise and from them they have composed the 
purest doctrines. They have not admitted of a 
philosophy without hope; more than all, they have 
thought on divine power. They have not revolted 
against the evils of life, but have borne them 
courageously. More capable and more judicious, 
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they have the better sung of man, of nature, and of 


the gods.” 2 


The Salon of 1822 and the essays in The Album are 
evidence of the versatility of the young author. But 
another work of the same period displays Thiers in a 
different light and in a rather astonishing mood. From 
the beginning of his residence in Paris he had been a 
frequent attendant at the theatre. In later life he did 
not lose his interest, and as Minister he was quite active 
in the direction of the national theatres at Paris. It 
“was this interest that led him to write, in 1822, a 
“Notice ” to the Life of Mistress Bellamy, the famous 
actress of Covent Garden. In the ‘“ Notice” Thiers 
appears in a newlight. He is a moralist and an advocate 
of the moral laws of society. He takes his work very 
seriously, almost too serionsly, and there is an amusing 
aspect to his remarks, At this time Thiers himself was 
known as a bon vivanf, In his letters he is constantly 
reproaching himself and he frequently acknowledges his 
lack of sobriety. When he comes to review the stirring 
life of Mistress Bellamy, he appears to be shocked into 
an almost puritanical solemnity. The irregular circum- 
stances that surrounded her entrance into the world and 
the extraordinary situations in which she found herself 
made him stop, possibly, and survey his own life, and 
the unfortunate conditions under which it began. There 
may be, indeed, a reminiscence of the rue des Petits 
Pères, Marseilles, and of his father, the roving, rollicking 
Pierre-Louis-Marie Thiers, in the solemn words with 
which he begins his concluding remarks : 


“So, no matter how brilliant the gifts which 
Nature has made us, no matter how happy the 
circumstances that fortune allows us, true and certain 
happiness can only be found in a regular life. Born 
of illicit passions, thrown into the midst of disorder, 
living in chaos, in spite of all talents and the greatest 
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kindness, and all that should conciliate man, Mistress 
Bellamy was still a unique example of evil chance 
and of that punishment that Nature always enjoins 
upon those who infract her laws.” 18 


It is difficult to imagine Thiers as the penseur and 
the moral philosopher, and it is impossible not to suspect 
that there was a twinkle in the bright eyes of the Little 
man as he sat before the desk in his bare room in the 
je of the Passage Montesquieu and penned these 
words, 

But these writings, while they may have pleased and 
interested his readers, did not make of him 2 marked 
man, and he was beginning to find the road to success 
a very steep one. 


“I could be happy if I had my two mothers, my 
other duties accomplished, my happy friends, and 
my thoughts to myself and not fnel to be turned 
first onc way and then the other. The future is 
not fair nor happy. It is vast, that one feels and 
sees everywhere. 1 have been more circumspect in 
my conduct than in the past, and this has come 
without much effort but within the natural progress 
of things. I am slowly gaining the just minds; I 
torment the false minds, and what is odd enough, 
I have not made very many enemies; nevertheless, I 
have a few; I am preparing to make some and 1 see 
them in che offing. Ha das oùe oil knocking 
down obstacles (in one’s path), and where they are 
men, there are enemies. My money affairs are not 
s0 bad, and they will continue to mend. ‘To sum 
it all up, the world is pursuing its destiny; reality 
pierces through things. I shall have what I am 
worth, no more, no less, and I can no more hide 
my evil than my enemies can hide my good. Mignet 
lives as 1 do, but less rapidly. His business will 
succeed, however, and s0 will mine, Two articles 
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of his on the letters of St. James brought him into 
relations with Talleyrand, who searched for the 
author everywhere,” # 


The opportunity came sooner than he may have 
expected. Thiers letter was written in May 1822, 
but three months later he was able to announce to 
Rouchon another project which he seems to have 
thought of declining at firstf lt was this project 
that brought the young writer definitely into the lime- 
light. Oddly enough, it was a foreign power that 
gave Thiers che opportunity of entering the political 
arena. 


The year 1820 had witnessed revolts against Reaction 
in the guise of the Metternich system in Naples, Picd- 
mont, and Spain. In the latter country Reroition had 
made great headway, and finally had driven the wrould-be 
absolutist Ferdinand from the throne. The unfortunate 
King had appealed to Metternich in 1822, and the 
Congress called at Verona had, in spite of England’s 
protest, committed to France the task of re-enthroning 
the overthrown Ferdinand. Louis XVIII, now more 
sympathetically inclined towards the reactionary school, 
Had cagerly assumed the cawe of Ferdinand, but 
parliamentary debates had ensued, and one Ministry, 
that of Richelicu, had fallen over the question of war 
or no war. The Ultras, of course, demanded a policy 
à outrance, while Liberals of the La Fayette and Manuel 
groups had declared that a war to suppress freedom 
ought to fail and would fail.2? 

The Liberal sections especially were divided on this 
question, and discussion of the intervention in Spain 
became quite general throughout France. Here was an 
opportunity for an able writer, and Thiers was selected 

his senior colleagues to make a tour of inspection 
along the frontier. * can hardly be doubted that there 
was a double purpose in this journey. For the coterie 
Li) 
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of Liberals with whom he was associated, Thiers was to 
make a true report of the state of things. It was even 
believed that he was to interview the leaders of the 
Spanish Liberal armies® For the public, however, 
he was to collect and publish amusing and scandalous 
data in regard to “ the Army of the Faith” He himself 
acknowledges this in à letter written from Tarbes during 
the journey: “There will be nothing of what really 
impressed me, for it is not written for those who quarrel 
over war and peace.” # The journey to the Pyrences 
‘began in October 1822. À month was spent en passant 
at Marscilles, in Switzerland, and in Hioteace, The 
actual inspection of the Spanish frontier occupied only 
part of November and December. During this journey 
Thiers took careful notes, and the account of his observa- 
tions was compiled in the form of a pamphlet that 
pal in the following year. This pamphlet took 

aris by storm. It was entitled Les Pyrénées et le Midi 
% la France pendant les mois de novembre et de decembre 
1822. 

The Pyrenees ïs itself a remarkable document for those 
wbo would know the real Thiers. It is a veritable 
pantheon of his talents. In it are found all the humour, 
serenity, minuteness of detail and of observation, and 
power of description that so characterized his style. He 
ridicules Paris officials, Italian inspectors, Genevan 
guards, and the “ Army of the Faith” in Spain. He 
describes with the phrases of a true poet the natural 
beauties of Provence. His verbal portraits of Tarbes 
and of the approach to Marseilles became famous, and 
were often repeated by his readers, and quoted in travel- 
lers guide-books of the time. His comments on the 
condition and morals of the French troops are valuable 
and enlightening. 

The story of the journey begins with an account of 
the authors attempt to obtain a passport. ‘The young 
Thiers calls upon the Commissaire of Police to make his 
application. 
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Thiers: 1 declare that I desire to circulate 
freely and chat I wish a passport.” 

Commissaire: “ For what destination ? ” 

Thiers: “ For forcign parts.” 

Commissaire: “ For foreign parts! And at such 
a time as this! Where are you going? ” 

Thiers: “ To Switzerland.” 

Commissaire: “ What business calls you there ? ?” 

Thiers: “ None.” 

Commissaire: “ Nonel And do you imagine that 
without reasonable motives Monsieur le Prefet 
will allow you to leave ? ” 

Thiers: {I choose to travel without reasonable 
motives must Monsieur le Prefet find them for 
me? Anyhow, is not the fact that I wish to see 
the country sufficient ? ” 

Commissaire: “ That is enough; the authorities 
will see what they can do for you. Come back in 
three days.” 

Thiers: “In three days! And what if [I amin 
a hurry, all my arrangements made? ” 

Commissaire: “ In three days.” 

Thiers: “But, please, has anyone complained to 
Monsieur le Commissaire about me? Is there any 
reason to suspect me? ” 

Commissæire: None whatever.” 

Thiers: “ Monsieur le Commissaire is therefore 
pleased with me? For here good citizens must be 
those with whom he is not acquainted.” 

Commissaire: “ In three days.” #3 


Undoubtedly this conversation was highly coloured 
for che purpose of amusing his readers, and yet it must 
be true in essentials, for evidence exists that Thiers 
passport was only obtained with difficulty and that his 
movements were carefully followed by the Bourbon 
Government at Paris. As a matter of fact, from the 
moment of his departure he was signalled to the various 
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departmental authorities, and most of his actions were 
reported by the secret police; most, but not all of his 
actions, however. The Government of the Bourbons 
suspected that he was an envoy of the Paris Liberals to 
Mina, the leader of the Spanish Constitutionalists, and 
while they do not appear to have been able to sub- 
stantiate the fact, it appears that he managed to escape 
thoir vigilant eyes and enter Spanish Cerdagne. Once 
across the frontier, he learned much from d’Erole and 
Mina, and when he set out to return, the harebrained 
young adventurer nearly lost his life during his passage 
over the mountains.3t 

Meanwhile Paris and provincial officials were at 
comiderable pains about his movement. The Prefects 
of the Bouches-du-Rhône, of Ariège, and of the Hautes- 
Pyrénées reported minutely his actions and the names 
of those with whom he met.#4 Some of them did not 
credit him with too good a character. The Prefect of 
the Bouches-du-Rhône, for example, made the following 
report: “ His political opinions are very bad, and his 
conduct has always been that of a partisan outré of 
liberalism. But,” he adds, “le gsire Thiers a de 
Pinstruction.? 35 

It is not unlikely that Thiers, thoroughly cognizant 
of these facts, enjoyed himself hugely, and purposely 
sought to mystify the watch-dogs of the Bourbon Restora- 
tion. This may account, in great part, for the raillery 
LA cHenIdon that he employs so frequently in the 

The panport at last procured, the author then pro- 
ceeds to relate his experiences with the functionaries of 
the countries that he desired to visit. To him Geneva 
was ideal. Here was true freedom, but a freedom of which 
he did not fail to make sport. At the frontier he is 
accosted by the Douaniers: “Who are you?” “A 
Frenchman”” “Your name?” “ Adolphe Thiers.” 
“Have you a passport?” “I have not.” “ Enter.” 
With such freedom the author is delighted, but he adds : 
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Depuis, je n'ai plus su qu'il existät un gouvernement À 
Genève! *# When, however, he tried to enter Savoy, 
it was another matter. He was brought before the 
censor at Chambéry for having in his possession a book 
on the French Revolution.#7 

It was after his visits to Geneva and Savoy that our 
young traveller came to Aix and Marseilles. At least 
this is the itincrary described in the book. At this 
point the character of the pamphlet changes. Thiers 
is serious; he describes the industries and agricultural 
products of the country with the minute and wearisome 
exactitude of a German student making the grand tour. 
But even at that there are lighter touches. He is writing 
now of the land of his birth, and from time to time he 
äs carried beyond the consideration of material chings. 
‘When he describes his own Provence, the poet supersedes 
the practical man : 


“It is only when arriving at Aix that once can have 
a true conception of this beautiful country, beautiful 
in its aridity. It is when reaching the last high 
hills, partly enveloping Marseilles, that one is sud- 
denly enthralled by a magnificent sight that travellers 
never forget and that, inspiring Joseph Vernet, 
revealed to him his true genius. Two great chains 
of mountain ranges open up, cover 2 vast area, and, 
lunging into the sea, disappear finally in the waves. 
Maries is enclosed in this circle. Arriving from 
the north, one beholds suddenly an immense basin 
in allits extent; its brilliant colouring overpowers 
one. Shortly afterwards one is struck by the form 
of the ground and its peculiar vegetation; the 
rugged, rounded hills with their rich green apparel, 
approaching the borders of the Saône a the 
aronne.” #8 


Chapter V begins the study of the Pyrences proper. 
But here Thiers is not at his best; he will not say all 
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that he knows.®® He visits the “ Army of the Faith,” 
which had just been thrown back upon the French 
frontiers. He confines himself to relating curious and 
picturesque details. The picture of the leaders, their 
pere and their credulity, is amusing as well as pathetic. 

is descriptions of King Mata-Florida, with his pages, 
ministers, and monks, is kindly but ironicalæ In spite 
of his intention to the contrary, however, the author 
becomes serious near the end, and attempts to consider 
some of the questions raised at Paris. Spain would 
welcome French soldiers, and the French soldier will 
obey his orders. He will do so because he is well- 
disciplined and because he has no conception of the 
meaning of the words “ Legitimacy ” and “ Return to 
Religion” At this point Thiers makes a bold stroke. 
He tears aside the veil with which men were trying to 
becloud the real issue which, he declares, remains the 
same: Shall we have a return to the old régime or 
not? That is the real issue at the bottom of all of the 
other problems, In this way he launches his own 
attack on the Restoration. The Pyrenees is but the 
prelude to a later work that was entitled The History 
of the French Revolution. He has grown since the days 
of Aix, when he was only the object of suspicion to a 
group of Conservatives in a dreamy little town of the 

idi. From the date of the publication of this first 
pamphlet his movements were carefully guarded by the 
police. The Government of the restored Bourbons was 
alarmed by this “avocat qui n’exerce pas sa profession.”’41 

This journey completed, Thiers returned to Paris in 
December. For him the return was difficult. Once 
more he had been in his beloved Provence, and it was 
not easy to go back to Paris. His curiosity was satisfied, 
and the capital seemed to him to have no more to offer. 
The journey which he had anticipated with such enthusi- 
asm was accomplished, and his heart was heavier than 
when he had set out upon it. He was entirely dis- 
ilusioned. But these were only momentary regrets, for 
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the publication of the pamphlet gave him the oppor- 
tunity that he needed. The Pyrenses created for its 
author a reputation and determined the field in which 
he would specialize. Political discussions in the Consti- 
tutionnel and in other papers were now left to him. 
V'auvenargues in 1821 freed him from the law, and in 
1823 The Pyrenees released him from the worries and 
annoyances of hack-writing. There was another result 
of this latest publication, however, the importance of 
which must not be forgotten. Some of the Pyrenes 
essays first appeared in the Comtitutionnel, and these 
articles had much to do in establishing the interest of 
another great man in him; they brought him to the 
notice voi the most adroit and most experienced states- 
man of the time. The young Thiers was presented to 
the veteran Talleyrand. 

The relations of these two men are shrouded in mystery. 
Je is a very difficult problem to determine just when 
they began, and how great was their effect upon the 
later career of the younger man. Both of them have 
guarded their secret carefully, and in view of the paucity 

rsonal material on this question, it is not unreason- 
able to infer that they may have wished to carry the 
secret with them to the tomb. Nevertheless, certain 
remarks of Thiers have come to light which make it 
possible to determine a few facts in regard to their 
early relationship. His earlier biographers inform us 
that the acquaintance began previous to the journey to 
the Pyrences. Earlier in the year 1822 Monsieur de 
Montlosier had written a violent pamphlet entitled De 
La Monarchie Française. In this pamphlet the reactionary 
interpretation of the Charter had been upheld. In 
March 1822, in the columns of the Constitutionnel, a 
very adequate reply had appeared. This reply had 
Fou mien by her, ad his article the Déinious 
of the Doctrinaires had been supported. It may have 
been this article that first called lalleyrand’s attention 
to Thiers,’ or it may have been that Talleyrand's 
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interest in Mignet’s reviews of the Letters of St. ames 
brought the old man of the Revolution into contact 
with his young protégé.f* At any rate, the appearance 
of The Pyrenres settled the matter, and one evening 
Thiers met Talleyrand at the house of Lafitte. When- 
ever the encounter took place, and it seems to have 
occurred at Talleyrand's request, it was a memorable 
event in Thiers life The old diplomat embarked 
upon a discussion of the Spanish question, during which 
his memory of events seems to have become à little 
befogged. “We shall have to fight an insurrection,” 
he said, “the worst sort of war, At another time I 
tried to dissuade Napoleon from interfering in Spain’s 
afairs. Napoleon did not hecd me, and in the trap into 
which he fell he wasted his armies and gained no glory. 
Well, if we abatain from interfering now, history will 
repeat itself” To this Thiers replied: “The Spanish 
have a very vivid remembrance of what the guerillas 
cost them, of all the pillage and destruction they cause. 
They will have no desire to experience again such trials. 
They will be even less desirous to do s0, since it is not a 
question of national, but only political, independence, 
and certsinly the majority will consider the invader as 
a liberator rather than an oppressor. ‘ L'Espagne est 
une Vendée éteinte. ? #4 

Talleyrand appears to have been impressed by this 
confident stranger who dared to disagree with him, and 
he invited him to call at his house. In the words of 
Thiers, from that hour Talleyrand adopted him,t5 and 
from this friendship both derived considerable advantage. 
The younger man found in the experienced old states- 
man 2 friend, sympathetic, loyal, and inspiring. Due to 
the latter's influence and to the assistance of other 
friends, he was enabled to buy 2 sufiicient amount of 
stock in the Constitutionnel to give him a voice in its 
direction. Cauchois Lemaire and Thiers bought à share 
which was to entitle the latter to a vote. The first 
assistance came from Baron Cotta de Cottendorf, a 
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well-known editor of Leipzig with whom Thiers had 
become acquainted when he moved from the Passage 
Montesquieu to rue de Choisul, where Alexander 
Schubart, a publisher and friend of Cotta, lived. The 
Baron was an astute man of business who was keenly 
interested in journalistic enterprises at Paris. It was 
Cotta and Lafftte who gave him this start.+® 

But out of this association grew other things. Thiers 
visited Talleyrand frequently. They discussed politics, 
and Thiers voiced often the opinions of Talleyrand in 
his articles for the Comsitutionnel and the Tablettes. 
“He never asked me to do anything, but he had a certain 
way of looking at me and of addresing me that I soon 
understood, and when he had something to say to the 

blic, he mentioned it before me.” 47 In the same 
Ereath the older Thiers recalled that Talleyrand did not 
at that time conspire with him. “Il ne préparait rien 
et il prévoyait peu (il était bien trop nonchalant !) il 
attendait ; mais l'évènement une fois survenu, il l'accep- 
tait san discuter et personne n’avait un coup d'œil aussi 
prompte et aussi juste pour en tirer parti.” ## 

These words may well be taken as a truc description 
of the attitude of Talleyrand, bourgeois, and Louis 
Philippe in 1823. In spite of the violent statements of 
writers who favour a more reactionary school of politics, 
there exists no definite and available material to prove 
other than an attitude of silent waiting on the part of 
those who would one day unite to bring Louis Philippe 
of Orléans to the throne. 

The establishment of his own identity in Paris b 
The Pyrenees, the friendship with Talleyrand, and his 
new relation to the Constitutionnel, made living some- 
what less of a problem for Thiers, but these more favour- 
able conditions did not permit him to adopt a less 
strenuous method of working, or to take his ease. “* Jai 
deux diners à servir tous les jours à Paris et à Aix,” he 
wrotet The duty of keeping his mother and other 
relatives he had already aisumed, and he was deter- 
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mined not to forget these obligations now that better 
times had come to him. Nevertheless, of necessity his 
life became less monotonous and more varied. ere 
were more demands on him. There were the conven- 
tions of society to be observed. He must frequent the 
salons of the bourgeois hostesses and maintain the wel- 
come that he had already established there, In the 
circle of the Liberals and of the Doctrinaires he became 
a frequent visitor ; a short, little man, with eyes singularly 
bright, so bright, in fact, that they seemed to illuminate 
the large glasses which covered them; his mouth twisted 
into that dry little smile that became s0 familiar to 
France, and that was so dreaded by his enemies, talking 
with an unparalleled vivacity and #sprét on all subjects, 
from finance and astronomy to religion. There was 
more confidence, more certainty, than had appeared in 
the eager and nervous barrister of Aix. Paris must 
have ed him, but the change was not only in 
manner, there was also an alteration in appearance. 
He had learned to care for himself, and he must have 
had a more vigorous bearing. The portraits of him at 
this period of his life are sufficient evidence of this fact. 
Then, t00, he had learned the manners of society. 
Though born in the provinces, he did not long retain 
the outward characteristics of à provincial. To succeed, 
he must do as the young Parisians of his age werc wont to 
do, and in following them Thiers frequently ran into 
debt. Like them, he must indulge in some form of 
recreation, and he selected the one that was probably 
least suited to him when he attempted to master the 
equestrian art. This was an effort for which he was 
manifestly unfitted because of his small stature and his 
quick, nervous temperament. But Thiers was not to be 
outdone. He frequented the ménage of Carréga, a former 
officer of the Empire, noted and admired by Parisians 
for his skill as à horseman. Under that veteran’s direc- 
tion the young provincial set himself to his task, 
and in di instance, as in many others, went to 
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extremes. He wished to be a second Alexander. So 
great was his enthusiasim that the delightful Bourgeois 
de Paris, who had observed him, remarks: “I am 
almost surprised that in his ardour to become a cavalier 
he did not attempt to become a jockey in a steeplechase, 
as did so many youths of good family.” 8 


The social metamorphosis of Adolphe Thiers was not 
the only ee of the year 1823. Another 
change, perfectly logical at his age, occurred ; his political 
opinions began to crystallize and to become more definite. 

le had always been an admirer of the Revolution; he 
had always adhered to the Liberal side. Even his 
attitude to Spanish affairs was not in line with that of 
the Ultras. it sort of Liberal was he ? 

It seems unlikely that this question could have been 
answered before the year 1823. With that year, how- 
ever, he had begun to evolve a political doctrine. In 
October 1823 he wrote these lines : 


“Two things are beginning to be accepted in 
regard to our political situation, The first is the 
present triumph of the aristocratic party and the 
powerlessness of the Opposition; the second is the 
necessity of waiting until this party has completed 
its destiny and its life. For the one, life consists 
first in forming and in growing, then in dominating 
exclusively.  Finally it will fall to pieces by its very 
victory and dissolve into its last elements. The 
accomplishment of this process is more or less rapid 
according to the times, places, and political circum- 
stances. In à democracy where one party recognizes 
nothing as above it, where it involves the sovercignty 
of the people, and where, in fact, it exercises the 
same; where nothing moderates its passions, it lives 
with greater brilliancy, éclat, and rapidity, and in 
two or three years its time of decrepitude will come. 
It is different in the case of an aristocracy that, 
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invoking monarchical authority, is forced to submit 
to it and endure moderation.” 81 


What is this, after all, but Talleyrand’s practice of 
waidng? But while waiting, Thiers would formulate 
a new pote philosophy. 

Unlike La Fayette, d’Argenson, and Manuel, he did 
not feel that the apparent conspiracy of monarchy 
against the charter justified conspiracy against monarchy. 
He had passed beyond those Liberals who felt that 
Monarchy was at best a concession that had to be made 
temporarily for the peace of the country. If not, then, 
a Liberal of the type of Manuel, what was Thiers? Was 
he Doctrinaire ? Even here à distinction should be 
made between him and the Royer-Collard-de Broglie- 
Duchatel-de Rémusat school. These men were far 
more theoretical and far more scholastic than he was. 
Sincere in their belief in a moderste liberalism of philoso- 
phy, literature, art, and je they were willing, 
nevertheless, to accept Monarchy if Monarchy, or 
Republic for that matter, would apply these principles. 
But Thiers was different, and this difference was due, 
in great part, to his history. Born in 1797 of the 
Revolution, educated under the Empire, hating both 
clergy and aristocracy, admiring only the strength of 
France under the Empire, he had witnessed the terrific 
fact of humiliation at the hands of foreigners, when the 
Reaction of 1814 had set in. Living in the south, he 
had experienced, undoubtedly, much of the more vicious 
Reaction of 1815. And when, in 1821, he came to Paris, 
he brought his love of France and of her grandeur, his 
admiration for Revolution and Empire. These he put 
in the Liberal Press of Paris, and these appear in his 
garliest writings. Yet it should be remembered, as de 
Rémusat points out, that never for a moment was he 
anarchical®* His advocacy of liberty was always re- 
strained by his love of system and order. From these 
sentiments Thiers finally evolved a middle conclusion 
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that was not in accord with Manucls satellites nor 
ge truly doctrinaire. ‘This middle policy was nothing 
less than Constitutional Monarchy. While admiration 
of England was then common thing, it had not yet 
been advocated as a platform. 

In theory Thiers was unique, but he was also unique 
in method. To bring about such 2 change he did not 
advocate revolution, but reconstruction. It was not 
necessary to uproot the Monarchy, to destroy the Charter, 
to decentralize France. Only one principle must be 
driven from France, and that was ‘ Legitimacy,” the 
doctrine of the Ultras that declared the right of the 
restored Bourbons, the successors of Louis XVI, to rule 
as Louis XVI had ruled. It is wrong to regard Thiers 
28 the exponent of Republic or the enemy of Monarchy ; 
“ Legitimacy” was his only political hatred, and to 
accomplish its overthrow he devoted all his energies 
during the seven succeeding years. For this campaign 
the little author of the Journey to tbe Pyrenees was 
already sharpening his weapons in 1823. His weapons 
were crayons, and the field for the conflict was the Fed 
of history ! 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE RESTORATION AND THE “HISTORY OF THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION * 


S Toi qui deux fois Leur dois le diadème, 
Toi qui deux fois languises dans Les fers, 
Napoléon à cète beure suprême, 
Tu partageas lrurs dangers, leur revers, 
S'ils sont tombés en bros de la France, 
Toi, 34 mourus de loniaines dimates, 
Par le poison d'une infame puissance, 
Mais Les français vengeront ton srépasse 
Verses printed in à pamphlet confiscated at Troyes, 
January 14, 18234 
“{ Le discours du Monarque des Gaules 
À Sas baisser les fonds et bausser Les épaules” 
Februsry 5, 1834 


Narozeon had died in 18z1, and his loyal adherents had 
ponte the passing of this vestige of the Revolution. 
ears later the hopes of French Liberals for alliance 
pue onarchy seemed to have vanished also, and, like 
their Bonapartist fellows, they, too, mourned a lost cause. 
To many it seemed that the tradition of 1789 had gone 
never to return, and that, if the fight for liberty was to be 
continued, new parties must be formed and new political 
methods must be developed. ‘The time has come to 
prepare the ground and to sow the seed,” wrote Mignet, 
the ever faithful friend of Thiers. “ Politics and civiliza- 
tion are at a standstill, and so they will remain unless real 
men of action appear to lay the foundations of the 
nineteenth century.” 3 
The old order of liberty was vanquished, but a new 
generation was just reaching maturity and soon its force 
would be felt. Metternich might congratulate himself 
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that Revolution was dead, but it would be revived in à 
new and more dangerous form.  Jacobin, Girondist, and 
Cordelier were no more, but in their places came lawyer, 
doctrinaire, scholar, historian; in other words, it was 
Bourgeois staid and stodgy who now would take the lead. 
Ringing in his cars was the distant rumbling of the 
tumbrils as they passed to the guillotine, or the booming 
of the guns of Pendémiaire, and therefore he could not 
brook such a genuine Restoration as the Bourbons were 
envisaging. He would be moderate, he would not be 
radical, and he could never be reactionary. When the 
Old Régime began to raise its head, new régime in the 
guise of the Generation of the Nineties appeared to 
oppose it. 

he years 1822-24 had witnessed an advance in the 
cause cf Counter-Revolution in France; Louis XVIII 
and Villèle, his minister, had been following quictly 
the paths of Reaction. In Press, in University, and in 
Foreign Affairs, they had slowly turned back from any- 
thing bearing resemblance to Liberalism. The Press 
law of 1822 had hushed more effectively the voice of the 
Liberals; the cases of newspapers suspended because of 
indiscreet editorials were now to be tried before the royal 
courts, far from the influence of liberally inclined juries. 
The University had been muzzled by the appoint- 
ment of a Churchman as Grand Master, and the École 
de Médicine, and the École Normale had been purged 
of their Radical leaders. Elections, too, in that year had 
been favourable to the Government, for Villèle, by clever 
manipulation of the electoral colleges, had obtained 
fifty-four Conservatives out of the serie new deputies 
returned. But this was not all. À Îaw providing for 
higher duties on imported goods had won the Ministry 
the support of the large industrials and landowners, and 
twenty-seven newly created peers swelled the chorus of 
those who approved of its policies. So re-enforced, 
Villèle now determined to make a Machiavellian stroke. 
The Chamber was dissolved and new elections proclaimed. 
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Again the wires that the minister pulled worked success- 
faly; a new Chamber with only seventeen pronounced 
Liberals resulted, and when in April 1824 a law was 
passed providing that each deputy should hold his seat 
for seven years, the Government appeared to be approach- 
ing a plenitude of power and control. The only signs of 
protest to these measures were the echocs of small town 
riots in the provinces.t 

In this fashion Counter-Revolution was steadily en- 
trenching itself at home during the last days of Louis 
XVIII under the watchful eyes of his minister.  Villèle’s 
interests, however, were not confined to the internal 
affairs of France alone. He was concerned also with the 
re-establishing of the country in the eyes of Europe; 
he wished to remove the suspicion with which Austria, 
Prussia and Russia regarded the country, and to do this 
he must make France the obedient servant of these Holy 
Allies. The occasion for the accomplishment of this 
desire was already at hand. 

In 1820 Revolution had broken out in Spain, and 
Metternich, as if to test the sincerity of the French 
Government’s protests of sympathy with the old régime, 
imposed upon France the duty of doing battle with the 
Spanish Constitutionalists. All of the country had not 
supported chis plan; it smacked too much of Austrian 
dictation, of Holy Alliance, and of Reaction to suit many 
Liberals, But when the French armies began to win 
victories, and when the Duc d'Angoulême was able to 
demonstrate that the Restoration, too, could wage war 
and uphold the military prestige of France, the Opposi- 
tion began to weaken. The glories of Napoleon and the 
wonders of the Revolutionary armies began to fade before 
the actual accomplishments of the Restoration generals. 
There is no blinking the fact that the success of the cam- 
paign against the Spanish Liberals strengthened the 
Restoration Government in France in spite of the many 
protests that had been made over the original purpose 
of the expedition. 
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By the middle of the year 1824, therefore, Villèle, 
Church, University, and Chamber Rad set out upon an 
open policy of returning to the more reactionary principles 
of the Restoration. The stage was set for the entrance 
of the Ultras, who were no longer timid. Their first 
attempt had failed ; it had been called the White Terror. 
Thanks to Villèle, another effort to raise the White 
Standard of old Bourbonism was now possible; Charles 
Count of Artois, leader of the reactionary Court party, 
might rule in France as soon as his brother Louis ni I 
was no more. The King was fast ageing, and the deplor- 
able event for which some of the Ultras were waiting was 
not far distant. As a matter of fact, it came sooner than 
even they expected, and on August 16, 1824, the Kin 
who had succeeded to the vacant throne of Louis XV 
breathed his last. He was carried to the tomb with all 
the pomp that France could bring to grace his last 
journey. Requiescat im pace, chanted the priests. There 
were tears in many eyes, but in the eyes of the Ultras 
there shone the hope of another resurrection. 


The Count of Artois assumed the name of Charles X. 
The selection of this title was not without significance 
for the future of France. A miserable predecessor of 
that name had learned nothing from the religious revolt 
that had occurred during his youth, and all the horror of 
the reign of Charles IX had been due to his failure or 
refusal to understand it. This latest Charles likewise 
Rad been taught nothing by the political upheavals of 
the French Revolution. He was himself the epitome 
of Conservatism. He was Ultra in politics, in religion, 
and in clothes. On the famous nighe of August 1789, 
when s0 many nobles had sacrificed their inherited rights, 
Charles had refused to renounce his privileges. In 
August 1824 his mind had not changed; he was deter- 
mined to regain what had been taken from him thirty- 
five years ago. 

Furthermore, in this determination Charles was not 
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entirely blinded by revenge. He had the means at his 
disposal to make at least a beginning. In contrast to the 
advisers of the Opposition, the counsellors of Charles were 
men of sais and ability. Vitrolles, ardent Rp 
was a man of no mean political sagacity; Jules de 
Polignac was the head of a family famous for its loyalty 
to Louis XVI, and an experienced statesman. Neither 
one of them wasanimated by thespirit of ruthless revenge : 
to do them justice, these men and their followers were 
sincere. If they would not tolerate bargaining with the 
pe le, it was because they did not believe in the rte 

£ did not regard themselves and their new King as 
bound to the rules that had been established by the 
demands of the people, it was because they believed that 
Monarchy and its incumbents had a more divine sanction, 
that of God Himself. It is a mistake to regard the inner 
coterie of Charles’s intimates as motivated by selfish 
interest alone. They believed in Monarchy by right 
divine as much as they bclicved in the Nicene Creed, 
More than all else, they were convinced that in 1824 the 
old régime could still be restored. 

Possibly, in this last opinion, they were not entirely 
wrong. Had Charles been gifted with a real political 
sense, it is not unlikely that he might have established 
a more enduring reign, for the spirit of the pre-Revolu- 
tionary days was by no means extinct in France, 

In the provinces many vestiges of the past survived ; 
landholding continued to be the general principle and 
the peasants do not appear to have been much interested 
in political rights. The Revolution had not brought 
them prosperity ; on the contrary, it had brought them 
the Terror with its representatives en mission and foreign 
wars. Monsieur le Comte and Madame la Comtesse 
were still the idols of many small rural communities in 
which even to-day the feudal spirit exists. In many 
localities the lord of the château remained the father of 
the little village of souls that clustered under the walls of 
his mansion. He continued to be their protector in 
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1824, even as he is still regarded as their friend to-day. 
These small village communities were still the centre of 
social life in the provinces. There were few tons of any 
great size, for te Industrial Revolution was yet in its 
infancy, and while the spirit of Liberalism could be 
found in these infant industrial communities, it was not 
yet very effective and not at all co-ordinated owing to the 
lack of communications. 

Furthermore, the power of the Central Government 
extended its tentacles into the smallest villages, for 
Bonaparte had bequeathed to the Restoration an adminis- 
trative system that might have been made to serve the 
cause of the Ultras themselves, and perhaps to secure for 
them a more lasting control than was actually the case. 
The Emperor had cel that the prefects, magistrates, 
and police should be appointed by the Central Govern- 
ment. Even the prefects selected the mayors of the 
communes. This system had been taken over entirely 
by the Restoration, and it might have become a powerful 
instrument in the hands of the Ultras King. The 
machinery for counter-revolution existed in 1824; but 
this was not the only advantage that Charles had. 

Not the least important among other favouring circum- 
stances was the psychology of the Liberal Opposition in 
1824. The Liberal party was wrcakened, divided, and 
dispersed. La Fayette, the great living symbol of 
democracy, claimed alike by Éxtremist and Moderate 
of the Left, was out of the Chamber, and had gone to 
America to find consolation for his defeat in the honours 
that the young Republic desired to offer him. Manuel, 
a veteran of some twelve years’ standing and patron of 
Thiers, had been sxpelled from the Chamber by reason 
of his opposition to French intervention in Spain. Only 
General Lo , who had s0 bravely covered the retreat of 
the French Army of the Pyrenees in 1814, and who had 
fought with equal courage from the Aoor of the House 
when, in 1819, the prose of the Revolution were 
endangered, remained in the Legislature. "To his name 
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should be added that of Casimir Périer, wealthy banker 
and man of iron. But these two could not control the 
Liberal Left. The General was feared because of his 
former association with Napoleon, and the capitalist, 
as a banker, was regarded as a man too intimately allied 
with the bourgeoisie. These men had not the confidence 
of the more Republican-minded followers of Manuel and 
La Fayette, and so the Opposition, lacking intelligent 
leadership, was incapable of effort. Probably many of 
them felt as did Guizot, the budding Droctrinaire 
who is said to have remarked 10 Manuel: “ Far from 
believing that a change of dynasty is necessary, I should 
regard it as a danger. Ye siens la Révolution de 1789 pour 
satisfaite aussi bien que our faite” 

Indecd Charles, the new King, must have been hope- 
lessly misguided not to have been able to take advantage 
of such a situation and to mould it to his own designs ! 

This extraordinary failure of the King seems to have 
come from a complete misapprehension of the condition 
of public opinion in France, He under-estimated the 
fact of the Industrial Revolution. When he believed 
that it would die in its infancy, he forgot that it was 
healthy and that this new force would grow. He was 
not clear-sighted enough to realize that this new economic 
development would re-fertilize the effort of 1780. But 
more than all else, the King failed to understand his 
capital. 

Charles judged Paris by the provinces, and in this he 
was grievously mistaken, for while Paris has led France, 
she has never been as the rest of France. The provincial 
hates Paris although he will eventually ape her modes 
and follow her lead. The city was then, and will be for 
all time, the centre of politics,intellectual effort,andartin 
France. In 1824 she boasted of seven hundred thousand 
inhabitants when few other French towns could claim 
as many as one hundred thousand residents. The 
administrative arm of the Monarchy might extend from 
Paris to the smallest commune and its mayor, but there 
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was another arm that, with industrial growth in France, 
would begin to reach from the communes to Paris and 
thus exert their influence in the capital. This was a 
factor that appears to have escaped the notice of the 
reactionary king. Aix-en-Provence sent its sons to Paris. 
There were Doctors Arnaud and Messieurs de Lauris who, 
as time went on, sent other and lesser Mignets and Thiers 
from the provinces to the city that was at once the pride 
and hatred of France, And chere, in the bourgeois 
salons of the Chaussée d’Antin, reigned the new men of 
the ’nineties, Villemain, Cousin, Rémusat, Duvergier 
de Hauramne, Carrel, and even in 2 lesser degree the 
intelligent little Thiers. Aided by their elders, Manuel, 
Laffite, and Périer, who received them, these men began 
to make themselves felt and their opinions heard. Here 
was a growing force that all the pomp of a coronation 
at Rheims and the Laws of Sacrilege could not eradicate. 
The new Bourgeoisie and Industrialism had come to stay 
and must be taken into the reckoning sooner or later. 
While the King was blinded to the social change that 
was coming over Paris, he was also mistaken in that he 
misconstrucd the apparent silence of the Opposition. 
When the noise of the Clubs had temporarily subsided, 
and when only seventeen Liberals were seen and rarely 
heard in the Chamber, Charles felt that he was supreme. 
The subsidence of demonstration led him and his 
ministers to believe that propaganda against the Restora- 
tion was at an end.  Confident in their security, King 
and Court were totally unaware of a novel form of 
opposition that was being slowlÿ evolved under the very 
eyes of royalty by the new men of the ’nineties. In 
contrast to the practice of the past, it was an opposition 
of silence that consisted in a quict, steady vote against 
the measures of the Government were they good or bad, 
in an effort to make it impossible for the Government to be 
a government at all. In fine, at the very moment when, 
Charles and many others thought that Liberalism was 
vanishing, the means for its regeneration Was coming 
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to maturity. The Press was throttled, but Carrel could 
write seditious articles and some wealthy bourgeois patron 
of the Moderate Left would pay the fine. Guizot, 
Villemain, and Cousin might later be driven from the 
Universities, but they could still talk in the salons of 
Paris. Political editorials might be prohibited, but 
Thiers could write a history, and History has more than 
once served as an effective means of political propaganda. 
The fact that absolutism revived in France at the same 

* time that the History of the French Revolution appeared 
is not without its significance, 


There have been so many excellent studies, both 
contemporary and of 2 later date, treating of this first 
prenons work of Thiers that a detailed criticism ofthe 

istory would be merely a repetition of what has already 
been done. There is, however, an aspect of the History 
that has been too frequently neglected, and that is à 

7 consideration of the work 2s the product and result of the 
milieu in which its young author had lived and grown. 

The History of the French Revolution began to appear 
at a very appropriate time, At the very moment when 
the reign of Louis XVIII was nearing its close, Thiers 
set to work. The elections so favourable to Villèle had 
just occurred. The full Restoration so desired by 
Charles of Artois and his coterie was on the point of 
accomplishment.  Nobility was declaring its rights and 
proclaiming its virtues; in the History, Thiers recalled 
its vices. Monarchy was vaunting its recent victories 
in Spain for the cause of Holy Alliance and its principles, 
and Thiers recalled that liberated France had defcated 
Holy Alliance. Republican clubs thought on riot, and 
Thiers described the Terror and warned France of the 
danger of the multitude, It was revolutionary propa- 

+ ganda that this work contained, but it was propaganda 
for the best of che Revolution. It was sympathetic to an 
aspect, but in contrast to previous works on the subject 
it was not opposed to Revolution nor was it favourable 
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to its exrcesses. Thiers was preaching a sermon on 
Moderate Liberalism, the Credo of the new Bourgeoisie. 

It was appropriate indeed that the two friends, Mignet 
and Thiers, decided to become historians about the same 
times The former work appeared in 1824, and the 
first two volumes of Thiers” History of the French Revolu-" 
tion were issued in 1823. These earlier volumes do not 
bear the name of 2 single author on the covers. The 
publishers probably felt that Thiers was not yet well 
enough known, and it was at their request that Félix 
Bodin, formerly an editor of the Constitutionnel, was 
associated with the young author. It is very doubtful 
that Bodin had anything to do with the actual writing 
of the books; after the appearance of the first two 
volumes, Thiers alone figured as the author. 

As soon as they had appeared, Thiers sent them to 
Étienne, and at the same time he wrote to his mentor : 


“Tres Case Maires, 
Here is my first fairly serious work, that is to say, 
my History of the French Revolution. 1 beg for the 
child the same welcome that you have already 
shown the father, and (then they will both owe to 
ou their small fortune. My two volumes have 
een confided to the diligence and they should reach 
you shortly. I hope that you will read at least one 
of them, for (then) your article could include that 
sort of criticism that you know pe how to give, 
instead of a (mere) expression offriendship. A little 
criticism will do no harm, but haste especially will 
do wonders. If my two volumes sell, Ï shall have 
one or two thousand francs more. That is some- 
thing for a young fellow who is without patrimony 
and without sobriety. Blow, therefore, in my sails; 
your testimony is one that will please me more than 
that of any other Hstérateur. I wish that you would 
allow me to place an ‘ É? at the end of the article. 
That is not necessary for the connaisseurs who can 
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recognize you, but for the plain public it will be à 
mark of authenticity. 1 apologize for my egoism, 
but I am uneasy, as in a first accouchement.” ® 


To his request for haste our rès cher maître acceded, 
and his article appeared within a very short time ; Étienne 
had followed vo the letter the petitions of his protégé. 
From the sale of the first volumes Thiers did not make a 
fortune, for he had not yet acquired that remarkable 
art of nepotiating with his publishers in such a way as to 
assure himself of à small fortunc before the book was even 
written.” In his more mature years Thiers was an apt 
dealer in literary futures. 

The subsequent volumes sppeared in rapid succession 
and the young author was Lept busy running all over 
Paris in search of his sources. Many of the latter were 
oracular, being conversations with survivors of the 
Revolution, a fact which accounts in great part for the 
peculiar charm of the Héstory. It is, in fact, a mirror 
of the mind of that society in Paris of which the budding 
historian was becoming a part. It betrays their opinions, 
their hopes, and their idcals. It is an echo of the dis- 
cussions that took place in the bourgeois salons of Paris 
where Bonapartist, Republican, and Constitutionalist 
foregathered. At times one can almost hear Talleyrand 
as he reads the lines, or Jourdan the general, or Baron 
Louis the statesman. With all these men and with many 
others the young historian talked. He plied them with 
mes Boswell-like, and from the living wreckage of 

e Revolution he gleaned his material. Sometimes 
he wearied his prey with his persistence. One day he 
encountered the briliant Madame Gay. Ah! here 
was a chance to obtain atmosphere for the Directory ! 


Thiers : What I regret not to have seen are the 
“brilliant receptions during the Directory, the joy of 
meeting again, the need of social intercourse, the 
Greek toilettes. Tell me all about it.” 
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And Madame Gay talked of the soirées, of Madame 
Tallien, and of Madame de Beauharnais. On and on he 
led her, farther and farther back, until the poor lady 
cried ; “ And are you not also going to ask me how theÿ 
dressed and amused themselves at the marriage of Marie 
Antoinette? ” This question appears to have silenced 
her relentless interviewer, for Thiers had made the 
mistake of asking her about things that had happened 
before she was born.5 

These were golden days for the indefatigable worker, 
and he revelled in them. At last he seemed to be aware 
of his own potentialities. To Rouchon, faithful friend 
at Aix, he wrote : 


“I am quite well, pushing away at my Revolution 
and praline now for three years (the doctrine) 
that the Left lacks common-sense, that they are 
foolish as the Émigrés, and that it will take perhaps 
fifty years to re-establish an enlightened, indignant, 
and powerful public spirit. Philosophy, science, and 
industry alone will return to us our convictions and 
our powers, but it takes time for them to act. The 
petty instigators of riots are fools and idiots and are, 
for the most part, men who have been corrupted in 
one or two régimes and who wish the present one to 
terminate at once, because they are old and want to 
be prefects once again before they die. The youth 
(of France) alone hope for and Îook to the future 
because they still have years ahead of them.” * 


The above letter indicates quite clearly that the 
young Thiers did not purpose to write a purely narrative 
account of the great Revolution; in fact, he makes a 
full confession of his intentions in the first preface to 
Volume I. 


“I propose to write a history of the memorable 
Revolution that stirred men profoundly and that 
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divides them to-day. I have not blinded myself 
to the difficulties of the undertaking, for the passions 
that we thought had been quelled under a military 
despotism have begun to revive. Suddenlÿy men 
who are weighted down with years and affairs have 
felt reborn within them the disagreements that they 
believed had disappeared, and the have communi- 
cated them to us, their sons and heirs. But if we 
have to sustain the same cause, we do not have to 
defend their conduct, and we can distinguish between 
the liberty of those who have served it well or ill, 
since we have the advantage of having heard those 
old men, who, still full of memories, still agitated in 
their impressions, reveal the spirit and character of 
their parties and teach us to understand them.” 19 


In the earliest volumes at least, Thiers is loyal to this 
purpose, and throughout these books there is an unmis- 
takable strain of political argument for a Government 
far different from that in existence in 1824. The young 
author is not inimical to the idea of Monarchy. His 
treatment of the unfortunate Louis XVI is kindly almost 
up to the last, but it gives him the opportunity to 
expound the virtues of his ideal government—e roi 
règne et ne gouverne pas—the famous limited Lingship 
à l'anglaise that would soon become the rallying erÿ of 
those bourgeois (many of whom must have been readers 
of the Histerÿ) who proposed to substitute Louis Philippe 
of Orléans for Charles X the Bourbon. In fact, Thiers 
is in haste to introduce the English system to his readers, 
and he does 50 at the earliest possible moment, when 
he introduces the Swiss banker, Jacques Necker, who had 
been persuaded by Louis XVI to try to disentangle French 
finances : “ Necker was the only one who had not 2 place 
but a wish. He had always desired the English Constitu- 
tion, the best evithout à doubt that one could adopt as a means 
of æicommodation between the throne, the aristocracy, and 
tbe people.” 
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A little farther on, while describing the efforts of the 
National Assembly at constitution-making, the beloved 
gouvernement à l'anglaise is discussed again : 


“The English Constitution was the model that 
appealed naturallÿ to many minds, because it was 
e arrangement arrived at in England after à 
similar date between the King, the Aristocracy, 
and the People This Constitution consisted 
essentially in the establishment of two Chambers 
andin the royal sanction. But the minds of menin 
their first impuke go direct to the most simple 
ideas; a people that declares its will, a king wl 
executes it, appeared to them 2 the only legitimate 
form of government. To give to the Aristocracy a 
part equal to that of the Nation by means of a high 
Chamber, to confer upon the King the right to annul 
the will of the Nation by means of his sanction, 
seemed to them an absurdity. The Nation wills, 
the King fulfils. Their minds did not go beyond 
these simple principles, and they believed that 
they wanted a Monarchy because they left a King 
e executor ofthe National Will. Real Monarchy, 
as it exists even in the States that are called free, is 
the domination of one man who is restricted by the 
support ofthe Nation. The will of the prince here 
accomplishes all, and that of the Nation is limited to 
restricting the evil, either by disputing taxes or by 
appealing to the law. But from the very moment 
when the Nation can command what it wishes 
without the Kings opposing a veto, the King is 
nothing more than a mere magistrate.” 11 


In the second volume the discussion as to a desirable 
government is continued and concluded. The Constitu- 
ent Assembly that drew up the first Constitution was 
succeeded in October 1791 by the Legilative Assembly. 
Before commencing his narrative of the Legislative's 
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accomplishments, Thiers pauses and passes judgment on 
the work of its predecessor. 


“The power conferred, it was necessary to recon- 
struct it in a just and suitable manner. Butatthe 
sight of this social scale at the top of which every- 
thing was lacking, even bread indispensable to human 
life, the Constituent Assembly experienced a violent 
reaction and desired to reduce everything to an 
equality. It decided, therefore, that the mass of 
citizens, once equalized, should express their will, 
and that the King should be charged only with 
carrying out that will. 

“Its mistake was not at all to have reduced the 
Monarchy to a mere Magistracy, for there still 
remained to the King sufficient authority to main- 
tain che laws, and even more auchority than the 
Magistrates of Republics pouesed. But its great 
error was to have believed that a King who possessed 
the memory of what he had been could resign him- 
self to this new position, and that a people who had 
just come into enjoyment of a part of public power 
would not wish to assume all power. History 
demonstrates, in fact, that it is necessary to divide 
infinitely the Magistracies, or that, if one sets up a 
single power, it must be so arranged that it has no 
desire to usurp. 

“ When nations almost exclusively occupied with 
their private affairs feel the necessity of giving to a 
chief the cares of government, they do well to give 
themielves one. But then this chief, the equal of 
the English kings, with power to convoke and dis- 
solve National Assemblies, only accepting their 
wishes or sanctioning them when theÿ suit him, 
and only prevented from doing great harm, should 
really enjoy the greater part ofthe sovereignty. The 
dignity of man can still survive under such a govern- 
ment when each citizen realizes what he is worth, and 
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knows that the great left to the prince were 
only abandoned to him as 4 concession to human 
weakness.”? 


Aix had taught Thiers Revolution; his work for the, 
History had converted him to the principles of Constitu- 
tional Monarchy, but in his opinion France of the 
seventeen-nineties was not ripe for such a government. 
The Revolution must follow its ordinary course before 
the ideal could be attained® It was only in 1824 that 
the time had come, and in that year he undertook to 
proclaim the fact to his countrymen through the medium 
of this work of ten volumes. 


In so far as there may be any real political significance 
to the History, it is to be found in the first two volumes. 
Considered as a purely historical work, however, they are 
in great part useless. They were done in haste; the 
sources, although they.were general and varied, were not 
exact, for at the time the writer could draw only upon 
the impassioned testimony that was replete with explana- 
tions, apologies, and recriminations. When Talleyrand 
talked, he was explaining himself, and when others related 
their actions, they must have had in mind the criticisms 
that had been levelled at them. The treatment, too, is 
frequently uneven and there are obvious gaps. There is 
no mention of the origins of the revolutionary movement. 
The Philosophers are practically ignoredit Financial 
and economic considerations are reduced to a minimum, 
and therc is only a vague mention of the irregularities 
of the feudal impôts15 These are only a few of the 
instances of omission and negligence that might be given. 

But the bourgeois for whom his work was written were 
not scholars and received the results of his labours with 
acclamations. Simon relates that Thiers was not pleased 
with the applause of the Liberalsi6  Nor was he blinded 
to his shortcomings by Étienne* unstinted prise? 
A change came over him; he became more serious in 
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regard to his work and he desired to study his material 
more carefully; he wished to become a real savant 
Perhaps already the empty glory of academic laurels 
began to hover before him. He dents Talleyrand 
more assiduously and he consulted Baron Louis, who 
helped him disentangle the financial intricacies of the 
period. He conferred with Jomenin and Jourdan on 
military matters, ‘The same passion that he had 
formerly betrayed for the equestrian arts was diverted 
to the study of military strategy. He haunted the 
rendervous of artillery officers and through them obtained 
admission to the manœuvres. Some of his friends were 
amused by what they regarded as his latest fad, but it was 
not amusing to Thiers; it was serious business, and it 
‘was a business that succeeded, for the beneficial results 
of his intensive venture into financial and military matters 
are apparent in the later volumes. 

7 The later books of the History reveal Thiers as à writer 
of potent and dramatic ability. As a narrative they have 
not been surpassed, and the enthusiasm of the youthful 
author of twenty-eight knows no bounds. At times this 
latter characteristic carries him far. He becomes 4 
hero-worshipper, and his heroes are indeed an oddly 
assorted lot. ‘The young bourgeois from Marseilles is 
attracted by Bailly, the dutiful, the unselfish, “a plain 
<itizen known only for his virtues and his talents, who 
presides over the great ones of the realm and of the 
Church.” 1° 

Thiers too was of the people. It is small wonder that 
he is captivated by Mirabeau, a compatriot, “ né sous le 
soleil de Provence.” % He is fired by the latter’s power 
and eloquence, and fascinated by the sheer hideousness 
oftheman. Another hero of a totally different character 
äs La Fayette, whose loyalty to the King he upholds.ft 
In the personalities of the later period Thiers does not 
find so much cause for admiration. To this there is one 
exception, Danton, and even in this instance Thiers has 
been credited with having expressed a good deal more 
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sympathy for the leader than seems actually to be the 
case.#3 

This hero-worship is for individuals, however, and never 
for the people themselves. He looks upon the Breton 
Club with a suspicious eye; he shows no special respect 
for the Jacobins. As for the mob, he gives his readers a 
very severe lesson on that subject when he is relating the 
events of November 1793. 


“It is with disgust, doubiless, that one beholds 
these scenes without restraint, devoid of sincerity, 
where a people changes its religion without under- 
standing the old or the new. But when is a people 
sincere? When are they capable of understanding 
the dogmas that Jar ben delivered (to them) ? 
Ordinarily, what do they need? Large reunions 
that satisfy their craving to be called together; 
symbolic spectacles where they are reminded of the 
existence of a power superior to chemselves ; finally, 
feasts where homage is rendered to those who have 
nearest approach t the good, the beautiful, and the 
great ; in a word, ceremonies, temples, and saints ! ” 33 


It was not the mob that occaioned his enthusiastic 
outbursts; it was rather the steady and remarkable 
procession of able though unscrupulous men who carry 
the Revolution to its logical conclusion that inspires him. 
His admiration for these extraordinary “ lords of a day ” 
has been the basis for the charge that he was an apostle 
of success. It has been said by some of his bitterest 
critics that in his History he expressed his admiration for 
a man or a régime until failure set in and then he 
turned to an enthusiastic support of the successor. This 
comment is hardly just. The History of the French 
Revolution is an epic of patriotism written by an ardent 
young Frenchman in the full bloom of his love for his 
native land at the very moment when he perceived that 
it was losing its enthusiasm. Any deed or action accom- 
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plished by any of the régimes that redounds to the glory 
* of the patrie is to him an evidence of the French genius 
in which he so sincerely confided. The successes of the 
Revolution are the occasions for an outburst of praise, 
but that is not to say that Thiers was fickle or that he 
believed in the abominable doctrine that the end justified 
the means. On the contrary, he has not allowed his 
enthusiasms to carry him too far, and in the course of his 
narrative he has not hesitated to pause and to express 
censure. An example of this may Left in Bu daim 
mary of the Terror, when the Convention was under the 
thumb of Robespierre. At the opening of the Terror 
the allied armies were threatening even the roads to 
Pari; extreme measures were deemed necesary, and 


Robespierre established his practical dictatorship : 


“In order to continue as supreme dictators of this 
immense work, they destroyed alternately all 
parties, and in accordance with human nature they 
experienced the excesses of their qualities. These 

ualities were force and energy; their excesses were 
desde ofcruelty. Theyspilled torrents of blood until, 
become unnecessary by the victory (of the armies), 
they succumbed. The Convention then assumed 
control and little by little they abated the extreme 
rigours of the administration.  Reassured by victory, 
they listened to the voice of humanity and gave 
themselves over to a spirit of regeneration. All that 
was good and great they desired to attain to, but 
the (various) parties that had been wcighed down 
under a pitiless authority revived under a kindly 
order. “yo factions, in which men of infinite 
shades of opinion were confounded, both friends and 
enemies of the Revolution, attacked in turn the 
Convention. The first was vanquished at Germinal 
and Prairial, the other at Vendémiaire, and to the 
last day the Convention was heroic in the midst of 
danger. Ât the end they drew up a Republican 
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Constitution, and after three years of struggle with 
Europe, with factions, and with itself, they retired 
and gave France to the Directory. 

“Their memory has remained terrible; but in 
their behalf there is one tremendous fact to declare, 
and all the accusations that have been raised against 
them fall; the Convention saved us from forcign 
invasion ! The preceding Assemblies had bequeathed 
to them a France compromised, but the Convention 
gave to the Directory and to the Empire a France 
secure.” #4 


The success of the work is familiar. From the date of, 
its completion its author was recognized as a writer of 
merit. The undertaking and successful accomplishment 
of such a task led him to make a momentous decision ; 
an historian he would be, and the History of the French 
Revolution would have a sequel. On April 2, 1826, he 
signed with Alexandre Schubart, publisher, à contract 
for the publication of a History of tbe Consulate and the 
Engire. This work was to begin where the previous 
history left of. It was to include at least four or five 
volumes. When it finally appeared it cpu ren, ! 
Far different were the terms of this second contract ; he 
was to receive three thousand five hundred francs 
volume issued for the first edition of two thousand copies, 
and in the interval of its composition Monsieur Schubart 
agreed to advance sums of money that were to be arranged 
“à l'amiable.” # 

As à matter of fact, Thiers became distracted by more 
important matters, and when the scquel appeared he was 
almost twenty years older; Monsieur Schubart was not 
the publisher, and the fortunate Thiers received more than 
three thousand five hundred francs per volume issued. 
As well, his publishers advanced him over one hundred 
thousand francs during the period of its writing. 
Evidently the young Thiers had not studied finances 
under Baron Louis in vain ! 
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CHAPTER V 
THE CRITICAL YEARS (1824-30) 


Tue years 1824-30 were critical years for Charles 
and for Thiers; during them both met their fate and 
set out upon those paths that determined their different 
destinies. The King experienced a baptism into the 
religion of Reaction, while the historian completed his 
education as a political journalist, Charles’s initiation 
was in public, while that of Thiers was in secret and 
hidden Tom the cyes of most of his countrymen. 

The spectacular coronation of the King had taken 
pue at Rheims, where all the pomp and panoply of 

hurch and royalty had been revived. Even the sword 
of Charlemagne was said to have been recovered to grace 
the sacring of this latest Defender of the Faith, and the 
holy oils that had been used to anoïnt the head of Clovis 
were believed to have been found to consecrate the new 
hero of Jesuit and Ultra. On the very eve of such an 
impressive occasion Chateaubriand had taken up his diary 
and written these words : “There are no hands virtuous 
enough to cure the King's evil; there are no holy oils 
powerful enough to make kings inviolable.”’: Which is 
to say that in 1824 two deadly parallels existed in France, 
Counter-Revolution and a revived Revolution. The 
coronation and the History of tbe French Revolution 
were the respective symbols of these two forces that 
within a short time would tear France asunder. So ill 
adapted to the nineteenth century were the tactics 
of those who upheld the principles of Rheims that 
the Revolution had only to wait until Ultra and 
King had heaped up a mountain of f prejudice that one 
day would become top- er and fall upon the builders 
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themselves. A strange sort of fatality seemed to pursue 
Charles X and his minister Villèle: every move that 
they made alienated some group in France, and this 
was truc of those who would normallÿ have supported 
them as well as of those who were their enemies by 
instinct or tradition. In the end the King pleased no 
one but himself and a very few of his coterie. 

Charles himself had been an émigré, and one of his 
poceal interests was to recompense those who he 
elt had been deprived of their property during the 
Revolution. From the very first day of the Restoration 
he and his Ultras had persistently demanded indemni- 
fication for their lands that had been confiscated. To 
return to them all or even part of the property was out 
of the question, and they had set a valuation on their 
losses. În this they had shown that, although adherents 
of the old régime, they were gifted with a good business 
sense. Their demand was not modest; one billion 
francs was the figure that they had named! It was 
utcerly out of the question for the Government to pay 
outright such a sum, but some method of satisfying the 
Kings Te must be found, and to its discovery Charles 
devoted much ofhis thought. Such à problem, however, 
was not an easy one, for the louder the Ultras cried for 
indemnity, the greater was the fear of the Bourgeoisie 
for its own financial security. If the question was 
allowed to remain long without solution, the delay might 
affect the prosperity of the country and wreck the chances 
of the Monarchy. Charles was néturally impatient. At 
last, Villèle thought he had solved the problem, and he 
tried to better the situation by soft words in the coining 
of which he was so adept: “ Security to the present 
holders, satisfaction for the émigrés” By this he meant 
that he would attack the purse and not the property 
of the Bourgecisie through a reduction of the interest 
on Government bonds. ‘These securities now paid five 
per cent.; hereafter they would yield only three per 
cent. This, said he, will make it possible to pay the 


7° 


THE CRITICAL YEARS 


interest on the billion that the King believes is due the 
émigrés. When announced in the Chambers the proposal 
created a furore. In the Deputies, General Foy and 
Benjamin Constant led the Opposition, while in the 
Peers, usually s0 docile, a vigorous protest was made by 
Chateaubriand and de Broglie. In spite of these efforts 
the measure was pased in 1825. Paris may have 
shrugged its shoulders at the coronation at Rheims, but 
many Parisians were not amused when their incomes were 
reduced by such a measure. "The very class that Villèle 
had placated by his high tariffs in 1824 he had now 
antagonized. 

The affair of indemnification must have occasioned 
not 4 little amusement to the young author, who was 
now filing the stalls of the Quai Voltaire with his 
History of the French Reuolution. As a matter of fact, 
Thiers had narrowly escaped being concerned with the 
pie of the Restoration Government. In April 1824 

e had carried on a rather odd correspondence with 
certain members of the Ministry who were at this time 
intent upon pacifying the Ultras in France. In fact, it 
is not at all unlikely that his affair with Villèle was due 
in part to the publication of the earlier volumes of the 
History. His researches had led him far into the field 
of economics. He had consulted frequently Baron 
Louis, 2 former finance minister of the Empire, and 
aided by the latter he had been enabled to present an 
intelligent analysis of the economic policy of France 
during the period of the Revolution.® At the same time 
he had had a hand in the publication of another work 
on finances. The Ministry had proposed a new system 
for the conversion of Government bonds. The pro- 
posal seems to have been sound, but it was an innovation 
and it was not acceptable to many of the Liberals. 
Paris was flooded with pamphlets on the subject, and 
newspapers discussed it in lengthy edivorials. One 

mphlet among others attracted especial attention 

cause it bore the name of Jacques Laffitte, banker and 
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Liberal. It appears that Thiers, who had recently 
published an article entitled ob Law end His System, 
participated in the writing of Laffitte’s brochure. Con- 
trary to the popular expectations, the banker and his 
young scribe supported Vittes measure in no uncertain 
terms. These ficts were brought to the attention of 
the Ministry, and negotiations were opened between the 
Government and Thiers. In Apel he received an 
anonymous letter asking him to write more articles in 
favour of the proposed measure, The wording was soft 
and ingratiating: “ No one is more capable than you 
are,” the unknown writer declared® Though flattered, 
the astonished recipient of this nee communi- 
cation did not lose his head. He suspected a trap and 
so he hesitated. Finally, he replied hr requesting his 
anonymous correspondent to disclose his identity. The 
response that he received was even more flattering and 
offered the Moniteur, the organ of the Government, for 
the publication of the articles if Thiers would write them. 
The letter concluded : “As to the name of your cor- 
respondent, I hope that you will not make that a sine 
qua non. It should be sufficient for you to know that, 
next to the Minister of Finances, he is the man who 
would attach the greatest importance to your work. 
The young economist who has so truly said that in our 
modern society all is represented by gold, will not refine 
to receive the price of a service rendered to his Country.” { 
To this the ‘“ young economist ” responded that he would 
be glad to comply because of the question involved and 
because of Monsieur Laffitte, to whom he owed what 
little he knew of finances, but first he must know the name 
of the writer and to what uses his articles would be put. 
This reply concluded the affair, and Thiers hea: 

more ofit. As a matter of fact, Villèle himself was the 
author of the letters and he had even been seriously 
considering the possibility of cfcrng Thiers a position 
in the Finance Department. But for the facts of his 
extreme youth, his obstinate refusal to obey the sug- 
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gestion of an unknown authority, and perhaps his 
political opinions, the young Thiers might have become 
a part of the Restoration Government. Would he then 
have launched the terrific attack that he inaugurated a 
few years after the episode had been concluded ? 


The indemnification of the émigrés quieted temporarily 
the Ultras, but there was another plank in their platform 
that had to be considered. Closely allied with Monarchy 
stood Church, and Church, too, had suffered by the 
Revolution in loss of property and prestige. Like the 
nobility, churchmen must be raised again to their former 
position of pre-eminence and respect. The King was 
blind to the fact that Catholicism when persecuted attains 
again and again its real perfection. Charles was a 
Catholic, but not of the liberal-minded, de Bonald type. 
He could never have understood La Mennais; it is 
doubtful whether he could have comprehended Lacor- 
daire, Montalembert, or even the saintly Frédéric 
Ozanam. To him they would have Soit seemed 
Abbé Gregoire all over again, or even Gobel, the remark- 
able Archbishop of Paris, who publicly abolished Chris- 
tianity in the Archiepiscopal Sec of Paris. His well- 
intentioned eflorts were ill-advised, to say the least of 
them. The first bit of religious legislation was almost a 
necessity; the Law of Sacrilege made it a capital offence 
to profane, steal, or mutilate Church property. But this 
law, wise in its purpose, extreme in the penalty that it 
inflicted, was merely a prelude to a policy o general 
rcligious tolcration envisaged by the King. In the face 
of existing legislation the Jesuits were allowed to resume 
their activities in France. Great numbers of other 
religious orders returned, and the influence of the Church 
in the schools of France was facilitated. Hated by the 
Grand Master of the University, the courses of Guizot, 
Villemain, and Cousin were suspended, and the École 
Normale was closed a second time. These practices 
irritated not only the secular Liberal and the indifferent 
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bourgeois, but they displeased as well not a few Catholics 
who were known 25 Liberal Catholics, who did not 
desire a return to Church privilege and the perilous 
alliance of Monarchy and Papacy. Possibly he were 
embarrassed by the untimely policies of Leo XII, who 
had come to the Papal throne in the previous year. 
These men, the advocates of a Gallicanism not unlike 
that of 1682, joined the opponents of the Government 
in their cries of protest. Popular replies to the reac- 
tionary measures of Charles and his friends took the form 
of demonitrations at the funcrals of Foy and Manucl, 
the two Liberals, both of whom died in the course of 
the year 1825. 

Peoples riots could be quelled by the police, but 
more drastic measures were needed to control the activi- 
ties of the Press, where criticism of the Ultra régime was 
bitter and almost constant. ‘The next concern of Villèle 
was, therefore, the Liberal newspapers. His weapon 
was a sweeping law popularly Inown as the “ Vandal 

* Bill of 1827.” Its provisions would have required every 
newspaper to deposit with the Government the manu- 
script copy of every issue five days prior to its pub- 
lication. he Act contained as well a declaration to the 
effect that previous regulations relative to “ Liberal 
tendency ” were to apply to all publications, magazines 
and books, as well as newepapers. Oddly enough, the 

eatest opposition came from the quarter where it was 
least expected. The Peers opposed vigorously the 
measure and finally brought about its defeat. When 
an earlier law re-establishing primogeniture was voted 
down, the defeat of the Government was celebrated with 
illuminations in Paris, and on the occasion of the loss 
of this latest propoal, the capital again indulged in 
rejoicings while ke Government buildings remained 
dark and unadorned. 

1n brief, the two years of the partnership of Charles 
and Villèle had not resulted in popularity for either of 
them. The minister had begun with an unmistakable 
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majority, but in 1827 he found himself confronted with 
a growing Opposition in both Chambers. Outside of 
the Legiative matters were not much better. The 
King had been insulted at a review of the National Guard, 
and the Government Had replied by disbanding that 
organization. The Guardsmen had been compelled to 
doff their uniforms and pack them away for a more 
auspicious occasion that would come in July 1830, 
when the same Guardsmen had their revenge by forcing 
Charles to doff his crown. 

The Guard abolished, the nobles and clergy reinstated, 
the Press throttled, the one remaining blot was the 
Opposition in the Chambers. In his handling of this 
matter Villéle made the greatest error of his career. In 
1824 he had strengthened his hand by persuading the 
King to create new Peers and by calling for a new 
election. Evidently he believed that in 1827 history 
would repeat itself. Accordingly, seventy-six new peers 
were created and new elections were announced, But 
the latter failed to give the minister the support that he 
needed. He had alienated too much of France during 
those two critical years, and at the very moment of the 
crisis an event occurred that united for à brief time all 
of the different shades of the Opposition. It was the 
policy of Villèle in regard to Greek independence that 
caused his downfall. 

Together with many other nations of Western Europe, 
the people of France had long sympathized with the 
heroic struggle that the Greeks had commenced in 1820 
to obtain their independence from the Sultan. But 
Metternich, Holy Alliance, Charles, and Villèle had not 
allowed France to carry her sympathy too far. No 
official act of the Government Pad given the slightest 
indication of French concern. This had been left to 
individuals and to groups. French Liberals rejoiced in 
the war, for they saw in it the reflection of their own 
glorious Revolution. Catholics and  Conservatives 
favoured it as a movement against the infidel. Poets, 
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artists, and writers were thrilled at the possible revival 
of Classical Hellas. Ir is indeed odd that one particular 
writer, Thiers, has left no record of his sentiments at 
this time. From the first day of his administration, 
Villèle had encountered difficulty in restraining the 
enthusiasm of some of his countrymen. In 1825, when 
the massacres occasioned by Égyptian interference 
occurred, sentiment in France became almost too power- 
ful to control. The cry was for intervention. But 
England, as usual, had preferred the method of diplomacy 
as a policy more advantageous to herself, and Villèle, 
faithful to Canning, managed to stand out against war. 
The French fleet might observe and police, but that was 
AL Then, da Jdlÿ 1827, came the gnat event at 
Navarino, when suddenly Russian, English, and French 
fleets struck a blow at the ships of the Pasha. At that 
instant Villèle’s policy was discredited and his enemies 
arose. In despair he gpesed to the country, and in its 
reply he read his own failure. He who in 1824 boasted of 
a mere Opposition of seventeen, in December 1827 found 
only one Ébndred and fifty anpporters in the face of his 
two hundred and fifty opponents. On December 5, Villèle 
retired, and the Moderate Martignac succeeded him. 





These affairs of religion and diplomacy did not affect 
especially the young economist with whom Villèle had 
corresponded in 1824. During the early days of Charles’s 
rule, Thiers had remained faithful to his History, that 
is, as faithful as one of his variety of talents could be. 
Research of a sort and journalism claimed his attention. 
For the Constitutionnel there were articles to write; for 
himself, there were friends to be made and salons to be 
visited; art to be criticized and money to be raised by 

romises of wonders of histories to come. Political 

iscussions were still mere incidents, and at first history 

and art were his chief concerns. The yearly salons he 

visited assiduously, and there in 1824 he resumed the 

education that he had begun in 1822. In literature and 
76 


Google 


THE CRITICAL YEARS 


philosophy he had disdained the romantie and declared 
for the school of the natural ; the same was true in regard 
to art.“ There is ample evidence of this fact in the 
review of the Salon of 1824 published by him in mid- 
summer of that year. He vaunted his admiration for 
Sigalon’s “ Narcissus,” and praised that artist’s avoidance 
of exaggerations in colour and in design. “You need 
not group the figures s0 that you cannot discover their 
condition or their situation; you need not deprive an 
old woman of her arm. It is not necessary to attach 
an arm to a horse’s tail and display it upright without 
anything to support it. It is folly to say that Nature 
is disordered. Nature is abundant in accidents, but all 
(of them) are motivated by physical reasons. You need 
not place bodies in the air with nothing to hold them up. 
When Michael Angelo distributed his demons and his 
damned, he used a great number of accidents, but there 
is not a single one of them that contraverts physical 
laws”? To Thiers, the impresionists of 1824 were 
Jacobins in art, and he bore them the same grudge that 
e expressed for the Jacobins in politics in his History 
of the French Revolution. 

The explanation of this passion for the natural is not 
difficult to discover. Even in these early years he prided 
himself on being a classicist, but was he aware of the fact 
that he was only a classicist à le Renaissance? It was the 
latter period that captivated him and that formed the basis 
for whatever taste he developed in art. “ Although I 
consider that humanity in our days is as well organized 
as in the fifteenth century, I do not believe that there 
are two races like the Italian and two epochs like the 
fifteenth century.” So wrote the art critic who had 
not yet seen Italy and who had given only a cursory 
glance at the art of the Renaissance that was to be found 
in Paris! Small wonder, then, that this connaisseur 
found in Delacroix and Sigalon at least traces of that 
race and of that epoch that continued to be his passion 
for the remainder of his life! 
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If the naturalistic was his first basis for criticism, the 
historical was his second. In literature he had noted a 
marked tendency to reproduce the manners, customs, and 
characters of the past. In the Salon of 1824 he was 
delighted to discover the same thing. This fact he 
proclaimed aloud. His doctrine was that the real painter 
must be an historian ; he must possess the historical sense ; 
he must be correct in portraying the emotions of his 
subjects and the environment in which they find them- 
selves. How he must have admired the awful historical 
realism of David, the Revolutionary painter! To 
Délaroche, and especially Schcfer, he gave the laurels 
for historical accuracy. In the latter he beheld the 
historical painter par excellence, and the portrait “ Gaston 
de Foix” he regarded as a PE from History itself.” 
What would he have said had he entered the Panthéon 
and beheld the portrait of good Sainte-Geneviève gazing 
over her beloved Paris, for all the world resembling a 
Syrian woman looking over a minareted city of the East ? 

It is impossible to take Thiers 28 an art critic entirely 
seriously, but that is not to say that he did not take 
himself seriously. On the contrary, from 1824 he began 
to interest himself in the careers and works of all the 
painters. His reviews of the Salons were enlivening and 
instructive, but they can hardly be regarded as serious 
or expert criticism. Nevertheless they are important, 
for in them there is a sign of a growth and a development. 
There is less bombast. His phrases are more concise, 
and he is beginning to develop that ability to make 
every word have a real significance and a real importance 
in the lines that he wrote. This change first appears in 
the Salon of 1824, and is more evident in his later articles 
for the Constitutionnel and for the Encyclopédie Progres- 
sive, apres of his friend Baron Cotta, to which Thiers 
and Mignet contributed. Of this later growth Thiers 
himself appeared to have been conscious. In fact he 
practically confesses to it in a letter to Rouchon at Aix, 
anent the latters article for the Encyclopédie : 
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“I have read your work and I feel exactly as 
Mignet does about it. Order, neatness, pictures— 
all is perfect. The derriptins of places, à detail 
so important in history and so very often neglected 
to-day, are wonderfuily done in these chapters. 
1 only hope for certain changes in style, not that I 
find yours lacking beauty, there is much of that, but 
1 should wish for a little more freedom and a little 
more variety of language. There are some expres- 
sions that are peculiar to our section of the country 
and that should not pass beyond the Rhône or the 
Durance. There are others that are affected in 
their extreme simplicity and that recall too vividly 
the classical. That is an old habit that we acquired 
and of which increasing age should cure us. The 
ancients are sublime, my friend ; for poetry and art 
I always turn to them, but we must not think of 
them when we write prose. They were not thinking 
of anyone and that is why they arc so wonderful. 
À great writer must have a strong mind and one 
that is profoundly moved. That you have. Accus- 
tomed to write, compelled to say many things and 
at length, one does not consider overmuch the 
language to be employed; one uses it only as a 
medium, and then one becomes natural (in expres- 
sion) and fluent. As Fénelon says, it is habit that 
teaches one to dress and not to decorate. But, I 
repeat, nothing is easier than that; everyone acquires 
it once he has learned it. Mignet, whose style was 
strained, has corrected it; I, too, had the same fault 
and I have it no longer. I am negligent, but that 
is not the fault of the method, it is rather the fault 
of my own careless self. Let yourself go and then 
re-read : I do not re-read enough.” 10 


In December 1827, Thiers probably had occasion to 
repeat this advice to Rouchon in person, for in that 
month he set out for the Midi. ‘The real motive for 
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this journey is not entirely clear. His magnum opus 
completed, it would seem perfectly natural that he should 
leave Paris to rest among his own people, and to visit his 
mother who had remained at Aixli There appears 
to be nothing surprising in his departure from Paris, 
but then we are not the watch-dogs of the Restoration. 
It is not necessary now to regard with suspicion every- 
ones move. There is no need to exercise a rigid sur- 
veillance over all the youth of Paris, and the authorities 
need not investigate the slightest sound, the opening of 
a door, or the stcalthy tread of feet along a narrow 
trottoir in a dark street. Which is to say that in the 
later part of the year 1827 Charles's Government was 
uneasy, and that Thiers, as one of the Jeunesse Libérale 
of Paris, was regarded as an enfant terrible, and was one 
of the causes of anxiety in official circles. Certain pas- 
sages in the History and most of the articles in the 
Constitutionnel had made him an object of suspicion to 
the secret police. Then, too, Charles’s minions did not 
like Thiers’ friends. He went with bad company. His 
intimacy with Laffitte, with the lamented Manuel, with 
Étienne and with others of the Opposition vras suffcient 
justification for watching his movements. The result 
was that his short journey, that lasted from December 
1827 to January 1828, was closely observed by central 
and departmental authoritiesi? Monsieur the Minister 
of the Interior addressed to the Prefect of the Bouches- 
du-Rhône a request to watch Thiers and to ascertain the 
nature of his activities** Evidently these orders were 
scrupulously observed, for on Fo 8, when he had 
began his return journey to Paris, Monsieur le Préfet 
replied as follows : 


“ Monseigneur, Sire Louis Adolphe Thiers, for- 
merly a lawyer at the Bar of Aix, and one of the 
editors of the Constitutionnel, to whom Your Excel- 
lency called my attention in your letter of Decem- 
ber 9, did not limit his stay to Aix. He went to 
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Mürseilles, where he remained for three days, 
during which time he was visited several times by 
Monsieur Borély, Vice-President of the Civil 
Tribunal, and by Monsieur Thomas, lawyer, one 
of the Constitutionalist candidates at the last elec- 
tions, and by several other persons connected with 
the legal profession in that city. 

“These relations are indeed ground for con- 
jecture, and there is nothing to indicate that Sire 

hiers came to Marscilles for private affairs—that 
the purpose of this visit was to communicate with 
these gentlemen, who are known for their extreme 
political opinions, and to inform himself from them 
of the spirit and opinion generally among the 
inhabitants of the city.” 


The Préfet also remarked that this apparently innocent 
object of their suspicions visited friends of the same 
shade of political belicf at Aix4 

The sbove would seem to indicate that Thiers at least 

rofited by his presence in Provence to obtain whatever 
information he could for his friends of the Constitutionnel 
at Paris He had left Paris at the time of the Villèle 
crisis, and when he returned the Martignac Minist 
was in power. He lost no time in reporting to his friends 
at Aix the condition of affairs in Paris and the difiiculty 
that Martignac was encountering. In his letters Thiers 
tells them that the King had been s0 anxious to retain 
Villèle that he had given him carte-blanche to form à 
Ministry of any possible colour and that Villèle had even 
asked Laffite he would join with him4® As to the 
new Ministry, few believed that it would last long. It 
had no colour; it was grey; everyone was refusing 
positions offered by the new President of the Council, 
and some did not believe that it would even survive the 
opening of the Chambers 

Ja fact, the Martignac Ministry found favour with no 
one. Charles X hated it, the Ultras despised it, and the 
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Liberals distrusted it. Thiers remarked of it: “Le 
nouveau ministère est tout de doublures.” And yet it 
appears that Martignac made a genuine effort to better 
matters. He sought to placate the Liberal opposition 
by discreet concessions in regard to the University and 
the Press. Guizot, Villemain, and Cousin were reinitated 
in their professional chairs; a new and more liberal 
Press law was established.  Censorship was abolished, as 
‘was the offence of ‘“‘tendency.” But the real measure 
of the new Ministrÿ”s Liberalism was found in the fact 
that trials of the Press were still restricted to the royal 
tribunak, where they were secure from sympathetice 
juries. One more gage of Liberal sympathies Martignac 
tried to give, and that was his re-enforcement of the Law 
cf Public Education that forbade teaching by any 
religious orders other than those alreadÿ authorized by 
the law. In reviving this regulation the minister was 
aiming at the Jesuits, whose activities had increased 
materially since the accession of Charles X to the throne. 
Such a system of contradictory concessions did not please 
all of France. The Right was offended, and the distrust 
with which the Left had always regarded Martignac was 
increased. In the columns of the Constitutionnel and the 
Globe, Thiers, Mignet, Duvergier de Hauranne, and de 
Rémusat continued to question the Government. Fin- 
ally, they challenged the minister by calling upon him 
to give evidence of his good faith by declaring publicly 
his adherence to the principles of 1789. This cry was 
taken up by the Opposition. They waited, and to quiet 
them, a new electoral law was promised. Again there 
was a time of suspense. At last the promised measure 
appeared, only to occasion disappointment to those who 
Koped, rather sceptically perhaps, for good things from 
Märtignacs “ reform” The law accorded only a slight 
modification in the existing system by the establishment 
of provincial assemblies. The Royalists were angry; 
this was going too far. On the other hand, the Liberals 
were furious; this was not far enough! On April g the 
82 


mm. Google 


THE CRITICAL YEARS 


Martignac Ministry fell, and its dissolution brought a time 
of evil forebodings. The men of the Cppoicon thought 
that they were prepared for the worst, but when the new 
ministerial combination was announced they discovered 
that their gloomiest anticipations had been more than 
realized. To the astonishment of the world, Polignac, 
but for the King himself the most Ultra of Ultras, was 
named President of the Council. The nomination of the 
latter was interpreted as a wilfal throwing of the gauntlet 
by the King. It was a deliberate challenge from 
Reactionary to Liberal. 

The years 1824-29 had been critical years for Charles 
and for his young contemporary, Thiers. During that 
time, the King had tried to re-establish by legal means 
the old régime in which he believed; but he had found 
that he could not accomplish a complete restoration by 
such methods and he was forced to resort to more ques- 
tionable measures, In a different sphere, Thiers, too, 
had passed through a crisis. He had tried his hand at all 
trades, as historian, dramatic critic, and art critic. 
Particularly difficult had been the last year when, his 
History completed, he had felt the need of a compelling 
interest. Then it was that, finding it nowhere else than 

* in Clio’s arts, he had returned to her culfe and set to 
formulating a plan for a monumental history. This work 
would go beyond the bonds of pure history; it would 
be something that was greater, more potent, something 
of which he had often dreamed, that would “ be at one 
and the same time a poem and a philosophy.” ** Thiers, 
t00, was not to escape at least the first fascination of that 
fatal desire that has ruined the prospects of more than 
one promising historian. But JE was more practical 
than some of these unfortunates have been. If he would 
write of the world, he must first see the world, and lo! 
the door of opportunity was opened to him. Through 
the influence of Hyde de Neuville, Minister of Marine 
and son-in-law of Villèle, it was arranged that the young 
Thiers should travel on the ship Favorite, whose captain 
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was about to make a voyage of circumnavigation, Great 
was the enthusiasm of the prospective voyager! His 

plans were made, and all was in order when the hand of 
Étarles the King at the Château designated Polignac as 
the successor to the unfortunate Martignac. 

The minds and plans of many were disturbed by this 
unexpected action of che King, but probably no single 
individual was more affected than Thiers. He abandoned 
his tour du monde and decided to remain at his post among 
the journalists in Paris. ‘The die was cast; into politics 
he would go, and the plan of a universel history was put 
aside, to be revived at a later period of inactivity. The 
years 1824-29 had whetted his appetite for the battle 
field of prie controversy, and his experience as a 
writer of history had taught him to admire the army. 
The virtues of these two courses he extolled at the very 
end of the year 1829. War and politics, he wrote, are 
the true portrayers of a man’s character, for all his soul 
is in one or the other; ‘“ look at the works of the most 
famous pocts, savants, and authors. Even their finest 
works will never reveal to you what was the real temper 
of their minds. There is only one thing equal to the art 
of war, and that is the art of governing.” 

With these words Thiers took leave of his muse and 
abandoned his activities as historian and critic for seven 
years. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER V 


2 Chateaubriand : Mémoires d'ousre Tembe, IV, 179« 
2 Fide Chapter IV. 
# Anonymous, Paris, April 4, 1844, to Thiers. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,for, No. 8. 
À Anonymous, Paris, April 10, 1844, to Thiers. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20601, No. 9 
Hyde de Neuville, 1866, w Madenoelle Féicie Dome. Biblio- 
sie Nationale, 206 No. 11. 
SThien de 18241 p.15. 





PP« 10 and 12. 
° bis PP: 20-23. 


84 


mr Google 


THE CRITICAL YEARS 


29 Thien, Paris, May 30, 1826, to Rouchon. Musée Arbaud, Air-en- 
Provence, 

2 Thien, Parb, January 12, 1828, to Rouchon. Musée Arbaud, 
Aix-en-Provence, 

12 Prefect of Police, Paris, December 8, 18:7, to Minister of Interior. 
Archives Nationales, F 7, 6934, 

7 Minter af Iaterice Pare Decémiber 9, 1827, to Préfet du Bouches. 
du-Rhône. Anchives Nationales, F 7, 694; 9994. 

14 Préfet du Bouches-du-Rhône, Maneilles, January 8, 1828, to Minister 
of Interior. Archives Nationales, F 7, 6934, 9994. 

18 Thien, Pari, January 2, 1828, to Rouchon. Musée Arbaud, 
Aix-en-Provence. Chateaubriand (Mémoires, IV. 217) asserts that Villèle 
also approached Périer. 


dent, Paris, January 12, 1828, to Rouchon, Musée Arbaud, 
Aix-en-Provence, 


47 Thiers, Paris, August 12, 182, to Rouchon. Musée Arbaud, 
‘en-Provence. 


18 Reur Français, November 18:9: Thiers, p. 169. 








85 


Google 


CHAPTER VI 
THE <NATIONAL? (1830) 


THE most immediate result of the appointment ot 
Polignac was a change in the Opposition. Until August 
1829 there was not any gencrally organized action against 
Charles X. Such action as had occurred had been 
sporadic and individual. ‘Thiers as a member of the staff 
of the Constitutionnel might visit and consult with Borély 
and Thomas, the leaders of the Opposition in Marseilles, 
but when he did s0, it was as one êe a group in Paris and 
not as the emissary of a vast, organized, political machine. 
After the nomination of Polignac, however, groups of 
malcontents began to coalesce. But even this is not to 
say that rcal party machinery developed. What organiza- 
tion took place was entirely sectional, and was brought 
about ne the guidance of regional leaders who appear 
to have acted quite independently of each other, In 
some places, even, the clubs revived, but these should 
not be confused with the earlier Carbonari sections in 
France; their purpose was not so radical nor were their 
methods so elemental. While opposed to the Govern- 
ment, these did not desire to overthrow it with blood- 
shed; instead they proposed to embarrass it by legal 
means. The League of Breton Resistance, for exam 
refused to pay taxes not sanctioncd by the law. 
Society known as “ Help Thyself and Heaven will eg 
Thee ” sought to obstruct legislation incompatible witl 
the Charter. Perhaps the clubs under the direct tutelage 
of La Fayette and the Masons were somewhat more 
radical. these groups, whether Moderate or partly 
Radical, did much to disseminate the spirit of opposition 
in France, but little to unify it, and practically nothing 
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to educate it and to make it intelligent. Men confessed 
that they were discontented with the political actuality, 
but they could not bring forward a substitute that 
was entirely satisfactory. Many, except the workmen 
and exahés, shuddered at the word Republic, for the 
years 1789-05 were still too vivid in their minds. While 
Charles and his Government were doomed, it is not 
unlikely that they would have survived longer had not a 
force arisen to educate the several public opinions, and to 
enlighten and lead an ignorant Opposition. 

The first move in this direction had been made by the 
Republicans when they had inaugurated a new paper, 
La Feune France, in June 18291 But this paper was too 
radical to gain much support from the bourgeoisie ; the 
banker and the industrial saw in its propaganda a menace 
to their own security. For the needs of these more 
cautious gentlemen, a moderate and less extreme system 
must be proposed and its safer theories disseminated. 
It was to this end that the Meñonal was founded during 
the latter part of the same year. 

This latest addition to Paris journalism was an out- 
growth of certain elements from the Constitutionnel and 
the Globe. The latter sheets had been advanced for the 
years 1820-27, but by November 1829 they had fallen 
far behind the aïms and ideals of many of their sub- 
scribers and of certain young editors connected with their 
boards. But their stock-holders were conservative men 
who feared to pod their business interests by 
countenancing all that the Yeumvsse Libérale desired. 
It appears that Thiers actually tried to persuade the board 
of the Constitutionnel to approve the adoption of a more 
radical policy, but he failed in this attempr in spite of the 
support of Étienne and of Evariste Desmoulins.® When 
he was convinced that he could not transform the political 
programme of the Constitutionnel, he retired from its 
staff and joined with Mignet and Armand Carrel in the 
ofganization of a new sheet. The National became the 
organ of a new Opposition. 
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It stands to reason that Thiers would not have taken 
such a step without the advice of other men, older than 
he, more expcrienced, and better endowed with this 
“world's goods. For the three to have founded 1 new 
paper alone wrould have been out of the question, for no 
one of them possessed a sufficient income, and as yet the 

ition of none was assured in Paris. Of the three, 

iers was the best known and was regarded as 2 young 
man of promise.  Mignet was already recognized as a 
competent and dispassionate historian, and Carrel had 
recently published a work on the Counter-Revolution 
in England that had brought him a certain notoriety. 
But no one of them was strong enough at that time to 
stand alone, There must, therefore, ie been encour- 
agement from powerful quarters that led the trio to 
attempt a new venture in Paris journalism, but it is 
dificult to discover exactly where the support that the 
National received originated.® Undoubtedly, Prince 
Talleyrand was concerned in it, for he acted 25 a pivot 
for ue section of the Opposition with which Thiers 
had become identified. However, Talleyrand and even 
his garrulous niece, Madame la Duchesse de Dino, have 
been careful to leave no trace of this in the papers and 
letters that they have bequeathed to posterity. In spite 
of their silence, one may suppose, then, that Talleyrand 
advised and approved. During the short-lived Ministry 
of Martignac the Prince had carried on à brief flirtation 
with the Restoration Monarchy, but with the coming of 
Polignae, this remarkable navigator of the political seas 
snid the air and stecred his ship straight into the 
harbour of Orleanism, where Sébastiani, Broglie, Ville- 
main, and Molé had established themselves. Probably 
these men too were consulted. There remain Jacques 
Laffitte, that friend of Louis Philippe of Orléans and 
protector of Thiers, and the mysterious Baron Cotta of 
Cottendorff. Both of these men gave financial assistance 
to the plant But who was the first sponsor? Some 
would like to throw on old Talleyrand the onus of the 
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entire affair. They present a possibility that is attractive. 
They take us to Rochecotte, the château of the Duchesse 
de Dino. There, in the country far from prying eyes, 
came Baron Louis, former associate of Talleyrand in 
Bonaparte”s Government. With the Baron were two 
young men, Thiers and Mignet. And these three, in the 
presence of the old Prince and his niece, who, like her 
uncle, never mised a trick in the political game, arranged 
the plan for the National that was to prepare France to 
depose one king and enthrone another.‘ This story may 
be true in every detail; in its essence it most certainly 
contains the truth. Talleyrand sided them with his 
advice, and Baron Louis very likely gave them a more 
material blessing. But not a sou did the Prince con- 
tribute, for his personal fortune was indeed small. 
Le 5 of this, Chateaubriand remarks, “ The Prince de 
alleyrand did not contribute a sou; he only soiled the 
spirit of the paper by contributing to the common fund 
his share of treason and corruption.” * Whether the 
scene at Rochecotte occurred or not, the fact remains 
that after the last of November, 1829, Thiers was an 
assiduous visitor wherever Talleyrand happened to be 
located, and that he held long and serious consultations 
with him 
With support from these various sources, the three 
principal editors established the head-quarters of their 
aper in the Place des Italiens, rue neuve-Saint-Martin, 
lo. 10. Within a very short time after its appearance, 
the National became the recognized. authority to definc | 
and explain the policy of a large and growing section 
among the Left. É is way, an Opposition that was not 
unie in any sense received an unconscious guidance and 
direction from the journal whose words they read with 
delight and whose suggestions they frequently followed, 
without, however, acknowledging in any way the leader- 
ship of the paper, its editors, or its stock-holders. The 
young editors inspired many readers who had become 
weary of the duil and old-fashioncd platitudes of the 
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Globe, the Constitutionnel, and the Courrier Français. In 
fact it was not long before the example of the National 
reacted upon its more venerableandtimid contemporaries ; 
in time the Tribune, the Temps, and the Globe attempted 
to follow the pace set by the daring young joumalists. 
Great must have been the amusement of Mignet and 
Thiers when, in April 1830, the latter paper was brought 
before the courts on a charge of radicalism® This was 
the début of the National; what, now, was its real 
purpose ? 

Over this question there has been much discussion. 
In later years and Carrel became a radical Republican, 
and this has led some to infer that, from the very day of 
its inception the National was a Republican shect. ÂÀs a 
matter of fact, Carre!'s cate of Republicanism was very 
mild until the July Days. To discover the true colour 
of the paper, one must turn to the man who first presided 
as its editor-in-chief and to his friend, Mignet. Neither 

l'one of these two was Republican in 1830, and that is why 
Thiers broke with Carrel later in the year ; furthermore, 
neither the editor-in-chief nor Mignet ever advocated 
violence against the existing Government until the July 
Days. Even his most hostile critics do not assert that 
Thiers wished a return to the early seventeen-nineties. 
In the first place, his bourgeois supporters would never 
have consented to such propaganda, and in the second 
lace, it would have been contrary to his own political 
Péieh. He was still loyal to the opinions that he had 
expressed in the years 1823-27 when the History was being 
written. While he advocated Revolution, the methods 
Îthat he and his friends advised were legal” Zegitimacy 
as represented by Charles and Polignac was their onl 
enemy, and this must be reformed or else done away witi 
entirely. But before either one of these solutions could 
be brought about, public opinion and public sentiment 
must be created, and the first step in such a task was to 
teach Frenchmen history and politics. Instruction, 
1 then, was one of the primary aime of the Natal, and in 
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this respect the paper may be regarded as the continuation 
of the History of tbe French Revolution. To this pro- 
gramme Thiers, Mignet, and Carrel adhered faithfully. 

To a certain extent the early policy of Polignac assisted 
the paper at the outset. It gave the young editors à 
breathing space and an SR toestablish themselves 
in the mind of Paris. Contrary to popular expectation, 
the minister did not inaugurate immediately a drastic, 
reactionary policy. Due in part to his characteristic 
procrastination and in part to the timidity of certain of 
his colleagues, Polignac was at first inactive. He gave 
the National a chance to teach before it set about to 
attack the actual policies proposed by the hated Ministry. 
The first issue appeared on January 3, 1830, and con- 
tained a declaration of the papers wishes for France. 
It goes without saying that Thiers was the author of this 
article. pe he had expended much effort and 
worry upon it. He writes to Chateaubriand: “If, in 
this first article, which is a source of great anxicty to me, 
I have managed to express opinions of which you agro, 
then I am reassured and certain of finding myself in the 
right way.” The noble recipient of this letter, how- 
ever, regarded Thiers as an advocate of Republicanism 
even during these earliest days of 1830, but his eyes must 
indeed have been blinded by prejudice, for there is 
nothing Republican in the words with which the editor- 
in-chief of the Wational begins his first instruction as to 
the best government of France : 


“ À king hereditary, inviolable, depositary of the 
Government, obliged to confide the exercise of the 
same to responsible ministers who declare for him 
peace and war, draw up the laws, and administer 
the public funds . . . a king thus placed in a region 
superior to petty ambitions, above public hate, 
where, when all is well, he enjoys the affection of his 
people, and is only punished by their silence when all 
is wrong. Beneath this king, a peerage which is 
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independent of the ministers by the fact of its 
hereditary character, and which its lights make 
dependent upon public opinion; a peerage richly 
endowed in a country of large estates, moderately 
endowed in à country of divided estates, filled with 
the most illustrious names, conservative both in its 
traditions and in its political maxims, and opposing 
a resistance to yield to the general impetuosity of 
human minds. Beside this peerage, an elective 
assembly composed of all the men distinguished in 
industry, arms, science, and art, sent up to represent 
the country and to proclaim the nation's mind, not 
to nominate ministers, but to have them nominated 
by the use of its votes; not administering of itself, 
but by means of those who have its confidence. 
Such an ensemble constitutes the most stable and 
frce, the most balanced and vigorous (government). 
It is such (a government) that we should and do 
desire for France.” * 








This is Thiers’ ideal of what he called ‘ representative 
monarchy.” It is the ŒEnglish system stated more 
concisely than in the pages of the History, featuring 
especially his beloved Peerage, for which he was to fight 
so valiantly in 1831. As to the kingly power, however, 
he has more to say, and it can hardly be questioned but 
that when he penned these words he was trying to make 
his readers compare his ideal king with their actual ruler : 


“ Such a Ling is not powerless as men like to say. 
For when he nominates his ministers, he has the power 
to show his sentiments, to realize his will, to stop and 
even to oppose the public will not for long or for 
ever, but.long enough to give him an effect and an 
interest in the Government. Without a doubt he 
is influenced by someone. When are kings real 
masters? Instead of undergoing the influences of 
courtiers, of women, and of confessors (this king) 
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experiences the influence of public opinion operating 
on him gently and regularly. If that is real royalty, 
that is ako real republic, but republic without 
dangers.” 1® 


How palatable this suggestion of the gentle and regular 
operation of publie opinion upon the person of the 
monarch must have been to Charles X if he read these 
lines! Bold were the writer’s words, and yet they were 
not bold enough to warrant police action. They were 
within the bounds of legality, for Thiers did not draw 
odious comparisons explicitiy; all was by implication. 
But it was strong medicine that he was fecding his 
patients, and even this first article justified the comment 
that Lamartine is said to have made upon him at this 
time: “ There is enough saltpetre in that little man to/ 
blow up ten governments ! ? 15 

These quotations from the leading articles in the first 
issue of the National display in clear and unmistakable 
characters the political and social_creed of its editor-in- 
chef. He was not ocrat nor yet a publican. 
In-1836, he was HOE even an advocate of bourgeois rule. 
In 1832, Thiers discussed his opinions with William 
Nasiau Senior, and, relerning to his doctrines of 1829-36, 
he said: “ By birth I belong to the people; my fimil 
were humble merchants in Marseïlles ; they had à smal 
trade in the Levant in cloth, which was ruined by the 
Revolution. By education I am a Bonapartist; Î was 
born when Napoleon was at the summit of his glory. 
By tastes and habits and associations Î am an aristocrat. 
L'have no sympathy with che bourgeoisie or with any 
system unde which they are 15 rule "4 

In other words, when considering Thiers’ representative 
monarchy, one should bear in mind that it included a 
peerage in which, he believed, reposed the safety of the 
DAHOn RS Te 

These lessons in political science were continued in 
subsequent articles that appeared in the Warional. The 


93 
























Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


aspect of his proposed system that became the greatest 
point of attack of his opponents was the kingship, and in 
most of the later articles he is concerned with explaining 
the nature of his ideal state, It is when studying this 
problem that the relation of the History of the French 
Revolution to the articles in the National stands out in a 
very definite and curious light. In fact, it is possible to 
see quite clearl Ee og and development of that most 
famous mot o The King reigns and does not 
govem.” 

The first intimation of the expression occurred in 1823, 
when the first volume of the History appeared. The 
auchor discussed the kind of monarchy that might have 
saved France in 1789, and in the course of a paragraph the 
following phrase appears : “The nation will, and the 
King fulfls.”” 15 Seven years later, in the course of another 
instruction on government that appeared i in the Vational, 
Thiers described his King in this way : , in a word, 
he (the King) reigns, and the country rules itself” À 
subsequent discussion characterizes the monarch as 
follows : “The King does not administer, he does not 
govern, he reigns.” Still later, he uses a different form 
of the same idea : “Thus the King reigns, the ministers 

vern, the Chambers judge ” ; and finally, the conclud- 
ing lesion ends with these words: “The King reigns 
and does not govern.” 1* 

1 To instruct the public in a new type of monarchy was 
the first purpose of the editors, Their second aim was 
to expose the character of the existing Government. 
This was done at first only by implication, but as the 
Natioral began to prosper, its chief editor became more 
bold. As early as the third issue of the paper, Thiers 
had dared to make a direct reference to the Polignac 
régime. Even then, however, his words were chosen 
carefully, for there was the ever-present danger of the 
enforcement of the Press laws. Without Martignac’s 
more liberal law, such a statement as Thiers made in the 
issue of January 5 would have brought censure upon him. 
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“The Ministry that suddenly came to surprise 
France on August 8 could not long hide from itself 
the fact that the majority in the Chamber would be 
opposed to it. In spite of some few uncertainties 
in regard to specific questions, this Chamber, formed 
in the midst of the generous outburst of 1827, could 
not betray its origin to the point of accepting a more 
lamentable Ministry, if that be possible, than the one 
which it had just destroyed. en illusion that one 
mer have had about it for an instant could not last, 
and since that time the new Ministry has found itself 
confronted with the choice of dissolving the 
Chamber or of itself retiring. All the statements 
that have been made since then have not changed 
thesituation. To dissolve the Chamber, and in order 
not to see it returned stronger and more hostile, 
change by violence the electoral law, or else retire 
ingloriously, continues to be the existing and 
inevitable condition of the Polignac Ministry. The 
thought of dissolution by means of a coup d'état 
has been advised. One part of the Ministry, the 
most energetic, they relate, has consented to this 
plan” 17 


Here was the most sensational exposé of affairs yet 
published. It disclosed a deplorable condition in the 
Government, and it confirmed what appears to have been 
que a general impression even as carly as January — 
that the only resource of Charles to retain Polignac was 
by means of a coup d'état. This article was written on 
January 5 ; it was only a little more than six months later 
that the prophecy of Thiers was fulfilled. 

The month of January had been à difficult time for the 
young adventurers in journalism. There had been 
financial worries, and to these had been added the positive 
knowledge that Polignac was watching them and waiting 
to take advantage of the first slip. It must havc been 
hard for such daring spirits to rein in their enthusiasms 
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and 0 avoid a summons to the courts. In January such 
an occurrence would have spelt disaster. Reviewing the 
developments of the wecks that had just passed, Thiers 
wrote: “I allowed myself to be hauled into this extra- 
ordinary enterprise by a series of bizarre circumstances 
that it would take too long to relate to you, but that were 
for me a sort of cruel violence. . . . So far, the plan has 
had complete success, but I am not sure that L shall not 
always regret the quiet of my studies which I hope to 
resume after a little while” 18 

If January had been à month of discretions, February 
was the period of indiscretions for the National. Once 
assured of a large number of subscriptions and con- 
scious of a growing sympathy among the publie, the 
three editors sent discretion and tact fying to the four 
winds._ So far, the only form of action advised by the 
paper for the Opposition had been a legal resistance by 
means of obstruction of legislation, and by the refusal 
to pay taxes not authorized by the Charter of 1814. 
But in the second month of its life, Thiers changed his 
policy by facing in its columns questions that must have 
occurred to him and to his readers many times: If the 
present régime refuses our system, what then? How 
may we establish our own representative monarchy and 
avoid a repetition of the disastrous years, 1789-95? In 
answer to this last problem came the reply of Thiers, 
that there was such a thing as a bloodless revolution. 
One king might go; another might come, and long live 
the King! One Eing might go ; another might come, and 
the beloyed Charter remain the same except for electoral 
laws and other minor mattersi® After all, what is 
heredity? À monarchy will allow of both hercdity and 
election. One aids and purifies the other. 


““Heredity allows the bad to succeed the good ; 
election arouses the country. Thanks to the com- 
bination of the two, one inconvenience corrects the 
other. One prince succeeds another, but he does 
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not govern; others give him those who will govern 
for him. So you have the unchangeable in order to 
avoid trouble, and the changeable to avoid merit. 

“Such a combination is a form of systematic 
indifference as to persons. France, as a matter of 
fact, is indeed disillusioned in regard to persons ; 
France loves genius, and she has seen what that cost 
her. Simple viriues, modest and solid, that à good 
éducation can always assure in the inberitor of a 
tbrome, that à limited power cannot spoil, that ês wat 
France needs ! That is what France desires, and 
that, again, more for the dignity of the throne than 
for herself. For the country that has institutions 
that are well understood and organized has nothing 
to fear. 

“The question is, therefore, one of shings. Some 
day it may become a question of persons, but that 
will only come through the fault of the persons. 
The system is indifferent as to persons, but if they, 
in turn, are not indifferent to the system ; if they hate, 
if they attack it, then the question will become one 
of things and of persons at the same time. But then 
it will be the persons themselves who will have 
raised the question.!? 2 


Enter Louis Philippe! Simple virtues, modest and 
solid, that à good education can akoays assure in the inheritor 
of à tbrone, that à Emited cannot spoil, that às eobat 
France needs ! In the Palais Royal he lived, surrounded 
by his paintings and tapestries of the Revolution, and his 
children fresh from the public schools of France. Enter 
the school of 1688, the advocates of the deadly parallel 
between the House of Orange and the House of Orléans ! 
Egalité and his disgraceful career were overshadowed by 
the pitiful actuality of a Louis Seize à la manière de 
Charles X (and how inglorious for the martyred Louis !). 

The transition from Stuart to Orange suggested the 
change from Bourbon to Orléans. This was Doctrinaire 
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at his deadliest, the modern scholastic hacking away at the 
foundations of a venerable civilization. Revolution was 
born again in France under the new “ aristocracy ”? of 
capitalism. The culmination of all folly was reached 
when Thiers, in March, in referring to his beloved English 
system, was carried beyond the limits of all reason and 
pointed across the Channel to George IV with the words : 
“ There is the model constitutional King!” 

It was not to be expected that these more darin; 
articles of the National would be allowed to pass unnotic: 
by the Government, nor is it rcasonable to suppose that 

hiers and his colleigues expected to escape official 
censure. Just previous to the appearance of the former's 
article on “ Heredity,” the GJobs had had its experience 
at the courts because in one of its articles the possibility 
of à change in dynasty had been mentioned. Quite 
naturally, the editors of the Naxonal came to its aid, 
with the result that when the National was summoned, 
the Globe and other papers returned the compliment.1# 
In fact, the summomes received. by the various Paris 
papers tended to create à certain unity among the 
journaliste of the capital. The reasons given for the 
calling of the National were the articles of February 19 
(quoted above) and of January 18 that had contained 
the words, “ The King reigns and does not govern.” ?# 
While a trial in January might have checked their for- 
tunes, in February the young editors had such support 
and sympathy that the event did not cause them the 
slightest concern. Public subscription paid the fine. 
This was the first, but not the last, appearance of the 
National in the courts of the Restoration Government. 
They were summoned again in March and in May.®* 

The sudden activity of Polignac in regard to the Globe 
and the National corresponds with the emergence of the 
Polignac Ministry from its period of apparent lethargy. 
As a matter of fact, Polignac had not been inactive during 
the early days of his Ministry. He had been attempting 
1 strengthen himself at home by a diplomatie coup in the 
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world of foreign affairs. He knew what a tremendous 
effect the inauguration of a successful foreign policy might 
have upon his fortunes. It would snatch from the very 
mouths of all the Opposition the charge of inefficiency 
and subservience to Holy Alliance, Accordingly he cast 
his line into the troubled waters of the East. 

Ever since the time of the great Bonaparte, France 
had had her eyes on the Rhine and on Belgium. With 
this in mind, Polignac proposed to leave Turkey to the 
tender mercies of Nicholas I, if the Tsar would allow 
France to recoup along the north-eastern and eastern 
frontier. Had Polignac had time to reach such an agree- 
ment with the Russian autocrat, the life of the Restoration 
might have been prolonge. There is no question but 
that such a policy would have found favour with many 
Frenchmen; it would have satisfied at least the desires 
of Bonapartists and Republicans. But Prussia, scenting 
the danger, got in ahead of the minister of Charles. 
Berlin negotiated for Nicholas the Treaty of Adrianople 
and the Frenchman’s scheme failed. In a desperate effort 
10 cover his defeat, Polignac turned to a gigantic enterprise 
of conquest in Algiers and tried to force the Bey to make 
reparation for an insult delivered to a French consul as 
far back as 1827! At that time, the Restoration had let 
the incident pass. But this last desperate effort was 
hardly under way when disaster came to the Bourbon 
causc in France. 

Unable to obtain any glory for his King outside the 
boundaries of France, Polignac turned reluctantly to 
internal affairs. The time had come when Charles and 
his minister must meet the Chamber, and neither of then 
was very anxious to do so. On March z the King opened 
the session. The Speech from the Throne was unfortu- 
nate, to say the least ofit. It was haughty in its phrase- 
ology, and the attitude assumed by the King was almost 
overbearing. The whole affair was interpretcd as à 
defiance. One sentence particularly was taken by the 
Opposition as a challenge : “If guilty inclinations raise 
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against my Government obstacles that I cannot and shall 
not foresee, I will find the force by which to surmount 
them. 14 
The succeeding days in the Chamber were consumed 
by 2 long debate on the Reply to the Throne. Fimally, 
the Address was completed and was accepted by a vote of 
221to181. It had been written b Rtege, ‘the friend 
of Thiers, and by Guizot. The Âddress was virtually 
a demand for the retirement of Paques Concord 
between Monarchy and people did not exist, it declared, 
jand could only be obtained by the formation of à new 
Ministry On March 18, Royer-Collard, himself an 
adherent of Monarchy, presented the Address to the 
King. The reply of Charles was a eurt refusal to heed 
the wishes of the 221, and after consultation with his 
ministers, the King dismissed the Chamber. A half-way 
measure towards conciliation was taken when the Ministry 
was reconstituted, but none of those who might have saved 
the Restoration was acceptable to Charles. Chateau- 
briand remarks of the narchy : “They seemed to 
have a horror of capable men.” ##  Meanwhile, the Globe, 
National, Tribune, and Courrier Français redoubled their 
attacks.29 
By this time, the greater part of the country had come 
1 to desire some sort of change. While the majority still 
adhered to a monarchical form of government, it wanted 
a Liberal King and a system according to a Bill of 
Rights Many had come to favour the attitude of the 
school of 1688, whose principles had been advocated 
especially by the Mational. But all of the Liberal papers 
had succeeded in stirring up a general spirit of discontent, 
the first material effect of which was evidenced in the 
results of the new elections that were announced in 
the early part of July. Ofthe 221 who had voted for the 
Address, 202 were returned, while only 95 of the 181 
opposed to it were re-elected as Deputies. The victory 
was unquestionably with the Liberals, The King and 
his Ministry œould be certain only of 160 votes in the 
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Chamber. The crisis foretold by Thiers in his article 
of January 5 had come. What was the Government to 
do? should it retire or break thelw? On July 20, the 
chief editor of the National published these words : 


“ Sinister rumours are abroad in Paris to-day. In 
ite of the general incredulity which people have 

wa until now, we are all struck with the thought 
that à coup d’érat will be attempted before the end 
of the month.” 30 


s] 
sl 


Within five days this scond prophecy was fulfilled, 
The King had violated legality, and the time had come 
when, for Frenchmen, the question was one of persons as 
well as things. 


“The system is indifferent as to persons, but if 
they, in turn, are not indifferent to the system, if 
they hate it, if they attack it, then the question will 
become one of pee and things at the same time. 
But then it will be the persons themselves who will 
have raised the question,” #1 
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CHAPTER VII 
EXIT CHARLES X (JULY 1830) 


Ox July 21 the Wational had signalled the coup d'état, 
and on the evening of July 25, that prophecy was fulfilled 
when Charles X signed, at $t. Cloud, the four famous 
ordinances. As he laid down his pen, the King is said to 
have remarked : “There, Messieurs, are strong measures, 
and a great deal of courage will be required to enforce 
them. I count on you, and you may count on me. We 
have a common cause. Between us, it is a question of 
life or death”1 The next morning the ordinances 
appeared in the official paper, and the plan of the Govern- 
ment for maintaining its control of once was exposed 
to the world. The first ordinance suspended the liberty 
of the Press; the second dissolved the Chamber. The 
third changed the electoral system to the exclusion of the 
bourgeoisie and the advantage of the great landlords, 
while the fourth law called for an election according to 
the new system.® 

ese decrees caused surprise in Paris. The Liberal 
Press had long since warned the public of the possibility 
of such action on the part of the Government. As early 
as January 1830, Thiers had inted as much in the columns 
of the National, but in spite of these prophecies, great 
was the excitement when € blow actually ell. Indigna- 
tion ran high, and it should be remembered to the credit 
of some of the most loyal supporters of the Monarchy 
that they were not all unanimous in approving this latest 
move of Charless Government. Marshal Marmont, to 
whom was given the command of the troops in Paris, is 
said to have remarked to Arago: “ Well, the fools have 
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gone beyond their limits. You have nothing to worry 
about, you who are a citizen and a Frenchman, but how 
much should I be pitied; I, who in my quality of a 
soldier may perhaps be forced to give up my life in the 
defence of acts that 1 abominate and of persons who for 
some time have seemed to be trying to fill me with 
disgust.” * Probably Marmont was not alone in this 
sentiment. And yet, in spite of the disgust of Loyalist 
and Liberal, Charles and his partisans seemed to feel that 
there was à basis of legality for their actions and that 
this basis would bring many to their support. The ground 
for this contention ay in Article 14 of the Charter of 1814. 
According to this clause, the King was empowered to 
make “the necessary regulations and ordinances for the 
execution of the laws and for the safety of the State.” 4 
But it was certainly a very éxaggerated interpretation of 
this provision that son, permit a king to make regu- 
lations that would transform the character of the 
Monarchy. It was impossible to contend, 45 Charles 
virtually did, that Article 14 nullified all the other 
fundamental laws of the Charter. 

Obviowly, the ordinances affected principally three 
groups in Paris, the deputies, the dis isa nchised voters, 
and the Press. Of these, the Press was the first to take 
any action, while at the outset deputy and voter appared 
to be struck dumb. The journalists were placed under 
very peculiar disabilities by the second law. For the 
publication of a Periodieal or newspaper a preliminary 
authorization was to be required, and this must be 
renewed every three months. Furthermore, the Govern- 
ment reserved the right to revoke its authorization at 
any time. This amounted 10 the temporary suspension 
of all publications from the evening aPthe £wenty-fifth, 
and no paper could be issued until an application had 
been made and patsed upon. Great was the need, there- 
fore, of the Press, and it was quite natural that they 
should be the first to act. It is indeed with reason that 
the revolution that ensued has been called a “ News- 
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per Revolution ”; at least two of the four July Days 
long to the journalists and kindred trades. 

Shortly after the appearance of the new laws in the 
Moniteur of July 26, a group of journalists representing 
the Constitutionnel, the Temps, and the Débats called at 
the law offices of Charles Dupin to consult about the 
legality of the disabilities that the Ministry had placed 
upon thems A little later, Dupin was joined by several 
other lawyers, Merillon, Barthe, and Odilon Barrot. 
With these men Dupin went into consultation, and during 
their conference other members of the Press foregathercd 
in the outer office. It was before quite an audience, 


It was in the offices of Thiers’ paper that the first { 
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chair, this time not to combat but to approve. “ Names 
are necessary; we must risk our heads,” he declared.8 
The proposal was finally adopted. In the meantime, 
during the discussion, some of the more timid journalists 
left the room. After their departure, a committee was 
appointed to draft a formal Protest. Here was no 
excited group of enraged Jacobins, but cold, calm 
deliberation. If there was any excited man in the room, 
it must have been the little editor with the Provençal 
accent. Thiers, Chatelain, Cauchois-Lemaire, and de 
Rémusat were selected for the task of composing the 
Protest, and it was the first named who dr the state- 
ment of the Paris journalists that was to appear in the 
morning. 

The document as printed in the Nafional was brief, 
concise, and to the point, written in its author’s best and 
most lucid style. În a later age, he might have culled 
the archives for the dramatic draft of a decree of a Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, but for this there was no time. 
As he wrote, however, the little man must have conjured 
up visions of Barnave, Couthon, or St. Just ; or, possibly, 
ugly old Danton appeared to him and calmed his spirit. 
Whatever his inspiration, it was a happy one. Obedience 
to the Government, the Protest declared, is no longer a 
duty. For that body by its recent acts has violated the 
law and need no longer be obeyed. Article 8 of the 
Charter declares that the Press must conform to the 
law; it does not mention the ordinances. Article 35 
states that the electoral colleges shall be determined 
according to the law; it docs not specify that they shall 
be determined by the ordinances. Heretofore the 
Government has recognized these laws; now it has 
viclated them. “ To-day the Government has lost the 
legal character by which it commands obedience As 
far as our own rights are concerned, we will resist to the 
utmost. As for France, let her decide how far she ought 
to carry resistance against tyranny.”* Appended to 
this statement were the signatures of representatives of 
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the National, Globe, Temps, Figaro, Constitutionnel, and 
Courrier Français. With such words the Press of Paris 
would address its readers on the morrow, and the con- 
duding phraie, “ As for France, let her decide how far 
she ought to carry resistance against tyranny,” would be 
the tocsin of a new revolution. But to- Paris was 
quiet and silent. Charles X might return from a day’s 
hunting and hear from Polignac that the city had not 
stirred. He might have one more night of freedom 
from anxiety. 

Beginning with the morning of the 27th, however, 
ripples were visible upon the surface of comparatively 
serene Paris. The Marional and other papers appeared 
with Thiers Pratest printed in bold type. Etre Ein 
were soon exhausted, From early morning, the boule- 
vards and streets were thronged with groups of wrorkmen 
with nothing to do, gazing into the barred shop-windows, 
reading extra copies of the Temps and the Na#omal that 
were distributed gratis, and prey to the whim of any 
passing moment. À drunken Ebourer or the sight of an 
elegant aristocrat might have led at any moment to a 
repetition of July 14, 1789. But, fortunately, July 1830 
could offer no Camille esmoulins, and aristocrats were 
all gathered at St. Cloud. For the present, these idle 
groups were enjoying an unaccustomed leisure, and the 
atmosphere was one of holiday, but soon that would 
become irlsome and gradually the serious question of 
food for the family would present itself. For many of 
these labourers were destined to à longer holiday than 
they desired; they had been shut out of their shops. 
When they had gone to the scenes of their labour that 
morning, they had discovered placards posted on the 
doors, announcing the fact that the factories had been 
closed for an indefinite period. Apparently, during the 
preceding night, industrial 28 well as journalist had been 
at work. The first of the shops to adopt such a measure 
had been those closely allied to the journalists, the 
printers. At the suggestion of Monsieur Barthe, who 
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had been one of the legal lights at Dupin’s office on the 
26th, a mecting of the printers had been called at the 
Café de la Rotonde. ere it had been agreed to close 
the shops and to throw the printers on to the strects.19 
Other industries followed their example, and by midday 
of the 27th, labouring Paris was idle. But as yet its 
state of mind was not dangerous. 

The first occurrence to arouse the mob to anything 
more than a passive interest in the novelty of the whole 
situation was the arrival of Government officers at the 
head-quarters of the Temps. Their purpose was to dis- 
mantle the presses. From the Temps bureau the mob 
followed the agents to the Narional, where the officers 
performed their duties, while Thiers watched serenely 
from behind his enormous glassesi1 There can be no 
doubt but that he was enjoying the situation hugely. 
No sooner had the agents taken their departure than 
some machinist in the crowd set to work to assist the 
editor in reconstructing the presses. When the latter 
were again in order, Thiers preparcd the issuc for the 
z8th. This was to be printed on a single sheet. The 
issue of the 27th had sounded the tocsin, and the 
succeeding edition repeated the call in words more bold 
and, too, more impertinent: “We still can talk to 
France to-day. VYesterday, the Charter was torn into 
shreds, and ose who found in it their guarantees lost 
them ; yesterday, everyone was made free to act according 
to his power, and now no one should expect security 
save through using force.” 1 

The morrows issue prepared, Thiers and Mignet 
hurried from the scene of their labours and left Paris 
for parts unknown. In fact, there was good reason 
why the two young Liberals should flee the capital. 
They had been advised by Royer-Collard to leave at 
once, for warrants had been issued for their arrest as 
signatories to the Protest of July 26 which the Govern- 
ment regarded as seditious. In company with another 
of their collcagues, they took refuge near Montmorency 
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at the house of Madame de Courchamp* There they 
remained until the authority of the restored Bourbons 
bad been driven from Paris. With the disappearance 
sé the two writers the first Day of the Journalists 
ends. 


In the meantime, the Paris mob had concentrated at 
two main points, around the Palais Royal, whose lord 
was absent, and in the vicinity of the home of Casimir 
Périer, where those Constitutionalist Deputies who had 
had the courage to remain were de nbtd. Marmont, 
appointed on the eve military Commander of the city 
by Polignac, sent two small detachments to disperse the 
mob. At the Palais Royal an officer, losing his temper, 
fired upon the crowd, and a riot ensued.  Barricades 
appeared in the rue Saint Honoré, and Marmont 1ent 
to St. Cloud for reinforcements. The crowds did not 
interfere very much with the movements of the troops ; 
they contented themselves with watching the soldiery, 
frequently even fraternizing with them. Towards even- 
ing, the uniform of the es National Guard 
appeared on the streets, is was not without its 
significance. It boded ill for the morrow. 

July 28 is properly called the “ People's Day.” The 
mob once tune out on the streets, the Deputies who 
remained seem to have made a feeble and not too sincere 
attempt at conciliation with the existing Government, 
Failing in this, they waited and allowed the people to 
drive the Ministry from power and the Royalist troops 
from Paris, before themselves taling up any constructive 
programme, As early as five o’clock in the morning, 
groups of armed men had appeared in the vicinity of the 
Porte Saint Martin and the Porte Saint Denis. Soon 
other parts of Paris presented the same aspect. During 
the night several arsenals had been raided, and arms and 
munitions secured. Actual fighting first set in, of course, 
in the crowded quarter of the Bastille and the Hôtel de 
Ville. By noon, the tricolour floated from the towers of 


199 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


Notre Dame. Marmont, now thoroughly alarmed, 
concentrated his forces at the Louvre in preparation for 
anattack. At the same time he sent a message to Charles, 
apprising him of the situation and counselling an attempt 
at conciliation. From St. Cloud the King sent his 
reply; it was a curt refusa. By evening, the fighting 
extended to the Boulevards. 

Meantime, what of the Deputies of France, those 
repositories and guarantors of law and order ? Many had 
ficd to their homes in the provinces, and the remnant that 
had remained in Paris was of the Constitutionalist party. 
On the evening of the z7th, some of them had met at 
the house of Casimir Périer, but the general confusion 
and the howling mob outside prevented their accomplish- 
ing anything. Again, on the morrow, these worthies 
convened at the house of Audrey de Puyraveau. To 
them came Laffitte and La Fayette. The presence of 
the banker and the general, both of whom were popular 
and whose Liberal opinions were recognized, gave a 
sense of assurance to the meeting. Some action must 
now be taken. Should an appeal be made to the King, 
or should a Provisional Government be established ? 
Undoubtedly, the latter was the desire of the extremists. 
Probably La Fayette favoured this as much as he can be 
said to lave favoured any definite policy at this time of 
his life. But the combined efforts of Périer, Sébastiani, 
and Lafitte won the day. A committee of five was 
appointed to visit Marmont and to present a protest 
through him to the King, against the Ministrÿ that had 
issued and was secking to enforce the ordinances. Gérard, 
de Lobau, Périer, Mauguin, and Laffitte set out for the 
Tuileries on their mission. Arriving there, they met 
with Arago, who joined his instances to theirs and 
besought Marmont to forward their Protest. To this 
Marmont consented, but, 48 he had foretold, the attempt 
failed. Both Charles and Polignac refused to com- 
municate with this group of Deputiess Upon the 
return of the delegates to Puyraveau’s house, the meeting 
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decided to publish the Protest. ‘The same thing 
occurred among the Pecrs, who had assembled at the 
hôtel of Pasquier. In the meantime, La Fayette had been 
dispatched to the Hôtel de Ville, where the Republicans 
were already in possession. During the night fighti 
continued in the streets, and when July 29 dd 
Paris was free from her detested King. The Royalist 
troops had evacuated their stronghold at the Louvre 
and were retreating in the direction of St. Cloud. The 
tricolour now floated above the Tuileries; Paris was in 
the hands of its citizens. 

Monarchy had gone from the capital, but what was 
in its place ? That was the serious question that ev. 
was asking himself on the morning of the zgth. 
yet, nothing had been substitated, but unless the Deputies 
acted, a Republic was a possbility, even a likelihood, 
La Fayette Fed the Hôtel de Ville, and once there, he 
came under the influence of the Republican group. 
Bastide, Cavaignac, Thomas, and Joubert reigned at the 
Tuileries, and at the Café Lointier, the rendezvous of a 
very active group of Republicans, a proclamation calling 
for the election of à Constituante was in the process of 
composition. Consequently, when the Depuries re- 
convened at the house of Laffitte on that morning, 
one thing was uppermost in their minds—the necessity 
of establishing their control over the movement that 
they had allowed to break out and that they had done 
nothing to restrain. Obviouly, if their predominance 
was to be established, they must set up a Provisional 
Government and make sure of the recognition of La 
Fayette and his party at the Hôtel de Ville before the 
latter had joined with the other Republican groups. 
Otherwise, the Constitutionalist Deputies would Fe 
outnumbered. Accordingly, de Rémusat was sent on 
an embassy to the Hôtel de Ville. He returned with à 
characteristically vague answer from the old Gencral, 
but at any rate it was favourable enough to encourage 
the Deputies to act. Thereupon they set to work and 
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appointed a Provisional Government that was announced 
y by the following Proclamation : 

“The Deputies present in Paris have met to 
remedy the great dangers that are menacing the 
security of persons and property. 

“A Commission was named to safeguard all 
interests in the absence of a regular organized 
Government. Messieurs Audrey de Puyraveau, 
Come Gérard, Comte de Lobau, Mauguin, Odier, 
Casimir Périer, de Schänen compose this Com- 


mission. 
“The National Guard is in control of Paris at 
all points.” 14 


It was well that these gentlemen spoke of the dan, 
menacing persons and property in the past tense. Wie 
dom dictated the statement that the National Guard 
was in control at all points; such was not the case, but 
it might be if La Fayette were made commander, for 
Republicans adored the old hero. The appointment of 
La Fayette might prevent the possibility of à union 
between the Hôtel de Ville Republicans and the des- 
peradoes of the Tuileries, 

When Dupin had drafted this Proclamation, it was 
spread over Paris. The Deputies were dealing desper- 
ately ia futures, but only by dealing in futures could the 
possibility of any sort of] Monarchy survive. In this way, 
a banker and an industrial became the temporary and 
uncertain masters of che July Revolution, and it is well 
to remember that the banker had managed the business 
affairs of the house of Orléns for twelve ycars. 

À Provisional Government established and the means 
for restoring order in Paris set in operation, the next 
problem was the future of France. t should follow 
the temporary arrangement? One might expect that 
the answer would come from this same group of Deputics. 
As a matter of fact, this was the case, but it does not 
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appear that the first to mention publicly the plan was 
one of its number. The journalists of Paris appear 
again on the scene. 


Wich the success of the Peoples Day the two young 
gentlemen who had taken as nezr Montmorency 
returnedi$ Upon their arrival, they found much to 
interest them, and they set out to explore the new 
Paris that had come into being during their very 
brief absence. According to Thiers, this very simple 
promenade became a very momentous occasion. They 
walked along the streets, past the Tuileries, stopping 
often to speak to friends or even to exchange greetings 
with strangers, for the spirit of “ Fraternité ” was again 
in the air. They declare that they were impressed by 
the frequency with which they heard the word “ Repub- 
lic” pronounced. La Fayette was asserting it in loud 
tones, and one Monsieur de Laborde was forming a legion 
of Young Republicans. In the course of their walk the 
two young friends turned into the rue de Richelieu, 
where, in those days, there were many fashionable shops. 
Thiers remarked that the shopkeepers who had been fur- 
nishers to the King, or to the Duc or Duchesse de Berry, 
and who had proclimed the fact in large gold letters, 
were now hastily removing the same from their shop- 
windows. As they went on, however, they noticed two 
shops whose windows were decorated with the coat of arms 
of the duc d'Orléans, and this was allowed to remain. 
Thiers was struck by this fact. “I said to Mignet, ‘ Do 
jee think that they are considering the Duke of Orléans ? 

ith that Î went to Laffite.” 16 

Ir is indeed hard to believe that it had not occurred 
to these two that Louis Philippe might receive the crown 
of France. Otherwise, why the articles in the National? 
why the school of 1688 ? So much innocence could hardly 
g hand in hand with so much perspicacity as these two 

d shown. But, here again there is an element of truth 
in Thiers’ statement that should not be forgotten. It is 
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* evidence of the fact that there was no real, organized 
L conspiracy for Orléns until July 1829. Time and time 
again, in later life, Thiers affirms this fact, and many 
others support him’ The Duke sought the throne, 
but he did not conspire in the earlier days,18 and his 
candidacy docs nor appear to have been discused openly 
even among his friends until the People’s Day had driven 
the authority of the Bourbons from Paris. Then it was 
that the candidacy of Orléans, a matter that had un- 
doubtedly been in the minds of many, became recognized 
as a desirable fact. ‘The first men to mention it were, 
then, the originators of the July Menarchy, and these 
men were Laffitte, Talleyrand, Sébastiani, Thiers, and, to 
a lesser degree, Périer. 

The name of Louis Philippe was first pronounced in 
publie at the meeting at Lafiitte’s house on jy 2 

o this meeting came Thiers, newly returned to Pari 
He tells us that as he entered the house, he was still 
impressed by the evidences of Republican spirit that 
he had beheld during his walk, but that once he found 
himself within the walls of Laffitte’s mansion, where were 
gathered Deputies, bankers, and generals, he found a 
sentiment quite the oppotte. All were opposed to an, 
form of Republican rule. ‘“ You’ve got it,” he cried, 
as he entered the room, “(the Republic) is spreading 
everywhere. You will not escape it. Only the Duke of 
Orléans can possibly get you out ofthis” In his opinion 
all concurred. But there was a difficulty, for none of 
them seemed to have the slightest idea what Louis 
Philippe would do or say to a propotal from them. 
They needed him to lead them, but would he come? 
Then it was that Thiers made à stroke for his beloved 
“representative monarchy” “What matter?” he 
said, compromise bim without consulting him.” 19 

Às was to be so frequently the case in later times, the 
daring of the little man swept the informal gathering. 
The older and more experienced of them accepted the 
proposition of one who was but a few years ago a complete 
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stranger to them, and active conspiracy began. Most of 
the gathcring retired to re-convene on the 3oth, when 
they were to bring their friends with them. Only the 
arch-conspirators remained to draft the Proclamation 
with which Paris was to be placarded during the night. 
They had just completed their work when someone 
nocked at Patins door. Old Régime in the persons of 
Marmont and a few Carlist peers had called to present 
the draft of a revocation of the ordinances to which 
Charles had at last consented ! But the Deputies had 
gonc home; the decision had been taken ; and the presses 
of the Mational were being oïled to print for Parisians 
the momentous decree that had been declared by a small 
oup of men not all of whom were Deputies. In the 
im light Laffitte read to his latest visitors the draft of 
the Orléanist Proclamation, and the emissaries of the 
Bourbon Monarchy retired defeated. Thiers stayed by 
the presses until the Proclamations were through. 
Laffitte dreamed of statesmanship, and, off in his corner 
of Paris, Talleyrand saw again a stage on which he could 
pla a part. 
an the following morning, Parisians awoke to find 
themselves Orléanists. Every bill-board bore the poster 
relating the marvellous virtues of the great man who had 
lived 50 quietly and so modestly in their midst. Could 
the Duke have read it, it is doubtful whether even he 
would have recognized himself. The wording of the 
declaration was cleverly done, and even without his own 
assertion to that effect, one could be sure that it was 
the work of Thiers.%® But it is difficult to find in the 
portrait the real Louis Philippe of the pear-shaped head 
—“ la poire couronné” they called him—of the slow, 
heavy gait, the great wide-brimmed hat, and the inevitable 
green umbrella tucked under his left arm that his right 
hand might be free to greet bourgeois, labourer, and 
aristocrat as he sauntered down the rue de Rivoli. The 
glowing words of the youthful enthusiast who did not 
yet know him, and who had previously refused to mect 
ns 
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him, created a,new and altogether ideal Duke! Per- 
haps it was just as well that Thiers did not imow him, 
otherwise he would have been compelled to forget as 
much about the unpreposesing appearance of Louis 
Philippe as he, the historian, had had to forget about 
history when he had formed the thrilling words of the 
Proclamation : 


“ Charles X can never return to Paris; he has 
shed the blood of the people. 

“The Republic would expose us to dangerous 
divisions; it would involve us in hostilities with 
Europe. 

“The Duke of Orléans is a Prince devored to the 
cause of the Revolution. 

“ The Duke of Orléans has never fought against us. 

“The Duke of Orléans was at Jemmapes. 

“The Duke of Orléans is a Citizen-King. 

“The Duke of Orléans has carried the tricolour 
under the enemies’ fire; the Duke of Orléans alone 
can carry it again. We will have no other flag. 

“The Duke of Orléans does not commit himself. 
He awaits the expression of our wishes, Let us 
proclim those wishes, and he will accept the Charter 
as we have always understood it, and as we have 
always desired it. It is from the French people 
that he will hold his crown.” #1 


These sentences were well calculated to attract the 
prois eye. The catchwords, Revolution, Jemmappes, 

ricolour, and Citizen-King made fainter the already 
dim recollection of the disgraceful Égalité, Louis 
Philippes father. Meanwhile, the subject of this 
pancgrrie was in hiding in the Parc de Ken Had 
e gone thither, like the prophets of old, to meditate 
on his mission, to protect his property, or because he 
feared the warrants of Charles X for his arrest ? 

Paris generally seemed to accept tacitly the sentiments 
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placarded through the efforts of Laffitte and his lieu- 
tenant. But there were still difficulties and hindrances 
in the path of the new Orléanist party. La Fayette was 
an uncertain quantity, and no definite statement of 
attitude had emanated from the Duke or from any 
member of his household. The sooner the adherence of 
Louis Philippe could be obtained, the more likely it was 
that La Fayette would hand over the Hôtel de Ville to 
him. This, therefore, was the principal concern of the 
Deputies who foregathered at Laffittc”s on the morning 
of the 3oth. As he joined them, Béranger remarked : 
4 The only subject of conversation this morning is your 
prince. His name is on every tongue.” ** But would 
the Duke cometo Paris? Of this Laffite felt quite sure, 
but Sébastiani and a number of others at the meeting 
expressed considerable doubt about it.44 Time, how- 
ever, was passing, and every minute lost by the Orléanists 
was à minute gained by Republicanism.  Finally, Thiers 
and others urged that somconc be sent to ascertain the 
sentiments of Louis Philippe According to Thiers’ 
statement, this was a dificule thing to manage, because 
there was no one at the meeting who was intimately 
cquainted with the Duke. Then it was that one of the 
group suggested that Thiers be selected to ascertain the 
sentiments of his Grace, and to discover if he would accept 
the Lieutenant-Generalcy of the Realm of France. To 
this proposal that young gentleman objected, protesting 
the fact that he was not even acquainted with their 
candidate.‘ The reply to this settled the matter: “We 
will give you letters, and by means of these, you will 
present yourself in our name,” ** So it was that adven- 
ture again fell to the lot of the young journalist from 
Provence, and he became the delegate of bourgeois Paris 
in search of a king. 

At fit glance, the selection of Thiers may seem to 
have been an odd one. It is quite certain that he had 
never been presented to the Duke, and that once, on 
Étienne’s advice, he had declined that honour. Laffite, 
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however, may have urged his nomination as the 
Commissioner of the Deputies on the ground that an 
invitation offered to Louis Philippe by one of the leading 
journalists of Paris might appear to be more of a direct 
request from the Parisians themselves. There is also 
another reason that may have occurred to Lafitte. 
His protégé was not only the friend of the Constitution- 
alist group; through his more radical colleagues on the 
National, ke was also the friend of many Republicans, 
and the fact that Thiers, instead of a prominent member 
of the high bourgeoisie, had been aelected might make 
Carrel and his associates more willing to accept the 
Monarchy. 

With Monsieur Scheffer, who gave drawing lessons to 
the young princesses, Thiers set about the preparations 
for the journey to Neuilly, whither Louis Éhlippe's 
family had retired. Two horses from the stables of the 
Prince de Muskowa, son-in-law of Laffitte, were saddled 
for them. How grateful must Thiers have been for his 
recent lessons at Carreger's riding academy! The pair 
set out, accompanied by an officer of the National Guard. 
This officer carried passes from General Fagal to the 
military outposts, and the principal of the trio had in 
his possession a paper bearing Sébastiani’s signature and 
a note from Laffitte that contained these words: “I 
beg Monsieur le Duc d'Orléans to receive Monsieur 
Thiers with all confidence, and to hear all that he is 
cha by me to say to you.” ** 

pas The fact it A aparts had not been viséd, 
the two envoys and their escort experienced some diffi- 
culty, and were swept by the fire of the sentries several 
times, but they managed to reach Neuilly before the 
morning was spent.#’ Upon their arrival, however, 
Thiers had a great disappointment. He was informed 
that Louis Philippe had left in the direction of St. Cloud, 
where he possessed some property about which he was 
anxious, Fhatly, he succeeded in gaining admittance 
to the Duchesse Marie Amélie. This lady could not 

118 


mu Google 


EXIT CHARLES X 


have been 28 ignorant and as unconcerned as she appeared 
to Thiers to be, for she had already interviewed at least 
one other delegation from Paris. Dupin and Persil 
had seen her before the arrival of Laffitte”s envoy, and 
it is not unlikely that Gérard and Talleyrand had com- 
municated with the family early on the morning of the 
30th. The Duchess began by protesting to her latest 
interviewer that the Duke was absent. Of this he did 
not ape to be convinced, and told her that the moment 
‘was decisive, and that no time could belost. He broiched 
the question of the Lieutenant-General, This time, the 
answer of Marie Amélie convinced him that Louis 
Philippe was really away. Having persuaded him of 
this, however, she made haste to assure him that she 
would gladly listen to whatever he had to say, and repeat 
it to the Duke upon his return. She then sent for 
Madame Adelaide, Louis Philippe’s sister. This action 
on the part of the Duchess ol rkans indicates clearly 
her attitude to affairs in France. When, earlier in the 
day, Dupin had visited her and urged upon her rather 
violent reasons for pie her husband to act, she had 
burst into tears and declared that she wished to remain 
a stranger to politics.” It is not unlikely that, in the 
case “a this second interview, she wished to shift the 
burden. After her sister-in-law, Madame Adelaide, had 
entered, the future Queen of France sank completely 
into the background as far as Thiers’ account of the 
interview is concerned. Madame Adelaide’s was a far 
more masculine and active nature, and it was to her that 
Thiers addressed most of his remarks.® To her mind, 
the principal obstacle to her brother”: acceptance of the 
position of Lieutenant-General was the fear that such 
an act would be regarded by the foreign Powers 25 a 
“révolution du palais” She feared the consequent 
anger of European courts. At this, Thiers called forth 
all of his young and audacious cloquence. It was Paris 
that called, it was not the Orléansts who sought. He 
conjured up his beloved “representative monarchy,” 
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and finally even hauled William of Orange into the 
drawing-room of the ducal house at Neuilly, Here was 
the supreme effort. If he could succeed in this mission, 
his own future was made. He extolled the virtues of 
public conscience and its glorious infallibility. Never 
would a family have had so divine and so certain a sanction 
to mount a throne. “All the world will know that 
you have not of yourselves sought the crown, for surely 
to-day it is so dangerous a possession that no one would 
seek it of his own accord.” #1 

The cloquence of the Midi conquercd, and finally 
Madame Adelaide, apparently overcome by the visions 
that the young magician had conjured up, turned to him, 
and said: “If you think that the adherence of our 
family will be of sdvantage to the Revolution—1 woman 
is nothing in a family, one can compromise them—1 
myself am ready to go to Paris. There 1 will share the 
destiny of the Parisians. Î make but one condition, 
namely, that Monsieur Laffitte or General Sébastiani 
come themselves to fetch me’ Thiers appears to 
have been satisfied with this declaration from one member 
of the ducal household. One can easily imagine the 
studied grace with which the little bourgeois delivered 
himself of these words: “To-day, Madame, you have 
placed the crown in your own house.”  Deserted son of 
the rue des Petits Pères, Marseille, journalist, historian, 
and King-maker! He then asked her to write to the 
Duke at once, and added thereto a little advice as to the 
arguments she should advance for his acceptance. One 
can see him so easily. He bows, begins to back out—ah! 
justone word more | And then, a word or two on gorern- 
ment along the lines of “ representative monarchy.” 
Then, the final bow, the door closes behind him—and a 
chrewd smile comes over the face of the little man, for 
Madame Adelaide has betrayed to him a fact that he later 
puts into these words: “ Louis Philippe n'a pas conspiré ; 
il a aspiré.” 8 

No sooner had that strangely smiling, little bourgeois 
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mounted his great horse, and galloped off to Paris than 
out from the palace at Neuilly sped the Comte de 
Montesquieu with the message for Louis Philippe, who 
was in hiding at Riancey." 

Meanwbhile, Thiers, Schefler, and the officer were 
hastening back to Paris to report to Laffitte and Sébas- 
tiani the result of the mission. They must have made 
good time, for, in spite of pickets, outposts, and sentries, 
they arrived at Laffitte’s door a little before one o’clock. 
During the absence of the trio, the Deputies had estab= 
lished themselves at the Palais Bourbon, and thither 
Thiers hurried to make his report to his superiors. Like 
him, they interpreted Madame Adelaide’s remarks 28 
compromising the entire Orléans family. To give to 
the matter the appearance of certainty, they spread the 
rumour that one member of the Duke’s family was 
expected momentarily, and that soon all of them would 
be in Paris, This done, they could refuse the last over- 
tures of Charles in which the King had even consented 
to a Ministry that would include Mirmont, Gérard, and 
Casimir Périer.%5 

At this point, the second adventure of Adolphe Thiers 
concludes with his retirement to the bureaw of the 
National, where he dictated to Monsieur Martin, his 
secretary, the account of the greatest day that he had 
yet experienced.# 


Parts of Paris were now eagerly awaiting the arrival 
©f their hero, the Duke. What would these Parisians 
have thought if they had known that he who would 
declare in Fi first proclamation, “ I have not hesitated 
+6 come and partake of your dangers,” #7 had, once he 
was on the road to the city, actually turned back his 
carriage, and started of in the opposite direction ! ## 
At last, however, the Duke arrived, and was received at 
the Palais Royal by Laffite, Sébastiani, and those others 
most interested in his return®° He was welcomed 
cordially by these men, but one section of Paris held 
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aloof; La Fayette and his Republicans did not venture 
forth to greet him. And so it was decided by Louis 
Philippe himself that he would go to them. Ît was a 

erilous undertaking, and his supporters were uneasy.t® 
Fe march to the Hôtel de Ville had its dangers, but 
for once in his life, a Duke of Orléans showed that he was 
capable of facing a trying situation. He rode through 
lines of silent and sullen men. On he went to the hotel. 
There he dismounted, and climbed the steps to La 
Fayette” bureau. ‘That march gave Louis Philippe the 
crown of France. Then occurred the famous scene— 
the old General and the future King, wrapped in the 
folds of the tricolour, on the balcony before the square 
hill of Republicans. Of this scene, that arch-cynic, 
Metternich, remarked: A kiss is a slight effort to make 
to stifle a Republic; do you think that such a power can 
be expected of kisses in the future? #1 To some 
Repub icans it must have seemed to be the kiss of a 
Judas. 

The return from the Hôtel de Ville was as triumphant 
as the previous march had been melancholy, and when 
Louis Philippe finally reached the Palais Royal, he felt 
far more secure than when he had set out. At once he 
set himself to his task. There were supporters to be 
gratified, friends to be made, and innumerable delega- 
tions to receive. During the first days there were very 
few trappings of royalty where royalty lived. No 
lackey in gorgeous liveries opened the doors. Common 
soldiers and volunteers in the uniform of the revived 
National Guard, or in no uniform at all, crowded the 
anterooms and lounged on the stairways, while the 
Lieutenant-General held council seated upon 2 tabouret. 
The Council room was open to all.tt 

It must have been in the midst of some such scenes 
that Thiers met for the first time the man in whose cause 
he had been so active. The occasion for one of their 
first encounters was an odd one, In fact, no one but 
Thiers could have thought of such a thing. He had found 
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that not all of his friends, even some of his colleagues in 
the National, were behind the move of Laffitte. With 
Mignet and a few others who had joined him so heartily 
in his advocacy of the “ representative monarchy;” the 
little editor found sympathy for what had been done. 
Little did they realize at the time how undesirous Louis 
Philippe would be to have such sponsors. They were 
blinded, but not so Carrel, Cavaignac, Guinard, and 
Bauvilliers, who were ardent Republicans and who found 
themselves unable to reconcile their views to an accept- 
ance of the Orléans régime. [t was to these that Thiers 
now turned his attention. Having been presented to the 
Duke, he asked him to receive some of his discontented 
acquaintances, and to discuss their political difficulties 
with them. On the very same evening the interview 
took place. Perhaps the originator of this remartable 
meeting may have been cherishing a hope that by such 
a presentation he might win this group of malcontents 
to the Orléanist cause, or at Icast cffect an attitude of 
neutrality on their part.t# If this was the case, he 
must have been grievously diappointed, for his Repub- 
lican friends were not convinced by their talk with 
royalty. When the conference ended, several of them 
expressed to Thiers their disgust with Louis Philippe. 
He, amused at their discomfiture, held his sides, as 
he laughed and said, “ J'ai fait là, ma foi, une belle 
ambassade /? 48 

This may explain why Louis as King always scemed to 
distrust Thiers, his minister, and to classify him with the 
more radical clement in the Chamber even when he was 
pleading the cause nearest to the heart of the monarch. 
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CHAPTER VII 
ENTER LOUIS PHILIPPE (1830-32) 


Ta visit of Louis Philippe to the Republicans at the 
Hôtel de Ville had determined the enthronement of 
the House of Orléans. It had been a courageous action 
that was fraught with dangert La Fayctte, ensconced 
in the seat of municipal morte had been an un- 
certainty, but the coming of the Duke had won him, 
and with their appearance together on the balcony, the 
Provisional Government that had been formed under the 
old General faded out of existence. The menace of 
Repsblicmniem then withdrew, and the Deputies, who 
had been gathered together by Casimir Périer during the 
crisis of the July Den profited by à revolution in which 
they had not actively participated. 

The power passed, then, from the Hôtel de Ville to 
the Palais Royal, and there, on the first day of August, 
the victorious Constitutionalist Deputies met to elect 
Pasquier their chairman and to inaugurate a new order 
But modest indeed was the institution of the new régime 
to be; they were careful not to give too revclutionary 
a character to their proceedings. Had they done 50, 
it would not have been in Fee p with Périer, the fastidi. 
ous, for example. He was openly declaring that there 
had not been a revolution; what had occurred, he said, 
‘was only à change in the person at the head of the State.1 
But these words were a hollow mockery ; let the coryphaei 
of the school of 1688 deny it ever s0 loud, the fact re- 
mained that there had been a revolution, and those who 
denied it would be the first to realize it in the August 
Days that would follow. In fact, the very first Cabinet 
that served the Lieutenant-General was proof positive 
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of a greater change than his supporters would actnowledge. 
Strange indeed was the Ministry that they gave him. 
Ît was not a tricolour but à rainbow, for almost all of 
the various shades of political opinion had representation 
init. Dupont de l'Eure was Minister of Justice, Gérard 
of War, Baron Louis of Finances, Guizot of the Interior, 
Bignon of Public rairaeians Jordan of Foreign Affairs, 
and Sébastiani of Marine. Moderate Republicans, men 
of the Empire, representatives of the University and of 
the vested interests, all were combined into a glorious 
disunity, Dupont had been a member of La Fayette”s 
Provisional Government; Baron Louis had served as 
Minister of Finances under Napoleon Gerard, 
Sébastiani, and Guizot, whose course at the University 
had been suspended by Villèle, were Doctrinaires. Over 
this ployglot Cabinet Périer presided as President of the 
Council, and Périer was a capitalist. It was under these 
auspices that the Bourgeois Monarchy set to work to 
establish its control, . 

On August 6, this Government and the Chamber 
assumed the task of government making. What an 
odd Constituante, and how different from that anticipated 
by the Café Lointier during the July Days! The throne 
was declared vacant, and the way was paved for the advent 
of a new dynasty. But before Louis Philippe could 
relinquish the title of Lieutenant-General for the more 
elegant name of King, the exact nature of the new 
monarchy must be determined; s0 the Deputies, who 
called themselves the elected of the people, turned to a 
revision of the Charter of 1814. In this business, how- 
ever, the fathers of the new régime did not consult their 
consienents; they ignored blissfally the will of the 

le. 
he first problem was that of the kingship. Thiers 
had written in the Orléanist Proclamation : “ C’est du 
peuple français qu’il tiendra sa couronne,” and this pious 
sentiment was inserted in place of monarchy by right 
divine. It was not sufficient, however, to deprive the 
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King of his sacred character; there was yet another 
attribute that the exiled Charles had clsimed, and in 
virtue of which he had promulgated the fatal ordinances 
that had begun the July Revolution. This power reposed 
ia Article 14, that allowed the monarch to promise 
special laws for the safety of the State. Such a privilege 
would be a constant memace 10 the Legislative Chamber, 
and the Deputies lost no time in abolishingit. Along 
with this clause went the suppression of the censorship of 
the Press and of the King’s right to create extraordinary 
tribumab. Freedom of religion was declared, and the 
tricolour was substituted for the white flag of Bourbon- 
ism. Elections and representation were  partially 
regulated. The electoral colleges and the Chambers 
might select their own Presidents. Twenty-five years 
was the age required to exercise the fanchhe, ad « 
Deputy must be at least thirty years old. (The tax 
gulifeason for franchise was not lowered by one hundred 
rancs until 1831.) As to the Chamber of Peers, those 
who had been nominated by Charles X withdrew; its 
hereditary character was-not removed until December 
183, when the Peers became a Senate selected by the 
Crown from a limited class of distinguished men, the 
term of office being for life. 

This was the work of the supposed Constituante. It 
was hasty, careless, and inadequate. The old machinery 
by which Charles X had sought to operate a return of 
the old régime was thrown out, but the “ revised version ?” 
of the Charter of 1814 had many weaknesses. The 
Deputies accomplished little; their omissions promised 
much ; and they left for their successors a long list of 
pen that became the battle-ground of later conflicts, 

+ was well to remove the bases for such flagrant abuses as 
had been committed during the Restoration, but was it 
wise to leave unsolved à number of important questions 
concerning the Peers, franchise, electoral system, juries, 
the departmental and commnnal governments, and 
education? Would not the July Monarchy have been 
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stronger if it had faced these matters at once? May not 
that have been the reason for the apparently strange 
action of Thiers in practically forcing the Duke, on the 
very day of his triumph, to receive those whose opinions 
were regarded as PAS and to listen to their pleas ? 
Perhaps, however, Casimir and his deputies, older and 
wiser than Thiers, dared do no more without calling for 
a Constituent Assembly. This they feared to do because 
of the excited state of public opinion. The fathers of 
the Bourgeois Monarchy were confident that they must 
gain time in which Louis Philippe could win over the 
people and prove his worth ; only when this had come to 
pass would it be safe to trust the people to legislate, 
through their newly elected representatives, a régime 
that was surely but moderately a monarchy. With such 
a makeshift Constitution the Duke of Orléans accepted 
the crown. There was a minimum of pomp as befitted 
the circumstances. His could be no sacre at Rheims, for 
there in 1824 the will of God had proclaimed Charles X 
the King, but Louis now ruled by the grace of Laflitte, 
Périer, and the latter’s Deputies, and by the reluctant 
consent of La Fayette. “ C’est du peuple français qu’il 
tiendra sa couronne ?” was a mere travesty. 


It was, of course, to be expected that the Jeunesse 
Libérale should have a part in the new Government. 
Their labours during the July Days must be rewarded, 
and the August Days had hardy dawned when Villemain, 
Barrot, quiet Mignet, and effervescent Thiers received à 
recognition of their services. The latter did not return 
to his journalistic occu] pion after the July Revolution. 
At the National Carrel now reigned supreme, and his 
former colleague seemed to have been divorced from the 
Press and from history The Revolution had made 
him, and it appears quite certain that Thiers had made 
what he could out of the Revolution. During the July 
Days he had speculated and won. He had bought 
himself a magnificent establishment, the famous house 
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on the Place Saint-Georges, but it is unlikely that his 

rivate fortune could have afforded such a residence, 

art of the purchase was made by mortgage and part was 
made possible through the obliging character of his 
wealthier friends. But a palatial residence wat not the 
only plum that he drew out of the revolutionary pie. 
Like Mignet and Barrot, he, too, entered the service of 
the July Monarchy, and in this service he remained almost 
continually for the following ten years. 

His enemics asscrt that he did not enter upon a new 
career with any longings for the past ; they do not believe 
that he entertained any regrets for the work that had 
once been so dear to him. Quite different, however, is 
the sem given br him a little more than 2 year 
after the formation of the July Monarchy. “If, in 
such times as ours, Î may mention myself, Î should say 
that I am not defending this monarchy for what it has 
profited me. For it, I abandoned my studies; I forsook 
my tranquillity, and I have had to endure recriminations, 
I have forsaken a quiet existence for an uncertain and 
troublesome career. But have we a right to consider our 
own welfare and our personal misfortune? Those who 
have been carried nearer to power by 2 revolution are 
not one whit happier than those who have been carried 
out of power by it. Eh bien: what matter? We 
cannot judge a régime by the good or evil that it brings 
to a country. In this way I am devoted to the new 
Monarchy, and 1 defend it as the source of future pros- 
perity for my country.” 5 

If duty was the impulse that called the writer of these 
words, certainly duty made him seek the welfare of his 
country in quarters that must have appeared strange 
those of his acquaintances who had es him in hà 
more youthful days. The protégé of Dr. Armaud and É 
Monsieur d’Arlatan de Lauris deserted Carrel and the 
exaltés ; he even withdrew a little more from La Fayette 
and Laffitte. Along with Dupin and Guizot, he allicd 

© himself to Périer, who was the most Conservative in- 
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fluence in the new Government. Hardly was the 
Bourgeois Monarchy under way than Thiers began to be 
identified with the advocates of Résistance to the more 
Liberal forces in the Ministry and in the Chamber. 
For this group, the Revolution of 1830 had gone far 
enough and should go no farther, and in this opinion 
Thiers concurred. À careful study of his writings shows 
very clearly that in his political beliefs he never passed 
beyond the bounds of “ representative monarchy;” and 
that he had always feared the influence of the lower 
classes. It was, therefore, quite natural that he should 
ally himself with Périer, and, if he ever had any doubts as 
to the wisdom of the Résistance School, the events of the 
August Days certainly removed them. Furthermore, 
as of old, he was a hero worshipper, and Périer became 
his great ideal. He had changed his gods just as he had 
changed his colours. “Of all the men of the July Days,” 
he writes,  Périer is the most able and the most vigorous. 
Périer is an astute politician, while Laffitte only plays at 
politics. Périer is a tower of strength, while Laffitte is 
weakand timid.”*  Itwas through the former’s influence 
that he secured a permanent occupation during the early 
days of August 1830. 

The first official task of Thiers had been to act as a 
member of à commission whose duty it was to prepare a 
new law relative to the method of electing Deputies. 
For this task his studies of English methods had fitted 
him. It was Guizot, then Minister of the Interior, who 
named him on August 17.! But this was only a beginning. 
Soon Périer and Baron Louis, whom he also admired and 
whose acquaintance he had made while writing the 
History, nominated him as Under-Secretary of State in 
the Department of Finances.* By the month of Novem- 
ber, Thiers was well established in Government circles, 
and he stood so high in the opinion of his chief that, 
upon the latters retirement, he was recommended as 
the successor of the Baron.’ Only his youth and in- 
experience prevented his sppointment. It was in the 
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Ÿ school of Périer, Guizot, and Baron Louis, then, that 
Thiers began his political education. 


But the young Provençal was not the only one who 
embarked on a process of political schooling during the 
early days of the July Monarchy; the new King of the 
French was also receiving 2 cruel training in the art of 


Verning. 
Although the accession of Louis Philippe had been 2 
comparatively simple matter, retention of the prize was 
notaneasytask. În August 1830, the Deputies and some 
of the Feunesse Libérale approved, but by many others 
he was regarded as “the King of the Barricades,” an 
epithet that Louis did not relish fe that was, nevertheless, 
at least half a truth. After ail, his rule was the result of 
a revolution, and it was even more than that révolution 
du palais so dreaded by Madame Adelaide. There were 
those who asked, Did the crown fit? or, Was there a 
crown at all? Allof France was not disposed to support 
what part of Paris had done. This was true of social 
classes as well as of parties. 

In general, there was one class that was almost whole- 
heartedly in favour of the new rm among the rising 
aristocracy, the product of the Industrial Revolution, the 
King found true friends. Even in this case, however, 
care should be taken to distinguish between the industrial 
banker and capitalist group and the more profesional 
sections of the middle class. The first were privileged 
voters, but the latter were disenfranchised. In brief, 
it was from the monied interests that Louis Philippe 
received his greatest support. 

There remained, however, the army and the Church. 
The Valois, Bourbons, and Bonapartes had military glory 
to attract the admiration of the former, but the Orléanists 
had only the pue dock for a pavois'® The army 
stood aloof, and so did most of the clergy. They were 
attached to Tradition, and to them Tradition meant 
Ancim Régime. These distrusted a king coronated 
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without a sacring ; they feared his law of general religious 
toleration. They resented the tacit denial of divine 
right, while the removal of the crucifix from the 
tribunals was interpreted as a dangerous approach to 
the infidelity of the first Revolution. Furthermore, 
the fact that a select group of the Church had gone over 
wholeheartedly to the Orléanist régime alarmed them. 
In La Mennais, Lacordaire, and their Liberal Catholic 
followers, most churchmen beheld a renaissance of that 
Gallicanism s0 dreaded by the Church and 50 dangerous 
to the integral faith of all Catholics. 

It was in the political world, however, that the outlook 
was most serious as far as the welfare of Louis” family 
was concemned. Within a very few days, Republicans 
and Carliss, at first paralyzed by che rapidity with which 
the crisis had developed, regained their breath and became 
the implacable foes of the existing Monarchy. The 
Carlists, known from now on as Legitimists, shortly 
adopted a policy of obstruction. "To impede the Govern- 
ment in 2 pouible ways by participating in an almost 
continuous overthrow of Minhstries, through alliance, if 
necessary, with men of the other extreme, became a 
favourite gesture of that party. To east disparagement 
and doubt upon the truly sincere efforts by which 
Laffitte and Périer were attempting to restore public 
prosperity and confidence; to spread discouragement ; in 
other words, to sacrifice the present for the past, was the 
permanent aim of these malcontents. And in their 
efforts they were not always unsuccessful, for they 
possesed an able leader of remarkable presence and 
forensic ability. Berryer, a bourgeois, and for that very 
fact all the more influential, was their leader. His only 
weakness was that in him pasion predominated more 
often than reason. In themselves the Carlists were not 
dangerous, for their numbers were not great, but when 
allied with the Left, they presented à redoubtable 
phalanx. Of a totally different character and nature 
were their strange bedfellows, the advocates of a France 
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more liberal than Louis Philippe, Périer and Laflitte had 
provided. 

It would be a mistake to regard the Opposition of the 
Left as a solid unit in August 1830. In character and in 
organization it was still local, heterogeneous, and really 
ladking in unity. From it should be excluded great 
numbers in the provinces; it was in Paris that the centre 
of discord and Liberal Opposition existed. 

Liberal Paris is generally taken to mean the Republicans 
or he hebe butsuch a general term cannot be applied 
to the Liberals of the August Days. Most of the prominent 
Republicans had accepted reluctantly and sceptically the 
Juiy Monarchy, and after the King had shown himself 
us to the project to abolish the hereditary Peerage, 

majority of the Hôtel de Ville faction had resigned 
ne (ves to another attitude! They asserted the 
opinion that France was not yet fit to be a Republic, and 
they devoted themselves to an effort to imprint upon the 
Monarchy as much of a Republican character as postible, 
Without doubt, many of them hoped, as did Béranger, 
that, in the end, Louis Philippe’s rule would be ephemeral 
and would serve as a bridge to real Republicanism* In 
this they were not disappointed eighteen years later. 
For the moment they Tab eone-te agree on to things; 
they would make 4 common demand, and they would 
employ a common method of bringing that demand to 
the attention of the Government and of the rest of France. 
They demanded a modification of the suffrage, and to 
keep the matter before the eyes of the people, they 
adopted 2 system of demonstration. This was the er. 
and plan of the Hôtel de Ville faction for the immediate 
present, and this platform was accepted at once by their 
leaders, La Fayette, Danou, and Auguste and Victorin 
Fabreis 

But it was not this section of Liberal Paris that first 
caused the new Monarchy so much anxiety. Beneath 
this group of old and cxpcrienced Republicans was a 
great disorganized mass of Liberals, and in their midst 
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was to be found the source of most of the trouble. It 
was well for the July Monarchy that this lower stratum 
was disorganized, otherwise Louis Philippe might not 
have weathered the stormy month of August. It was 
among labourers and students that the basis for the 
Opposition was to be found. 

Fe workers had played a preponderant part in the 
July Revolution. Bourgeois threw them out on the street 
and allowed them to do the work of driving Charles X 
from Paris Theirs had been the sacrifice during the 
first days, and upon the conclusion of their work, they 
had retired to await developments. The remark of 
one of their class illustrates very clearly their general 
attitude at this time, Alphonse d'Herbelot relates that 
a friend bivouacked with a group of workers near Rim- 
bouillet, and that one of them said to him: “I know 
indeed, that out of what we have done, very little will 
come to us, and that we shall still die of hunger, or at the 
asylum. But we did it for the pari, for you, I mean, who 
are a bourgeois and who will profit by it.” 16 

It was only too true; Louis Philippe’s Government did 
not inaugurate immediately any remedial measure for 
labour; it had too much else to do; it only allowed 
Baron Louis 1 credit of sixty millions to meet the in- 
dustrial crisis.1 

The workers of Paris continued to suffer. Industrial 
and commercial depression increased. Failures were 
frequent, and even one wealthy member of the Chamber 
was forced to resign because of financial difficultics.'® 
Louis Blanc relates, that before the July Revolution, the 
printing industry had employed about two hundred 
workers. These men ezrned from four to six francs a 
day. After the Revolution the shops remained closed for 
a fortnight, and when they were re-opened, only ten or 
twelve labourers were recalled. Six months later, they 
were receiving only twenty-five to thirty sous a day? 
In an effort to remedy the situation, due to the fact that 
all industries appeared to have suffered in almost the 
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same degree, the Government provided a mockery of 
public employment on the Champs de Marsiä® Labour 
demonstrations before the Prefecture of Police were 
frequent4* But it was not the workmen who most 
embarrassed the Government. They were only the 
recruits; the organizers were drawn from what may be 
called the political wreckage of the Restoration. “ 
Since the early days of the Restoration there had 
survived a group of dreamers, idlers some, and theorists. 
At Paris, in July 1830, the remnants of the Saint- 
Simonians, Fourierists, Socialists, and Communists had 
been aroused by the collapse of the régime of Charles X. 
With a stable Government, their renaissance might not 
have been a danger, but under the compromise rule of 
August, still in its most experimental stage, they became 
a source from which emanated “a venomous political 
poison.” * For the most part, these Radicals included 
orenyrsurichen youths, students, and members of the 
cole Polytechnique, an institution always prominent in 
revolutionary upheavals in Paris. They were grouped 
around older men, former Republicans, Bonapartists, and 
Socialists, who became their political Nestors, Charles 
Teste, who kept à panshag bar bore the significant name 
of La Petite Facobinidre, uonarroti, once a member of 
the Italian Carbonari and now a professor of music, and 
Voyer d’Argenson were their principal advisers. An 
odd assortment truly, but their spokesmen and leaders 
were even more strange. ÂAmong them were to be 
found Cavaignac, himself once a Carbonaro, Raspail, an 
apothecary from Carpentras, and T'rélat, à surgeon.tl 
Marrast was their representative in the Press, and 
Armand Carrel, once the associate of Thiers, allowed his 
paper to advocate their cause. Garnier-Pagès was their 
spokesman in the Chamber of Deputies. Enthusiasm 
and daring were not lacking to these men. Only onc 
thing weakened their power, and that was the fact that 
they were not closely united and were very infrequently 
in accord with one another. But in spite of their divisions, 
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they were agreed in one thing; they were all of one 
mind in their determination to attack the Magistracy, the 
Monarchy, and the Administration. Some of them were 
even bold enough to propose in the Tribune to overthrow 
the existing Chamber of Deputies. 

While they agrecd in generalitics, however, they 
differed in particulars. Each club had its own personal 
aims that must be gratified, and each organization had 
its own officers and methods. The Society of Order and 
Progress required that every man should have in his 
possession a rifle and cartridges. With these he was to 
direct the Government according to the lights of the 
Latin Quarter. “That” remarks a much-harassed 
Prefect of Police, “ would not positively assure order.” 2? 
Another club was called the Condamnés Politiques. It 
was composed of those who sought recompense for having 
troubled the social order duringthe Restoration. Fieschi, 
who attempted to assassinate Louis Philippe in 1834, was 
a member of this honourable company. Another club 
was known 18 the “ Help Thyself and Heaven will help 
Thee Society” Of this group, Garnier-Pagès was the 
leader, 

But the most important and influential of all these 
Paris organizations was the famous Friends of the People, 
who took their inspiration from what they had heard of 
the notorious Dr. Marat of 1789. Here were to be found 
the ablest of the young radicals, Cavaignac, Marrait, 
Raspail, Flocon, and Blanqui. Some of these men, 40 
active in 1848, received their initial training during the 
August Days. Students, young men out of work, and 
social agitators made up the membership of this Society, 
In character it was distinctly Jacobin, and its members 
were vowed to strive for the establishment of a real 
Republic. 

În contrast to the other clubs, the Friends of the People 
Were practical in the methods that they employed to 
spread their doctrines, Their head-quarters were at the 

'eltier Riding School on the rue Montmartre, convenient 
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to the sections where dwelt the labourers and small shop- 
keepers.#t Here secret meetings and open forums were 
maintained. They established a bureau of propaganda 
that became, in a sense, a sort of Third Internationale, 
From this centre, they arranged for public demonstra- 
tions on convenient occasions and distributed incendiary 
literature. Affiliations were set up in Belgium and in 
Polnd#5 ‘They posesed a paper, the Tribune. By 
means of such an extensive machinery the Friends were 
soon able to make themselves felt, It was this club that 
organized the greatest demonstrations of the August 
Days. On August 4, three thousand men marched at its 
instigation 10 the Chamber, and demanded that the 
Deputies resign their mandates and sanction new elections 
based on universal suffrage. For a moment, Conservative 
Paris was alarmed, and only the almost tearful pleadings 
of poor, old La Fayette and of Benjamin Constant 
persuaded them to disperse. On the following day, the 
Friends attempted a similar demonstration before the 
Press as a protest against the hereditary Peerage._ On this 
occasion, the Government stepped in, and the President 
and Secretary of the Society were called before the police, 
but they refused to appear? 

Demonstration, however, was not their only activity. 
Located as they were so conveniently near to the quarter 
of the labourers, they began to pose as the protectors of 
this unrewarded class, whose condition was undoubtedl) 
pitible. They demanded for their new prot 
political rights and an amelioration of their material 
condition. The Government may indeed have confined 
ics attention exclusively to the necessities of the higher 
bourgeoisie, but it is equally true that the methods 
employed by its Radical opponents were not of the sort 
to gain the sympathy of Kings Council. Like the 
English agitators, they made protests against the intro- 
duction of machinery. The labourers were led to believe 
that this innovation was the root ofallthe evil. Demands 
were posted on the bill-boards of Paris, insisting on the 
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substitution of manual for mechanical labour. The 
workers were told that the capitalists were flourishing ; 
in reality, many of the latter were almost penniless because 
of the stagnation of industry that had set in imme- 
diately upon the conclusion of the Revolution3? This 
was a condition for which some held the clubs responsible. 
Under their guidance, demonstrations and labour troubles 
became an almost every-day occurrence. There were 
riots of the printers, bakers, locksmiths, and farriers. In 
someinstances, factories were broken into and the machines 
were destroyed. Ât last, the Friends outdid themselves. 
Placards were printed demanding the overthrow of the 
Chambers. Then the Government had to act, but even 
then, its action was weak. The placards were seized, and 
the printers, together with the officers of the Society, 
were ÉNET to three months imprisonment and 
three hundred francs fine.8 The club was forcibly 
disbanded, but this was not a permanent measure; it 
revived before long. 

The credit for this action against the Friends of the 
People must go to Guizot, who was ably supported by 
agile Dupin, so eager to win the favour of the King.” 
Even so little, however, wa8 not accomplished without 2 
rift in ministerial circles, for at the heart of the Govern- 
ment the forces for a conservative and orderly policy 
encountered opposition. Périer and Broglie supported 
Guizot, but Laffite and Dupont de l’Eure were violently 
opposed to what he had done. These last two, the 
representatives of the Left, could not forget that Liberal 
Paris had done much to make the “ glorious week of 
July” successful. This was the reason why all that the 
Government could do was to fine the leaders and to bring 
about a temporary suspension of the clubs. 

In the midst of this situation of discord stood Louis 
Philippe, supported by his capitalists and by those 
members of young France who, like Thiers, were of the 
National School. Prominent among these younger men 
was one who resembled Thiers in many ways, and who was 
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destined to be associated with him on several momentous 
occasions. Odilon Barrot was a young enthusiatt of 
undoubted ability. He was almost great; he was 
honest, but naïf and somewhat given to vanity. Con- 
sequently, he became the dupe of everyone, and especially 
the dupe of Thiers. In French history he is sometimes 
called a second Sylvain Bailly Barrot and Thiers were 
indefatigable supporters of the King during the critical 
days of Aigsit 1830, but they were young and had yet to 
make a name for themselves. Nearer to Louis Philippe 
stood the real thanes of his house, Duchatel, Laffite, 
Prier, Broglie, and Molé, whose ideal was probably 
expressed most concisely in the words pronounced by 
Guizot at Lisieux : “Tout pour le peuple, sinon par le 
peuple.” ‘This was the ideal of the men who would 
aid the King to steer his ship between the passionate 
Berryer of the Right and the Ledru Rollin-Garnier-Pagès 
group of the Left that represented the clubs of Paris. 

Unfortunately, it was not only in French waters that 
Louis Philippe must look out for dangerous shoals. 

he same was true of Europe, for the enthroning of the 
Orléanist family found even fewer sympathizers among the 
European States than it had found in France. The star 
of Metternich was still in the ascendant. That faithful 
watchdog of Counter-Revolution had opined that the 
Charter of 1814 was too Republican, and to his mind the 
revhed version of 1830 was positively subversive. France 
had again had an attack of Revolution, and there was 
danger of contagion. In years past, the French disease 
had spread rapidiy, and the experienced old physician to 
Europe’s ills realized that the people of Holland and his 
precious Italians were likely to become infected, to say 
nothing of the Poles, who were straining at the leash of 
the Tsar, their King. As usual Metternich’s prognostica- 
tions were correct. Following the 2 Revolution at 
Paris, the Belgians revolted against the King of Holland ; 
the Italians became aroused ; and the Poles made another 
heroïc endeavour to be free. 
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From the very outset, Metternich seemed to anticipate 
the success of Belgium, and to prevent any further out- 
breaks, he sought to revive the Holy Alliance and to throw 
a sanitary cordon around France. In this plan the Tsar 
of Russia heartily concurred. Austria feared for her 
predominance in Italy, and Russia thought on Poland. 
Consequently, the Carlsbad Conference was called, and 
there Metternich pontificated while Nesselrode, the 
nuncio of Tsardom, responded with 2 fervent ‘ Amen.” 
But the requiem that these two Powers sought to sing 
over Revolution was not entirely successful, and this was 
probably because the celebrants were not entirely 
sincere. 

Each had his own interests, secret interests, and each 
thought on different things. Metternich’s anger at the 
insurgent Italians was not unmingled with a secret satis- 
faction; their action would give him a better excuse for 
an extension of Austrian penetration into Italy. On 
the other hand, storm as Fe might, may not the Tsar 
have felt that the extension of French influence into 
Flanders by means of the Belgian revolt would alarm 
Prussia to the point of declaring war? Then what a 
glorious spportsmier Russia would have in the East; 
a Western Europe confagration would give the Tsar à 
freer hand. The princpals at Carlsbad, then, were not 
entirely frank with each other; there were too many 
arrière-pensées, and it was the Inowledge of this fact that 
saved Louis Philippe from Europe. 

The King of the French was clever enough to perceive 
their insincerity and the reason therefor, and he was 
quick enough to take advantage of the situation. His 
own perspicacity and the astonihing rapidity of the 
Belgian revolt delivered him from the concerted attack 
that was being planned at Carlsbad. He appointed wise 
and aprem diplomats : to England, aheady favour- 
ably disposed to him, he sent old T'lleyrand, who had 
befriended the English cause in Vienna in 1815. Through 
the latter, the French and British Governments came to a 
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secret agreement not to tolerate interference in Belgium. 
In this way the French King gained two friends in Europe 
and was enabled to kecp at bay the insincerely-minded, 
old gentlemen at Carlsbad. When, later, a French 
princess was married to Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, chosen 
ruler of the Belgians, the position of Louis Philippe in 
Europe was quite secure. 

But while the Belgian revolt gave the King of France 
the opportunity for making friends abroad, it caused him 
a deal of embarrassment at home. 

blican France failed to understand the wisdom of 
the Government’: refusal to aid the Belgians by a declara- 
tion of war against Holland, and the extreme Liberals did 
not take this consideration into account. Instead, they 
declared that Louis Philippe wassubservient to the dictates 
of the old régime, and they accused him of connivance 
with the Reactionaries in Europe and at home. As proof 
of their contention, they pointed to the fact that the 
ministers of Charles X were still unpunished. On 
October 17, Clubists marched again to the Palais Royal, 
this time to wreak their own bloody vengeance upon the 
ex-King”s officials. Their demonstration was almost 
successful. La Fayette hesitated to turn his troops on 
them, and at first Barrot, Prefect of Police, refused to 
astist the Government in its eflorts to prevent the massacre 
oftheimprisoned ministers. This affair and the behaviour 
of the Government’s agents Led to a deadlock in the first 
Ministry. 

Small wonder that Louis Philippe was uneasy. The 
firing of one gun by French soldiers in Belgium, or the 
shedding of a drop of the blood of the Carlist ministers 
might set the armies of Reaction on the road to Paris. 
And, as if to add to his anxiety, he heard from the terrace 
the terrifying chant of the Marseillaise, and the words 
of this uncomfortable song often drowned the cries of 
“ Vive le Roi” that had so delighted his ears during the 
first week of his reign.*’ À compromise of some sort was 
necessary; to save himself from Radical, he must yield to 
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Radical somewhat. He needed a mild Progressive, but 
not an energetic bourgeois like Périer. The present 
Cabinet could not last; Périer and Laffitte were too 
much in disagreement, and of the two, Laffitte was the 
more popular. On November 3, therefore, the King 
consented to a new Ministry under Laffitte; at the same 
time, he was confronted with a newly elected Chamber. 

In character and tendency, Ministry and Chamber 
afforded quite a contrast. Laffite was a man of com- 
promiscs who inclincd to the Left, through fear possibly 
rather than from sympathy. But it was not so with the 
House of Deputies. The elections were virtually a vote 
of confidence in the wise policy of the King. By them, 
the bourgeoisie had obtained à large majority, and the 
Chamber gave proof of its conservative temper by electing 
Périer, who was not of the new Cabinet, as its presidin 
officer. There was, therefore, à gap between Council 
and Chamber, and Laffitte, never à strong man, soon 
found himself embarrassed by the efforts es the Left to 
compromise him and to make him appear to associate with 
them.#t In this attempt the men of the Left were aided 
to quite an extent by Dupont de l'Eure, who was a 
member of the Council and who was far more Radical 
than any of the others. The remaining member, 
Molé, Sébastiani, Soult, d’Argout, and Montalivet were 
known not to favour any more than Guizot and Périer a 
Progressive pi . It was not a Cabinet of agreement, 
but at least the Ministry had the virtue of public approval ; 
Laffitte and Dupont were the two most popular men of 
the time, and the fact that the former, a successful man 
of affairs, was Minister of Finances, as well as President of 
the Council, restored confidence in the minds of many 
Parisians.#4 


The establishment of the new Ministry did not inter- 
fere seriously with the fortunes of Thiers, who had been 
oceupied all the while in the Department of Finances, In 
fact, after a time it rather enhanced his opportunities, for 


#3 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


Laffitte was his friend, and s0 arduous did the latter soon 
find his task that he came to leave more and more of the 
direction of his especial department to his young acquaint- 
ance. His experiences with him anent the Wational and 
the Constitutionnel had only increased his confidence in 
Thiers, and the fact that che King had actually considered 
nominating him to fill the place of Baron Louis was an 
evidence that the retention of Thiers was approved by 
the Tuileries# Within a short time Adolphe Thiers was 
named Secretary-Gencral of Finances in spitc of the 
protests of some of Lafitte”s acquaintances, who objected 
£o is youth and suspected his Honesty.# 

By Kovember, the time of his appointment, the new 
Secretary was well own in official circles. During the 
month of August, he had stood for election from Aix and 
had won. Upon entering the Chamber, he had prepared 
himself to make his début from the Tribune. In Sep- 
tember he was preparing his maïiden speech. One can 
casily imagine the excitement with which he set about his 
work. He wished to be a great orator, but he realized 
only too clearly his weaknesses; he had not forgotten 
the amusement of his audience at Aix during his carcer 
a8 a young barrister. He had a high conception of the 
power of a real forensic ability. Once, when a student 
at Aix, he had expresed himself in this regard in the 
following words : 


“We have prostituted s0 often the most sacred 
things that now we are afraid of them. We dare 
not give ourselves over to them; we are always 
afraid of being duped by them. When an eloquent 
writer recalls them to our minds, we seem to be 
afraid to confess the real emotion (that he has 
evoked), for we are afraid of being accused of weak- 
ness. We have so often used words in all senses ; 
there is no desecration that we have not given them. 
But should we, for that reason, regard as a dangerous 
seducer him who arouses in us feelings of which 
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others have taken advantage to seduce us? No, 
fellow-orators, there is still à tongue that hypocrisy, 
Jying, or charlatanism cannot mistake, an idiom that 
has never been found in the mouth of crime. Learn 
to find it; our souls tell us of it. You to whom 
nature has given the eppiee mediums of expression, 
you who do not suffer from an inability to express 
the sentiments that move you, you whom nature has 
created orators, do not cease to hope. Believe in 
cloquence ; man would be a beast if he ceased to bc 
sensible to its effects.” #1 


But on September 23, when he entered the Tribune to 
pps in the discussion of the budget of 1828, this 
udding young orator did not measure up to his Ideal. 
Here was no impassioned Lally-Tollendal ; instead, he fell 
far short of his model. He was still handicapped by the 
failings that deterred him at Aix, and his first speech is 
said to have delighted his enemies. The same accent, the 
que nervous gestures continued to distract his hearers. 
n addition, he had contracted or assumed bad forensic 
habits chat may have been the result of his recent ramblings 
in the field of history. He was monotonous, pompous, 
copious, diffuse, and seemed to be incapable of repellin 
the insults of the Opposition.®* His maiden speech di: 
not convince his hearers that Thiers was an addition to 
the support that Lafiitte’s administration soon came to 
need so very sorely. 

Previous to his appointment as President of the Council, 
Laffite had been very well liked in Paris, but once in 
office, his popularity did not help him to control the 
situation, Essentially timid, he had pledged too much 
to the people and then discovered that he had gone 
farther than had been his intention. He had come into 
power because he had promised to bring about the trial 
of the ministers of Charles X, and on December 12, his 

ledge was flfilled when the trial was begun in the Cham- 
er of Peers. But evidently those Liberals who had been 
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most zcalous in their efforts to bring the Carlist officials to 
justice were not sure that Laffite and the Peers would be 
harsh enough, and, to urge them on, the clubs resumed 
their demonstrations. It was only due to the quick 
action of Montalivet that the accused ministers escaped 
a worse penalty than the sentence of life-imprisonment 
that was passed upon them. The mob had nearly gained 
possession of them, and, in this crisis, again La Fayette and 
the National Guard had not behaved well. Their 
hesitating attitude had almost frustrated the efforts of 
the Government to maintain order and avert bloodshed. 

This episode of the old General and the National Guard 
had been allowed to pass unnoticed by the caspEoine 
Lafitte. He recognized the popularity of La Fayette 
with the clubs, which should have realized that, by 1630, 
La Fayette was more than ever a man of indecisions. 
He was still the hero of Liberal Paris. But if the Presi- 
dent was afraid to reprove the General, the same was not 
truc of the Chamber of Deputics, many of whom realized 
that the material interests of their constituents would 
remain in danger as long as the National Guard and its 
commander continued to be a force on whose sympathies 
the Radicals of Paris could rely. The affair of December 
12 was immediately taken under consideration by the 
legislators, and a proposal was made to reorganize the 
Guard. Finally, the Deputies and King agreed to 
abolish the office of Commandant General, but, to spare 
La Faycttc’s feclings, it was agrecd that the new law should 
not be effective until after the death of the old General. 

Not all of the Ministry were in favour of the measure, 
The extreme Left supported them in their opposition 
toit, but the Cabinet tad to yield. La Fayette retired 
immediately, but took the occasion to give public 
utterance to the platform of the Republicans when he 
demanded the abolition of the hereditary Peerage and 
the election of new Deputies on a basis of universal 
suffrage. 

In this affair, Laffitte gained the favour of neither wing 


146 


Google 


ENTER LOUIS PHILIPPE 


ofthe Chamber. To the Moderates, his concessions were 
too slight, while the Extreme Left complained of his 
weakness in not defending La Fayette. Similarly, his 
other policies failed to elicit approval. These concerned 
the system for municipal elections and direct taxation, 
and 2 lowering of the franchise qualification to two 
hundred francs in taxes. To one party, they seemed too 
timid; to the Moderates, they were too much. The 
Ministry encountered unfavourable comment from all 
directions, and prophets forctold another Cabinet crisis. 
Legitimist joined with Republican in discomfiting the 
perplexed President, with the result that the storm broke 
when news reached Paris of the revolts in Poland, Modena, 
and the Papal States. 

The Julÿ Days in Paris had aroused the half-conscious 
desire for independence in north-eastern and southern 
Europe, and the insurrections that resulted gave more 
courage to the Liberals of Paris. Republicans dreamed 
of a general European revolution, and again the clubs 
were aroused to 2 fever of excitement. On every possible 
occasion they demonstrated their power. When the 
Counter-Revolutionists gathered at Saint Germain de 
VAuxerrois to commemorate the death of the Duc de 
Berry, a mob sacked the church. Laffitte seemed to be 
paralyzed into inactivity, and again Louis Philip and 
the Chamber took the helm. When the cries of Liberal 
Paris became louder for protection of the Belgian inter- 
vention, it was the King and not the President of the 
Council who mediated in France and Europe. In the 
early wecks of 1831, Louis Philippe was a really great 
King; his courage and wisdom saved France and Europe 
from a general European conflict. He establiched an 
agreement with Palmerston as to the neutralization of 
Belgium, and he silenced the Tsar by a clever and tactful 
explanation of the attitude of New France to the Polish 
insurgents. He forced his Ministry into adopting a strict 
neutrality in regard to Italy. Without the masterly 
intervention of Louis Philippe, the timid Liberalism of 


147 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


Laffitte might have brought France to a second disaster 
as great as that of 1815. 

But when the crisis had been safely passed, the situation 
between King and President was an impossible one, The 
tables had been reversed ; it was Louis who had saved 
Jacques, and not Jacques who had saved Louis.  Further- 
more, not all of Louis nepotiations had been disclosed to 
the President. Frequently, the King had not taken 
Laffitte into his confidence. Once the latter realized 
this fact, a resignation was inevitable, and this was what 
the King had now come to desire. Montalivet, at 
Louis’ instance, had even counselled Thiers to advise 
Laffite to retire. Whether Thiers followed the sugges- 
tion of Montalivet is not inown. At any rate, the day 
came, and on March 10 the Cabinet resigned. ‘The banker 
had learned to his hurt that to handle the finances of the 
House of Orléans was one thing, and that to direct their 
policies was quite another. Louis Philippe and the 
Conservative section of the Chamber might now have a 
Ministry more to their liking. March 13 witnessed the 
return of Casimir Périer to the Presidency of the Council 
and the reversion of France to a definite and orderly 
system. 

England haïled the arrival of a “ stern and more force- 
fol Ministry” Most of the Chamber was delighted to 
have the man who had acted as its presiding officer at 
the head of the Government, and Louis Philippe gave 
evidence of his personal satisfaction. But while moderate 
France was contented, there was an air of suspense in 
Paris, for it was known that the coming to power of such 
a man as Périer meant the inauguration of a war on all 
factions of disorder, the Extreme Left and the Extreme 
Right alike. Although Périer took a middle ground 
between Republicanism and absolute Monarchy, he was 
not the man to compromise with either. 

It was a notable Cabinet, the Résistance Ministry. 
Périer assumed the direction of the Department of the 
Interior, and his colleagues included such experienced 
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men as Sébastiani, Soult, Baron Louis, Admiral de Rigny, 
Barthe, Montalivet, and d’Argout. Under their guidance, 
the July Monarchy had a chance to catch its breath, 
and France was brought to the prosperity that Laffite 
had promised but bd not been able to accomplish. As 
a parliamentarian Périer was far superior to his predecessor 
and he exerted a very real control over the Chamber. 
His success was due in part to the fact that many of the 
Deputies were in favour of him, and in to a very wise 
decision of the President to keep outside of the Ministry 
those who by reason of their situation or talents could be 
of use to him in the Chamber. He was above corruption 
and he served France only to be of benefit to her. He 
scorned the customary methods of defending his policies. 
He refused the usual practice of buying up the papers 
to support him and declared: “I have the Moniteur to 
register my actions; the Tribune of the Chambers to 
explain them; and the future to judge them.” # Ît was 
under the ægis of such a man that the young Thiers 
began the serious part of his political schooling. It is 
significant that what Thiers learned under this wise man 
he never abandoned. From March 1831, the character 
of the Périer régime was indelibly impressed upon his 
political mind. 


When Laffite resigned, Thiers retired as Secretary- 
General of Finances and devoted himself exchuively to 
his duties as Deputy from the Bouches-du-Rhône, to 
which position he was re-elected in 1831. It appears 
that he was not unhappy when the preceding Cabinet 
felll He had not been in sympathy with Laffitte’s 
tolerant policy of laissez aller, and the sack of Saint 
Germain de l’Auxerrois that he had witnessed had filled 
him with a dread ofthe clubs. Ifin 1830 he was inclined 
to favour Résistance, by the opening of the year 1831 he 
had become a complete convert to it. "The more un- 
poguler his chief became, the more silent was Thiers, 
and as the Lafftte régime neared its close, the Secretary- 
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General became impatient to relinquish a position that 
did not give him a voice in the Cabinet, and to concentrate 

n his duties as Deputy. But he was too mindful of 
what he owed his patron to abandon the President during 
the crisis, and it was not until the Cabinet had fallen that 
Thiers separated himself from Laffitte. On July 22, he 
wrote to Monsieur Thomas, the future Prefect of the 
Bouches-du-Rhône: “I want to do my duty, and I 
have begun it by breaking publicly with the Left and by 
declaring openly to Monsieur Laffite that I am only a 
personal friend.” 4 

Experience had taught Thiers much, but the greatest 
truth chat the first six months had revealed to him was 
the danger of the Left. As always, whenever he had 
discovered a new lesson, he put it into words and passed 
itonto others. In 1831, Mesnier, a Paris publisher, issued 
a brochure that bore the title, La Monarchie de Tuilles, 
par A. Thiers, Deputé des Bouches-du-Rhône. 

This pamphlet was probably written shortly after his 
retirement from the Finance. Upon the fall of the 
Ministry, he had paid a visit to his mother at Aix, and then 
had established himself at 10, rue des Capucines, Paris. 
There he set to work upon the little booklet that was to 
be his political “ Credo,” a declaration of his adherence 
to the new Government and of his confidence in the 
Orléans Monarchy. It is, in great part, a reply to the 
two extreme wings of the Chamber, who were declaring 
that the Orléans family had not the sanction of popular 
sovereignty to rule France. His method was où and 
his thesis surprising. He acnowledged frankly that such 
a sanction had not been given to Louis Philippe, but, he 
countered, the consent of popular sovereignty would not 
have been wise or necessary in this instance. “ Popular 
sovereignty calls into the Government the intervention 
of the masses, and these have never appeared except to 
upset the Government and to make it anarchical, violent, 
and bloodthirsty. On the other hand, the sovercignty of 

+ the majority calls in a factor true, natural, and legitimate, 
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for then the nation, consulted not en masse, for that üs 
impossible, but consulted consecutively in the persons of 
the electors, deputies, and peers, who represent the #lits 
of the nation, replies and expresses a wish that is the real 
public desire, ere is the true principle in virtue of 
which the country governs itself according to stable and 
regular laws.” 4 

These are not the words of a friend of the clubs, of the 
National as it became after the July Days, or of any 
sectary of the Extreme Left. This statement, together 
with others that he put into theérocbure relative to Périer’s 
avowed declaration of peace 24 a necessary policy for 
France, showed that Thiers was a real henchnsen of the 
Résistance School.‘* And yet, although Périer admired 
him and appreciated his efforts, there does not appear to 
have been any great intimacy between them. The new 
President was not an easy leader to follow, especially for 
one who was as independently minded as was the Deputy 
from Aix. Delicate, proud, and accustomed to deference 
to his wishes, Périer must have found his young admirer 
in the Chamber very annoying at times, and he never 
admitted him completely into his confidence. Was this 
because he distrusted him or because he feared his youth- 
qi enthusiasm L ji re. suis it is true, es 
the ea; ess of the young Provençal went nd the 
limits GE diéérétien. Tonce, for example, ge when 
speaking from the Tribune, referred to the Ministry and 
spoke of it as mous. At this, it is related, Périer was 
furious.t 

The experience in Laffitte’s administration had taught 
Thiers much, but of far greater importance was the 
practice that he received in the Chamber of Deputies 
during the personal rule of the great Résistance Ministry. 
1x was then that the change came, and that he learned to 
discard the affectations of speech and the mannerisms that 
he had first assumed. It was a different Thiers who 
appeared in the Tribune on April $, 1831, when he made 
a tathfactory defence of the financial policy cf Laffitte 
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and paid a felicitous tribute to the latter, as if to atone 
for the political break that had come between them.tt 
The occasion was not an easy one, but he met it courage- 
ously and conducted himself well. It was not until 
August of the same year, however, that his talents as an 
orator really impresed the sophisticated audience of 
Deputies. Then it was that he rendered a really valuable 
service to the system to which he had attached himself. 

The months of April, May, and June had been difficult. 
The activity of the Extreme Left within and without 
the Chamber had been relentlcss. In the Deputies there 
had been endless interpellations, and beyond the walls of 
that House, the clubs and radical newspapers had done 
their best to make trouble, Several demonstrations in 
favour of intervention on behalf of the Poles had upset 
Paris, and the instigators, Cavaïgnac, Blanqui, and Trêlat, 
had been brought before the courts. The Press, too, had 
been made to feel the iron hand of Périer; the Figaro, 
Tribune, and Ami du Peuple had had their interviews with 
the magistrates. All of which gocs to show that the 
President had made good his promise that law and order 
should prevail. Moderates were pleasd with him, 
and so too was France, for the July elections had resulted 
overwhelmingly in his favour, and the agitators of the 
Left might have become discouraged had not the other 
political extreme becomeactive. Legitimists had decided 
to block the success of Périer, and Madame la Duchesse 
de Berry, aided by the Duc de Cases, the Duc de Saint- 
Priest and Marshal Bourmont, had connived with their 
fellows in France to attempt a Bourbon restoration. 
Working from England and then from Italy they had met 
with considerable favour, and Counter-Revolution had 
actually appeared in the western corner of France. This 
development found Périer just as resourceful as he had 
been in the case of the Republicans; he dispatched an 
army into the Vendée to put down the conspiracy of the 
Extreme Right. 

Policies as strong as these had, of course, aroused the 
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discontented. One could laugh at Laffitte and eventually 
compromise him, but Périer was a man against whom one 
must carry on a serious and careful war. Accordingly, the 
Opposition abandoned a policy of ridicule and riots for a 
planned attack on the patriotism of the Government and 
on its infidelity to the principles that determined the 
Revolution of 1830. 

To the mindsof these men, there were two weak points 
in the policy of the Government. Why-had France not 
given material assistance to Belgium or even, perhaps, 
annexed it? Why had France not sided the Poles 10 
profit by her example and to become free? ‘These were 
the questions with which Louis Philippe was confronted 
when he opened the session of the Deputies. His efforts 
to explain the wisdom of non-intervention were unavaïling, 
and the effect of the royal discourse was weakened even 
more when news came that the King of Holland was 
about to invade Belgium. France is disgraced, cried the 
Deputics. France under Louis Philippe is still subject 
to Foy Alliance. These were the sentiments, couched, 
of course, in more courteous language, that the Extreme 
Left through Monsieur Thouvenel tried to insert into 
the customary Reply to the Throne. In the course of 
his arguments the Deputy of the Left had included the 

etre Cabinet in his remarks. Then it was that 
Fhiers, as a former member of the Laffitte administration, 
asked for the floor. On that day of August 9, 1831, he 
established himself as an orator of no small consequence 
and of great originality. 

His method was novel for the orators of the ’thirties. 
He possessed none of the passion of a Berryer, none of his 
glowing phrases and persuasive eloquence. This new 
orator was not of the silver-tongued variety. He was 
clear, logical, and in his method of presentation almost 
didactic. He taught his audience its lesson. There 
was a hint of the schoolmaster in his art, and also an echo 
of the historian. Aix and Paris had made him at last, 
and each had left their imprint upon him. Frequently 


153 


Google JIVERSITY OF 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


he prefaced his arguments with a résumé of events that 
smacks of the History of the French Revolution. This is 
not to say that his discourse was dull and arid. It was 
relieved by witty little sallies directed at his opponents, 
who replied, as was then the custom, by caustic remarks 
addressed 10 the speaker inthe Tribune. These extem- 
poraneous quips er his delighted his hearers, and his apt 
and short retorts frequently put the laugh on the side of 
his interrupters. There was no sign of fear or of nervous- 
nes, Onc admirer and friend has described his appear- 
ance as he spoke from the Tribune in 1831: “ His half- 
hidden eyes would flash with profound shrewdness, while 
his set features and short hair made him resemble certain 
Roman busts to which energy and intelligence lend a kind 
of beauty.” 45 

This may have been the impression that he made when 
he undertook to defend the Laffitte and Périer Ministries 
in August 1831. He declared that all that the Revolution 
of 1830 had guaranteed had been fulfilled, and he referred 
to the laws concerning the electoral system, municipal 
councils, and juries that these two Cabinets had put 
through. But the greatest part of the address was his 
defence of the foreign policy. He who had gloried in the 
victories of Revolutionary and Napoleonic armies became 
the advocate of a policy of peace, and supported the 
wisdom of Louis Philippe in not offering material and 
official aid to the Italian States, to Belgium, and to 
Poland, France had not committed hersclf to do 50, 
nor could she have done s0 without involving herself in 
a general European war for which she was not prepared. 
There was nothing dishonourable in recognizing the fact 
that, for the moment, the only safety of the country Lay 
in maintaining the peace of Europe. That was the great 
boon that France could offer to all oppressed humanity. 
His remarks anent Poland are especially significant : 


“ As to Poland, one could not have the heart of a 
human being and not be touched by the sublime 
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effort that this people is making, not hope that 
Poland will live again among the nations of Europe 
and protect the Occident. But has our own 
Goverament any reason to wipe out the reproaches 
that are being levelled against it in regard to Poland ? 
It is possible to intervene in Poland by negotiation 
and not by war. By war! But one does not dream 
of such a measure! From the very moment that 
war is declared, from the very moment that the 
Poles resist Russia so heroically, what do vwre fear? 
That 2 new enemy may come in and destroy this 
unhappy nation; that Prusis and Austria, whose 
ill-will is well known, may each send 20,000 men to 
attack Warsaw from this side of the Vistula. What 
has prevented such a contingency that would have 
meant most certainly the ruin of Poland? It is 
ce: for before you could have brought her aid, 
oland would have been erased from the list of 
nations. It is quite evident that you have only held 
the Prussians and Austrians in check by this policy 
of peace” 


There speaks the logically minded Deputy from Aix, 
later the advocate of the principle of sens commun in 
politics. Continuing the same discourse, now speals 
the historian, the pedant who was, with the possible 
exception of Guizot, the most didactically inclined 
member of the Chamber. 


“In default of peace, would you declare war and 
go to Warsaw? Then you must cross the width 
ofthe Continent. Twice Napoleon went to Wars:w. 
The first time he had with him the army of Auster- 
litz that he considered the finest army in the world. 
He passed by Ulm, Austerlitz, Jena, along à path 
radiant with glory and—he almost failed. Again 
he went and failed. And you, before we even have 
an army, you want us to go to war in Poland ! ” # 
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The logic of the little historian prevailed, and at its 
conclusion, his speech was applauded with great en- 
thusiasm. 

At last he had arrived. Talleyrand was delighted with 
the success of his pupil, and Périer expressed his admiration 
in no uncertain terms. The public regarded him as one 
of theablest and staunchest supporters of the wise policies 
of the President of the Council. From-this time on, the 
Résistance Ministry looked to him for support whenever 
their programme was attacked by cither political extreme. 
In fact, August 9 made him an important part in Périer’s 
political machine that required more friends outside the 
Cabinet and in the Chambers. Guizot assured the 
Ministry of the adherence of the Constitutional 
Monarchists or Doctrimaires from the Right. Dupin, 
still loyal, rallied from the Left all those who could be 
gathered from the ranks of the old Opposition that had 
existed during the Restoration. Thiers, on the other 
hand, confirmed the timid and unstable, and controlled 
those who delighted to regard themselves 25 independents. 
Ie was at this period of his carcer that he inaugurated the 
remarkable but perilous practice of finding a support 
among the “floaters”’ in the Chamber whenever he 
needed it. This was a habit that led him in later years 
into dangers from which he s0 frequently escaped by a 
hair’s breadth, and that won for him the epithet l'oiseau 
sur la Branche. 

With Guizot, Dupin, and Thiers for his henchmen, 
Périer was safe for à time. The Opposition had little 
to offer in the way of leadership, and what guidance it 
received was not formidable. La Fayette was now too 
old to control them, and his behaviour earlier in the year 
had not increased his popularity with the Extreme 
Left. Odilon Barrot was only trying out his efforts at 
oratorical passion, and Srnserigé 100, was not full: 
fedged. Mauguin was superfcial and facile. But al- 
though the young Republicans were without able and 
experienced leadership, they were relentless in their 
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attacks, and when, in the autumn of 1831, Talleyrand was 
able to announce the assurance of the neutralization of 
Belgium, they were somewhat discomfited, for the Brussels 
revolution had been saved, but not in the way that they 
desired. For the moment their continued complaints 
seemed groundless, but in the latter part of September, 
they found a cause. Sébastiani, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, came to the Chamber and pronounced there 
those tragic words, Pordre règne à Varsovie, which was a 
gré way of announcing that the Russians had entered 

arsaw. Upon receiving this intelligence, the Left 
burst into a flame of passion. Riots again, and even 
the Radical in the provinces followed the example of 
Paris. Interpellations of the Ministry were renewed in 
the Chamber of Deputies, and once more Thiers entered | 
the speakers Tribune. Again he defended the policy 
of Périer, only this time with even greater intensity, for 
now that systéme had become his own, and he would 
continue it when he became a minister. The discourse 
of September 20 was à real success, and the results of his 
effort was the victory of the Ministry, when the Chamber 
passed an expression of confidence in Périer by a vote of 
two hundred and twenty-onc to one hundred and 
thirty-six. From this date, the forensic activities of the 
President’s lieutenant were almost continuous, On 
September 23, he defended the Government against the 
charges of laxity and indifference in regard to the 
legitimists riots in the Midi of France, but his greatest 
effort came in October, when the matter of the Chamber 
of Peers was brought up for discussion, 

So far, there had appeared to becompleteaccord between 
Périer and Thiers. Over the question of the Peers, 
however, there were surface differences. ‘The President 
really favoured the idea that the Peers should continue 
to be an hereditary body, but Louis Philippe, on July 31, 
1830, had virtually committed himself to the opposite 
principle, and Périer believed that the King must accom- 
plish that promise. As long as it remained unfulfilled, 
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the Extreme Left possessed a grievance against the 
House of Orléans that was unanswerable. This was the 
opinion of Périer, On the other hand, the Deputy from 
the Bouches-du-Rhône believed sincerely in the virtues 
of an hereditary Upper House, and because he was not a 
member of the Ministry, he felt that he was free to assert 
his own opinions on a matter s0 near to his heart. Fre- 
quently, his critics are prone to assert that Thiers in 1831 
was a time-server, but his actions in regard to the question 
of the Peers show him in an entirely different light. 
Although he was devoted to the Résistance School and 
had cast in his fortunes with them, he was still loyal 
to the principles that he had asserted at an earlier time. 
In his History and in the cditorials of the Nañional, he 
had frequently asserted his faith in the English system 
that allowed an elective Commons and an hereditary 
House of Lords. When, therefore, Périers Government 
proposed to abolish such an institution in France, Thiers 
arose 10 protest. His arguments were practically the 
same as (loue tit Lead propounled mben epbinine 
his system of “ representative monarchy ” previous to the 
pi Revolution. The Peers must be even 25 the House of 

rds ; an elective Chamber must be guided and advised 
by the more cautious minds of the nation. ‘“ You 
suggest the peril cf a régime of privilege if the Peers 
continue to be an hereditary chamber, but what privileges 
have these gentlemen left to them now? ” 47 At the end 
ofhisdiscourse, the defender of the Peers gave an argument 
that was 2 threat, a threat, however, that must have 
brought a gleam of amusement into his own eyes as he 
uttered it : “If you deprive the Peers of their privilege 
of heredity, then the great families of France will have 
nothing more to do with that Chamber. Instead, they 
will throw themselves into the elective Chamber, just 
as, in former times, they piled into the palace of the 
Emperor” 4 

In spite of his efforts, however, the hereditary character 
of the Peers was abolished, and they became a houte of 
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men chosen by royal appointments from the élie of the 
nation. And so compromise crept into the Government 
even under the régime of Périer. 

Other appearances of Thiersat this time were occasioned 
by the proposal to mobilize the National Guard, a messure 
10 which he was opposed on the ground that it would alarm 
Europe, and by the discussion of the Budget of 1832, 
when he reported the opinions of the Budget Committee 
of which he was a member. It was during the latter 
address that he set forth his remarkable argaments in 
regard to the utter impossibility of cheap government. 
This speech was à masterpiece of clear reasoning and of 
common sense, and even his opponents paid tribute to 
the ability of the orator.t? 

During the interval occupied by Thiers’ debates in 
the Chamber, Périer had had his difficulties outside the 
Legislature. The influence of the clubs had spread 
to the provinces, and the outlying sections of France 
became infected with the revolutionary fever. The 
translation of the ashes of General Ney to the Panthéon 
afforded an occasion for a tremendous demonstration 
conducted by the Friends of tbe People, and the trials 
anent this affair continued into April of the year 1832. 
At Lyons, che workers had rebelled against the capitalists 
over the question of tarifs! Government troops were 
even driven out of the garrison, and the merciless efforts 
of Bugeaud, the fire-eater, and the presence of the duc 
d'Orléans were required to reinstate the authority of the 
Government. In all of these repressive measures Périer 
was heartily supported by Guizot, Dupin, and Thienr, 
who was accused by Chateaubriand of having deserted 
his former Liberal colours.® Such Paris papers as the 
Tribune, Quosidienne, and Gazstte de France decried the 
policies of the new triumvirate inthe Chambers. Legiti- 
mists and Republicans joined the fracas, and Périer and 
his triumvirs were faced with the prospects of 2 formidable 
attack. 

The year 1832 had opened inauspiciously with a riot 
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and a new European complication. In Paris, there was 
the plot of the Tours de Notre Dame; #t in Europe, 
Italy made another attempt to shake of aristocratic 
rule. The Romagna revolted, and Gregory XVI appealed 
to Austria for aid. To this request Metternich acceded 
only too willingly, and Périer perceived at once what use 
that pes tatesman might make of the situation to 
increase his hold on Italy. To counteract such a possi- 
Eur the President despatched a quota of French troops 
to the fortress of Ancona. This action was again su 
ported by Guizot and Thiers in the Chamber. Boldly 
they faced the difficult question raised alike by Republican 
and Legitimist: was di in accord with the assertions 
of the Fay Monarchy that it would follow a policy of 
non-intervention, or was this a repudiation of this 
principle ? 

As a matter of fact, Périer had but short time in which 
to defend his action, and he bequeathed this problem 
to hi political heirs, In April, 183z, the cholera broke 
outin France, and on May 16 the President of the Council 
fell victim to the disease, Great was the alarm of Thiers 
and Guizot; great was the delight of Legitimist and 
Republican, certain of whom actually proposed an 
illumination of Paris to celebrate the deliverance of 
France from an unscrupulous dictator ! 5# 

One paper of the Left made the following comment on 
Périer”s faneral : “ The public profited by the first day 
of fine weather to take the air. There werc countless 
Promeneurs and many carriages on the boulevard. But 
there was no sign of mourning or of grief. Nevertheless, 
they had convoked the ban and arrière-ban of the Juste 
Milieu, without, however, being able to recruit more 
than fifteen hundred men.” # 

The King himself is said to have remarked: “ Casimir 
Périer is dead; is this an advantage or a misfortune? 
Time will show.” 

For Thiers the passing of Périer was a stroke of fortune. 
He had been 2 silent observer, he now became an active 
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rticipant in the problems raised by the first year of the 
F lonarchy. 
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CHAPTER IX 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR (1832-35) 


As the words attributed to the King indicated, the 
loss of Casimir Périer did not appear to Louis Philippe 
in the light of an unmitigated evil. Historians of Us 
nineteenth century have not given full justice to that 
monarch’s abilities. He was g no means content to 
be a figure-head, and once the Résistance régime had 
been instituted, the King had not been disposed to relish 
the domineering attitude of its chief. To the royal way 
of thinking, there had been too much Périer and too little 
Orléans. Consequently, during the days that followed 
paies death, it was Louis Philippe who took the 

At first the intention seems to have been to call a new 
Ministry. With this in mind, Talleyrand, ever faithfl 
friend of the Government of the day, left is port at 
London and hastened to Paris to advise the King. On 
My 25, a conference was held at the residence of the 
Ambassador, and thither he convoked his faithfal hench- 
man and those indebted to him. At this consultation 
it was proposed to form a Cabinet of which Talle nd, 
Sébastiani, and the triumvirate, Guizot-Thiers-Du e 
would be cheshining lights* Itis unlikely that the 
Would ave Gvoutet iéh à combination: ‘pérhepe ke 
feared to put Talleyrand in the saddle. At any rate, 
when Lafitte, Barrot, and Garnier-Pagès issued a strong 
protest against the formation of a Ministry that would 
establish a higher middle-clas domination; and when 
the clubs showed their disapproval by a demonstration 
on the occasion of the funeral of General Lamarque, 
Louis Philippe decided to keep the control of affairs 

163 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


in his own hands, and to continue himself the policy of 
Périer. During this period, the King's measures were 25 
strong as if they had been the measures of the late Presi- 
dent himself. When the rioting became acute in Paris, 
he declared the capital in a state of siege, and issued 
orders against Cabet, Laboïssière, and Garnier-Pagés, 
who had instigated the Lamarque riot. Again, when 
Madame la Duchesse de Berry actually landed in the 
Vendée to encourage the Legitimist risings in the west, 
the party of the Extreme Right was given a taste of force 
by the arrest of Berryer at Angers. It was the King 
who stemmed the tide of Revolution during the June 
Days, and who kept his Cabinet in line with his policies 
by means of Montalivet and the fast ageing Sébastiani, 
who were his personal friends, 

When the crisis of the late spring had been safely 
passed, Louis Philippe considered again the possibility of 
reconstructing his headless Cabinet. In this regard, 
Dupin, who was fast becoming discontented, declared 
that the principal concern of the monarch was to dis- 
cover a chief who would not issue orders to royalty 
itself* But this was not an easy task, for the men of 
July were cither capable or hopelessly medioere. Of 
the former, there were few and these were independently 
minded; of the latter, the numbers were legion, but 
they were as likely as not to become the creatures of the 
Deputies and to forget their duty to the King. The 
choice was narrowing down when, on June 28, Louis 
Philippe gave à dinner at Saint Cloud to which he sum- 
moned all those whom he regarded as acceptable can- 
didates for royal favour. The list of guests interested 

litical Paris; it included the actual ministers and 
Fileyrand, Bertin de Vaux, and Thiers, who, it was 
remarked, was now beginning to receive attention from 
the royal family.® Great disappointment was occasioned. 
when the “ Candidates’ Dinner ” failed to result in a 
new Cabinet, and the King continued his personal rule. 
In fact, it was not until October, 1832, that parliamentary 
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leaders and dissensions within the existing Ministry 
forced him to form another Cabinet. 

The intervening months had not been succesfal for 
the Crown. Without Périer the Cabinet was incapable, 
and lacked the power to control the two extreme sections 
of the Chambers. The Republican papers gave them- 
selves free rein and attacked relentlessly the Government. 
It was during this interval that the Tribune celebrated 
its sixty-second sammons to the courts.# In the Chamber 
scdition was preached openly, and in the Cabinet the 
ministers were divided against each other. This situa- 
tion had encouraged the ambitious Dupin to strike for 
power. Resentful at what he chose to regard as the 
neglect of the King, he set about to force a way into the 
Ministry, or, failing in that, to form a new party of the 
Opposition that would drive the actual combination from 
power. Success crowned his first efforts, and certain 
members of the Cabinet were won over to his side, 
Finally, th roposed his appointment. To this sug- 
Fer Menbliet, Sébastini, and d’Argout es. 
strongly opposed, for they feared Dupin's personal 
motives, an they Anew that the characteristic instability 
of his political opinions would make kim unacceptable 
10 the European courts. His appointment would change 
the Conservative colour of “+ Government policy. 
Within the Cabinet two parties developed, that of Dupra 
and that of Montalivet, and, due to these divisions, the 
members could not be brought to agret on any matter. 
À change was inevitable nt necessary. Dupin had his 
followers, so had Montalivet, but there was a middle 
man who had the favour of both sections; the split 
in the Government cleared the stage for Thiers. 

During the early days of this crisis, Thiers had been 
absent from Paris. Whether intentional or not, it had 
been wise. Twice the faithful Mignet summoned 
him from the country, where he had retired to study. 
Dupin desired him, s0, too, did the King's party; here 
was opportunity beckoning him! But Thiers, wary 
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of Dupin’s methods and mistrusting his policies, at first 
refuse to make of him an enemy and declined to serve 
without him. There were interviews with Sébastiani, 
Montalivet, d’Argout, and even with the King himself. 
His conversations with the latter were not without their 
significance, Louis Philippe was afraid to take Dupin 
and preferred to settle the matter by taking Thiers. 
“ Save me,” said the King, “from this lawyer, Dupin. 
What will Europe say if they see me yielding to his 
demandsi 1 shall dishonour myself, I shall endanger my 
negotiations, if I ask him to be President. Be my Pitt, 
and since Dupin wishes it, let him take the rôle of Fox.” ? 
The King was desperate, and he pleaded with Thiers 
to help him out of his political #mpasse. Dupin had made 
conditions that out have prevented the continuance 
of Périer’s policies. Never a sincerely minded Conserva- 
tive, he had become a Third Party man and was leaning 
more and more towards the Left. He had demanded 
the withdrawal of the King's most trusted ministers, 
Louis Philippe was in an agony of suspense. He recalled 
to Thiers, avec une grâce ei un esprit infinis, the relations 
that he had had with him during the July Days, the 
Laffitte régime, and at the formation of the Périer 
Ministry. At these words, the former editor of the 
National must have trembled. Power was within his 
grasp, and yet he hesitated, and retired to the country 
to consider the matter. 

Again a summons from Mignet, and this time the King 
said! “With what pleasure I see you again. You are 
my man, the one with whom I prefer to talk over affairs ; 
with whom I shall very often have occasion to discuss 
them. We zre destined to lose each other and to find 
eachother often. Twenty times you will be my minister, 
I think that I have a long future ahead ofme. Circum- 
stances will force me to separate from you, but I shall 
come back to you again! ”# These were the words of 
prophecy; they were far morc true than cither of them 
realized at the time. But they were almost promises, 
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and Thiers began to weaken and almost to consent to 
p into the Cabinet with Montalivet and Sébastiani. 

t last, however, he informed the King that if he should 
ever enter a Ministry, certain of its members might have 
to be sacrificed in order to mollify the Opposition. He 
would decline to enter a Cabinet that was not repre- 
sentative of the mind of the Deputies. To this Louis 
Philippe replied that he would make such concessions 
as he advised if he would only find him his man, and he 
added : “ At this very moment I should like to place 
you where you deserve to be and where the future will 
undoubtedly find you, but you are still too young and 
your importance is not yet fully recognized.” 

These conversations were related by Thiers to his 
mother-in-law, Madame Dosne, and while they may not 
be verbatim reports, there are undoubtedly in them the 
essentials of truth, and they mark the sealing of an alliance 
between their reporter and the royal family. Out of 
them grew a friendship that was never entirely lost even 
during the trying days of the Guizot régime after 1840. 
For the present, however, they settled one thing: the 
Deputy from Aix could not yet be President of the 
Council. He had agreed, however, to find one for 
the King, and when this fact became known, he was the 
man most sought after in Paris. Even Guizot solicited 
from him the coveted post, but Thiers would not con- 
sider him, for, being a Docirinaire, Guizot was too 
unpopular. Finally, however, the situations in the 
Netherlands and in the Vendée became acute. A 
Ministry undivided and capable of action must be found. 
Ât last à combination was agreed upon, and on October 
11, 1832, Marshal Soult formed à new Council. 

This latest Cabinet was not La a happy affair, 
but it was far better than its predecessor. The Marshal 
himself was docile, and the men who He with him 
were not of the sort to accept dictation from the King. 
Therein lay the power of Louis Philippe; he could con- 
trol this new combination without their knowing it. 
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À President who was obedient and trustworthy, a Minister 
of Public Instruction (Guizot) who was a Doctrinaire 
and who disagreed with the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(Broglie), who was of the King’s school, and both of them 
in complete disaccord with the Minister of the Interior, 
who was none other than the parliamentary free-lance, 
Adolphe Thiers. Evidently, when the latter found a 
President for the King he discovered, as well, a soft bed 
for himself. He, at any rate, was secure, and 10, too, was 
Louis Philippe, for Soult made a most unexpectedly 
successful début, due to the fact that the King of Holland 
respected his request that the Dutch troops be withdrawn 
from Belgium. This coup disarmed for a time even the 
Left, and gave the new Ministers an opportunity to 
become acquainted with their duties. 

October 11 was a memorable date for the most recent 
appointee to the portfolio of the Interior. It marked 
a new phase in his political education. From that time 
until 1836, when he became President of the Council, 
Thiers was almost constantly in the Government. 
Minister of the Interior in 1832, he resigned to become 
Minister of Public Works in January 1833, only to resume 
his former office in 1834, when his services were required 
to meet 2 very difficult situation, a task for which he 
had proven himself eminently fitted. 

When first he became à member of the Cabinet, he 
wras not carried away with elation and delight at his good 
fortune, He was already a vetcran in the Chamber 
and he bore the scars “ battle and of hard, vigorous 
combat. His career as a parliamentary frec-lance was 
not an easy one to continue, He was not a Doctrinaire, 
nor was he ofthe Dupin School. He was not a Legitimist, 
and he had already demonstrated his hatred of the clubs. 
At this period, he was essentially a patriot who had fought 
consistently for the security and dignity of the Monarchy 
in France and in Europe. But being a patriot without 
any party affiliations, he was open to attack and to sus- 
picion. He was accused of being an opportunist, and 
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the latter charge was not without apparent justification 
when men recalled his political defection from Laffitte 
and from the National. Then, at now, the gladitors 
of the political arena did not understand that a man 
might change his tactics without altering one bit his 
essential beliefs. He was subject to certain family 
embarrassments in the person o a profligate father and 
a collection of natural brothers and sisters, and this made 
him the butt of Charivari and of the Pilori. The 
calumnies that followcd him throughout his life began 
to be thrown at him in 1832. It was indeed not without 
cause that, on the morrow of his appointment, he wrote 
to old war-horse Bugeaud, the Terror of the Lyonnais 
workmen, these words : 


“ Support me, I beg you. Give me courage, 
for I have need that people of heart support a young 
man calumniated pa beaten by the winds of envy. 
Write me—I shall be 30 gratcful for that, Tam 
weighed down under the awful impression of the 
newspapers, and I write you with too much feeling, 


perhaps.” 1° 


But although it was with misgiving that he reached 
out his hand to grasp the portfolio tendered him by 
royalty, once he had it tucked under his arm he was 
fearless in the prosecution of his duty. 

When he assumed the functions of Minister of the 
Interior, his activity was somewhat curtailed, for he 
had not charge of the administrative personnel, nor was 
he concerned with the departmental and communal 
governments. These were delegated to d’Argout, who 
was Minister of Commerce and of Public Works At 
first, the chief concern of Thiers was the matter of public 
security. In his speeches before the Chamber he had 
harped incessantly on this note, and now he found 
that the Government expected him to act as the chief 
policeman of the realm. Emeentr his duties brought 
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him into immediate contact with the disruptive forces 
in Paris, and it was not long before they heard his threats 
and felt the bite of his sword. Educated in the school 
of Périer, he was recognized as an advocate of law and 
order, and he defended this principle as ably from the 
office chair in the Ministry of the Interior as he did from 
the floor of the House of Deputies. With the possible 
exception of Guizot, he was the most able protagonist 
af che Boule Ministry. Fearless to a degree, he spoke 
with a frankness that frequently took his opponents 
unawares. He was able to expose their grievances and 
their motives accurately and without fault, His speech 
of November 29 astonished his enemies as well as his 
friends. It was at one and the same time a remarkable 
diagnosis of the ills of the Left and a reply to their pro- 
tests : 

“Unless I am much rater, here is what our 
opponents are saying evw : “A revolution has 
tien place, bat the Government is not heeding 
it, it is even denying it. It is tying itself up to 
the Restoration, to its system of civil adminis- 
tration, to its budget of 2 million, to its reactionary 
prejudices ; it is continuing the latters errors. What 
results? The Legitimists raise their heads; their 
hopes and audacities are reviving. On the other 
Hand, the patriots are indignant and reasonably 
exasperated, and they are the ones who are perse- 
cuted” So, they say, there is within the country 
a policy of consideration and leniency for the one, 
and for the other only anger and calumnies; without 
France, there is 2 policy of submission and subeervi- 
ence to the foreigner.” 12 


Having enumerated the grievances of the Left, the 
orator then proceeded to one of those brilliant summaries 
of the benefits of the Monarchy. In glowing words 
he recalled the establishment of a constitutional system 
with a bicameral legislative, a lowered electorate, and a 
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foreign policy that was known as “ non-intervention,” 
but that Lan. in fact, the only programme that France 
could adopt if she were to live among the established 
European polity* 

In this speech, however, there was a personal note. 
Thiers was not only defending the Monarchy against the 
charge of disloyalty to the promises of July; he was also 
defending himself. He had been accused of unfairness 
in the administration of his Department. All the 
activities of the Interior, the Left declared, had been 
directed against his former associates and friends of the 
Left. To the intrigues of the Right he had given no 
heed. Such an accusation must have cut him to the 
quick, and it was, in part, to answer these that he had 
appeared in the Tribune of the Deputies during the 
latter part of the year 1832. He had had to defend his 

olicies almost before he had inaugurated them. His 

rst action 48 minister had aroused a storm of protest. 
As soon as he had assumed the direction of the Interior, 
he had sent out to the departmental police instructions 
in regard to the rate a ublic meetings and demon- 
strations, The wordin, e documents was exactly 
in with that of Périer, ue praises he continued 
to singlt Rioters of the Left he put into prison, but 
it is true he did not treat the exaliés of the Right in the 
same fashion. In making such a discrimination he was 
wise, for the performances of the clubs and of the Repub- 
licans were purely national, but the farce staged by the 
Legitimists had an international significance. Thiers 
might clap his Radical behind the bars, and the grizily, 
old, crowned heads of Europe would wag a senile approval, 
but when the fair prétendante of Bourbonism tried to 
embarrass a Bourgeois King, these troublesome old 
monarchs would rub their hands with delight and utter 
their anathemas against the young upstart who would 
handle the royal lady too roughly. Austria, for example, 
was undoubtedly sympathetic to the cause of Maria 
Carolina, Duchesse de Berry and widow of the heir 
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of the exiled Charles X. Metternich was consistently 
favourable to all French pretenders who were not 
Bonapartes and might seriously alarm Louis Philippe. 
The old Chancellor at Vienna was enjoying his game of 
suddenly jumping out from doorways, waving a Bourbon 
white flag, and crying “ Bool” at the French King 
whenever that monarch came to a sharp political turning. 
The Tsar hated the Orléans family and would have been 
Er ie at its overthrow. 
facts were suffcient in themselves to warrant 
a moderate policy on the part of the French Government. 
It was by no means beyond the realm of pouibility 
that drastic measures against the Duchess might have 
involved Louis Philippe in that war with the counter- 
revolutionary courts of Europe that he had so dreaded. 
But, on the other hand, there was the Left eyag one out 
that it was oppressed while the supporters 
Bourbons went scot free. Here was a situation dut 
demanded a new kind of golden-mean procedure. "Thiers 
must not offend the feeling of a critical Europe, and he 
must prove to the satisfaction of the Oppotition that 
the July Monarchy did not hesitate to break with the 
Restorition. He must act, and yet not act too far. 
The Duchess was at last in the Vendée, and that section 
was making rares to support her cause. 
For sately for him, all of the Extreme Right did 
pee a] tire A the behaviour of the Vendéans, but those 
L approve were not negligible in quantity or in 
rtain parts of the Church had cspoused 
Es oe for that institution, ever attached to the old 
régime, was in great part still ultra-royalist. With the 
exception of the La Mennais and Montalembert group, 
few churchmen saw much hope for religion under 
Orléanist rule. Prayers for the Duchess were even 
offered publicly in many churches of France5  Further- 
more, other sections of France had become affected ; 
the citizens of Aix and of Marseilles had been concerned 
in the comspiracy, for the presence of the fair leader 
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had even been signalled in the south of France‘ Once 
thing was certain, the movement could not be put down 
until Maria Carolina was safely and securely lodged in 
the care of the Government. To this task the Minister 
of the Interior devoted the greater part of his attention 
during his first term of office. 

When he had assumed the portfolio, Thiers had found 
aclue. During the previous migisterial crisis, Montalivet, 
then in charge of the Interior, had had communications 
with one of the Duchess’ entourage named Deutz, 
This agent had had a varied career. He began life as 
the son of a Jewish Rabbi. Later, he became a convert 
to Rome, a creature of the Jesuits, and through the 
latter, he was finally accredited to Maria Carolina, who 
accepted him as one of her spiesi? Monsieur Deutz, 
however, was more concerned with jonal gain than 
with the success of the cause of his Er paticn, and he 
soon made overtures to Thiers. After the formation 
of the Soult Ministry, Deutz sent to Thiers an anonymous 
letter in which he proposed a meeting in the vicinity 
of the Champs-Elysées at a certain hour. ‘There, for a 
consideration, he would divulge the hiding-place of the 
Duchess. The recipient showed the letter to one of his 
secret agents, and in spite of the latter’s opposition to 
the plan, he decided to meet his mysterious correspondent 
at he stipulated time and place. Once he had gone in 
search of a Duke 10 make him a King; now he would d go 
in pursuit of a Duchess to make her a prisoner, 
affair was not without its dangers, af Thiers, de 
cautiows, took his precautions. He may have overdone 
the matter, for he tells us that he concealed two revolvers 
on his person and stationed his secret agents in the vicinity. 
Then he set out upon his second great adventure. A 
dark night, a drive along a silent street, the descent from 
the unlighted carriage, and the lonely walk to the desig- 
nated meeting-place. ‘The moment of suspense, and 
the relief upon finding that Deutz was alone and unarmed. 
There was no ambuscade after all! Deutz was most 
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cos The return to the hôtel of the Ministry, a 

conference. The bundling of Deutz into the train 
a antes with the new Prefect, and lo! Madame la 
Duchesse betrayed and captured—and all for five hundred 
thowsand francs drawn upon fonds secrets, the blessed, 
discretionary fand 11° 

The capture at Nantes was made on November 6. 
Great was the dismay of the Legitimists, who tore down 
the placards announcing the event and offered prayers 
for the safety of their heroinc?* France was ooded 
with pamphlets reviling her captor.#® But prayers and 

mphlets were of no avail; the royal captive was lod, 
securely at Blaye under the watchful eye of old Bugeaud. 
‘Whatever his methods in bringing her to bay, certainly 
the actions of Thiers after the arrest were worthy of 
only the highest commendation.® He was not blood- 
thirsty; he was tired of being a Fouché and was determined 
not to allow this case to become a second duc d'Enghien 
affir, His only desire was to kccp his fair prisoncr 
securely and comfortably at Blaye until such time when 
she could leave the country, or until her influence had 
decreased. Prospects of either seemed remote, when, 
as a matter of fact, th 7 were nearer falflment than 
Thiers and Bugeaud d. Suddenly it was dis- 
covered that the Duchess was with child, having con- 
tracted a second marriage secretly. 

In this way the gods ci feed for Thiers the first 
task that he had ensounterel upon his coming into the 
Government, and the Legitimits, who had tfallied to 
the cause of Maria Carolina, fell back into the usual 
divisions of Carlists, Dauphinists, and Henricinquists. 

Although the Government was relieved from immediate 
danger from the Extreme Right by the indiscreet passion 
of the Duchesse de Berry, it found itself embarrassed 
by the general impression can the case had made. Repub- 
icans reviled Thiers for his leniency, while Legitimists 
denounced him as a cruel monster. He became the 
object of all the attacks of the Opposition. To quiet 
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this criticism and to save the Ministry it was finally 
decided that he should resign his post. On January 1, 
1833, d'Argout went over to the Interior, and Thiers 
replaced him as Minister of Public Works. This change 
was not à defeat, for he entered upon his new functions 
at a very important time. 

Until the formation of the Périer Ministry, the cry 
of both Oppositions had been that France was not pros- 
perous and that no remedial measures had been under- 
taken with a view to bettering the economic condition 
of the country. Hindered by clubs and by a multiplicit 
of other problems, Laffitte had not been able to do mu 
in chis field of national interest. Under the able Périer, 
however, the industrial development of France had 
received attention. In Lille and in the districts of the 
Rhône and the Alps the factory system had been encour- 
aged and more modern methods of communication had 
been undertaken. It was in relation to this growth in 
economic activity that the King had summoned in Paris 
a meeting of three Councils that represented respectively 
the agricultural, industrial, and commercial interests of 
France, As Minister of Commerce and of Public Works, 
Thiers presided at the formal opening of the Congress 
when, on February 15, he delivercd an address of welcome 
on behalf of the Government. This was the second 
occasion on which he had expressed himself on the matter 
of general economic policy, and in this speech he laid 
down the principles that formed the bases for his later 
policies in this field of national enterprise. Tarifs, 
of course, were the principal questions ; he declared that 
in regard to them he was a man of the golden mean. 
He was neither à high protectionist nor 2 free-trader. 
He believed in a middle policy between the two that 
should be determined according to the need of each 
separate enterprise.21 

is greatest interest, however, was not in tarifs, 
factories, and railroads, but in something more akin to 
his character as a patriot. This man was not of the sort 
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who saw the glory of his country in dollars and cents, 
perhaps, even, he thought too little on chat side of things ; 
to Thiers, the glories of France meant dignity, beaut 
and military re He must embellish France an 
too, he must make her secure. Napoleon was his hero 
at this time, and it is not unlikely that his studies of 
Napoleonic Literature influenced his own ideas. Napoleon 
undertaken to give Paris magnificent buildings, 
stately vistas, and wide, open spaces ; 80, too, would Thiers, 
With this in mind, he upset the Chamber by demanding 
the modest sum of one hundred million francs. This 
request caused him no little dificulty in the Legilative, 
where he was attacked by the Left in the person of Arago, 
But his defence was s0 able, and the visions that he con- 
jured up were so alluring that he won his point. Under 
is enthusiastic direction, the Arc de ‘Îriomphe, the 
Madeleine, the Quai d'Orsay, the Panthéon, and the 
basilica of Saint Denis were restored and completed. 
Possibly, in the Madeleine may be found just à suggestion 
of that predilection for the atrocious pseudo-classic 
architecture of the Renaissance school t he later 
developed. He added to the École des Beaux Arts, 
and, because of his friendship with the painters of the 
time, he became particularly interested in its develop- 
ment. He gave a ready ear to their suggestions. For 
a time, he was regarded as their patron, but when their 
little Mæcenas re subsidies to such great men as 
Ingres, Delacroix, and Vernet, to induce them to go to 
Italy and make copies of great Italian masters for French 
art schools, they wearied of him! He enlarged the 
Collège de France and embellished the Place de la 
Concorde. But all of his interests were not purely 
æsthetic. 

History had taught Thiers the value of an army, and 
at the same time that he was hobnobbing with painters, 
he was consorting with military engineers. Great 
maps and littered the long tables of his office. 
Over these he pored ‘es hours, for he loved the game 
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of war. France must be secure against her foreign 
foes, and Paris must be made safe from attack by both 
Reactionary and Clubist. The result of this venture 
into military interests was his wise proposal for the 
fortification of Paris, a project that was the occasion 
for more riots on the part of the Opposition, who did 
not view with equanimity the plan for a ring of forts 
around the capital. These forts implied, of course, 
the presence of more troops within the general vicinity 
ofthecity. Such a proposal did not meet with the favour 
of the more viclently minded members of the two 
Extremes, 

As Minister of Public Works he was successful, but 
he does not appear to have been satisfied. In fact, 
even as carly as 1833, Thiers was not content with a 
reputation as an able administrator. Throughout his 
life, this little bourgeois asserted agaïn and again that the 
affairs of the political world meant nothing to him; 
that what satisfied him were matters of intellect and 
taste.  Whether these assertions were sincere is a question, 
but their frequent reiteration indicates that he was 
always desirous of being recognized as a man of letters 
and a patron of the arts. Even at his busiest moments 
his head was filled with grandiose designs for historical 
and literary productions. He would write a History 
of the World, a History of Florence, or, perhaps, a detailed 
study of Chinese art. He was ever the slave of an ambi- 
tion 0 be recognized as 2 scholar and as an art collector. 
Amusing yet pathetic are some of his efforts An 
unfinished History of Florence for which he collected 
copious notes, and employed the services of a secretary, 
Canestrini, in Italy, and the vulgar reproductions of 
Italian sculpture and painting with which he filled the 
spacious rooms of his House at the Place Saint Georges, 
are monuments to this phase of his interests. Ît was an 
ambition that was never entirely gratified, and that was 
always pushing him further into literary and pecuniary 
extravagances. Probably the nearest point to satisfaction 
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of this desire was reached during the years 1833-34 In 
the latter year, the death of Andrieux caused a vacancy 
in the French Academy. 

The procedure of election to the Academy is always 
a shock to anyone but a Frenchman. In accordance 
with the custom, Thiers proposed himself 18 a candidate 
for the Immortals. Some were amused at his audacity ; 
he is still so young, they said. But others who knew 
that his chances were good were not surprised when it 
was announced that their candidate had received seven- 
teen out of the tiwenty-five votes. On December 14, 
1834, he was received into the Academy, and on this 
occasion, he delivered the customary eulogy of the man 
whose place he was 10 take, 

It is not difficult to imagine the excitement of the 
young minister when he appeared before the brilliant 
assemblage of all the great in France. Facing him were 
old Talleyrand and Royer-Collard. Above him, in one 
of the boxes, Madame la Duchesse de Dino smiled down 
at him, and is it not likely that his mysterious affinity, 
Madame la Princesse de Lieven, la belle russe, was also 

re to witness the triumph of her latest conquest ? 
Some related that his discourse was mediocre, and that 
again, he fell victim to that dangerous tendency to use 
+00 much rhetoric.®* "This, however, was not the opinion 
of the Duchess, who writes that Thiers enthralled his 
audience. Even she acnowledges, however, that the 
address partook more ofthe nature of a political argument 
than of a scholarly effort. 

Indeed, there was much that was personal in it, and 
the little candidate took this opportunity to assert before 
the wise men of France his loyalty to the Périer ideal 
of government. On that day he was far indeed from the 
intimate, little talks of revolution that he had had at Aix 
in the homes of de Lauris or of Arnaud. On this great 
occasion, Thiers was patriote and anti-revolutionary in 
politics, in philosophy, and in literature. And yet 
there is an echo of the historian of the French 
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Revolution and of the didactically minded cditorial 
writer ofthe National in his words. 


“ Gentlemen, our eyes have really seen, our hands 
have really touched all these things and all these 
men. We have witnessed as bloody a forum as that 
of Rome. We have beheld the heads of orators 
displayed from the Tuileries where they had spoken. 
We have seen the old régime and the July Days.” 
Enter now the ghost of Charles X! “We Lave seen 
kings as unhappy as Charles I, more miserable than 
James Il.” Enter Louis Philippe! “We bchold 
Her day the prudence of William.” And then, 
suddenly, the hero of Thiers, Napoleon I himself, 
is hauled out of his mouldy tomb to grace the 
occasion. “We have seen Cæsar, Cæsar himself! 
Among you who hear me are men who have bad the 
honour to approach him, to meet his fashing eye, to 
receive orders from his mouth, and to fly to exccute 
them amid the smoke of battle ! ?? 26 


How Talleyrand’s old heart must have leapt at those 
words. No wonder Madame la Duchesse records : 
“ Monsieur de T!. en était (enthousiasmé) à l'émotion.” #* 
Indeed, she adds, Thiers ssemed to be talking to Talley- 
rand. Here was the moment of triumph of the young 
pupil, and he had not forgotten his debt to the man to 
whom he owed so much. But there was still a balance 
due the old prince. Would Thiers pay thati or was 
this day of success to be the day of freedom for the new 
académicien ? 

Throughout the discourse there was a distinctly personal 
note that was offensive to many. Thiers, they thought, 
was taking this occasion to pay off old debts and to make 
his own position clear to France. Certainly it was true 
that there were matters that needed explication. At least 
that was the opinion of the more liberally minded of 
his audience. ould the little statesman attempt to 
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explain his own political evolution? That expectation 
of his enemies he did not fulfil in its entirety. There 
is, however, à curious passage in the address that refers 
to the History of the Fvencb Revolution, and that gives 
his own interpretation of that work as he saw it on that 
glorious December day of the year 1834. 


“When I was allowed to present myself as a 
candidate, I did so (at once). I devoted ten years 
of my life to writing the history of our great Revolu- 
tion, Î wrote it without hate, without passion, 
(and) with a great love for the grandeur of my 
country. When that Revolution had triumphed 
in its best, its most just and honourable aspects, 
1 laid at your feet the portrayal of its long vicisei- 
tudes that 1 had tried to draw. I thank you for 
having received it, and for showing by that act that 
the friends of order and of humanity in France 
could acknowledge it. 1 thank you especially for 
having selected, from the midst of contention and 
of parties, a disciple of letters who has been tempor- 
Li À 


icparated from their service.” 


The latter phrase is said to have caused a smile of 
amusement among his detractors. And 50, they said, 
it is farewell to his revolutionary heroes, to Danton 
and the Republicans, and long live the Golden Mean ! 
To them, the speech'of Reception was a second betrayal, 
an occasion to break definitively with his former asso- 
ciates, but those who knew Thiers intimately did not feel 
that ft was any more than an effort to make his actual 
position clear at the very moment that it needed clarifying, 

When he spoke these words, Thiers and the Govern- 
ment had just passed through another crisis during which 
he had been recalled to his former post at the Interior, 
where such a man as the one who had handled 80 success- 
fully the Duchesse de Berry episode was sorely needed. 
The situation that confronted Tim had made him appre- 
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ciate even more the virtues of a strong Conservative 
policy. Once the Legitimist inirigue had been averted, 
the problem of the Extreme Left became acute. 


The year 1833 had witnessed a revival of the clubs. 
Aided LA Trélit, Cavaignac, and Laboissière, the Socsesy 
of the Rigbis of Man had renewed its propaganda. 
The Tribune assisted in spreading the doctrines of this 
organization, and the example set by the Paris chapter 
and its newspapers was followed by the provincial sec- 
tions.” In spite of the assertions of Government papers 
to the contrary, matters were quite unsettled in France, 
a fact that did not escape the attention of at least one 
forcign observer.%% Young Italy and Mazzini were at 
work in the country; a Congrega Centrale was established 
at Paris, and the Italian patriot was in active correspond- 
ence with Carrel of the National and with the Tribune.2® 
From liberal centres in Italy and in Geneva, French 
Radicals were receiving encouragement. Ît was a time 
of new theories and new systems. Saint Simonism was 
rampant; Considérant was at Tours, and others of its 
agents were located in many of the industrial centres 
of France. Those who had not been affected by the 
over-idealistic principles of Saint-Simon had come 
under the influence of labour organizations known as 
Mutualistes, whose activities were signalled from Grenoble, 
Dijon, Strasburg, and Metz. The Mutualistes are 
said to have boasted of a following of five thousand. 
The year 1834, therefore, bade fair to be à troublesome 
year, and because of this, the licutenant of Périer was 
returned to the Department of the Interior on March 25, 
just before the crisis was reached. 

By the Radical leaders in the Chamber, Puyraveau, 
d’Argenson, and Garnier-Pagès, the reinstatement of 
Thiers was interpreted as a declaration of war on the 
part of the Ministry. His attitude to their former 
activities was well imown; in his speeches he had not 
refrained from expressing a marked disapproval of their 
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methods. Nor was he sfraid to meet them. As he 
himself had said in 1832, even the victor of the Pyramids 
had faced revolts in his own country.% And, 25 Napo- 
leon’s future biographer, he may have found comfort 
in this thought; undoubtediy, it enabled him to bear 
the epithets of traitor and aristocrat with which the 
Left greeted him. His past experience had taught him 
much, and while he did not believe in a régime of privi- 
lege, he held to the doctrine of an equal opportunity 
for all men. But he went no farther; he was not so 
foolish as to think that all men were inherently equal 
in abilityandin intelligence. He did not trust the masses, 
and s0 Le repulsed their demands for universal suffrage ; 
he was wiser than many in his own day and in ours, 
in that he believed that obligatory education constituted 
a danger. Thoroughly aware of what harm a little 
Inowledge can bring, he refused to listen to their demands 
in this respect. As he himself put it, obligatory and 
general education was like building a fire under à great 
pot that was empty.‘ It was then, as a convinced and 
tincere Conservative and not as an Opportunist, that 
Thiers assumed the difficult task of stifling the Revolution 
that had again appeared in France. In April, 1834, his 
own strength and courage were severely tested. 

In that year there occurred the famous revolt of Lyons. 
Its origin was not political, but the movement soon 
assumed a distinctly political character. It was the 
old story of the adusrial transformation; the higher 
bourgeoisie had profited by the economic progress made 
since 1831, but the labouring classes, although steadily 
increasing in numbers, had gained nothing. The city 
of Lyons was the largest industrial centre in France, 
and it was natural that the labour situation should first 
become acute in that region. There had already been 
a serious riot anent the question of the tarifis, and for a 
time the workers had been masters of the town. This 
revolt had been quelled by reinforcements sent from 
Paris. Since the last trouble, however, the Republicans 
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had been at work among the labourers and had turned 
the discontent of the Lyonnais into political channels, 
with the result that when, on April 9, 1834, the Govern- 
ment opened proceedings against several leaders who 
had been instigating a general strike, their fellows seized 
the opportunity to start a second revolt. Under their 
direction, the workmen gained possession of the garrison 
and forced the Government troops to evacuate the city. 
The example of Lyons was followed by the Radicals at 
Viènne, Perpignan, St. Étienne, Clermont, and Mar- 
seilles. By gai 13, the situation was alarming, for the 
movement had spread to Paris and the Faubourgs Saint- 
Antoine and Saint Jacques became affected. 

On April #1, the condition in the capital had led the 
Chambers to pass a Bill forbidding the formation of 
all associations except for commercial purposes without 
the authorization of the Government. But by April 13 
law alone was not sufficient; force was necessary, and 
force was decided upon. At about eleven in the evening 
of that day, Thiers, after a conference with Guisquet, 
the Prefect of Police, hastened to the Hôtel de Ville, 
where Bugeaud had been placed in command. À visit 





In this event 
Together they set about to organize, with the aid of 
troops, a barricade that should shut off the disaffected 
Faubourgs from the rest of Paris. It was an undertaling 
fraught with peril. At the time, Thiers was wearing 
the costume of a minister, and this made him an easy 
target for the rioters who fired upon him. They missed 
their mark, but struck his secretary, who fell at the side 
of the excited young minister Ît was not until the 
following day that quiet was restored in Paris, and during 
the crisis, Thiers directed the operations himself, Bugeaud 
having been sent to Lyons, where his policy of the sword 
and no quarter was soon successful.# 

His courage and quick action won Thiers the warm 

185 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


support of Conservatives in both Chambers, and on 
April 15, at his request, they resolyed themselves into a 
court of justice for the trial of the offenders. Once 
again the bourgeoisie had triumphed, and the Republicans, 
like the Lepitimists in 1832, were crushed ans silenced 
for some time to come. Ïn part, the swift victory that 
the Government established over the rioters of April 
may be attributed to Thiers and Bugeaud, who under- 
stood each other so well; but there was another reason 
for the success of the Government, and it is to be found 
in the increased material prosperity of France at that 
time. Humann, Baron Louis, Périer, d’Argout, and 
Thiers had not laboured in vain, and when, on the first 
of May, just fifteen days after the labour crisis, the King 
inaugurated an Exhibition of Industry at Paris, the country 
seemed in the eyes of many to be on the high-road to 
peace and prosperity. 

With the Republicans and the Legitimists silenced 
for a time, one might expect that the path of the July 
Monarchy would be a peaceful onc. This, however, 
was not to be the case. leretofore, Louis Philippe had 
enjoyed the support of a comfortable majority in the 
Chamber, and Fe and his Résistance ministers had been 
strengthened by a steadily favourable return at each 
election. But just at the moment when his Cabinet 
was about to vanquish completely its enemies of the two 
Extremes, serious divisions appeared in the Lower House. 

Ever since 1832, there had been rumours of the forma- 
tion of a new party. Vague mention had been made 
of a mysterious Third Party, but it was not until 1834 
that its existence was recognized. The leader of this 
group, in so far as it had a leader, was Dupin, who was 
piqued by what he regarded as the Monarchy’s failure 
to appreciate him and who early established an ascend- 
ancy over such Liberals as Sauzet, Passy, and converted 
Bonapartists. Of the latter, Étienne, the former bene- 
factor of Thiers, was one, and his paper,the Constitusionnel, 
became the organ of the Third Party. 

184 


Google 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 


As to doctrine, this insurgent group can hardly be 
said to have had any; one writer had remarked that the 
Third Party was rather a state of mind.# Upon the 
death of Périer they had tried to gain power. Failing in 
this, they had broken from the Résistance, but they 
not gone over to the Mouvement, of which Laffitte and 
Dupont de l'Eure were the leaders. On the contrary, 
they regretted the riots and intrigues of the Opposition ; 
but der also condoned the Firm of repression 
that had been inaugurated by Périer and was being con- 
tinued by Thiers. They proposed a via media, not s0 
much from conviction as from personal dissatisfaction. 
Like Dupin their leader, they were behaving like spoiled 
children%s But they sought to cloak their feelings 
by protestations of unselfishness and promptings that 
they declared came from their own consciences. Virtue 
was the ideal that they claimed to follow, but their actions 
did not bear out this touching assertion of disinterested- 
nes. They imew perfectly well that the King wanted 
me the master, and Mrs Mis he ur the existing 

is tting out of hand, then their opportunit 
PR RALS À first they seemed to have rdled ne, 
what upon the personal ambitions of Thiers and to have 
expected in the event of another ministerial crisis that he 
would turn to them in an effort to keep himself in power. 
They scoffed at his protests that he wished to retire to 
the quiet of scholarhy pursuits, and they smiled at his 
reference to himself before the Academy as one tem- 
porarily separated from the service of Letters. Probably 
Étienne knew his former pupil too well to take this 
remark very seriously. For the moment, their plan 
seems to have been to embarrass the Cabinet and to 
accomplish che conquest of Thiers and of the Ministerial 
power. Ît was easy to make 2 beginning, for the two 
ablest members of the Government were the most 
unpopular, Broglie, Minister of Foreign Afairs, and 

Thiers, who after 1834 stood in need of supporters. 
Broglie bore the consequences of a policy for which 
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he was not entirely responsible. France could not inter- 
vene in European affairs, and because Broglie did not 
force her to do s0, he was regarded as spineless. Left 
and Right attacked him for refusing to aid the Greeks 
when Mehemet-ali, Pasha of Egypt, turned against their 
oppressor, the Sultan. The fact that Mehemet had 
deserted the Ottoman ruler because of his own personal 
desires to carve out a kingdom for himself, and not from 
any sincere interest in the Greeks themselves, appears to 
have eicaped the notice of the Opposition. Without 
considering the condition of France or the real purpose 
of the Pasha, the Opposition harped on the consequences 
of French abstention that had allowed Russia to entrench 
herself again on the Black Sea by coming to the side of 
the Sultan in his quarrel with Mehemet. Here was 
fodder for the guns of Dupin, and when Broglie allowed 
England to take the lead in the Iberian Peninsula and 
appeared to cape his support of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Liberal sovercigns, the attack on the forcign 
policy ofthe Cabinet wasinaugurated. What had become 
of French prestige in European affairs? "This was the 
slogan of the Third Party. 

ÎÏt was one thing to trap Broglie but quite another 
10 corner the agile Thiers. At this time he literally 
lived, moved, and had his being in the recriminations 
that werc being levelled at him. One might add that 
he also seemed to flourish as the green bay tree. Charges 
political and personal few about Paris. Society dis- 
approved of his entourage, especially since his marriage 
to a wealthy bourgeoisie whose father became Receveur- 
Général at Lille. The Vicomte de Launay ridiculed 
in the Lettres Parisiennes his intimates, and politicians 
questioned his handling of public funds.** To the former 
he was impervious, but the latter accusation worried 
him in spite of the assurances of his friends and his King.s® 
To answer these charges he submitted to Louis Philippe 
a detailed report, towhich that monarch replied by sending 
him a personal letter that asserted the royal confidence in 
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him and commended his loyalty.** But the accounting 
that Thiers rendered contained a list of expenditures 
from the fomds sert. This prevented publication, 
with the result that he continued to be an object of 
suspicion to many in the political world for some time | 
to come. However, he weathered the storm, and it was 
Broglie, not Thiers, who was the first victim of Dupin’s 
new Party. When, in 1834, that Minister of Foreign 
Affairs nepotiated a treaty with the United States pro- 
viding for the payment of damages to that country for 
losses attendant upon the wars of Napoleon I, the Oppo- 
sition joined with the Third Party to accomplish his 
retirement.* This first effect of the formation of a Third 
Party occurred just after the return of Thiers to the 
Interior when he was concerned with the labour troubles 
at Lyons. 


Once again the King took the helm and prevented 
his new opponents from profiting by Broglic's absence 
to inaugurate action in favour of the Liberals in Spain. 
His answer to their protests that England had a monopoly 
in Spain would have been to urge an alliance with Austria, 
but he dared not utter such 2 wish, for Austria was too 
unpopular in France. Consequently, he avoided this 
pitfall by concealing the promptings of his heart. Before 
long, however, another matter forced him to call a new 
Mit and give it a head. Louis Philippe seemed 
doomed never to be his own minister; at this time it 
was a matter of colonial policy that made him retire 
from the important position that he had assumed. 

The July Monarchy had inherited the conquest of 
Algiers from Charles X, but, due to the difficulties that 
Louis Philippe had encountered in France during the 
pe 1830, the beginning made in Algiers by the old 

[onarchy had not been followed up by the new. In 
fact, the development that had taken place in North 
Africa since the July Days had been due to individual 
initiative and enterprise. It was not until 1833 that 
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political France evinced very much interest in the matter, 
when the Peers adopted a statement setting forth the 
necessity of continuing the conquest. This, however, 
was not the sentiment among the Deputies, among whom 
the Third Party was advocating the use of French 
armies to aid the Liberal movement in Europe, In 
fact, few of the Deputies were inclined to favour any 
very pretentious policy in Algiers. Only those men 
who represented the vested interests were concerned, 
and even they were opposd to the recent methods that 
the Government had instituted. They called for the 
abolition of a military enterprise in that region and the 
substitution of a policy of real colonial development 
along more peaceable lines. Sympathetic with the latter 
view were two members of the Cabinet, Guizot and Thiers, 
both of whom soon found themielves at odds with the 
President of the Council, Soult, who was a soldier and 
wko favoured the maintenance of 2 military régime in 
that colony. This division in the Cabinet, together 
with the machinations of the Third Party over the 
extravagant character of Soult’s budget, led 10 a dissolu- 
tion of the Ministry.#t 

In bringing about this latest crisis Thiers had played 
an important part. While he had not sold out to Dupin’s 
cohorts, he had sought to save himself by publicly 
announcing that he was not in sympathy with Soult's 
plan for Âlgiers, and he merited the comment of the 
Duchesse de Dino: “Il n’y a jamais eu un dissolvant 
pareil à Thiers.” 4 

When Soult retired, the King thought of Talleyrand, 
‘but Thiers told Louis that Madame de Dino did not wish 
it.43  Determined not to lose his point about the main- 
tenance of a military administration in the African colony, 
the King had to seek in many quarters before he found 
a man willing to observe his wishes.  Finally, the choice 
fell on another man of war, Marshal Gerard. 

Gerard was popular and should have been successful, 
but the very reason for his popularity became the cause 
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for an early break with the King. He was imown as a 
Liberal, ac when, in 1834, he announced that he favoured 
a Bill granting an amnesty to the Republicans, Thiers 
and Guizot, who saw in this a danger to the previous 
polir of Résisiance, compelled the King to oppose him. 
n November, therefore, the Monarchy was faced with 
the necessity of constituting a new Council. 

The return of Broglie was urged by Guizot, while 
Thiers, who had thus far sided with his fature rival, 
now broke from him and selected Count Molé as his 
candidate for the Presidency. The tendency of Broglie 
to abstain from intervention in Spain and to allow himself 
to be tricked by Palmerston was too much for the little 
statesman. In reality, his own fingers were eager to 
grasp the power, but he dared not let it be known.t# 
And it is unlikely that the King would have relished 
such a demineering Minister of Foreign Affairs.45 

Between the two rivals and their candidates stood 
Louis Philippe. It was à difficult problem. He offered 
a portfolio to Thiers several times, but the latter per- 
sistently refused to enter a new Council without his 
former collcagues. Finally, in desperation, the King 
determined to try to do without Guizot and Thiers.f® 
He made an abrupt move towards the Third Party, and 
for three days, his personal appointees exercised their 
functions, but, being unable to command a majority, 
they retired and the anxious King was forced to return 
to the Résistance. Again Thiers was summoned, and 
Louis Philippe asked him to join with Mortier, Guizot, 
de Rigny, Humann, and Duchâtel. After considerable 
hesitation he consented to do so, but he resumed his 
functions with a heart full of bitterness and with no 
great liking for his task, for he disapproved cntrely of 
the royal policy in regard to Algiers and in regard to 
Spain. Subsequent events will show that this disapproval 
was sincere and was not simply an excuse for him 10 hack 
his way to power. 

For a brief time the country was safe again in the hands 
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of the bourgeoisie, but the peace was not of long duration, 
for the Chamber, urgedon by the Third Party, was resolved 
to discredit Mortier’s combination, and ie King soon 
discovered that, due to the attitude of Thiers, his Council 
was intractable. When Thiers behaved like a petulant 
prima donna, poor Louis Philippe tried to bring him to 
reason and to his will by firting again with the Third 
Party. Between their King and their colleague, Mortier’s 
companions had a wretched time of it, and when, in 
March, 1836, they were faced with the loss of their 
majority in the Chamber, they were 2 to retire. 

e experience of the past few months had taught 
the King one lesson; that it was unwise and dangerous 
to trust any others than the Résistance School. This 
recent venture among the more liberal had almost 
resulted in the acquittal of the Republican conspirators 
- of 1835, and the King had no desire to give the Radicals 

any encouragement. Accordingly, on March 12, 1835, 
he returned to the pupils of Périer; Broglie succeeded 
Mortier with the distinct understanding that all of the 

olicies of the Résistance should be resumed. But this 

id not satisfy Thiers, who mistrusted the Dukes 
foreign policy and became increasingly alarmed in regard 
to the isolation of France in Europe. Disgruntled and 
unhappy, he returned to his post at the Interior, but he 
came back at odds with Guizot and Broglie. It was 
only to serve the King and to assure himself of the final 
condemnation of the Republican rioters of 1834 that he 
resumed his task. 

By these transactions during the crisis Thiers had not 
gained an enviable reputation. His break with Guizot 
and his hopping from one Ministry to another had 
detracted from the confidence with which many had 
regarded him. ‘To many, his actions seemed inconsistent 
and selfish. His associates were of all sorts and kinds, 
of all colours and shades of political opinion. Even 
his old protector, Talleyrand, remarked after an evening 
spent at the Place Saint Georges: “ Nous venons de 
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faire un dîner du Directoire.” 4 Many of his friends 
were sycophants and were not his equal in intelligence 
and in ability. He was called un petit roi des commer- 
çants. But although at odds with many of his asso- 
ciates, he was still strong in the affections of the royal 
family. He had established a firm friendship with the 
young Princes, and if Louis Fhiippe did not trust him, 
he realized at lcast his value and his danger. For the 
sake of the family of the King, Thiers remained in the 
Cabinet of March 12. He still trusted the House of 
Orléans and regarded it as the symbol of his beloved 
“representative monarchy,” but in Broglie, the newly 
appointed President, he had not the slightest confidence, 

At the outset, however, the latter pursued a course 
satisfactory to Thiers and true to his promises. The 
Republicans were prosecuted with vigour, and on May € 
onc hundred and twenty of their number were indicted 
before the Chamber of Peers. Great was the anger of 
the Radicals and the Third Party, but their protest 
availed nothing. The Ministry was serious in its relent- 
less pursuit of disorder. As a matter of fact; there was 
indeed good reason for its determined attitude. In 
the spring of 1835 Radicalism was desperate. It appeared 
to be at the last gasp, but was none the less dangerous. 
As the year wore on the task of the Minister of the 
Interior became more absorbing, for he was determined 
to extinguish the flame of Revolution once and for all 
time. He would culminate the policy of Périer. The 
more absorbed he became, the more anxious and ill he 
appeared. He spent hours at his desk, and had more 
than the usual number of secret conferences.# Once, 
when in pursuit of a Duchess, he had delighted in his 
task, but now he was serious and harassed. Gradually 
it became known that the concern of the minister was 
not the pure of another demonstration, but of an 
organized attempt to be made on the life of the King. 

n commemoration of the July Revolution, a review 


of the National Guard had been planned for July 28. 
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When the morning of the event dawned, Thiers, very 
worn and agitated, interviewed the sons of the King. 
Joinville, the youngest, gives a graphic account of 
their conversation. “*My dear Princes’ Thiers said, 
looking at us over his glasses, it is almost certain that an 
attempt will be made on the life of your father the King 
to-day. We have information from several quarters. 
It is (said to be) a question of an infernal machine near 
the Æmbigu. It is all very vague, but it appears to have 
some basis. I have visited this morning the houses 
in the neighbourhood. Nothing! Shall we tell the 
King? Shall we cancel the review?” The Princes, 
Joinville relates, were convinced that their father would 
not consent to the latter plan. To this Thiers replied : 
“Watch over your father’ # The brothers then 
mounted their horses to join their royal parent. 

It all happened as Thiers had predicted. Fieschis 
machine exploded, but all of the bombs did not explode ; 
the King escaped unhurt# Hardly 2 second later, 
Thiers ap el bide the Princes, his trousers covered 
with blood. He said: “ Ce pauvre maréchal!” Qui 
ça?” Joinville asked. “ Mortier, il est tombé sur moi 
avec un cri ‘ Ah, mon Dieu !?” 

The attempt on the life of the King filled France with 
horror, and the Conservative Ministry of Broglie found 
itself strengthened in the Chamber, Now it was Périer 
with a vengeance; all opposition must be crushed. Ir 
was even believed for a time that the Duchesse de Berry 
was implicated in the plot#! Sentiment tan high 
against the Republicans. Aided by the general confusion, 
Broglie, supported ardently by Thiers, who appeared 
to have lost his head, put through the Sepcember Laws 
This was the most reactionary legislation that France 
had known since the eve of the July Revolution. Special 
courts were allowed to try summarily all those who 
attacked the security of the State. The accused might 
be judged even when absent. À majority votein a jury 
was suficient for a condemnation. The liberty of the 


192 





Google 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 


Press was curbed by heavy fines for seditious articles. 
In putting through this legislation Thiers was merciless ; 
he was at fever heat and ill#® He decried Royer- 
Collard; he openly condemned Republicans; he in- 
veighcd against Legitimists and all other sectaries of the 
Cppoatone Finally, worn and exhausted, he demanded 
a leave.st 


His political novitiate had had a tragic climax, but it 
was almost over. He had broken with Doctrine; he 
disliked Broglie. He was beginning to disagree with 
Guizot, whose principles were fundamentally the same as 
his, but who disagreed 28 to the time when they should 
be put into operation. In serving his King he had lost 
friends and made enemies; and, in 1835, he wanted 
his reward. As a matter of fact, it was not far off. In 
October, old Talleyrand wrote him from London: 
“This much 1 hæe obtained for you; many people 
think it too much. To me it seems all that you need. 
Profit by it quickly.” 55 

Talleyrand had talked in England, and at last that 
uncertain ally of France would no longer oppose his 
policies and the gratification of his desires. Soon Thiers 
would replace Broglie as President of the Council. 
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CHAPTER X 
THIERS AND HIS RELATIONS 


“I ant sprung from the bourgeoisie . . . Lam a child 
of the Revolution.” These words, Thiers when an old 
man, pronounced to his friendly and indefatigable inter- 
viewer, Nassau William Senior. No doubt when he 
uttered them he did s0 with 2 sense of pride, but at the 
same time he must have experienced a feeling of dis- 
comfort and of malaise. For he who became the intimate 
of Leopold of Belgium, of Talleyrand, and, later, even of 
. most incorrigible of aristocrats, Metternich, was 

likely more of a child of the Revolution than he 
wi ed to be. Thiers and his relations are a perfect 
mirror of the topsy-turvy condition of French society 
in the second decade of the nineteenth century. 

À bourgeois he was, and a bourgeois en pe 
suflered and not profited by the Ro Revolution, fe qu 
born into material poverty. But this was not all; Thiers 
as well was born into à moral poverty. He lacked the 
guidance of à father’s hand. In fact, he may be said to 
have had all the disadvantages of sonship and none of its 
real advantages. Certainly, he Imew none of its joys. 
Pierre Louis Marie Thiers, his father, evidently felt that 
he had satisfied all the requirements of paternity when 
he married the mother of his son exactly one month after 
the latter's birth. Life to Pierre Louis seems to have 
been a game, and his wanderlust appears to have increased 
when he found himself faced with the responsibilities 
that might devolve upon him now that Louis Adolphe 
had been added to a long list of natural and semi-recog- 
nized progeny. But this one son at least he had the 
grace to endow with legitimacy before he went his way 
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to wander over Southern Europe in quest of adventure 
and further amorous diversions. It is not difficult to 
imagine what he did with himself. Very probably his 
life was much as it had been. Before the Revolution he 
had sought adventure in the Antilles. Upon its outbreak 
he fished in the troubled waters, seeking here and there a 
fortune, finding it and 28 quiclly losing it again. He was 
in Spain, Italy, and Switzerland, in company with another 
like himself, a man from Toulouse who called himself 
the “ Chevalier de Foinville”’ Pierre Louis and his 
“ chevalier ” dealt in food stuffs for the armies and spent 
the rest of their time in travel, associating with all the low 
castes ofthe Levant, and, once in a while, venturing north, 
where usually there was an affair with a dancer or a singer 
This was probabl the sort of life led by Thiers father 
after his son’s birth. We hear little of him until Adolphe 
Thiers reaches a point in French public life where he 
might bc of use to his extravagant parent. 

t was in 1825 that the mysterious father seems to have 
crossed his son’s path for the first time. The son, already 
prominent among the Liberal bourgeoisie and enjoying a 
certain fame 48 a journalist and writer, is made the object 
of a request for money. The episode is soon closed, but 
it is amusing. The young Thiers, already imown as à 
gallant and à bon vivant himself, assumes towards his 
part the tone of a grandfather and writes him 2 long 
letter reproving him for his excesses. How deplorable 
it is that a son of twenty-eight must expostulate with a 
father of sixty! How dares that father write of priva- 
tions that he had endured when he deserted his 
wife! But the son will be merciful. Let us hear 
speak himself: “When Monsieur Thiers (elder) has 
proven that he can do nothing for himself, that it is to 
maintain his life that he begs, and not to ive himself 
over to further excesses, then his true sons will agree as to 
what they should do. Monsieur Adolphe Thiers will 
do 80 not from sentiment, for he recognizes only the 
love and duty that he bears to his mother.” 3 
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AU this in the third person singular. Cold formality, 
and cold formality seems to have kept the profigate 
father silent for seven years. But after the Jur Revolu- 
tion the opportunity was too tempting. jers junior 
had become a minister and a bright and promising future 
appeared to be in store for him. Like a pack of hounds 
Pierre Louis and other relatives pursued their prey. At 
Marseilles a paper entitled Le Peuple Souverain opened a 
subscription for the avowed purpose of rescuing the 
relatives of Monsieur Thiers from “ famine and prosti- 
tution,”” while the father rushed to Paris to make new 
demands in persont ‘The visit to the capital was 
successful. Pierre Louis sold his silence and his consent 
to his son’s marriage in return for 40,000 francs and the 
assurance of a pension of 600 francs for his natural 
daughter, Madame Brunet. For two rs trouble 
between father and son continued, until finally, in despera- 
tion, the future President of the Council placed his father 
under the personal surveillance of Monsieur Floret, 
subprefect of Carpentras, wich the distinct understanding 
that Pierre Louis must remain discreet and out of the 

ublic eyet To this the father reluctantly agrecd. 

le observed his promise until one morning when he read 
in the paper the announcement of his own death, inserted, 
it is unkindly rumoured, by someone at the instigation 
of his son. Onlyin 1843 was this burden removed, when 
Pierre Louis at last expired at the home of his daughter, 
Madame Brunet, whom Adolphe Thiers had presented 
with a tobacco shop. £ 

Mention has been made of Pierre Louis Thiers’ other 
natural children, Of these, only four sem to have 
concerned Adolphe Thiers. Madame Brunet seems to 
have been satisfied with her modest Boutique, and 
Madame Rippert appears to have been quieted with a 

ension.f ere remained two brothers, Louis and 
rmain. Both of these were the cause of considerable 
embarrassment to the statesman during the period of his 
political education. Of the two, Louis was the more 
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serious problem. Placed by Thiers in the supply service 
at Colmar, Louis was charged with theft. He was 
finally rescued and sent to Chandernoga by Thiers.® 
Germain, on the other hand, though notso bad a character, 
was still an encumbrance, Previous to 1832 he was con- 
cerned in a tobacco industry at Montargis. In 1832, 
when the Périer Ministry came in and Thiers became 
Minister of the Interior, Germain came to Paris and 
scandalized his brother by opening a shop in Paris that 
bore the sign: “Thiers, peintre en bâtiment, et frère 
de Monsieur le Ministre de l'Intérieur”? In 1835 
Germain was sent to Calcutta. Nothing is known of the 
later relations of Thiers with his father’s children. 

When we turn to Madame Thiers, the mother, the 
problem is more difficult, for here, as in the other in- 
stances, there is an air of mystery. With Madame 
Thiers, however, there is also a hint of tragedy. Marie 
Madeleine Amic was of respectable bourgeois stock, but 
poor. Disappointed in her hopes for à per married 
existence, deserted by the man whom she loved, she and 
her parents devoted themselves to the education of Louis 
Adolphe, her son. In spite of their poverty they procured 
for him the best schooling available, and in his early days, 
Thiers seems to have been devoted to his mother and to 
his maternal grandmother.®  “* Mes deux mères,” he calls 
them in a letter to Rouchon, his friend at Aix.® Madame 
Thiers lived at Aix with her son while he was studying 
at the law school. Then came the separation, a separa- 
tion that he seems to have regretted very genuinely.}° 
After the death of his grandmother in 1824, Madame 
Thiers visited him in Paris, but the visit scems to have 
been spoiled by her son's apparent reluctance to have 
her with him and by the police inspections and question- 
ings to which the Government of the restored Bourbons 
subjected herAi For the Bourbons had already begun to 
suspect Thiers. In 1833, the relations between mother 
and son appear to have become strained. At this time 
Thiers wrote a curious letter to Rouchon à propes of his 
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coming marriage. He besought Rouchon to ask his 
mother for the formal consent demanded by the law. 
He scemed to foresec difficulties* Evidently Madame 
Thiers consented, for the marriage was celebrated, but 
we find the surprising statement that when, in 1836, 
Madame Thiers, the mother, came to Paris to live, she 
received a small pension from her son, and stayed in a 
house near the magnificent hotel of the Place St. Georges, 
the doors of which were always closed to herA®  Finally, 
she moved to the Batignolles, and her son, s0 engrossed 
in affairs and so completely taken up by his new relations, 
saw her but Little, In fact, one must suspect that Thiers 
substituted another interest for that which he should have 
had in his own family. After 1833 Thiers real family 
became his wifes parents, Monsieur and Madame 
sne. 

Among the group of wealthy bourgeois prominent in 
Paris in the early ’wenties was Alexis Dosne. Monsieur 
Dosne was a banker and industrial of Lille, who married 
in 1811 a Parisian named Euridice Matheron. Mademoi: 
selle Matheron was the daughter of a cloth merchant: 
She had spent her childhood in the Faubourg Montmartre, 
but she dreamed of the Faubourg St. Germain, and there 
her marriage to Alexis Dosne, a very prosaic man of 
affairs, finally placed her. Madame Dosne soon set up a 
salon. Her habitués were mostly those who belonged to 
the “ Juste Milieu ” or to Orleanism. She was brillant, 
ambitious, and domineering, and it was not long before 
her hotel at the Place St. Georges became à rendezvous 
for the rising generation of journalists, writers, and men of 
affairs. About the year 1822, young Thiers, who, since his 
afrival at Paris had renounced his revolutionary enthusi- 

* %âäsms and had donned the colours of Talleyrand’s school, 

ff was presented at the housel5 It was Madame Dosne 

who took possession of Thiers, and when she saw in him 

certain possibilities, she was not mistaken. She was an 

able manager. Balzac calls her “une espèce de Père 

Joseph en jupons.” 1 Thiers and the able hostess of the 
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Place St. Georges were of the sort to be congenial. He 
with his past of the rue des Petits Pères, Marseilles, and 
ke with her memories of the Faubourg Montmartre and 
a clothing shop; both with the Faubourg St. Germain 
before their eyes! It was not long before the two became 
firm friends. In fact, a great intimacy developed between 
them, an intimacy to which certain scandalous sheets 
made uncomplimentaty allusions. Between the years 
1822 and 1833 the friendship grew apace, and in 1833, 
Madame Dosne prepared to add to her rôle of a con- 
fidante that of a mother-in-law. The young Thiers was 
betrothed to Élise Dosne, 

Thiers as a lover is disappointing. There is not much 
romance; there is too much reason. He writes to his 
friend, Rouchon, asking him to break the news to his 
mother, who was then residing at Aix : 


“I write you at a very important time of my 
life. Lam to marry a young person, lovely, amiable, 
raised Jor me with infinite carr. She is not even too 
pur a man of thirty-five years who has a healthy 

ody but a mind worn and fatigued by the immense 
cares of government. 1 shall not be able to give her all 
that a young girl expects, but she is devoted tome; she 
has been brought up by her mother who hat taught 
her that it is her duty to live for me alone. She is 
attached to me; she has placed all her pride in me. 
I think that I can make her happy. What is not less 
precious to me is her family, in whom I find repose, 
confidence, consolation, and all that Î need more 
than anyone and more than ever. Her fortune will 
be very great somc day, especially for me, who have 
nothing, and I am proud (of that), for I have made 
nothing (out of my position). 17 


The writer then gives instructions as to how to obtain 
his mothers consent. There must be haste, haste! 
For what? For a happy married life or for ease? 
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Certain writers have unkindly remarked at this point 
that Thiers was in debt. Certainly, he had many demands 
on his purse ;1* there was his mother's maintenance, and 
the keep of his father and sisters. 

At any rate, the marriage was celebrated on November 
5; 1833, with great pomp. The marriage contract was 
signed by five pages of distinguished witnesses, including 
such men 48 the President of the Council, the Duc de 
Dalmatie, Guizot, Broglie, d'Argout, Gérard, Sébastiani 
and the faithful Migneti® Not content with this 
showing, 2 mandamus was issued allowing the record to 
be transported to the Tuileries for the signatures of 
Louis Philippe and of Marie Amélie, the Queen. 
Faubourg Montmartre had arrived at the portals of the 
Faubourg St. Germain. A brilliant future was assured 

adame Dosne. And the repose of Thiers, t00, was 
secure, for the Deputy of Aix brought his wife in furniture 
and effects 10,000 francs, and a house valued at 60,000 
francs but mortgaged for one hundred thousand, plus a 
house at Aix, while Élise Dosne brought 2 trousseau and 
furniture at 10,000 francs and 300,000 francs dowry.# 
In this way, Thiers found a new interior in which he was 
happy in spite of the scorn of his more aristocratic 
friends. Talleyrand’s niece, the Duchesse de Dino, 
complained : “ Since his mariage, Thicrs lives in a sort 
of solidarity with the smallest people in the world, ill- 
famed, pretentious, parvenu par le coup et non pas 
arrivés!” #1 

In his wife Thiers found all the satisfaction that he 
sought. She was lovely, and her beauty was frequently 
commented upon. In later days, she graced his salon 
well and formed ably and gently her social duties. 
But she seems to have been overwhelmed by her inde- 
fatigable and restless husband. Unlike her mother, she 
never sought to interfere in politics.%* In fact, politics 
do not sem to have interested her. This may be 
accounted for either by her extreme youth, for at her 
marriage she was only sixteen, or by a rather indifferent 
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health that frequently caused Thiers and Madame Dosne 
much alarm, 

In marrying Mademoiselle Dosne, however, Thiers 
allied himself to an important influence in his life that 
should not be overlooked, though care should be taken 
not to exaggcrate it. To a certain ertent, Madame 
D'osne was worthy of the title that Balzac gave her. She 
watched over Thiers, she protected him, she advised 
him. Her letters are replete with warnings and 
suggestions. She read the French and English newspapers 
assiduously, and she seems to have been possessed of a 
remarkable political sagacity.%1 She gloried in the fame 
of her son-in-law and daughter. “I read yesterday an 
article describing your reception in Berlin. The article 
gave me great pleasure, first because it gave me news of 
you, and then because I saw that people appreciate you 
both. My amour-propre was fattered to read that 
“Monsieur Thiers and his lovely wife arrived at twelve 
o’clock in Berlin.’ * 15 

The Salon Thiers-Dosne became a great political 
centre and served its purpose in shaping the fortunes of 
the young statesman who stood, in 1835, on the threshold 
of es ft political experiment. During the years 
following immediately upon his marriage the hotel of 
the Place St. Georges, “a coquette démeure,” as the 
goxipy Viscomte de Launay calls it,'e was the particular 
centre of the “ Juste Milieu,” and for another type of 
nobility s0 characteristic of Parisian society of the year 
1834, that Heine calls the “chevaliers de l'industrie.” 2? 
Here the cohorts of true Orléanism met. Madame de 
Flahaut and Madame de Lieven were the only serious 
rivals to the Place St. Georges, but there was a distinct 
difference between their salons and that of the Thiers- 
Dosne ménage. Madame de Flahaut was merely a rallying- 
point ; the charming Princess de Lieven ruled, yet did not 
govern, but Thiers and, at times, Madame Dosne through 
him exercised a very real power.t# In fact, contrary to 
the usual custom, the hotel at the Place St. Georges 

203 





Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


appears to have been the scene of almost continuous 
receptions. Thiers and his family received nearly ev 
evening, and never went out except when they had a Loge 
atthe Théâtre des Italiens. At these receptions Madame 
Dosne usually presided. Even so hostile a critic as the 
Duchesse de Dino comments upon her striking ppeare 
ance and her masterly air.4® With her received Madame 
Thiers and Mademoiselle Félicie Dosne. In these days, 
we are told, Mademe Thiers appeared to carry the weight 
of the whole company on her shoulders, but this was 
robably due to the fact that she was still so young. 
er father, the pros Monsieur Dosne, made his 
appearance very infrequently. During the early part of 
evening even the young statesman himself was not 
visible, at least not visible to the uninquiring eye. But 
if one sought him, he might be found aslecp in a fauteuil 
in an obscure part of the salon, For Thiers had formed 
in his youth a habit that he continucd to observe in his 
later years, the practice of a siesta after dinner. There in 
a retired corner the distinguished young hero rested while 
his guests passed softly by his peaceful form and respected 
his slamber. In a little while, suddenly awakening, he 
would jump up, stretch himself, and approach the different 
gr ue salute the ladies and, as ifthe rest had rejuvenated 
his thoughts, become the most brilliant conversationalist 
in the world.31 He was always courteous and obsequious, 
and always accompanied the fadies to their carriages when 
t D) their departures. He was known as a charming 
and agrecable host, and he never distinguished between 
the really worthy and the ignominious and plutocratic 
bourgeois who thronged his salon. 

Thiers in his salon was always a success, but Thiers in 
the rôle of à young man of society, outside the Place 
St. Georges, was not always so successful. He had con- 
tinued to acquaint himself with the usual accomplish- 
ments and diversions of the young Parisian of his day. He 
did not relinquish his avowed or assumed fondness for 
horses after his first entry into public life. It pleased 
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him to demonstrate his equestrian ability at the prome- 
nades to which the King invited him. These wually 
took place at Compiègne, at St. Cloud, or at Fontaine- 
bleau. He disliked to ride in the open landaus with the 
older and more important guests. He preferred to ride 
on his horse beside them in the company of the young 
Princes, Mountcd on 4 horse called “ Vendôme ” that 
he, with his meridional accent, persisted in calling 
“ Vanndomme,” he loved to ride ad of the cortège 
at triple galop, vie with the Prince de Joinville, his 
particular favourite, and display his prowess. If, by 
chance, he passed a peasant gi who smiled upat thelittle 
minister as he galloped by, he would rein in abruptly, 
drop a handful of money into her hand, and off he would 
go at a terrific pace, jumping fallen trees and ditches and 
playing the gallant with all his heart and soul.®? 

ometimes, however, he was not so successful] in his 
performance. ‘The younger son of King Louis, Joinville, 
who seems to have had a real affection for the King 
Minister, recalls an incident that occurred on the 
occasion of the restoration of Napoleon's statue to the 
column on the Place Vendôme. To this ceremony 
Thiers had looked forward wich eagerness. It was the 
time of his great interest in Napoleon, and the incident 
is not unrelated to the final recognition of Napoleon 
when his ashes were returned to France in 1842. jers 
was at this time an unconscious advance agent of Bona- 
partism. 


“The troops, the National Guard were under arms ; 
the military band with drumsand a magnificent drum 
major at their head were massed at the foot of the 
column. We approached, 1 grand cortège, via the 
ic. In front of us was the column sur- 
mounted by the statue that was covered with a veil 
destined to fall at a given signal. Upon our arrival 
at the scene, Monsieur Thiers, e# grand uniforme, 
wearing a hat with waving plumes and mounted on 
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‘Vacndomme spurred his horse, left the cortège 
end gabp'and paned before my father, er ing 
sh yin # high falsetto, ‘ I bear the King's orde: 
He accompanied these words with a wave of the ras 
that unkind tongues declared he had copied from the 
e of General Rapp in Gérard” painting, ‘ The 
Brte of Austerlitz,” at the Louvre. At this 
gesture of his, the drums began to beat, the band 
struck up, and the veil fell from the statuc. But 
Monsieur Thiers was no longer master of ‘ Vann- 
domme) who, wild with enthusiasm, charged 
head down, upset the drums and the magnificent 
drum-major, and (tore off) with the little minister 
hanging on to him like a monkey at the Hippo- 
drome.” #: 


Sometimes, Thiers” love for the theatrical nearly 
occasioned his downfall. This was true in society, but 
never in the Tribune, whose principal occupant he s0 
soon became. 

NOTES ‘TO CHAPTER X 
1 F. Benoit: Correspondanr, 1922, p. EE Zervont : Thiers Pi 9: 


Halevy: Courrier de M. Thiers, p.11. + Conversation, Second 
Empire, LL 137-38. 
2 Thiers, aris, 182$, n.d,, to P. L. M. Thiers: Correspondant, 1922, 





Benoit: Correspondant, 1922, 
4 Tien, Par, co ha frchens July 14 10e. Corropondans, 1922, 


me sé Thien, Correrenda 6. 
'errespondant, 1922, pp. 815-165. 
Correspondant, 1922, p. 700. 


., p- 780. 
1 Thiers, Far, to M. Amie, June 4, 1854. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20601, No. 5. 
* Thiers, Paris, to Rouchon, April 21, 1424. Correspondant, 1922, 
PP, 80: ; 
Q Aix, to F. Benoit, September 17, 1821. Correspondant, 1922, 
Le 








Â°F. Benoit: Thiers, Correspondant, 1922, p. 791. Ministry of the 
Interior, F. 6934 Archires Nations: Minisuy of Justice, 
Afin Grninells, BB 18, 1138, Archives Nationale. Correrpoadence 

206 


Google 


THIERS AND HIS RELATIONS 
between Minister of Interior, Prefect of Bouches-du-Rhône, and Ministry 


of Justice. 
HT, Pas, to Rouchon, October 18, 1833, Conerpendant, 1922, 
S17. 

Pin E Benoit: Thiers, Corependent, 1922, p. TOI. 

9 Document re Dotas Fail, Non 3,6 7, 6, js Bibliothèque Thien, 

NF: Beolr: Ter, Gorermdens, 1923 P 7. 

18 Babe; Re Parisemn, Jay 25, and Auguit 25, 1840. 

17 Thien, Paris, to Rouchon, October 18, 1833. Crrréspomdant, 1922, 

818. 

PARA. Martin, Paris, to S. Benoit, March 16, 1833. Cerrerpondant, 
Lt 81617. 
Marriage contract—Thiers’ documents. Bibliothèque Thiers. 

# Ibid, 

2 Ducheue de Dino, Mémoirur, L. 120. 

22 F. Doane: Correspondances, pp. 8-22, Madame Dosne to Thien, 
Lille, Aura 14, 1f4i. Thiers te Madame Done, Belin, Angurt 
17, 1841. 

5 Jhid.: Madame Dose, ill, to Thiers, Augoit 15, 184r. 

M Ibid. p. 6: Madame Doane to Thiers, September 4, 1841. 

% Ibid, p, 30? Madame Dosne to Thien, Coblentz, August 21, 1841. 

29 icon de Leunay, L. 42 : December 15, 1836. 

#7 H, Hcine: Zuièce, p.130. 

#8 Pico de Leusay, 1, 41: December 15, 1836. 

5 Dushene de Dino à Mémoire 34. Décenber 13, 1853 

fé: 
31 Besumont-Vassy : Société jous Louis Philigge, p- 307. 
22 Prince de Joinville: Vieux Souvenirs, p. 68. 


+ 16id., pp. 6g-70. 


207 


Google 


CHAPTER XI 
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL (FEBRUARY—AUGUST, 1836) 


UnrieasanT as the experience must have been for 
Louis Philippe, the attempt of Fieschi was not an un- 
mitigated evil for that monarch. Human nature is 
surprising in its actions and positively astonishing in its 
reactions. Attempt to assassinate your sovercign, and 
the assassins themselves are likely to weep with delight 
when he emerges from the mêlée covered with dust and 
blood but safe and sound, The most hardened ineroyant 
will raise his hat and shed tears as the funeral cortège of 
a cardinal passes by him. In 1836 human nature had not 
changed, and that is why the King of France was more 

pular after the attempt on his life than before it. 

rance was shocked, and Louis Philippe and his ministers 
were clever enough to administer strong potions while 
their patient was still in a state of collapse. Alarmed by 
the thought of what might have happened, the Chamber 
was docile for opce and, at the instance of the Council, 
reactionary legilation was proposed and ased in record 
time and almost with unanimity. The Fieschi affair and 
the September laws that followed it scemed to establish 
definitely the régime of the parliamentary bourgeoisie, 
They had beheld their cherished system endangered and 
they forsook their liberal pose to rally to the Monarchy. 
But that is not to say that there was complete under- 
standing between Louis Philippe and his bourgeoisie ; 
chey might approve of his laws but they did not approve 
of his diplomacy. 

In the very beginning of the Orléans rule, French 
diplomacy had not been brillant and forceful, but it 
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had been wise and timely. Discretion had been necessary 
in 1830. But that, said the bourgeois, was five years 
and four months ago. Now, in December, 1835, matters 
were different. France was pacified, prosperity had come, 
and many Frenchmen were no longer satisfied with a 
policy ré discretion that does not always contribute to 
national dignity. In short, with the revival of the 
country came a great wave of sentiment for the re-estab- 
lishment of French predominance in European aflairs. 
The nation wasrestless. From time totime,a King must 
don his armour and ride his horse, and if the King does 
not do so, he may find another astride his charger. 
Already in 1835, some people were harking back to the 
“ glorious days ” of the Empire, the Napoleonic legend 
was becoming Peru: to counteract it, the Crowned 
Pear (as the King was called) must become a Little 
Corporal. 

Louis Philippe was not ignorant of this sentiment, and 
he realized the necessity for satisfying che desires that it 
represented. So, too, did his counsellors and friends. 
But King and counsellors differed in their opinions as 
to what methods should be adopted, and the counsellors, 
alas! were not even in agreement among themselves on 
this matter. The King himself wished to avoid all possi- 
bility of foreign complications. He feared old Metter- 
nich, and betrayed a ridiculously pathetic desire to win 
the good graces of that Prince by serving Austrian interests 
in the Near East, and by refusing to be pushed too far 
in the reluctant support that he had given to Palmer- 
ston’s familiar policy of encouraging Revolutions wher- 
ever they appeared. In this latter practice he was not 
unwise, crever an uprising occurred, there was 
England, patroness of Liberty, and there, too, British 
influence and commercial interests were established. 
Louis Philippe had not come to the throne of Franceto, 
aid in the building of the British Empire ! Consequently, | 
hesought to avoid a more intimate alliance with England, 
and to palliate the ambitious demands of his people by 
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constructing museums of war and celebrating magnifi- 
cently the fêtes of victories won during the Revolution 
and the Empire. He offered them Mars on a leash and 
not Mars triumphant. This, however, was not the pro- 
cedure desired by the public, by the Third Party, by 
de Broglie, and by Thiers. These men were realists and 
they looked to a more material satisfaction. 

4, Since 1832 there had been no more loyal Contervative 
than Thiers, He had proved his adherence to the Périer 
system by his relentless pursuit of Legitimists and clubs ; 
he had been responsible in great part for the severe Sep- 
tember laws. far, he had pleased the King, but there 
was another side to the story. While he agreed with 
Louis Philippe in that he was not a warm partisan of an 
exclusive English alliance, he favoured the adoption of a 
more forceful foreign policy. Now that France was 
strong and prosperous, he relinquished his support of 
discretion so dear to the heart of the King, and advised 
a more active participation in European affairs. In this 
he was at one with de Broglie, who was still at the head of 
the Government, but the Duke desired to participate at 
the side of England and to strengthen the English alliance 
by concerting with Palmerston in regard to the Near 
Eastern question. To Thiers, such a plan was cheer 
blindness. France must not follow too closely the lead 
of England; she must begin +0 look ont for herself. 
Opportunity for France was not in the Eastern Mediter- 
rancan. e door to a glorious future was nearer at 
hand; it might be found on the Pyrenees. It was there 
that France had 2 lepitimate reason for action. 

As early as 1834, France and England had guaranteed 

1 the constitutional régime of the young Queens of Spain 
and Portugal. They had promised 10 come to their aid 
if their position became precarious. In 1836 the time to 
fulfil that promise seemed to have come when the young 
Qucen’s security was endangered by the attempts of two 
reactionary pretendants, Don Carlos and Don Miguel, to 
overthrow them. As usual, England was exploiting the 
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situation in the Iberian peninsula to her own advantage, 
while Thiers desired that France should take this oppor- 
tunity to act independently if need be, and to give real 
support to the Liberal Governments. 
ut neither the policy of his President of the Council 
nor the plan of his Minister of the Interior was entirely 
satisfactory to the King. Of the two men, the person- 
ality of Thiers made more appeal to the monarch. At 
least, the former would not oppose his cherished desire 
for à reconciliation with Austria. Of de Broglie’s sin- 
cerity Louis was uncertain and found him diffcile and 
maladroit}  Displeased with the chief of his Cabinet, he 
watched him carefully and he could not have been very 
unhappy when 2 slight incident made it porte for him 
to release the Duke. A rash Minister of Finance, with- 
out consulting his chief, proposed to reduce the interest 
on Government bonds. This messure was met with a 
howl of rage from the Chamber and a violent opposition 
on the part of a number of his fellow-colleagues, among 
whom was Thiers. The latter had sniffed the winds, he 
had forescen a storm, and he was not going to founder with 
Broglie's ship. Ever resourceful, he scized a life-boat 
and boarded 2 ship of his own. The debate that ensued 
ve him an excellent opportunity to break with the 
abinet and s0 become Lee to participate in any new 
Council that might be formed. His attack was tremend- 
ous and he made a dramatic departure from the policies 
of the unwise Monsieur Humann. Madame de Dino 
witnessed the spectacle from a box in the Chamber of 
Deputies, and after its conclusion she wrote to Thiers, 
who, in spite of his success, had speed il during the 
proceedings. His reply was as follows: “I am worn 
out. . . . In those few minutes 1 expended several years 
of mylife, I have never encountered such stubbornness ; 
it requires an iron will to surmount such an entrainement 
as that which you witnessed (in the Chamber) to-day. 
I am sorry that you heard me. Those figures must have 
bored you and they must have given you a sorry idea of 
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the Tribune. You should hear us and judge us only when 
we are at our best and not when we are settling our 
accounts. Î 2m uncertain of the result, and, save for 
the King, I rather hope for the retirement of the 
Ministry.” His wishes were granted when, on Feb- 
ruary 4, the Chamber forced Broglie to retire. 

After Broglie’s retirement the ministers who had served 
under him tried to form from themselves another 
Cabinet. This effort was made at the request of the 
King, who wanted to prevent the possibility of the Third 
Party entering into power.’ But their efforts came to 
naught, for differences of opinion that had not been very 
apparent during their term of office now became evident, 
and when the attempt was abandoned, each man was 
frec to act according to his own ideas. Few of them, 
however, had any immediate prospects of returning to the 
portfolio that they had relinquished. In fact, only two 
of them appeared to have any support in the Chamber ; 
of these, Thiers was one, while the other was Duchâtel.t 
Guizot, oddly enough, did not count, and from the date 
of the fall of the Broglie Cabinet, the rivalry of Thiers 
and Guizot began. While the former, without any real 
por affiliatione, had to find his support from the Left, 
the latter became again the leader of the Conservatives, 
but in February 1836 he was not powerful enough to 
oppose his rival’s nomination as President of the new 

uncil.® This is not to say, however, that Thiers was 
the first selection ofthe King. There were two long weeks 
of mp before he grasped the prize that he had s0 
long desired. 

The first efforts of che King were with Humann and 
Molé. Failing with these, he turned in despair to the 
Third Party, but Dupin, its leader, could not find men 
who were willing to serve with him. The choice was 
narrowing down, but Louis Philippe did not wish to take 
Thiers unless he could separate him from his former 
colleague of the Doctrine Périer and Broglie had been 
too independent to suit the taste of that monarch and 
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he was too clever a statesman himself to think that Thiers 
would be an obedient servant. 

Meanwhile, that object of the royal meditations was 
not worried. He had broken with his former colleagues, 
and his plan was now to remain aloof and to let events 
take their course. On February 7, there was a great 
dinner at the Place Saint Georges, and the convives 
remarked upon the contrast between Thiers, the retirin, 
Minister Pa the Interior, and de Broglie, the defeat 
President of the Council. “ Thiers never once touched 
the ground. He flapped his wings, like one who is sure 
to enter his cage whenever he wishes. He talked of 
travels; he wished to go to Vienna, Berlin, Rome, and 
Naples. He proposed to leave in April. . . . Monsieur 
de Broglie had a gloomy and defeated air” At any rate, 
if there was not a Ministry to enter, there was a History 
to return to! The project for the History of the Con- 
sulate and the Empire bad not yet been undertaken. But 
Thiers himself, and others wiser than he, inew that it 
would probably not be History. On February 13, Royer- 
Collard remarhed to him : % You are not possible to-day ; 
but in a week you will be necessary, indispensable, abso- 
lute.”? The prophecy was true. Ga February 21, Thiers 
entered Ft duties as President of the Council. 

To all of his men in his first Cabinet the President was 
superior. Many of them were older, but few had had as 
much experience, and none was so able before the Chamber, 
With him were associated Montalivet as Minister of the 
Interior, Sauzet 45 Keeper of the Seals, Passy as Minister 
of Commerce and Public Works, Pelet de la Lozère 
Minister of War, Admiral Duperré Minister of the Navy, 
and d’Argout Minister of Finances. At the outset this 
combination offended few and satisfied less. The Doc- 
trinaires were represented by Maison, Duperré, and d’Ar- 
gout, who had served in the preceding Cabinet, while 
Pelet de la Lozère, Passy, and Sauzet had been taken from 
the Third Party. The new President himself acknow- 
ledged frankly that his Council was a golden mean between 
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the Doctrine and the cohorts of Dupin. This fact itself 
was the raison d'étre for the Ministry and accounted for 
the nomination of Thiers 26 its head. It was not the 
effort of Talleyrand that had brought his protégé to 
it was the logical sequence of events. “The 
ing was weary of the Doctrinaires and could not take 
the Eird Party, whose leader was headstrong and rash 
and whosc vicwsalarmed him. Thiers, on the other hand, 
‘was a man of no permanent party affliations, who pos- 
sessed friends in both and who had the largest following 
in the Chamber. And so he was called at last to the post 
to which his own actions and the King's promises had 
long since predestined him, but he was not acclaimed as 
a hero who would save the country. 

The Ministry was not received with any great show of 
cordiality by the Chamber, but at this, some of his friends 
rejoiced, for they feared that an carly success might 
cause the young President to lose his head19 The Con- 
stitutionnel was lukewarm and spoke the mind of the 
Doctrine when it declared : “ Lf the personnel of the new 
Cabinet were not satisfactory, the country would accept 
it because of chat which is not to be found in it.” 
The Royal Family, and especially Madame Adelaide, were 
confident of its success. France accepted it with toler- 
ance and settled back to watch developmentsi® At 
Jcast, the Ministry would not be dull, and its head would 
provide food for gossip and for entertainment. But this 
was not the attitude of Europe; there the sentiments in 
regard to the new Government were more definite, 
Prussia alone was completely satisfied.13 England hesi- 
|eated, suspecting that Thiers mighe not be so docile and 
easy à Minister of Foreign Affairs a de Broglie had been. 
There had been too much patriotism and too little 
interest in the welfare of England in the remarks of the 
Deputy. His most hostile critic, however, was Metter- 
rich, about whom all the Courts of Central and Southern 
Europe rotated. To Metternich, Thiers was a révolution 

| maire pratiqué In brief, whether Évourably disposed 
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or not, no one in Europe was indifferent to his policy, 
and all awaited with interest the first official declaration. 

The new President did not keep his audience long in 
suspense. On the day after the formation of his Council, 
he appeared before the Chamber and made clear his 
attitude to France and to the Monarchy : ‘ As for myself, 
1 must tell you at once, so that all of you may hear, for Ï 
do not wish anyone to be in doubt about it: I remain 
what I have been, the faithful and devoted friend of the 
July Revolution. Bus I am convinced of this great truth, 
that 10 save à Revolution, you must prevent it from going 
200 far”"15 

În other words, the new Government would not 
abandon the Périer principles in which its chief had been 
schooled. The preceding Cabinet had not fallen over 
any question of Legitimäts, or Clubs, or Republicanism, 
and this President purposed to continue the same policy. 
He would repress all elements of disunion and “oppose an 
invincible barrier against disorder.” 19 

There was nothing in this to alarm Royalty, Decirine, 
or Metternich. To them his remarks were perfectly 
orthodox, but they may have cansed some perturbation 
among certain sections of the Left, the adherence of 
which had enabled Thiers to reach the pinnacle of 
government. 

Ît was evident, at any rate, that his internal policy 
would not be revolutionary, but in the matter of foreign 
affaire, the appointment of Thiers implied a change of| 
conduct on the part of France. Commenting upon this 
pes of the Cabinet of February 21, 1836, Metternich 
sai 





“ Monsieur Thiers is in every way a very danger- 
ous man. He has certain faults that are common to 
all Frenchmen and he lacks experience in the hand- 
ling of political affaire. The cart that he drives is 
always veering from Right to Left, and he will have 
many severe lessons before he learns how to keep it 
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steady. Thiers should have remained Minister of 
the Interior, He understands how to manipulate 

arties in France. But it is different in the case of 

urope. Strange combination of revolutionary doc- 
trine, journalistic audacities, and governmental 
despotism, this Minister represents his country to 
his connus but he is not fit to represent it before 
Europe.” {7 


As a matter of fact, nothing could be more unjust. 
Throughout his administration, Thiers was experiment- 
ing, but he had an aim that was quite evident as well as 
a policy that was logical and consistent. Inspired 
wih the ideal of grandeur for his country, he could not 
tolerate the equivocations that French diplomacy had 

ursued since the death of Périer. In fact, whenever he 

ad been free to express himself on this matter, he had 
spoken his mind. belief that France was being 

legraded in the eyes of Europe had been one of the 
principal reasons for his hesitation to enter the preceding 
ministerial combination; and in time, it became the 
explanation for his desiring the downfall of de Broglie’s 
Council. In his disapproval of the line of diplomacy 
adopted by de Broglie both the King and the country 
participated, but the reasons of Louis Philippe were some- 
what different from those of Thiers. Both of them feared 
that an intimate alliance with England might drag France 
into war on the side of the British against Russia over the 

question of control in the Near Eaït. King and Presi- 

lent were convinced that France should not be bound to 
take part in a war from which the country would gain 
slight advantage, and which might precipitate a general 
European conflagration.l# For Louis Philippe, there was 
the reason of peace; for Thiers there was the reason of 
French independence. To the latter, the exclusive alliance 
of France with the democratic nations had brought the 
country nothing but a quasi-servitude. To 2 certain 
degree, the French Monarchy was becoming the hand- 
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maiden of England. This condition could not continue, 
he said. While he respected and desired the maintenance 
of English friendship, he did not wish that union to 
prevent alliances with other nations.1® What he proposed 
to do was to remain on good terms with the British 
Government, and to establish an entente with Austria 
that would counterbalance the disadvantages of the too 
exclusive understandings that had been established with 
the leading democratic nation of the North. The latter 
bound France, but two alliances would allow her à greater 
Ltitude of action. This was his policy; what now was 
the purpose ? 

Thess né éonditions would enable hé country to 
take a more active part in the affairs of those nations 
bordering on her frontiers, the conditions of which were 
raturally of great importance to her and to her dynasty. 
The maintenance of Belgian independence was à prop 
to the July Monarchy. Again, Louis Philippe was weak- 
ened if'the Reactionaries in Spain succeeded in driving out 
the Constitutionalist Queens, while Swiss democracy was 
an aid and a menace that must be watched and controlled. 
Herctofore, Thiers reasoned, France could only have acted 
in concert with England and not without her. But the 
diplomatic revolution that he envisaged would enable the 
country to act freely and unhindered, according to her own 
traditions and needs. In brief, the President of the 
Council sought to substitute action for discretion, inde- 

ndence for dependence. He purposed to continue the 

'érier system as far as internal policy was concerned, but 
he hoped to do this under cover of à more brilliant action 
abroad that would quiet the Ultra Liberals and satisfy 
their growing desire for French predominance. One is 
tempted to draw a parallel between this system of the 
Cabinet of February, 1836, and that of Napoleon, It is 
not impossible that here, again, is found the influence of 
Thiers’ historical studies upon his policies as President 
of the Council. 

These were the aims of the new Government, and at 
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first, the Chamber that he had been called to tame and to 
rule was in no condition to offer an effective resistance to 
his policies. There was not the slightest evidence of 
unanimity among the Deputies. Poktically the condi- 
tion Was pitiable. “Paris is going to become more and 
more difficult to live in, for, aside from the great dynastic 
divisions that separate society, we shall now have all the 
factions to which disappointed personal ambitions have 
gra rise; faction Mol faction Broglic, faction Guizot, 
Action Dupin, and finally, faction Thiers. And everyone 
of them 25 hostile and bitter as are the Legitimists and 
Orléanists. . . . They hate each other and tear each 
other apart.” 2 

Such a situation was not of the sort to appal the new 
President of the Council; in fact, it is not unrcasonable 
to suspect that he enjoyed it. He beheld the Chamber 
entrapped in a sort of impassable status que. “The Cham- 
ber cannot recede and does not wish to advance any 
farther. It is obliged to stop right on my ground.” fl 
But, confident as he was, he was also perfectly aware of the 
fact that this was only a temporary condition, and that, 
sooner or later, faction Guizot and faction Broglic, even 
possibly faction Molé, would join together against him 
and form again a Doctrinaire Opposition from the moder- 
ate elements of the Right. With the Left, too, there was 
the danger that, in time, Barrot would gain followers from 
the more timid Liberals and from the Third Party. 
Guizot of the Right Centre and Barrot of the Left Centre 
were the two irreconcilables; between them was the 
logical place for à line of cleavage to develop in the 
Chamber. The agile Thiers must avoid falling into this 
political no man’s land. He was the prize, swinging on 
the tree; beneath stood Guizot and Barrot trying to 
capture him as he swung above them. That became the 
game that was played in the Deputies from February, 
1836, until their adjournment on July 12. But Thiers, 
smiling and serene, lung to his branch and did not let go. 
Never for a day did he really commit himself to one party 
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or the other, and the blows that they struck to dislodge 
him were ineffective, 

It was 2 game, and one in which the little minister 
seemed to take great delight. Whenever he needed it, he 
found a majority, and oddly enough, these rather danger- 
ous tactics were facilitated after March, 1836, when a few 
of his bolder adversaries among the Doctrine launched an 
attack in which they attempted to cast doubt upon his 
honesty. During that month, the Cabinet presented a 
Bill calling for funds to complete the work of restoring 
the monuments and buildings of Paris. This undertaking 
had been inaugurated by Thiers when he was Minister 
of the Interior in 1833. At that time he had been 
granted a credit of ten millions. But the work required 
four millions more, and this sum his Finance Minister 
now requested. After an unsuccessful attempt to frighten 
the President by a threat delivered through an investigat- 
ing committee, Jaubert laid the charge before the Cham- 
ber. The affair caused the object of the attack some 
annoyance, but he cleared himself by an admirable defence 
before the Deputies and emerged from the contest stronger 
than ever, for some of the Doctrine broke from the party 
to show their disapproval of this method of trying to 
intimidate the Cabinet into submission to their wishes.?? 
From this time on, he had a greater number of floating 
votes from which to draw a majority when he needed it.2 

Meanwhile, the Left had not been inactive. It 
attacked his plan to defer again the reduction of the 
interest on Government bonds.## But his greatest trial 
of strength occurred when Guizot tried to force him to 
admit that his initial speech as President of the Council 
was a declaration of policy in line with that of the 
Doctrine Desperate in their inability to compromise 
ji both Opposition anne their sue inde 

personal prejudices and jealousies, tl ed his 
ans for uhf erons and for nou ennsio a 
n all these minor engagements Thiers found a majority 
and won his point. Import duties were changed according 
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to the principles that he had outlined in his address 
when, as Minister of Commerce, he had welcomed the 
National Council of Industrials and Tradesmen. Tarifs 
were regulated according to the needs of each industry 
or trade. Suburban lines were built to tie the outlying 
communities with trade centres. Throughout this carly 
period of his administration he held his own, but in June, 
two debates gave him the opportunity of establishing a 
more positive control over the Chamber. 

The first occasion was brought about by the Extreme 
Right, a small group that possesed only twenty-five 
representatives among the Deputies. In June, d’Argout, 

inister of Finances, presented his budget for the ensu- 
ing year. Berryer, the Legitimist leader, used this dis- 
<cussion to attack the Monarchy as well as the Ministry. 
It was a fortunate incident for Thiers. Berryer attempted 
to demonstrate that the Orléans Monarchy that had 
talked so much of economy was, in reality, a more expen- 
sive affair than the Restoration. In spite ofthe suppression 
of the 1 Guard and the Swiss Guards and the aboli- 
tion of salaries to the Peers, the total budget of the July 
Monarchy from 1830 to 1835 far surpassed that of the 
preceding dynasty. This attack brought Liberals of all 
colours to the side of Thiers ; even Laffitte came to his 
aid. On June 15, the President himself closed the defence 
by a brillant speech in which he silenced the Extreme 
Right by demonstrating that a fair part of the expenses 
of the existing Monarchy had been incurred by paying off 
the debts of the one that had preceded it.®7 Poor 
Berryer had his accusation thrown back at him, and the 
Right was quite discomfited. During the debate Thiers 
again took occasion to pay a glowing tribute to Laffitte, 
whose protection during the early years of his career 
had meant so much to him. This politesse was a tactful 
stroke and, of course, delighted the Left. At the con- 
clusion of the discourse the President was accorded an 
ovation. So great was his success that even Guizot was 
forced to admit that his rival had gained considerable 
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ground The discussion of the budget had given him 
one victory, but soon it would bring him another occasion 
10 gain more supporters. 
Attached to d'Argout”s financial measure was anestimate 
of the sums needed to continue the expansion of French 
in Algiers. France was still inexperienced in the 
science of colonization ; there had been a great difference 
of opinion in the country conceming what should be 
done with the North African province. In the eighteen- 
thirties, men were not yet the adept colonial builders 
that they became later, and there were few at that time 
who regarded the matter as a man of modern France 
would view it to-day. Of these few the President of 
the Council was one, and the recommendations that he 
proposed show that he was far in advance of his country- 
men. He did not agree with the Industrials and Con- 
servatives, who desired the conquest of only the coast. 
Instead, he advocated an extensive conquest of Algiers 
and of the surrounding country. He pointed out that 
the future power of France Lay in establishing her sphere 
of influence in North Africa. Russia and England were 
already in possession of the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Because of their presence, France could never expand 
beyond Alexandria, if indeed that far. The Western 
Mediterranean was still an open field for colonizing; 
to make such a policy permanent in character, French 
influence must penetrate beyond the Algerian coast into 
the hinterland. He went even farther in his declara- 
tions, and reminded his hearers that a more active 
rticipation in Spanish aflairs was à necessary pre- 
iminary to the permanent hold on Algiers.®® His logic 
and his common-sense won him the day, and it is due 
in no small part to Thiers that France was enabled to 
begin a plan of colonization that was of untold advantage 
to her later inthecentury. But the immediate advantage 
was the fact that he had again discovered a majority.® 
These successes of the month of June increased the 
general impression that Thiers had come to stay, a 
221 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


belief in which he himself appears to have had some 
confidence. He had passcd rouen all his measures 
and had avoided political alliances of too entangling a 
character. To a certain degree, he had broken up the 
Opposition of the Doctrine; it had not remained a 
unit during the discussions of the spring of 1836. But 
he had also been supported by considerable numbers of 
the Left, and while he did not regard himself as bound 
in any degree to the latter, some of his opponents 
declared that they suspected him of having pronounced 
gris with the more Liberal sections of the Chamber. 
ese older men of the Doctrine still thirsted for an 
opportunity to embarrass him, and the fact that Guizot 
ably supported him in the debate about Algiers 
had not turned them from their purpose, The time had 
come when he must pay for that hazardous practice of 
finding his support on occasion and for not being one 
of them. À man without a party is always disliked, 
but a man who boasts that he has no party is positively 
suspected. The blow came when Thiers least expected it. 
ên June 25, only a few days after the victories in the 
Chambers, Louis Alibaud made his almost successful 
attempt to take the life of Louis Philippe. At first, 
Thiers did not realize how much this affair might effect 
him and the parliamentary control that he had just 
established. On June 27, he wrote to Montebello, the 
French envoy at Bern; “If I were thinking only of my 
personal condition, I should be perfectly satisfied with 
the political situation.” * But within a few days, he 
had begun with Montebello 2 correspondence the nature 
of which must have caused him much alarm. The 
investigation that he, as President, instituted soon revealed 
distressing facts that placed some of his friends of the 
Left in a very bad light. It was not very long before 
it was established that the Alibaud attempt was the 
act of an individual, but that, at the same time, the 
moral complicity of the Press of the Left was undeniable. 
Although they were not party to a conspiracy, the 
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actions and words of certain Deputies of the Left had 
cencouraged such exatés as Alibaud. At the same time 
it was discovered that many desperate organizations had 
been re-formed in France during the spring of 1836. 
Some were asking : “ What of Thiers and his avowed 
adherence to the Périer régime; what of his earlier 
expressions against the elements of disorder?” The 
words, I will oppose an invincible barrier to anarchy,” 
were thrown back at him, and when Montebello himself 
disclosed to the unhappy President the existence of 
correspondence between Le refugees in Switzerland and 
a central revolutionary Committee at Paris, his anxiety 
became acute. “This perseverance of crime, even 
after Fieschi, has filled the entire world with an extra- 
ordinary anxiety. It alarms especially those of us who 
are responsible agents and who hardiy know what pre- 
cautions to take, what measures to ask of the Chambers?’ 33 

Tothe President, the situation created by the Alibaud, 
aflair had a personal significance of no mean import. 
Îe embarraseh him because of the relations that he had 
had with the Left; for from that quarter he had gained 
much of his support. But his own embarrasment was 
the delight of de Doctrine, for it gave them the oppor- 
tunity not only to attack the man himself, but as well 
to discredit a foreign policy that he had pursued and 
that they believed was undignified and fraught with 
danger, To Thiers it was a Great Design on which 
hung the future welfare of France, and so he was willing 
to make concessions to save it. With a desperate effort 
he started the ministerial pendulum on a swing back 
to a definite Conservatism. 

AI Europe was perfectly aware of the fact that Thiers 
desired to inaugurate a foreign policy of reconciliation. 
And yet the very fact that this was common knowledge 
made difficult his debut in foreign affairs, for while the 
President wanted a D with the more Con- 
servative Courts of Éurope, he was not seing an 
exclusive alliance with Austria Nor did he wish to 
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break completely the bonds already established between 
England and France.®* In the Chamber he had to 
steer between Guizot and Barrot, while in Europe he 
must sail his ship between the Liberalism of Palmerston 
and the Ultra-Conservatism of Metternich. Even if he 
had not wished to adopt such tactics, the European situa- 
tion would have forced him to do it, for upon his 
assuming the power, he was confronted with a number 
of important problems touching foreign policy that had 
been bequeathed to him by the preceding Ministry. Of 
these, the most important were the cases of Cracow and 
of Switzerland. 

In 1815, Cracow had been granted independence under 
the protection of Russia, Prussia, and Austria. But this 
privilege had been accorded to the city on two specific 
conditions ; it was understood that no army should be 
introduced into the city, and that its citizens should not 
harbour pal offenders who had escaped the police 
of the three bordering States. It appeared that the 
terms of the agreement had not been observed. In- 
evitably Cracow became a centre of the movement 
of Polish independence and an asylum for political 
refugees. Europe soon took cognizance of this state of 
aflairs, and three days after the dissolution of the Broglie 
Cabinet, the three “ protecting Powers ” established a 
governing council that undertook the rule of the city 
and the expulsion of all the agitators who had gathered 
within its walls. At this action Cracow protested, and 
five days before Thiers assumed office, the three Powers 
had begun an advance towards the city. 

This was the problem that confronted the new Presi- 
dent of the Ministerial Council on February 22, 1836. 
France expected that Thiers would sympathize with the 
offending city; this would have been in accord with the 
desires of Barrot and his group of the Left. But Mon- 
sieur de Sainte-Aulaire, French Ambassador at Vienna 
and himself a Conservative, warned the President of 
the temper of Metternich and counselled moderation.35 
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1n principle this advice was followed, and the Government 
zestricted itself to a middle policy that appeared fair 
to the Liberals and that did not offend Conservatives 
in France and in Europe. Thiers satisfied his natural 
desire for action by demanding that the town be evacuated 
by the'three Powers a8 soon as possible, and that the 
prosecutions of the agitators be reduced to the minimum. 
Ât the same time, he arranged for the reception in France 
of those refuges whose presence could be tolerated no 
longer in Cracows® This action partially reassured the 
Left as to the future attitude of the Cabinet to Liberal 
movements in Europe, and it interfered in no way with 
the interests of the three Powers most concerned. With 
Cracow he encountered little difficulty, but Switzerland 
was a more difficult problem to solve. 

Like che former, Switzerland, 100, had become a haven 
of refuge for political offenders. Once within the con- 
fines of that Republic, the exiles renewed their activities, 
and soon that peaceably inclined country became a hot- 
bed of forcign clitical conspiracy. There grew Young 
Europe, Toung Îtaly, T'oung Germany, and even Toung 
France. Previously, Périer and, after him, Broglie had 
adopted towards Switzerland the same attitude that 
they had assumed towards Piedmont. They had tried 
to observe the principle of non-intervention. This in- 
action on the part of France had irritated Austria, and 
after 1832, that irritation had increased until internal 
affairs in France brought a change. In 1834, Fieschi 
had made his attempt on the life of the French King, 
and Louis Philippe came to desire an alteration in the 
polir of his Government. He had been playing with 

re that had nearly burned his fingers; it was unwie 
to deal gently with it in France, and foolhardy to tolerate 
its continuance in a neighbouring country Where many 
other Fieschis were thriving. Consequently, the atti- 
tude of Paris to Geneva ceased to be friendly, and the 
King of France was eager to find a minister who would 
rid him of the anxicties that his neighbour was causing 
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him. When Thiers became President of the Council 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, he pleased his master 
by expressing himself in no uncertain terms to Monsieur 
de Mantebe o, the French envoy at Bern: “ Switzer- 
land has become a centre of revolutionary agitation, a 
place whither flock the offenders of all nations. Every- 
where else, the Revolution has been laid low by law and 
order and cannot raise its head.” 37 

With this sentiment Montebello agreed,38 and when 
he was instructed to extract a promise from the Swiss 
Government that it would arrest the most dangerous 
fugitives, he lost no time in secing that his demand 
was enforced.3® But in June, 1836, the instructions that 
he received were even more severe. Louis Alibaud had 
attempted to assassinate the King, and the connivance 
of the Radicals at Geneva was suspected. This time, 
Montebello was asked to make a formal demand that the 
exaltés should be expelled. France would arrange to 
transport them across the country to the coast, where 
they could embark for England.# ‘It was even rumoured 
that Thiers had introduced into Switzerland a spy to 

into the relations of the Swiss Government with 
the Radicals, but when the President was confronted 
with this statement by his political enemies, he denied 
it indignantly, declaring that he had never Imown “ le 
misérable.” 4 These early successes had reassured him, 
and the little minister now began to talk in a londer 
and bolder tone. He was definite in his statements in 
regard to the Near East; France would enforce peace 
on Greck, on Pasha, and on Sultan: “Inform the 
Sultan and the Pasha that the first to break the peace 
will have us to deal with. There, in a word, is our 
piy as expressed to Constantinople and to Caïro.” 42 
ut in his mind all these questions were subordinate to 
another of far greater significance. 

The greatest interest of the President was not centred 
in Cracow, Geneva, Athens, Constantinople, or Cairo, 
but in Vienna, St. Petersburg, and Berlin. His other 

226 


Ms, Google 


PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 


policies were simply the reflection of his desire to bring 
about 1 change in the attitude of these three Courts to 
France, to accomplish a reconciliation with the aristocrats, 
and to establish a rehabilitation of French diplomacy. 
The Teutonic stodginess of the Court of St. James did 
not appeal to him; he longed for the brilliance 
of Vienna and the glittering jewels of the Court of 
Russia. There was dignity, and there he wished to 
see his France again. To this end all other lines of 
his foreign policy converged at first. He must create 
a good impression, he must show that he was not 
too revolutionary, and then he could aspire to an 
intimate alliance with the anstocratic Conservatives of 
Europe. 

The medium by which this new alliance was to be 
effected was daring, to say the least of it. Thiers desired 
to see the grandson of regicide Philippe Égalité married 
to a Hapsburg! He would seek the hand of an Austrian 
Archduchess for the heir to the French throne, He 
would break for ever the “ matrimonial blockade ” that 
Europe had set up against France.’ Such a change 
would give the monarchy more éclat at home and con- 
solidate its position in Europe.#4 

The stage had already been set for this bit of comedy; 
the object of the Duc d'Orléans’ affections had already 
been selected by his royal mother. Marie Amélie had 
chosen the Archäuchess Maria Theresa, a daughter of 
the Archduke Charles of Austria. Before the coming 
of Thiers, the Queen had intimated as much to de Broglie, 
but that minister had been too much impressed by the 
difficulties to make headway. The present Emperor, 
who had just come to the thronc, was difficile and at 
times almost imbecile. Consequentiy, it was Metternich 
with whom Broglie must negotiste, and Broglie was not 
eager to enter into conversations with the latter on 
such a délicate subject. He was aware of Metternichs 
dislike of the House of Orléans and he mew that Metter- 
nich had an ally, the Tsar, who would be even more 
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opposed to such a match. But in February, 1836, all 
this was changed; Broglie resigned, and the magnitude 
of the problem did not disturb in the least the buoyant 
optimism of Thiers. A Paris journalist was not afraid 
to enter where the polished Broglie had feared to tread ! 
The very fact that he was a parvenu gave him an 
advantage; inhibitions were unknown to him. He had 
becn carcful to show how very conservative he could be, 
and he imagined that the mildness of his debut had 
impressed Metternich. As for the Tsar, he would sec 
about that matter when the time came. Nevertheless, 
he must have scrutinized carefully the reports of Sainte- 
Aulaire at Vienna and of Bresson at Berlin. For once 
in his life, Thiers was the most cautious man in Europe. 

When inaugurating such 2 change of policy, the 
President was careful to proceed gradually and not to 
shock too suddenly the sensibilities of Metternich and 
ofthe Tsar. During the latter part of February it was 
announced that the Duke and his brother had expressed 
a desire to make a grand tour of Europe. The French 
emissaries accordingly were advised to ascertain the 
attitude of the various European Courts to such a plan, 
for it would never have done to force the Princes upon 
the hospitalities of Berlin and Vienna. Reports from 
the former capital were most favourable; Bresson 
recounted the Ficadlnen of the Prussian King and of 
Ancillon, his minister. # ‘The same was not true of 
Vienna, for Metternich hesitated to commit himself, 
and Sainte-Aulaire, the French Ambassador, advised 

ders against a too precipitate action.tf ‘This news 
from Austria did not surprise or discomfort the Presi- 
dent; for the moment, his greatest concern was the 
attitude of che Tsar, 

Nicholas IT had always disliked the House of Orléans, 
and just at the moment when Thiers was about to 
attempt a rapprochement with Austria, an event occurred 
that iritated the Autocrat of All the Russias. The 
Spanish Reactionaries under Don Carlos interfered, and, 
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in an attempt to discredit the French Cabinet in the 
eyes of Conservative Europe, published abroad the real 
purpose of the journey contemplated by the young sons 
of Louis Philippe. The reason for their action was the 
fact that they imew Thiers to be in sympathy with the 
Constitutionalist Queen whose overthrow they were 
trying to accomplish. This created an embarrassing 
situation for France. To meet it, the President sent 
to his agents a letter instructing them what to say. 
France, writes Thiers, is not begging for a mariage 
alliance, but the French Government is thinking of 
marrying off its Princes. He adds: “It is at Vienna 
that there are Princesses galore; I can enumerate at 
least three. My Toung Princes will be seen and will 
see; chere is the truth. You mow as much about it 
as Î do. If the trip should have no other results than 
+0 show that our Princes are well received at the palaces 
of Legitimate Princes, and to bring together the reigning 
families and their subjects, the advantages would be 
considerable.” # ‘To the hopes that were expressed in 
these lines, de Barante, from St. Petersburg, could give 
only scant encouragement. “ The Tsar has not changed 
in his attitude of reserve and malevolence,” he wrote, 
but at the same time, he acknowledged that in this 
attitude the Tsar was almost alone. The Court favoured 
a more friendly feeling towards the July Monarchy.‘* 

In spite of unfavourable reports from Russia, Louis 
Philippe and his minister had already decided that the 
time Hd come to put their experiment into operation. 
In May, the Duc d'Orléans and his brother set out upon 
their journey. 

Their task was not an casy one; where Orléans did 
not seek a wife he sought to establish friendship for 
France. But for this double task he was eminently 
fitted; he had great personal charm and was intelligent, 
attractive, and gracious. Their first stop was at Berlin, 
where the princely pair met with an immediate success ; 
they were cordially received and the Court was delighted 
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with themt® If there had been any feeling of distrust 
in Berlin towards the bourgeois King of France, it 
appears to have been dispelled. “ Your King has been 

leased to show in a fashion that can be understood 
= the whole world the union that exists between him- 
self and the Continental Powers,” the Prussian King 
remarked to Bresson.  [ responded immediately. ‘This 
is only the beginning; the future will show us the 
result. I have performed my part, and it has been as 
easy as it was agrecable, thanks to your Princes, who, I 
repeat, have won the hearts of all of us’ Even 
Ancillon, the Prusian Minister, wrote to Thiers a 
glowing account of the good impression that the brothers 
Had made. At Paris, the King of France, Égalités 
son, beamed with delight, and praised his President for 
the success of his plan.i3 

In Berlin the favour of the Court had been gaincd, 
but in Vienna the Princess was yet to be won. The 
section of Paris that supported the Ministry awaited 
eagerly the news from Austria, but Thiers’ former friends 
of the Extreme Left were angered at a policy that they 
interpreted 28 indicative of a reactionary tendency on 
the part of the Cabinet. “ Monsieur Thiers is now the 
very humble servant of the grands seigneurs of Hungary, 
Prussia, and Russia, who are gracionsly pleased to forgive 
him for being, after all, only a humble plebcian like 
ourselves.” 5% But if the success of Thiers’ efforts at 
Berlin annoyed his more Radical opponents, the almost 
immediate conquest of the Viennese Court aroused them 
to a condition of positive rage. 

In Austria the Princes comported themselves in such 
a manner as to delight their royal parent and his minister. 
Almost from the day of their arrival their popularity 
was assured. Only in Metternich did they encounter 
any coldness, and whenever the object of their visit 
was mentioned even in the vaguest terms, that old 
statesman would talk of the Imperial Family and its 
wishes.5 But Thiers was not deceived by such ruses ; 
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he knew that, with such an Emperor, the wishes of the 
Imperial Family, to which such frequent references 
were made, were nothing less than the desires of Prince 
Metternich and those of his friend, the Tsar. As well, a 
weakness in the Metternichian armour began to appear ; 
the Archduchess Theresa and her father had given! 
evidence of their approval of the young heir to the 
French throne. This fact gave the French Govern- 
ment courage, s0 that it was not long before Sainte- 
Aulaire was instructed to make an attempt to force 
Metternich to commit himself on the question of a 
marriage. Rather unwillingly the Ambassador set out 
to perform his task. To ke surprise the Austrian 
Chancellor agreed to discuss the matter with the “ Im- 
perial Family,” and he finally consented to comply with 
the request of the French Government to write out 
before Sainte-Aulaire the draft of the reply that he 
would make “if the Emperor and the Imperial Family 
were well disposed.” 

On June 10, Sainte-Aulaire received the letter. “I 
have submitted to the Emperor the note that your 
Exccllency did me the honour of sending me. His 
Imperial Majesty desires to je the Archduke Charles 
free to consult his own wishes and those of his august 
daughter. If their decision is favourable, I am to discuss 
with Your Excellency the political dificulties that the 
question will present.” + 

With such words Old Régime addressed Revolution ; 
Metternich wrote to Sainte-Aulaire for Thiers. Nego- 
tiations were opened near but they were closed 
almost as abrupdy. On July 25, the hopes of Louis 
Philippe and hh President Were ashed té the ground 
when Louis Alibaud made his attempt on the life of 
the French King. This incident raised again the ghost 
of Revolution before the eyes of Metternich, and it was 
a far more serious check to the fortunes of the Thiers 
Ministry than any attack of the Liberal Press or Deputies” 
opposition. Thiers must retreat before the revived 
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scorn of Metternich, and Thiers’ retreat was never a 
dignified proces—threats and then a desperate attempt 
to save himself by pursuing with relentless vigour a 
totally new policy and interest, often even at variance 
with the earlier plan. Frantic letters by special courier 
to Sainte-Aulaire; warn Austria of the dangers that she 
will run if she refuses to stand by the King to whom 
she has just proffered the hand of friendship!®t But 
threats availed nothing. To Metternich’s mind, an 
alliance with France had always been undesirable, and 
Alibaud”s attack made it an impossbility, for it betrayed 
the inherent instability of the Bourgeois Monarchy. 
He wrote to Apponyi: “The events of the year 1830 
separated our two Governments completely, and this 
separation was not one of theory but of absolute fact.” 57 
Wen Thiers heard of chis comment of the old Chan- 
cellor, he remarked : “There those Austrians are, just 
as T'have always known them! It is with exactly such 
a spirit as theirs that, for half a century, people who 
walk backwards spoil everything.” 5 

It had been through no fault of the President of the 
French Council that the mariage policy had failed, and 
that Metternich had slammed the door again in the 
face of France, but it might have caused his own over- 
throw had he not had another policy to which he could 
now turn the attention of France. If a foothold in 
European polity could not be gained through mariage 
alliances with Austria, France could force an entrance 
by asserting her interests in Spain. Thiers has been 
credited with saying: “Monsieur Metternich need 
not worry about me. If I am too much Holy Alliance 
in regard to Switzerland, I shall make up for the fault as 
far as Spain is concerned.? 59 

This is not to imply, however, that Thiers took up 
the matter of French intervention in Spain simply to 
avenge himself. Spain and its desperate situation had 
long been in his mind, and at the very beginning of 
his administration, he was more concerned about the 
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fate of the Spanish Queen than about the Austrian 
marriages. Nevertheless, it must be admitted that his 


Lens policy became more drastic after the failure of | 


e marriage proposal. Or did this change come about 
because of an alteration in Spanish affairs and a change 
in the attitude of the King? With the latter he had 
never been in agreement as far as the affairs of the 
Iberian Peninsula were concerned. As early as 1835, he 
had counselled a more active participation in Spanish 
affairs, and the difference between himself and the King 
had become evident to many. Again, when Don Carlos 
actually began an armed attack on the power of the 
young Queen Christina, Thiers had demanded that 
General Harrispe, Commander of the Army of the 
Pyrenees, be instructed to make an effort to capture 
the Pretender and bring him back into France. This 
action would have been completely in agreement with 
the Treaty that England an France had made with 
Spain and Portugal in 1834 But both Soult and 

érard believed, as did all of the old school army officers 
of the Empire, that only disaster could come to French 
armics in Spain. The country that had begun the 
undoing of Napoleon might easily do the same to Louis 
Philippe, they thought.i0 To Thiers this was mere 
superstition, and he chafed under the restraints, but 
could do nothing, for in 1835, he was only a much 
disgusted Minister of the Interior. He nursed his 
Spanish interest in silence, and his friends suspected 
that once in power, he would revive the question. 

Hardly had the Ministry of February, 1836, been 
formed, when the Comte de Rayneval, French Am- 
bassador at Madrid and an ardent adherent of the 
Constitutionalist Queen, broached the subject of French 
intervention to the new Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
In fact, it is not at all unlikely that Monsieur de Rayneval 
was indiscreet and had given the Queen's party more 
hope than Thiers’ actions or remarks had justified, for 
both the Ambassador and the Spanish Government 
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betrayed evident disappointment at the first official 
attitude of Thiers. e early days of his Ministry 
were days of extraordinary caution; he must not alarm 
the King, of whose pacific intentions he was well aware, 
and he must not offend Vienna by championing too 
vigorously the defence of à Liberal cause.  Evidently, 
he had made promises to the King to this effect, for 
his rep to Raynevals first communication was to 
counsel moderation : 


“Madrid is right in considering me a very sincere 
partisan of the Queen's cause. Sue to-day, I con- 
sider the active intervention that I advised so 
strongly last el as very dangerous and almost 
impossible. ‘Times em to me to have changed, 
and I have told you in my previous despatches why 
I thought we should refuse to send a French army 
across the Pyrences. Ji 5, course, distinctly 
understood that I do not make that promise of yes or 
#0 irrevocable for the future. But to-day and for 
some time to come, I do not think the thing pro- 
posable. I understand your reasons; I admit the 
truth of all chat you say; I am inclined to believe 
that Spain will work out her own salvation alone ; 
and I am not of those who disapprove of the judg- 
ment that you have made in regard to affairs in 
the Peninsula. But there is something more power- 
ful than all argument, and that is impossibility. 
It is an impossible thing to make the Chambers 
countenance intervention, and without the Chambers 
to bring the King around to it. Consider that as 
certain and absolute.” #3 


This letter may account for the fact that many critics 
of Thiers have held that at first, he yielded to King 
and then broke his promise, and that then, had he been 
honest, he should have retired. On this score, his own 
memorandum in regard to the earlier period of the 
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negotitions, covering the time between February and 
June, is enlightening : 


“1 did ste that 1 could do for the cause 
of the Spanish Government; I held it to be 2 
thoroughly French matter. I believed, in fact, 
that a counter-revolution in Madrid would be 2 
greater catastrophe (for us) than 2 counter-revolution 
in Brussel, and for my own part Î should have 
used all possible means to prevent it. I even 
desired to quit the Cabinet over the question of 
intervention; if I have not done :0, it is because 
they have allowed me some small assistance for the 
Government of the Queen, because I may be able 
to obtain better still, and because the condition of 
France and the embarrassments of our Cabinet have 
commanded me to endure the yoke rather than to 
give rise to another ministerial crisis (by resigning).”s3 


Convinced that the maintenance of a Liberal Govern- 
ment in Spain was à sine qua non to the permanence of 
the Constitutional Monarchy in France, he did not 
relinquish the purpose of eventual intervention in the 
Peninsula, but he realized that first he must win the 
Chambers to his view, and that then the Chambers 
would win over the King from 2 policy of inaction to 
the support of the Liberals. 

As time wore on, however, Thiers’ policy of waiting 
until France was converted became very émbarrassing. 
Rayneval's letters became more insistent, and in April, 
1836, he even informed the President that the Spanish 
Government was on the point of forcing from France a 
formal refusal to participate, by sending a demand for 
immediate intervention.‘ Upon receipt of this alarm- 
ing intelligence, Thiers tried to arouse the Chambers, 
and to avert the contemplated action of the Queen’s 
Cabinet by delivering before the Chamber a speech on 
the Spanish’situation. His discourse was received quite 
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cordially by his audience, and Rayneval reported that 
the impression made by his utterances before the Chamber 
had been favourable in the Court of the Constitutionalist 
Queens The little President was playing hard for 
time. The Chamber was learning its lesson very slowly, 
all too slowly, and Louis Philippe was stubborn. But 
during the month of May he still hoped; a month later, 
however, he became desperate. 

In June a succession of insurrections in the Peninsula 
rendered the Spanish problem even more serious. Frantic- 
ally the minister besought the King to allow an increase 
in the numbers of the Foreign Legion now gathered on 
che Pyrences. In this request he was strongly supported 
by the King” son and heir, the Duc d'Orléans. The 
request was finally granted, but not at the instance of 
Thiers. Failing in his own efforts to persuade the 
obdurate Louis, he had finally had recourse to the 
astute Leopold, King of Belgium and son-in-l:w of the 
French King. It was the Belgian monarch who un- 
doubtedly saw in Spain a dangerous example of what 
might have arisen in his own realm, and who obtained 
the royal sanction for the demand of Thiers.®® 

To obtain even 2 slight increase in troops that might 
be used in Spain had been a long process, and'‘in the 
meantime, the condition of the Peninsula had become 
even more aggravated. The Constitutionalist party 
supporting Christina had split over the question of 
what sort of Constitution was necessary, and the country 
was threatened with a double civil war.°7 Here was a 
dangerous advantage for Don Carlos and the Ultras. 
The possibility of a disastrous repercussion on the Orléans 
monarchy alarmed Thiers. The hopes of the French 
Legitimists arose with the fortunes of the Spanish re- 
actionaries. Again Thiers pleaded with the King, and 
again the Duc d'Orléans added his instances to those 
of the President. A little more concession was wrung 
from the monarch, and a special emissary, Monsieur Bois 
le Comte, was sent by Thiers to Queen Christina. This 
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gentleman was to inform the anxious Queen that the 
Foreign Legion would be increased and would become 
an active army, and that either Bugeaud or Clausel 
would be named as commander.t# 

Royal assent to these arrangements had been obtained 
only with great dificulty; Louis Philippe feared to 
increase the Legion and Ke dislied Bugrqud and mis- 
trusted his impetuosity.f® Nevertheless, Orléans and 
the President had won and Thiers was able to 
inaugurate a policy that he called “ indirect interven- 
tion.” But de interpretation placed upon this phrase 
by the President was entirely dite rent from that held b; 
de King. “A French general, ten thousand Freael 
soldiers, two or three thousand Portuguese, and five 
thousand English” hardly deserved such a modest 
epithet, and yet Thiers was not satisfied with the arrange- 
ment. Because this was the only feasible plan,” he 
wept, though he acknowledged in the same breath that 
he was consoled by the remarkable success of the recruit- 
ing at Paris.” This last remark made it appear that 
Frenchmen were learning the lesson that he had tried to 
teach them. 

So far, the policy of the President had succeeded, put 
the King was becoming weary of the President’s 
testations of Liberalism and of his insistences. ere 
were good reasons for the King's annoyance. We are 
now in August, 1836, and the events of the wecks pre- 
ceding that month had only served to convince the 
King of his insecurity in France and in Europe. June 25 


had nearly cost him his life and he was tired of ur 


Liberal even in theory if not in fact. Metternich ha: 
slammed the door in his face. In fine, Thiers had brought 
him neither security at home nor respect in Europe. 
As well, he had lost the confidence of A slow-moving, 
cs ulent master. From the end of July, Louis 

ippe had been watching the movements of Thiers 
de means of the faithful Montalivet, who was à 
member of the Cabinet. The information that the 
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latter conveyed to him had led the King to suspect 
that Thiers had not been entirely honest with him. In 
fact, it is not unlikely that the President had felt it best 
to keep Louis in the dark in regard to some of his actions. 
de appears to have been playing to force the King's 
There was the matter of Bugeaud, for instance. 
Tes admired him, while Louis’ feeling was quite the 
opposite, but the President was determined to have his 
man, In the letter to Rayneval relative to the rein- 
forcements to which the King had at last consented, 
Thiers remarked : “ Finally, none of your letters to me 
must ever give the number of 10,000 Frenchmen, unless 
you wish to bring about 4 catastrophe. Mention the 
number only in general terms. Do not yet pronounce 
the name of Bugeaud.” This letter was written on 
August 12. Evidendy the King had not yct approved 
Bugeaud's nomination, else Thiers mnt not have 
advised the Ambassador to forego the use of his name, 
and yet Bugeaud had already received his appointment 
from Thiers, by a letter bearing the date of August 31 71 
Such practices must have been a sore trial to the 
royal patience. Threats of resignation were now a 
matter of daily occurrence, and between the King and 
: the President the feeling of mutual distrust became 
‘ acute. Louis Philippe accused Thiers and his friends of 
publishing orders to which he was not party, which 
pushed France nearer hostilities than he had ever intended 
to go, and which he must, therefore, openly deny. 
Thiers replied by letters full of explanations that were 
not convincing.'* A break was inevitable, and when on 
August 24, General Lebeau, Commander of the Foreign 
Legion, announced in agreement with Thiers that a 
French army would cross the Pyrences and enter Spain, 
the astonished monarch, without consulting his minister, 
ublished an official denial of the fact in the Moniteur. 
€ followed this up with a demand that the recruits 
on Thiers, without consulting the King, was assem- 
bling at the foot of the Pyrenees be disbanded." On 
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August 29, Louis Philippe was gld to accept the resig- 
nation of the President and of six of his colleagues, 

To his friends, the retirement of Thiers came 28 2 
disagrecable surprise. He had had no quarrel with the 
Chamber of Deputies, for it was not in session. By 
them hi action was interpreted as a personal quarrel 
with the King, to whose elevation he had contributed 
six years previously. His greatest supporters, the Talley- | 
rands, were much perplexed, and their attitude may have 
pére the sentiment of many of his acquaintances : 
“ You break with the King—is it because of that hideous 
Spain? How despicable she is, and how we have cause 
to detest her! If only you had repulsed her from the 
first day. Weare sad, anxious, and concerned about you. 
... To resign from power is not ot regrettable, but 
to see you leave the King and the Ministry for a cause 
that will not excite the slightest sympathy in France 1 ?? 74 

But to the retiring President there was a reason more 
subtle than that of Spain. “I wrote in the National, 
“the King reigns and does not govern. I acted on it. 
I never allowed Louis Philippe to interfere with me 
when I was his minister, and therefore my time of 
office was short and interrupted.”? 75 
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CHAPTER XII 
CLASSICIST AND COALITIONIST (1836-40) 


SHoRTLy after the retirement of Thiers, the King 
remarked to Werther, the Prussian Ambassador, “ Ask 
your King when judging me to consider the diffculties 
of my position. . . . Î had to take Monsieur Thiers for 
six months in order to show France exactly what he is 
worth. It requires infinite patience and persistence 
to steer my ship.” 1 

Undoubtedly, Louis Philippe was glad to be rid of a 
second Périer who had almost involved him in a war. 
But the feeling was mutual. Péri Number Two 
was glad to be rid of his King, and for a time, there was a 
coldness between the Tuileries and the Place Saint- 
Georges. However, it was not a sentiment that changed 
in any way Thiers’ belief in Monarchy or even in Orlean- 
äsm. While he may have wished to operate on the system, 
he did not desire its death. He was still loyal, but he 
had had 2 surfeit of all things political. He desired a 
change of scene and needed a ange of interests. He 
wanted to rest, but it is unlikely that he planned to abstain 
from politics in the future. He would retire temporarily 
from the field of battle, and this he could do with honour, 
for his had not been a parliamentary defeat. It is even 
possible that his recent experience had taught him what 
some of his contemporaries had already perceived. 
“ Monsieur Thiers is never so powerful as when he is on 
the ground ; the ministerial pedestal does not become him. 
On the contrary, fighting (from the floor) gives him force ; 
his brilliant mind, his happy phrase, give Fr at once the 
prestige that he lost as minister. Monsieur Thiers is 
tremendously powerful when he is not a minister.” * 
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Wlhether he was ever sincerely of this opinion himself, 
once will never know, but the fact remains that in later 
years, he was always reluctant to form 1 Ministry and 
appeared to prefer a Deputys bench to the fauteuil 
of the President of the Council. At any rate, after the 
fatal month of August, 1836, Thiers’ entire attention 
was not given to politics. Between 1836 and 1839, he 
was frequently en voyage and only returned to Paris 
to participate in a crisis in the Chamber. After his 
retirement from Government councils he was determined 
to play, and his playground was far from the political 
turmoil of Paris. Ît was Italy that now claimed his 
interest. 

It has been customary to regard Thiers’ passion for 
Italy as a sudden pose and the direct result of his quarrel 
with the King, a turning from France to Italy in a spirit 
ofpique. As 2 matter of fact, theinterest that he betrayed 
for Italy was rather the result of a gradual development, 
and it had appeared before the date of his controversy 
with Louis Philippe. As early as 1832, he had made a 
short visit to Italy, but was recalled by the death of Casi- 
mir Périer® Then after his dismissal by the King, he 
set out to resume his acquaintance with that country. 
On the 12th of September he boarded ship at Toulon, 
and three days later he was at Rome, where he was initi- 
ated into the wonders of the Eternal City by Ingres, 
then Director of the Academy of France, Later, he 
went on to Florence, and returned to Paris in November.# 
This second and more lengthy sojourn whetted his appe- 
tite, and he began to make plans for à stay of several 
months. The following year these matured, and, accom- 
prie hrs wife, he went direct to Florence. There 

e and Madame Thiers established themselves at the 
Villa Castelli and he threw himself into a new existence 
with all his characteristic enthusiasm. 


I have become a man of letters and a philosopher. 
As Bossuer, the classie, puts it, Î am enjoying the 
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sight of human things through monuments and 
books, that is, through the men of the past. I 
even pretend to divine what I am told only a half 
of. a as that is the manner of history, I think 
that I understand the past quite well. Thanks to 
this variety that harms no one, neither Guizot, nor 
the King, nor Prince Metternich, I should be very 
content, busy, and quite happy if family cares did 
not worry me. Î will make every effort, therefore, 
to remain what I am now. I wish to enlarge my 
spirit, to elevate my intelligence. That is more 
easily done in retreat than elsewhere, for in retreat 
one reflects, one studies and is interested, If, 
when I become more worthy, a good rôle should 
be offered me, à la bonne heure! But it is not worth 
the trouble ta. e’s life between a King who 
demands and a Chamber that refuses, to be attacked 
incessantly by the Tuileries and the Palais Bourbon, 
by people who know nothing of you and who impute 
to you their own particular wrongs. . . . 1 write 
this from the bottom ôf my heart, and as I have had 
the happiness of discovering that my family shares 
these sentiments with me, I shall continue as I am; 
so you will see me entirely free this winter.” 5 





Emancipated from the service of his King, Thiers in 
1837, as so often in later life, was called by another power, 
Clio, his muse; to her he was preparing to give his entire 
service. Ât first, however, he Fa not write : he breathed 
in what he chose to call “antiquity” He revelled in 
the memories of Florence, of the Renaissance, and of the 
great classical age. His letters were filled with his 
enthusiasms ; sometimes, even, the latter seem to have 
gone beyond the limits of the reaonable. His thap- 
sodies were as extravagant 28 his speeches had been during 
the earlier years. On the present he looked with disgust. 
France, he writes to Étienne, reminds him of a garish 
cabaret that bears the sign “ Salons pour cent converts.” # 
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Into the mind of this ever-active young man came a 
thousand plans ; too many for all of them to be accom- 
plished. He would continue the Revolution and write 
of Napoleon; he would write a history of this glorious 
Florence, where he was living with his charming wife 
and his books. Opportunities for both projects were not 
Jacking, and Thiers was not the man to allow oppor- 
tunity to go by. He had espoused a wealthy wife, and 
had plighted his troth to Clio; one would aid the other. 
Then, as now, riches would open many doors that appeared 
to be irrevocably closed. There was another advantage ; 
a Bonaparte was in Italy, and to Italy Thiers had come. 
Considering the nature of the two men and their respec- 
tive needs, it was quite inevitable that there Should be 
a mecting. 

Jerome, the youngest brother of Napoleon I, was 
residing in Italy. Jerome desired to return to France; 
Thiers desired to see some documents that were in the 

session of the Prince. So, to Quarto Thiers went. 
le saw his precious manuscripts, and left as payment, 
the advice that the Prince appeal personally to the King 
10 remove the edict of banishment.” Evidently, Jerome 
was impressed with his visitor, for, after his visit he sent 
him an ornament that had belonged to the Emperor. 
This gift the historian acknowledged with feeling, and 
in the course of his letter, he made a rather surprising 
statement : “I am, you know, one of the Frenchmen of 
to-day who is most attached to the glorious memory of 
Napoleon I, and I will be happy indeed when I see the 
return of his relatives reconciled with the peace of our 
own country, and the maintenance of its government.” # 
Other letters of an even more definite nature followed : 
“ Furthermore, if I am recalled to the post that I formerly 
occupied, I will use my influence with the King to bring 
near to their fatherland the French who are barred from 
it, and who are worthy to see it again. The friendship 
that you have allowed me to conceive for you and for 
your family is recent, but it will be real and lasting.” * 
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Shortly after his interview with Jerome Bonaparte, 
the health of Madame Thiers permitted him to travel, 
and they returned north via État, At Valençay, 
they stopped for a visit to the Duchesse de Dino.  Almost 
the entire Thiers family descended upon the Duchess. 
With Thiers were Madame Thiers, Madame Dosne and 
Mademoiselle Félicie Dosne. As usual, Monsieur Dosne 
was absent. Madame Thiers was unwell; her critical 
hostess called it nerves, but found her otherwise quite 

acious and pleæing. It was the mother-in-law that 
Madame de Dino disliked. “ Un son de voix vulgaire; 
et des expressions triviales aux quelles je ne puis m’ac- 
coutumer. La soirée a été lourde and péante, malgré 
les enthousiasmes de M. Thiers sur l'Italie. IL m'a 
paru très frappé de Valençay, ct je les crois tous fort 
aisés d’y être. Heureusement le temps est beau; je 
n'ai jamais tant invoqué le soleill”10 With Thiers 
Madame la Duchesse was visibly impressed. “He speaks 
much of his forty years and of the coldness of age. But 
I pay no heed to this; if provoked, he could easily cross 
swords.” 1 To the hostess, 23 to so many others, it 
vwras an odd family, and she was not sorry when they were 
gone. 


1837 had given Thiers new ideas, and 1838 saw them 
put into operation. Again the ménage Thiers-Dosne 
set out for Florence, and again Thiers revelled in the 
past. This time, however, he had returned with a very 
definite Para that was already under way. Italy had 
enthralled him, but not in the way that one might 
expect. It is strange, indced, when one considers his 
early revolutionary background, that his sympathies 
were not arouscd by the spirit of the Risorgimento, 
echoes of which must have reached him at Florence. 
In fact, even in later years, with one brief exception, 
Thiers was never an enthusiastic friend of Young Italy. 
Perhaps his previous experiences with French Liberals 
and their Italian conspirators, account for this fact. 
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Nor was he attracted at first by the strictly classical 
age. While sojourning in Florence, it was the age of 
de Medicis that first captivated him, and it was their 
history that inspired him. His letters to France announced 
the fact that he had begun work on a History of Florence. 
This was not a sudden resolve, for there is evidence that 
this project may have been in his mind before 1838. In 
two of his earlier addresses, there are obvious references 
to Florentine history _ Apparently the Consulate and 
the Empire was not sufficient to occupy the remarkably 
active mind of this young man of the world! With 
the aid of a secretary, he might carry on researches in 
another field. One Giuseppe Canestrini, who had been 
highly recommended to him, was employed to go to 
Florence, and collect the material that Thiers indicated. 
The faithful secretary was first charged with the purchase 
of books that he forwarded to Thiers, wherever he hap- 
ques tobe1* Ofthese there must have been a quantity, 
or there is a large collection in his personal library, and 
one bill made out to Swa Excellenza Il Signore Baron 
Thiers lists six hundred and fifty volumes, valued at 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty-six francs, 
and weighing in total two hundred and twenty poundks ! 14 
The busy little historian consulted and annotated exten- 
sively Malespini, Villani, Machiavelli, Machionne di 
Coppe Stefani, Muratori and countless other authorities.'s 
But there were problems that these secondary works 
could not answer. Hercin lay the usefulness of Canes- 
trini, who consulted Florentine scholars, and delved into 
the libraries and archives. This was history-making 
de luxe, and the fortune of the Dosnes must have been 
called in to pay part of the expenses attendant upon 
his labour. To judge by the mass of notes accumulated 
by Thiers, the Florentine History must have been well 
under way, when politics intervened, and the project 
was finally abandoned.14 
‘While this historical undertaking was never completed, 
the researches were not lost, for they brought the historian 
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again under the charm of Renaissance art. His previous 
experience in the criticism of paintings in the Salons 
of 1822 and 1824, served as a preparation for what was 
to come, and it was during this interim of freedom from 
ministerial duties, that he began the practice of collecting 
painting and sculpture. But copies they were, and poor 
copies at that. 


“If I had wanted to buy pictures, I should have 
been bankrupt; my small fortune would have been 
swallowed up. I bought two or three originals, 
but they were of little value, and I stopped. Even if 
I had had the wealth of our greatest financiers at 
my disposal, I would not have done much more. 
Look, now, at the celebrated collections of our time. 
Those that cost enormous sums, do they give you 
cren a suggestion of that delight that you experienced 
at Florence, Rome, Madrid, Vienna, or Dresden ? 
Certainly not! Eh bien / it was the memory of so 
many lovely things that pursued me, distressed me 
ceaselessly, and that gave me the idea of this petit 
musée, so complete, that surrounds me.” 17 


And s0 the much-frequented hotel of the Place Saint- 
Georges became a petit musée for those gigantic reproduc- 
tions in oil, plaster, and bronze, that delighted the heart 
of the little bourgeois. 

As time went on, however, he became more catholic 
in his tastes, and then it was that he made the amazing 
discovery that there were other periods as great as the 
Renaissance, and other civilizations than the Italian. 
Once he delivered himself of the following pronounce- 
ment : 


“The true barbarians are those who call the rest 
batbarians, those who think that they possess the 
exclusive monopoly of art and of taste. When you 
read Sanscrit and Chinese you discover admirable 
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poetry; do you think for a minute that a country 
can have poëets and not have painters? While we 
must respect the Greebs as being first in all these 
things, yet we must open the doors to all the world, 
and allow each people to display its attainments. ... 
God has not disinherited any part of the universe. 
One country possesses the sense of form, another 
that of colour; one has inherited philosophy, and 
another some other wonderful accomplishment.” :* 


So far his work in preparation for the History of 
Florence had carried him; it brought him back to his 
interest in art. But it gave him as well a new ambition 
for a new undertaking. In later years he acknowledged 
that his studies in Florence had led him to plan a complete 
history of the art of the world! 1% That is why, at the 
Place Saint-Georges, examples of Chinese workmanship, 
for which he had developed an especial fondness, were 
mingled with Italian, Greek, Roman, Persian, Japanese, 
Russian, and Indian. To acquire this variegated collection, 
he expended large sums of money and considerable mental 
effort, for he was an intelligent collector ; no matter over 
how wide a range of interests his collecting extended, 
he was at pains to cover it with reading and careful study. 
In a niche beside his bed, where stood, incidentally, a 
camp-bed belonging to Napoleon, was a library as exten- 
sive and as varied as his objets d'art, There might be 
found the Bible, the Koran, Horace, Plautus, the Sayin, 
of Buddha, Bossuet, Calculus, Astronomy, Machiavelli, 
and La Mennais. În brief, the petit musée of his home 
became a monument to that extraordinary multiplicity 
of interests that filled the life and thoughts of this little 
statesman en reéraite and connaisseur à Poccasion. And it 
was during the interval between his first and second 
Ministries that he allowed his whims and fancies to have 
full sway. To his friends, his enthusiasms at this time 
were delightful, but they made him an easy target for 
his enemies, and the latter delighted to call attention 
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to these newest vagaries of Thiers. Chateaubriand, for 
example, remarked : ‘“ Du reste, M. Thiers mêle à des 
mœurs inférieures un instinct élevé; tandisque les survi- 
vants féodaux, devenus cancres, se sont fait régisseurs 
de leurs terres, lui, M. Thiers, grand seigneur de la 
Renaissance, voyage en Athéus, achate sur les chemins 
des objets d’art et ressuscite la prodigalité de l'antique 
aristocratie ! ? 1° 

The pursuit of studies in art and in Florentine history, 
however, was not without interruption. There was 
an obligation to his publishers that was still unfulfilled ; 
the Hisiory of the Consulate and the Empire had not yet 
been written. How much he actually accomplished 
with the latter during these years of comparative absten- 
tion from politics, is uncertain. In 1837 he had visited 
Jerome Bonaparte, and had obtained what he could from 
that Prince. After that, there is silence as far as the 
French history is concerned, until 1838, when the stay 
in Florence was nearing its end. ‘Then it was that 
Thiers received an interesting piece of news, that decided 
him to make a bold stroke. He had consulted Revolution 
in the person of a Bonaparte, and lo ! here was an oppor- 
tunity to consult Reaction in the form of its leader, 
Metternich himself. 

When the young Thiers heard that Metternich was 
resting at Como, he packed off his family, the delicate 
wife, and the indelicate Madame Dosne, and to Como 
they went. À pretext for this journey was not lacking. 
The Thiers had been invited to attend che celebrations in 
connection with the coronation of the Emperor Ferdi- 
nand 25 Lombardo-Venetian King, and it was with this 
as an excuse that the Thiers-Dosne ménage approached 
the temporary retreat of Metternich, the great statesman. 
There, at Como, on August 26, the bourgeois who ten 
years previously had never met with Royalty, encountered 
the Prince who had been his greatest enemy in Europe, 
and the most faithful watch-dog of the old aristocracy.f1 

The conversation must have been interesting. ‘@ne 
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can easily imagine the curiosity of those who witnessed 
the meeting of the two. Monsieur Thiers, nothin, 
daunted, plunged at once into the breach, and assur 
Metternich that the real purpose of his visit had been 
to meet the Prince. In fact, as soon as he had retired 
from the Government, he had vowed to avail himself 
of the earliest opportunity. He wished to reassure the 
Prince as to one particular matter; he had renounced 
for ever a political career and was resolved to spend the 
remainder of his days in literary pursuits! It is related 
by an onlooker, that the old statesman to whom these 
remarks were addressed, did not appear to receive this 
last declaration too seriously. After these preliminaries 
on Thiers part, Metterniche took the lead in the con- 
versation. He tried to keep it off the domain of politics. 
He discoursed on a great variety of subjects. His talk, 
however, did not appear to interest his interviewer, 
for Metternich relates,  Perceiving that my discourses 
on the arts and remarkable vegetation of the country 
only interested him moderately, Î embarked on the sub- 
ject of the philosophy of society. This topic exhausted, 
mon interlocuteur jumped pat into politics.” ** Monsieur 
Thiers wished to make an explanation of his foreign policy 
during his late administration. In spite of apparent 
differences, there were certain points of agreement 
between himself and Monsieur Merternich! Monsieur 
Thiers desires to assure His Excellency that now he is 
entirely without parti pris. This assertion gave the 
veteran an opportunity to deliver to his young interviewer 
a long sermon on the evils of the liberal Opposition in 
Europe. 

At this point the conversation ended, but it was not 
without result. Metternich now recognized the genius 
,0f the man whom formerly he had despised, and the 

/ agile Thiers had made a wedge into the wall of reserve 

that the older man had tried to throw around himself. 

© At a later date, the Prince was to open to his young 

acquaintance all the resources of his mind, and those 
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of the Archives at Vienna as well. At least, a trail had 
been blazed on the way to information for the History 
of the Consulate and the Empire. Following this inter- 
view, the Thiers returned to Paris, and soon the calls 
of his various Muses were drowned by the clamours of 
the Opposition in the Chamber. 

During the greater part of the years 1836-38, Thiers | 
had been absent from France, and had repeatediy declared 
that he did not want to hear of politics. Nevertheless, 
in spite of these protestations, his friends had continued 
to keep him well informed as to the condition of affairs 
in France. Mignet had kept him en rapport with every- 
thing; Madame Dosne had been receiving her usual 
batch of political correspondence and newspaper clip- 
pre, which she had studied s0 assiduously, and Thiers 

imself, again a Deputy, had made it 4 point to be present 
at the openings of Parliament, and at the most important 
debates. Until the latter part of 1838, however, he 
had not felt that his continued presence in Paris was 
necessary. lt was only upon the return from Como, 
that he began again to devote himself almost exclusively 
to studying and participating in, a very peculiar situation 
that was developing between the Crown and the Chamber 
of Deputies. Ît was a situation that made its first 
sppariee after the resignation of Thiers in September 
1836. 

This overthrow, it will be recalled, had not been 
accomplished by the Chamber. In fact, when his Council 
retired, the Deputies were not even in session, having 
been 1djourned on July 12. Leuis Philippe and his 
President had parted company because they could 
not-agree on question of policy în regard to Spain 
and Portugal. In other words, it was an affair of royal 
Prerogative, in which the King had won. Consequently, 
that monarch was determined to retain the power that 
he had gained, and this decision made the selection of 
a new President a very difficult problem. It was with 
his own power in mind, that the choice of the King 
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finally fell on Count Molé, who was a man of the 
Empire and not of the Docirine. 

e composition of the new Council was of the sort 
to satify the King. The presence of Duchâtel, de 
Rémusat, Guizot, and the ever-faithful Montalivet 
assured Louis of the sympathy of the Government, and 
he expected them to do his will, and relieve him from the 
embarrassments in which Thiers had left him. To accom- 
plish this task, Molé set about to undo the work of his 
trash predecessor in regard to Spain. France must be 
disarmed, and 50 the army on the Pyrenees was disbanded. 
As a gage of the intention of the King to remain strictly 
conservative, the President then negotiated successfully 
the mariage of the Duc d'Orléans to Helène of Mecklen- 
burg. These two acts restored the confidence of the 
more reactionary Powers of Europe, while even in France 
the Doctrinaires applauded. The support of the latter 
augured well, for Molé needed a majority. But the 
adherence of the Doctrins was destined to be of short 
duration. While Guizot remained in the Ministry 
they were loyal, but when re of the Interior 
fell vacant, and the King refused to transfer Guizot from 
the Ministry of Public Instruction, the former” allies 
became cold to Molé, and upon Guizot’s resignation, 
they joined with him in the demand that the King recall 
Brogle and Thiers. To this request Louis refused to 
give an car, and the breach between the Government 
and the Doctrine became a fact, Molé must find new 
supporters and sympathizers. 

Both the King and his President felt that this would 
be a comparatively easy thing to do, for at the beginning 
of his administration, Molé had announced a general 
policy of conciliation, which implied the abandonment 
of the repressive measures that Fa been instituted by 
the men of the Périer school. On June 10, 1837, the 
Government celebrated the wedding of the Duc d'Orléans 
Mise a general amnesty to the Republicans. From 

neva and from England, the banished Liberals poured 
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into Paris. At the same time, Molé tried to conciliate 
the bourgeoïic by encouraging the development of 
industry and commerce. To him is due the credit for 
the development of Modern France. It was under his 
direction that wise measures were undertaken to con- 
struct bridges, canals, highways, and railroads. The 
material prosperity of the oun, vas considerably 
advanced; within her boundaries, France appeared to 
be content and the Opposition was silent, 

The success of the Ministry had not been limited to 
internal policies, however. The joint efforts of France 
and En, Pnd had saved Belgium and Greece, and had 
even aided the cause of oppressed Italy. In the latter 
case, Molé had withdrawn the troops sent by Périer to 
Ancon:, on the condition that Austria should draw in 
her lines. On the surface, the years 1836-38 had been 
happy years; Molé was à wise and able administrator. 
He was à po peacemaker, but he did not know how to 
fight a parliamentary war, and under the surface à storm 
was brewing, born in great part of petty jealousies, that 
veiled what should have been a patriotic approval of some 
of Molé* wise plans. The storm centre was the King 
and his President, and the source was the Chamber of 
Deputies. 

Molé did not represent any large faction in the 
Chamber, and he Had) not been called by them. He had 
been selected by the King, while Guizot, a real leader, 
had been ignored.  According to the saying of the time, 
Molé was the Kings valet. To many, his Council 
appeared to have no legal right for existence, for Thiers’ 

abinet had not been overthrown by a vote of the 
Chamber, but by the desire of the King. These two 
objections gave a semblance of reason to the remarks of 
those who declared that the fundamental principle of a 
parliamentary system, on which the July Monarchy had 
been founded, was violated. This last criticism was made 
by the cohorte of Guizot and Thiers. 

At first, however, ncither onc of the leaders participated 


255 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


very much in the growing opposition. In December 
186, itistrue, Them in ke Li as Deputy from the 
Bouches-du-Rhône, was present for the eg of the 
Chamber, but this was quite natural, for he mew that 
the discussion would revolve around the policies of his 
Cabinet. When the matter of a Reply to the Address 
from the Throne was broached, he did not hesitate to 
defend his former policies, and to attack those that Molé 
had substituted for them. He characterized the Count’s 
attitude to pus as ei to the Treaty of 1834, and 
contrary to the principles of his own Government. He 
branded his methods as feeble and cowardly.®3 Before his 
merciless diatribe, Molé was helpless. Doubtless the new 
President felt much as did Alexis de Tocqueville, who 
remarked of Thiers, Je vous réponds que cet-homme-là 
a le diable dans le corps assurément.” As to Molé, 
when faced with Thiers, the same commentator writes, 
“What was the Ministry doing? lt was disappearing 
from its bench; you would have needed a microscope 
to find it, it Fe been reduced to such infinitesimal 
proportions.” #4 

e discussion of January 14, 1837, told ; it displayed 
the wcalness of Molé, and re-cstablished the influence of 
Thiers. He was on the ground again, and he felt his 
power. From the spring of that year, he began to com- 
mand more and more of a following, and, as his strength 
increased, he was able to dispel the doubts of those who 
had come to suspect him during the preceding year. At 
the same time, a situation was developing in the Chamber 
of Deputies, that would eventually consolidate his power. 
All that he had to do was to remain quiet, and allow the 
affaire to grow. Perhaps, after all, political discretion 
as He as æsthetic interests, advised the sojourns of Thiers 
in Italy. 

The “were, in the main, four cipal factions in the 
Chamber : the Left, the Right, LS Left Centre and the 
Right Centre. Four orators superior by far to all their 
contemporaries, were the leaders of these sections. They 
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were, respectively, Barrot, Berryer, Thiers, and Guizot. 
Of these four, no one was in the Ministry, and all were 
discontented. Jealousy of those in er was one 
reason for their opposition. When the Viscomte de 
Launay lamented : “ How is it that a century that gives 
us such enormous flowers, can only produce great men who 
are so small,” her plaint was not without some justifica- 
tion.45 But disappointed personal ambition was not the 
only cause of their antagonism to the Government. 
Barrot, Left, opposed the Molé régime because it appeared 
to him to be nothing but a feeble repetition of Charles 
X and Polignac, s0 great was the ascendancy of Louis 
Philippe over the President of the Council. Berryer, of 
the other extreme, opposed the Government on Legiti- 
mist grounds. Thiers, Left Centre, saw in the existing 
system a menace to his “ representative monarchy,” while 

e Right Centre under Guizot did not favour the 
Ministry for the same reason. In these four men was 
the nucleus for an enormous Opposition, and what had 
Molé to meet it? Practically, there was nothing left but 
the support of Thiers’ personal enemies. Of the latter, 
there were not a few who were under the leadership of 
Émile de Girardin, journalist and politician. Girardin 
did not trust Thiers” views, and he had suffered much at 
his hands. When the latter had discovered that Girardin 
was opposing his measures, he had taken advantage of an 
erroncous registration to have him disfranchised, and 
from that time, the indignant editor had opposed Thiers 
inthe Press. His attacks had been aidcd by his wife, the 
able Delphine de Girardin, who, under the pseudonym of 
the Viscomte de Launay, wrote clever and scandalous 
accounts of the little statesman and his family. 

It was a time of the reign of personal animosities, and 
Thiers, with all his qualities of political fnesse, knew how 
to exploit the situation and to profit by it. While à 
pearing to avoid as much open controversy as possible, 
and his friends, among them Vivien and Cousin, were 
quietly at work, and as early as 1838, when he returned 

s 


257 


Google 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


from Italy, he evidently felt that he would soon be master 
of the discordant spirits in the Chamber. In February 
of that year, he remarked to Royer-Collard : “ You must 
believe me when I say that I am the only man who is 
capable, powerful, and in condition to dominate this 
situation. Furthermore, I will not enter into power 
until they open both doors to me” #* Even Delphine, 
herself, must acknowledge that at a certain soiré, Thi 
gave every evidence that he was confident in the future : 
“Monsieur Thiers was calm and dignified. He had 
relinquished the practice of going here and there to shake 
hands with everyone. He behaved no longer like an 
affluent elector. He had the attitude that best suited 
him, that of a statesman who had a future ahead of 

im” 17 

The first notable step in the revival of his power, came 
in January 1838, when Fiers again attacked the Govern- 
ment, and when Barrot with his followers from the Left, 
relinquished temporarily their more radical demands, 
and rallicd to his support. During a discussion over the 
Reply to the Address from the Throne, Thiers resumed 
his criticisms of Molé policy in regard to Spain ; on this 
occasion, he actually accused the Court of permitting 
Counter-Revolution to re-establish itself in the Iberian 
Peninsula.*® Such a charge was, of course, one that 
would bring the Barrot Republicans to his side. When 
this alliance with the Left was under way, the advocates 
of a Coalition movement, who were none other than 
Rémusat, de Hauranne, and others of Thiers’ friends, 
brought about a reconciliation of Thiers and Guizot. 
By March 1838, the Coalition of the Left, Left Centre 
and Right Centre was a fait accompli, but it was not a 
union that would sppeal to men of a really sincere frame 
of mind. Royer-Collard characterized the reconciliation of 
Thiers and Guizot as une union impie.: The Viscomte 
de Launay called Thiers à Mirabeau-Mouche, and Guizot 
she apostrophized 25 a glass of sugared water. 

In reality, the Coalition was a union of insincerities. 
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Nevertheless, there were certain reasonable bases for 
the alliance of two such outstanding rivals as the agile 
little leader of the Left Centre and his pedantic colleague 
of the Right Centre. While their differences were great, 
there were certain points of agreement between them, 
and no one was more adept at discovering these happy 
vias medias than Thiers. Îfhe had been able to persuade 
himself that he had much in common with Metternich, 
how much easier it was to make himself and Guizot 
believe that they were working for the same noble purpose! 
And yet, the grounds of their reconciliation had 2 certain 
foundation. 

In 1838 and 1839, while Thiers, as leader of the Left 
Centre, was acting in defence of all progress compatible 
with the principles of the July Monarchy, Guizot became 
the leader of the more conservative. Both were Liberals, 
and both agrecd as to “representative monarchy,” but, 
while Thiers believed that the time had come to change 
it from theory to fact, Guizot was not quite convinced 
of the advisability of such a programme. The one was 
endeavouring to conciliate those whom the Revolution 
of July had offended, and the other was undertaking to 
satisfy all those who were more exactingly conservative in 
their interpretation of the word “ democracy.” Of the 
two, Thiers, of course, was the bolder. In brief, he would 
have had a Conservative policy carried out by Liberals, 
while his rival desired to see a Liberal policy carried out 
by Conservatives.%! But in 1839, these fine similarities in 
pe of differences, were not so apparent ; it was only after 

ages 1840 that they became so marked. 

e plan of the Coalition was not a complicated plot. 
They sought to drive out Molé by the accusations that 
they brought to bear against his administration. Briefy, | 
these charges were put forth in six s] es that Thiers 
delivered during the month of January 1839. On ‘ 
January 7, the Repiy tothe Throne came up for discussion. 

el 


À propos to this debate, Guizot arose to justify the Coali- 
tion on the ground that it had been der patriots, 
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who believed that the policy of the existing Ministry was 
detrimental to the country and to the throne. To this, 
Molé replied by calling to mind the undoubted material 
benefits that his policy had brought to France. After 
the President’s defence, Thiers mounted the Tribune, 
and opposed to Molés thesis, the supineness of the 
Government in regard to Spanish affairs, and the resultant 
coldness of England, because France had not co-operated 
with her and observed the engagements of che Quadruple 
Alliance of 1834. This policy, he declared, was losing 
to France an ally, and allowing England a predominance in 
Spain, that was a blot on French honour. The speaker, 
however, did not confine himself te forcign affairs. He 
went further and denounced the laissez-aller policy of the 
President in regard to the Radical, citing the general 
amnesty in particular, which, he declared, had resulted 
in the revived propaganda of the Radicals throughout 
France. Within and without, the dignity and influence 
of the throne had been jeopardized.#t By a second 
pe on January 9, anent the same matter of the Reply, 

jers reduced Molé to a state of inarticulate helplessness 
by a rapid succession of ridicule, that made the Chamber 
rock with laughter.## "The subsequent speeches concerned 
the question of Belgium, and the fact that France had 
been left out of the final settlement, and the evacuation 
of Ancona by the French troops.#4 The next of his 
January tirades was a brilliant résumé of the reasons for 
the coldness of the English to France, the blame of which 
he laid entirely at Molé”s door, while his last speech raised 
the question 28 to whether the Ministry had been acting 
according to the principles of parlismentary govern- 
[ment.%# "In brief, there was not à single phase of the 
Molé régime that Thiers did not touch upon. 

Refreshed and inspired by his sojourns in Italy, the 
little statesman had returned to Paris with more than his 
normal accumulation of energy. He was tireless in his 
effort. Eighteen more times he inveighed against the 
Government, and twelve times Guizot brought his more 
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serious and pedantic oratory into play. Between them, 
they weakened the power of the President. Urged on 
by the growing animosity of the public, the Coalition 
redoubled its efforts. The tide was fast turning against | 
the Ministry, and in a desperate effort to save this Cabinet, * 
the King consented to call for new elections. These 
resulted overwhelmingly against the Government, and on | 
March 8, 1839, Molé resigncd. 

The collapse of the Molé Cabinet brought Louis 
Philippe face to face with a difficult problem. He must 
yield to the Opposition, but he was determined at first 
not to select any one of their leaders to head a Council. 
Consult with them he must, and as Thiers was really astride 
the Coalition, he turned reluctantly to him. How far 
away the time must have seemed when the King had said : 
“ You are the man with whom I prefer to discuss affairs 1 
It was a disgruntled King who now summoned the little 
bourgeois Deputy of Aix. Louis was the vanquished, 
and Thiers the victor. 

Many and long were the communications that passed 
between them* After several unsuccessful attempts 
the King was brought to ask Thiers to sit in a new Cabinet, 
but the latter was unwilling to accept. He refused to be 
subordinate to another who was not of his own party of 
the Coalition. He urged the appointment of Barrot, 
but to this suggestion the King turned a deafear. Thiers 
was adamant to his almost pitiful entreaties. He was 
inpatient with the King, and he had too much else to do. 

uring the crisis of March, his activities were tre- 
mendous. ‘To the palace he must go to interview an 
anxious King, to the Chamber to safeguard and exhort 
his uncertain flock, and then he would return to the 
Place Saint-Georges, where Madame-Mère, his precocious 
mother-in-law, had been entertaining important callers 
during his absence, promising them favours, secretaryships, 
and embassies. Even when her famous son-in-law 
appeared, this lady would not withdraw, but would 
remain for the interesting conversation that followed ; 
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and, if she disagreed with her illustrious gendre, she would 
not hesitate to remonstrate with him.*? Then, too, there 
were interesting little seances dans l'intimité, when from 
his study he directed his cohorts, and set into operation 
measures to control the opinion of his constituents. 
Through friendship, or through business relations, he was 
dictator to the Yournal des Débats, Constitutionnel, Siècle, 
Messager, Courier Français, and other papers. Balzac 
describes à matinée chez Thiers during the year 1839, in 
the following fashion : 


“Every morning, Messieurs Cardonne, Grimaldi, 
Boilay, Veron, Walewiki, Léon Faucher, Chambolle 
came to the rue Saint-Georges, to the hotel of 
Monsieur Thiers, to receive their orders, and to be 
informed what kind of articles to write. Monsieur 
Thiers was aided by two of his assistants, Messieurs 
Martin and Saïnty; the task of the latter was very 
difficult, being to translate into good French what- 
ever Monsieurs Thiers wrote. ere, with Madame 
Dosne presiding, the cakes that were to be swallowed 
by the public, were buttered.” 28 


Balzac, who was a friend of the Girardins, was for that 
reason, very hostile to Thiers, but there was a hint of the 
truth in what he wrote. Thiers as a Deputy, bchaved 
much like 2 general and exercised à very real sway. In 
1839, so great was his power that, dHhoumh only a Deputy, 
he was able to prevent the presentation at the Cémedie 
Française, of L'Ecole des Fournalistes, a travesty of himself 
and of Midame Dosne. 

Among the conferences held by the Deputy of the 
Bouches-du-Rhône, was a dinner given by him to the 
leaders of the Opposition on March 19, just when 
the crisis was at its height. There, the great men of the 
Chamber met for the purpose of drawing up an ideal 
programme for the future Ministry, the composition of 
which was still in doubt. Some of the clauses in this 
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document are significant. “The new Ministry, repre- 
senting the opinions of the Left Centre, will not pro- 
claim itself the continuator of the Ministry just resigned.” 
“The laws of September will be maintained “ No pro- 
position for electoral reform will be made for the present ; 
that question will be left for the future” Tlus latter 
agreement removed the principal difference between 

hiers and Guizot. “ No armed intervention during the 
present condition of affairs in Spain, but in the event of 
serious incidents, the Cabinet reserves a complete liberty 
of action.” 3 

Naturally, such a programme was not the sort to appeal 
to the King, and in spite of their elaborate preparations, 
the Coalitionists were not called upon to form a new 
Cabinet. In place of one of their number, Louis 
Philippe selected Marshal Soult, who undertook to find 
colleagues acceptable to the Chamber. This effort 
required two months of searching. At first, acting upon 
the King’s instructions, he sought out Thiers, but the 
latter replied that, since the King had declined to accept 
the programme of the Coilition, he could not be expected 
to make any further sacrifice of his opinions than he had 
already made# The sacrifice to which he referred, was 
the fact that he had consented to a postponement of 
electoral reform in order to maintain Fe alliance with 
Guizot, 

At the same time that the parliamentary crisis was at 
its height, another matter of serious import developed. 
In his speech of January 7, Thiers had signalled the revival 
of Radical agitations, and had ascribed it to the unwise 
amnesty policy of Molé. Just at the critical moment, 
his remarks were justified. The Republican-Socialists, 
freed from the ban of the Government, became active 
again. Ît was à return to the Radical club movement of 
the earlier ’thirties; the followers of Buonarrotis 
principles had organized a new society known as the 
“ Seasons.” The leaders of this organization were Blan- 
qui, Barbès, and Trélat, all of whose names had been made 
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familiar to the police in August 1830. Previous to Molés 
retirement, they had resumed their familiar practice of 
demonstration, and on May 12 they quite outdid them- 
selves. À small riot in the rue Saint-Martin became a 
revolt that resulted in an attempt to gain control of the 
Hôtel de Ville, the seat of municipal authority in Paris. 
Although this movement was checked in time, it was 
serious enough to alarm the more conservative of the 
Deputies, who beheld in this affair, a dangerous result 
of the general ill feeling against the Government, that had 
been aroused by the influence of the Coalition. Many 
deserted Molé and his opponents, and left them to fight 
out their quarrel alone. Ps went over to the support 
of Soult, in an effort to put down the unhappy divisions 
that had been duc in great part to the personal intcrests 
of Thiers, Guizot, Barrot and Dupin. But neither the 
new Ministry nor the Conservative group that rallied to 
it, was able to silence the passions that the speeches of 
these four men had aroused in the provinces. Taught by 
the latter, many Frenchmen had come to regard the 
policy of the Government during the last three years, 
as one degrading to France. They demanded the 
regeneration of the country through the formation of a 
Coalition Cabinet. Asa ra pous power was wcak 
and uncertain. But this was the only effect of the 
antipathies to the Monarchy, that were aroused by the 
unwise leaders of the Coalition. 

The general discontent made possible the revival of 
the hopes of other parties that, until 1839, had been 
negligible. Among them were the Bonapartists. The 
culte of Napoleon Î began to grow. The pathetic death 
of the Duc de Reichstadt in 1832, had brought the matter 
again before the yes of the public, and the spectacular 
performances of Louis Napoleon, first in Switzerland and 
then, in Strassburg, kept the Bonapartist cause alive in the 
minds of Frenchmen. At the same time, the theatres 
began to produce plays relative to the Empire, and in 
verse, as well as in prose, the Napoleonic legend was 
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becoming a fad. It cannot be denied that an unconscious 
contributor to this movement, was the foremost leader of 
the Coalition, who, when he was not in the Tribune, was 
at his desk in the house on the Place Saint-Georges, 
working away at his History of the Consulaie and tbe 
Empire. And, when, a little later, his romantic 
enthusiasms carried him to the point of proposing to 
bring back to Paris the body of the Emperor Napoleon I, 
ke was only feeding the dangerous tendencies that were 
already prevalent in France. For once in his life Thiers, 
the apostle of what he called “common sense,” must 
Have been deaf to its appcal, when he disregarded the 
cloquent words that Lamartine delivered before the 
pete anent the proposal to bring Napoleon’s ashes to 
rance : 


“But whether you select Saint-Denis or the 
Panthéon or the Invalides, remember to inscribe on 
this monument, where he must be at one and the 
same time, soldier, Consul, legislator, Emperor; 
remember, Î say, to write the only inscription that is 
possible for this unique man, and for the difficult 
times in which you live : à Napoléon seul l? 

“These three words, while recognising that this 
military genius was unsurpassed, will make it evident 
to France, to Europe, and to the worid that, while 
this generous nation honours her great men, still, she 
Inows how to distinguish their faults from their 
services . . . she knows even how to distinguish 
them from their party, and from those who become 
a menace in their name; and that, when she raises 
this monument, and as a nation reccives within it 
this great memoty, she does not desire to see arising 
from these ashes, war, tyranny, prétendants, and 
imitators ! ? 4 


How true were thesé words of the “ solitary orator of 


the Chamber ” ! The future fortunes of Louis Napoleon 
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were founded and grounded in the divisions aroused 
throughout France, by the dügruntled leaders of the 
Coalition. 

As is s0 often the case, at the time only one man sees 
ahead, and the rest are blinded by the brilliancy of their 


particular enthusiasms and ambitions. Conse- 
quentiy, while many of their followers rallied to the King 
in the of establishing peace and concord in the 


country, the ruthless parliamentary leaders continued the 
policy of hacking their way to power, by spreading 
dissatisfaction among their constituents. “ France is dis- 
graced and isolated in Europe,” they cried. And the 
Provinces took up the echo. Ît was the development of a 
situation in the Near East, that gave an appearance of 
truth to their slogan, and that presented 10 their leader, 
Thiers, the opportunity to re-enter into power through 
wide-open dors. 

For some time England, the ally of France, had been 
watching anxiously the increase of Russian power in the 
Balkans and at Constantinople. The Treaty of Unkiar 
Skelessi, 1833, bound the Tsar and the Sultan in a de- 
fensive alliance of the most intimate character. B; ie 
Russia enjoyed an almost exclusive influence at 
santinople._ Bar England, roo, had made gains in an 
easterly direction. Her influence in the lonian Islands 
was supreme, and in Grecce British POWEr was extensive. 
These advantages had whetted the appetites of commercial 
England, and now, British merchants, under the ægis of 
Palmerston, were casting their eyes on Trebizond, and 
even, on the great Porte itself. Then it was that a 
querel between the Sultan and his ambitious vassal, 

chemet-Ali, Pasha of Egypt, gave England an oppor- 
tunity to offset the rival power of Russia. 

Mehemet desired to extend his rule into Syria, and his 
efforts in that direction had met with such success, that 
the Porte had finally decided to make parc by offering 
to invest him with the hereditary power in that district. 
This arrangement would have raised the Pasha to a 
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position practically independent of the Sultan, Here 
was the spporuntr of the astute Palmerston; a pro- 
posal to help the Sultan and to mediate for him, might 
cause the pe of Turkish favour to swing from Russia 
to England. The first move was to sound out France; 
if that country agreed to the proposal, England would 
be free to act. In the meantime, the Tsar, scenting 
a danger to his own influence, attempted a specdy 
accommodation between the Porte and t, but this 
effort of Russia was checked when Soult declared that the 
Feyprian matter was not an erclusively Russian affair, 
and that France and all the other nations of Europe 
had a right to cpu in the negotiations. So far, 
England and France had acted in agreement, but at 
this point, discord developed between the two countries. 
Palmerston planned to win the Sultan by snubbing the 
Pasha, and to this plan France refused her consent. The 
Pasha had given the latter country many commercial 
privileges, and was very popular among Frenchmen. His 
pularity, incidentalhy, had been increased and spread 
the influence of Thiers, who regarded him as a second 
apoleon, and who saw in de Egypt question an 
opportunity for France to regain her lost prestige in 

‘estern Europe polity. 

When, therefore, Soult showed signs of yielding to 
Palmerston’s scheme of enubbing the Pasha, the Opposi- 
tion demanded that he assume the contrary attitude. 
The fight was on. To all appearances it was the fight of 
Thiers for himself, for many of the important Coalition 
supporters deserted him. Again, in parliamentary 
debate that ensued, he made the charge that the Minis- 
terial Council was timid and subservient to England. 
His accusation had at least the appearance of truth, and 
he was quite certain of a majority. In fact, he had felt 
confident of his position ever since June 1839, and in this 
belief his friends, and especially the faithful and cautious 
Mignet, concurred.i# Lx many he had become the 
embodiment of French patriotism, and he was praised as 
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the man who sought to revive the honour of France. 
The municipal council of Aix voted to erect a monument 
toits Deputy : “ le premier parmi les hommes d'Etat.” 43 
With the certainty of victory, in January 1840, Thiers 
mounted the Tribune to attack again the policy of 
the Government. It was a still more experienced and 
adroit orator who now commenced his final drive to 


power. 


“ At the last séance of the Chamber of Deputies, 
where he (Thiers) staged his discourse-act, you would 
have beheld him ascend the Tribune with 2 con- 
strained and discontented mien. Why? Because 
it was late and the Chamber was already deserted, 
and Monsieur Thicrs does not like to raïse the curtain 
and perform before empty benches. Fe must have 
about him voices that respond to his voice, faces that 
animate him, and hands that applaud. Then he is 
in the Tribune. Beside him, not the usual parlia- 
mentary glass of water, but a glass of water and wine, 
to make his voice stronger and more penetrating. 
He begins by speaking so low that you can scarcely 
hear him. His voice will return when the time 
comes; Quintus Sextus will throw away his crutches. 
The quality that is the peculiar characteristic of 
Monsieur Thiers as an orator, can hardly be called his 
eloquence, for that word has too majestic a meaning ; 
itis rather something vivid, easy, flowing, and familiar 
that he alone employs. He does not pose, and so he 
is free in his movements, and he appears to be the 
least embarraised person in the world. When he 
finds that the attention of his hearers is distracted, 
he retraces his steps ; he is so sure of himself that he 
asserts and repeats the same things almost in the 
same words, without fearing to annoy his hearers. 
Monsieur Thiers never employs figures or metaphors. 
He uses the words for what they are worth and does 
not change them from their ordinary meaning. This 
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familiarity of language is, perhaps, one of the most 
important reasons for his success.” # 


It was probably such an impression as the above that 
he made when, on January 13, he directed a last blow at 
the ministerial combination that had replaced Molé.ts 
Soult’s policy in regard to Palmerston and Egypt appeared 
weak and dangerous to the Opposition. They were 
determined to overthrow him on the slightest provocation. 
Accordingly, when the Ministry proposed a Bill that 

rovided for the dowry of the King's son, the Duc de 

lemours, Thiers and his cohorts arose to take this occasion 
to force Soult to retire by refwsing a measure so dear 
to the heart of Louis Philippe. The dot was the occasion ; 
the real cause was the tion of Palmerston and the 
minister. France must act by herself, the Coalition had 
said. They did not wish to go so far as war, they only 
desired to overthrow what they regarded as a spineless 
and subservient Ministry. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
THE SECOND MINISTRY (1840) 


Tue refusal of a dowry to the Duc de Nemours was not 
meant as an act of hostility to the royal family of France. 
At least, that was not the intention of the majority who 
opposed the measure of Soult. To their Fninda, the nie 
favourable vote was only an expression of final dispproval 
of the latter’s policies in general. Both Louis Philippe 
and his President of the Council had tried to respond to 
the desire of the nation for a cruly active foreign policy, 
but their efforts had not taken the direction that the 

ple had been led to desire. When French civilians 
in Mexico and in the Argentine had been ill-treated, the 
Government had blockaded the ports of the offending 
Powers. When a revolt led by Abd-el-Kader had broken 
out in Algiers, the Government had undertsken to put it 
down. Even when Russia had sent Monsieur de Brünow 
to London to negotiate an entente with England, Soult 
had appointed Guizot to counteract Russian influence at 
the Court of St. James and to prevent a settlement of the 
Mchemet-Ali matter without consideration of France. 
But to the minds of many in the Chamber and in the 
provinces, these were fecble attempts to make French 
opinion respected in Europe, and the country was not 
satisfied, with the result that the Coalition triumphed 
by a vote of two hundred and trenpa to two hundred 
and twenty. There had been so little discussion, that the 
Ministry itself was astonished at the defeat. It was a 
bewildered President who carried his resignation to a still 
more perplexed King. 

In all times of crisis, the Place Saint-Georges had been 
a rendezvous for the friends and enemies of Thiers. The 
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year 1840 was no exception to the rule. ‘Those who were 
not his sympathizers, called at the house in the hope of 
discovering What was going on and for the purpose of 
consulting and observing that remarkable political baro- 
meter, Madame Dosne, la reine de Paris? February 
again beheld her shining in the political firmament of 
Paris, and her salon became the scene of many important 
discussions. Her son-in-law, she asserts, abstained from 
intrigue, but wherever he and his wife were to be found, 
there were groups of aspirants praising the wit of the 
Deputy from the Bouches-du-Rhône and flattering his 
charming lady? At this time, it was in the salons of others 
that Madame Thiers shone; at the Place Saint-Georges, 
it was her mother who was the centre of attraction. 
There Madame-Mére talked with men of all party colours, 
and learned what her precious gendre was expected to do. 

By the twenty-second of February, there were signs 
that the latter might again be called to head a Council. 
On that very day, Thiers informed Madame Dosne that 
his name was on the list of every possible ministerial 
combination. Out of the confusion, he would be sure 
+0 draw some sort of a plum* He consulted with Molé 
and with Broglie, but found that he could not agrec with 
the one, and that the other had given up politics. The 
King had even intimated that he was desirous of talking 
with the Deputy, but Thiers had resolved not to go to 
the Tuilieries unless he was commanded. At last, on 
February 25, the expected summons came.‘ One can 
easily imagine the touching family scene at the Place 
Saint-Georges; the joyful tears of Madame Dosne, the 
anxious looks of the lovely and delicate Madame Thiers, 
and the confident, placid air with which the leader of the 
Coalition set out to obey the summons of his King. The 
result of this interview and others that followed upon it, 
was the Second Ministry of Adolphe Thiers. 

There can be no question but that he was glad to grasp 
again the power, and there can be no doubt that he 
manœuvred to obtain it. Nevertheless, there is another 

272 


Google 


Drignai from 


Digtirea by Google UNIVERSITY GF MICHIGAN 





Davurens CaRTOUX 07 THIERS THE STATESMAN, 





» Google 


THE SECOND MINISTRY 


reason for his second elevation. It was expresed by the 
Viscomte de Launay in terms that are not entirely 
flattering : 


“To be fair to Monsieur Thiers, he is not the only 
one who loves to be minister, and if he manages to 
become one 50 often, it is because he has as accomplice 
all the active part of the nation, of which he is the 
natural leader and the true representative. Wearcan 
envious people who love to make fun of our masters, 
we allow ourselves to be led only by those whom 
we really disdain. We resemble those husbands 
who, blindly jealous of their independence, resist 
the counsels of their wives, and follow the caprices 
of their mistresses. They defy the former because 
ser recognize their common-sense and fear their 
authority. They obey the latter without reilizing 
it, for they find them unworthy to command. The 
superiority of the wives is their weakness and the 
mediocrity of the mistresses determines their power. 
... We are frank Republicans who hate all crowns 
—crowns of kings, of counts, crowns of laurel, crowns 
of ivy, even haloes of purity. We are jealous 
democrats who hate all nobilities: nobilities of 
birth, conduct, and of senws. We suspect every man 
who has a distinguished air. À great superiority is 
unbearable, unless we can ridiculeit and belittleit. In 
France, we love Monsieur Thiers precisely because 
he is poorly born, poorly madc, sl poorly brought 
up, and because of that, we forgive him for being 
intelligent and for having talents and generous 
sentiments. It is his faults that make his virtues 
endurable | 


In spite of the hostility that inspired this comment, 
there is a grain of truth in what Delphine De Girardin 
wrote. The fact that Thiers had so obscure an origin, 
was one reason for his continued success and popularity. 
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But that is not to say that the Ministry of February 1840 
was received with any great show of enthusiasm. There 
were many who were sceptical, and foremost among these 
was the King himself. 

À vote of the Chamber had forced Louis Philippe to 
«all into his Government some of the very men who had 
tried to put an obstacle in the way of the marriage of his 
second son. Consequently, he did not greet his new 
minister with any great show of cordälity. “ Well, 
Messieurs, I am forced to endure you and to submit to 
my own dishonour. . . . You force yourselves upon me. 
... You place my children on straw. . . . At last, [am 
a constitutional king, 47 faut bim passer par 124 1 
the King did not actually utter the words, they were at 
least, on the tip of his tongue. And their truth became 
paiafully real to him when Thiers, as President, declared, 
in his speech of March 4, that, under this Ministry, France 
would have a truly constitutional government This 
promet must have filled the royal cup of un- 

ppiness to the brim. But Louis and hà cire were 
not alone in their misery. À constitutional minister and 
a disgruntled King were faced with a dissatisfied Chamber 
of Deputies. 

It had been Molé and Passy who had carried the vote 
of the 226, but neither one of them was included in the 
combination that Thiers and his monarch finally evolved. 
The Left Centre was represented by Pelet de La Lozère 
and Vivien, while the Doctrine or Right Centre could only 
point to Charles de Rémusat. “ Where was Guizot ? ” 
these latter asked. The answer did not please them. 
Monsieur le Président du Conseil had left him at London, 
where he might be valuable, and where he was out of 
Monsieur’: way l_ Left Centre and Right Centre, then, 
were uncertain quantities, as far as a ministerial major 
was concerned. And while the Centre parties frowned, 
the real Democrats of the Left recalled the repressive 
September laws and glowered at the little statesman who 
æould be. President. Fortunately for him, each faction 
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hated the other, and he lost no time in trying to establish 
his control over à divided Legislative. 

His first move was to silence the opposition of the more 
recent social classes by establishing reforms that would 
remove the causes for their complaints, With this in 
mind, he extended the economic measures of the Molé 
régime, by laws relating to factory reforms and to the 
reduction of the National Debt. To the industrials, 
ke threw out the sop of legislation for the increase of 
seaports, for railroad expansion, and for the more rapid 
development of Algiers. When these laws were under 
way, Thiers then ventured to test his strength by forcing 
a vote of confidence on the part ofthe Deputies. It was 
a hazardous experiment, but, like so many other bold 
strokes of his, it succeeded. 

In his initial speech of March 4, the President had pro- 
mised to give, at a later date, a more detailed explanation 
of his policy. The time came to make a specific pro- 
nouncement when Charles de Rémusat, Minister of the 
Interior, proposed 2 mezsure appropriating one million 
francs as a complement to the fonds secrets for 1840. Of 
this question, Thiers decided to make a vote of necessity 
and of confidence. As was the custom, the measure 
was first discussed in committee. The discussion of the 
measure had necessitated the appearance of the President 
before the Committee, and once he was before them, 
these gentlemen began to interrogate him as to the 
specific intentions and sympathies of his Council. To 
their question, Thiers re] Fed that his Cabinet was neither 
Right nor Left, Right Creme Let Cintre Temes 
he asserted, a Ministry of #ransaction, that represented 21l 
parties, 

This statement alarmed the minority who represented 
the Right Centre, and who saw in Thiers’ words an inti- 
mation that he would not follow their dictation. Con- 
sequently they expressed certain reservations in their 
2F roval of the Council, and intimated their fear, that a 

inet whose members had not been selected from the 
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old majority, might make more concession than was 
advisable to the Left, on whose goodwill and support it 
had been dependent when it was created. The hesitation 
of this group, however, did not interfere with the 
measure, and it passed through the Committee without 
difficulty. But, although the majority had signified their 
approval of Rémusat”s Bill, Thiers was not satisfied, for 
he beheld in the hesitation of the Right Centre, an attempt 
to discredit his Ministry in the eyes of all of the Right. 
He reasoned, and correctly, that this partywasmanœuvring 
to form a Coalition against him. We, therefore, the 
Bill was presented to the House, the President took the 
opportunity to make a public definition of his policy, 
and at the same time to persuade the various parties in 
the Chamber to unite behind him. He was hunting a 
majority With a vengeance, and the gun that he used was 
the word #ransaction that he had let slip when the matter 
of Rémusat’s request for additional fonds secrets was being 
discussed in committee, The meaning of this word he 
now set about to define. 

It appears that in his own mind Thiers himself was 
transaction, à symbol of the reconciliation of all party 
de and of their consecration to the welfare of 

rance, 


“1 do not believe that there exists (in this Cham- 
ber) one party that is devoted exclusively to order, 
and another that is pledged to disorder. I think 
that all of you who are here desire order, only you 
understand it differently. There is no absolute 
difference between you, then, and, if you to raise 
this difference, what will be the result? You will 
be committing the very mistake that brought about 
the downfall of the Restoration. The Restoration 
believed that if it ever approached the Opposition, 
ifit even discovered one matter of agreement with 
the Opposition, it would be lost. Under this de- 
lusion, it fought a miserable fight and perished. 
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And who was in this Opposition that the Govern- 
ment repulsed? None other than the illustrious 
Casimir Périer, who saved the social order in his 
country. We must have no exclusion. Allow me 
to say thatif, in 1830, 1 threw myself into the arms of 
friends of order, into the midst of those who are called 
the friends of order, I did s0, because I believed that 
order was endangered. Later, my convictions separ- 
ated mefromthem and threw me into the Opposition. 
Messieurs, 1 have seen all of you working for the 
same purpose; I have seen that there is no one (of 
you) who is marked out for order or for disorder, that 
you are all only the friends of the country; and if 
you now seek to introduce this word exclusion, it will 
bring misfortune to him who pronounces it. . . . 1 
believe that, in this Chamber, there are none but good 
citizens, and that what they need, is to be enlightened 
as to each other. Some hold that there are dangers, 
but these are non-existent. Others believe in 

ssibilities that are not yet born. All that you 
Eve to do is to bring about a transaction between 
these (divergent opinions). A Ministry that desires 
to show you the real condition of your minds shall, if 
it is heeded, render à great service.” ® 


The discourse of March 24, appealed to many, who, as 

atriots prime rily, were above all selfish demands of party. 

any of the phrases, however, were not pleasing to the 
Extreme Left, for to the thinking of these gentlemen, 
there was too much angling in more comservative waters. 
Else, why should Casimir Périer be lauded ? And what 
could “possibilities that are not yet born” mean, but 
another delay for electoral reformi Some of the leaders 
ofthe Left were not wonby the eloquence of the President. 
They were coldly réaliste. It was Lamartine who arose 
from among them, to break the spell of the word 
transaction. 


The speech of the poet-politician was not tempered 
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with mercy, and he treated the proposal of reconciliation 
as foolhardy and dangerous. He turned upon Thiers 
and cried dramatically: “ Whence come you? From 
theheart ofour political enemies. Where is your support ? 
Among our adversaries. And without, what forces back 
you? Those that calumniate you with the greatest 
obstinacy.”® Lamartine’s invectives also struck at 
Barrot, and he charged the latter with having betrayed 
the cause of the Left, by his recent approval of the 
formation of the Thiers Ministry when Fe could have 
prevented it. 

The effect was exactly what Thiers desired; Barrot’s 
partisans drew nearer the Ministry. Only a little persua- 
sion was needed, a few promises and a few engagements 
for the more distant future. A slight alteration in the 
September laws that would allow à greater latitude of 
freedom to the newspapers, and the announcement that 
electoral reform would be considered at à later and more 
convenient time, was the price that the President paid 
for the support of Barroë’s section of the Left. It was 
a cheap purchase. Thiers gained his majority, and his 
Cabinet received the vote of confidence that he needed. 


The policy of #ramsaction was introduced principally, 
because the Ministry must turn its attention to a matter 
of foreign affairs that might have grave consequences, if 
France should be suffering from any great divergence of 
opinion. 

Ever since the final settlement of Belgian independence, 
the problem of the Near East had been absorbing more 
andmorethe attentionof the Western European statesmen, 
and when the ambitious Pasha of Egypt set into operation 
his plan to extend his dominions to Syria, all Western 
Europe became alarmed. Asa natural consequence of her 
engagements with the Sultan, Russia had come to the 
side of the Porte at once. Logical as this step was, 
England had become alarmed, and had asserted her right 
to participate in the settlement of the quarrel. There- 
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upon, Russia had opened negotiations with England for 
the purpose of agrestn upon a plan of joint action, and 
the logical result had been that France, fearful of 
losing her already small voice in Mediterrancan affairs, 
began to assert her right to participation in the Sultan 
Pasha controversy. The names of Palmerston, Brünow, 
Pasha, and Sultan had been frequently uttered in dis- 
eussions in the Chamber of Deputies. Even as early as 
1835, Thiers, as Deputy, had advocated à firm stand 
against an Anglo-Russian entente, and had advised, in the 
event of such an alliance, that France give material 
assistance to the Pasha. But in February 1840, he was not 
inclined to believe that such drastic measures would be 
necessary. The King and his President had come to a 
complete understanding, in which they remaincd until 
Palmerston’s antics of July 1840 upset their calculations. 
Before Loui Philippe gave Thiers his commition, he 
had gone over the entire ground carefully, and both of 
them believed that they had foreseen all the possible 
complications that might ariset ‘They were one in 
desiring the maintenance of the Turkish Empire, but at 
the same time, they acknowledged a benevolent interest in 
the cause of Mehemet-Ali, for from the Pasha, France 
had gained considerable trade advantages in Syria, and 
many had come to believe with Thiers, that France would 
never have the preponderance at Constantinople that she 
might have in ÊE. Thiers, in fact, even maintained 
that Alexandria was the logical place for the establishment 
of a French sphere of influence in the Mediterranean. 
Having been convinced of this opinion, Louis Philippe 
and the Cabinet were determined to prevent the crushing 
of the Pasha, by the united efforts of Éceland and Russia. 
In the spring of 1840, however, neither the King nor the 
President believed that it would be necessary to use other 
than diplomatie pressure. They did not think that the 
two Powers would ever resort to arms against Mehemet- 
Ali, and for a time, the policy of the French Government 
consisted in keeping a careful watch on what passed 
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between the young Queen of England and the Tsar. Al 
that official France sought to do, was to gain time4* 
But, if this was to be accomplished, unofficial France must 
be diverted. This the Government attempted to do, by 
entertaining the public with glowing reports of the 
activities of the army in Algiers where the Abd-el-Kader 
revolt was being suppressed, and by the amusing negotia- 
tion of Louis Philippe and Thiers, anent the proposed 
return of the body of Napoleon I to Paris. Ît was à 

opos of the latter affair, that Madame Delphine de 
Girardin launched her remarkable description of Thiers 
as the poetical statesman.”” 


“Your patron, Monsieur Thiers, what is he in 
politics ? À great poet, and thatisall What is he 
seeking in his dreams of government? Poetical 
cffects always. He sends our warships across the scas 
to St. Helena, to demand the ashes of the great 
Emperor, in order that the hero of battles, brought 
back in triumph from the land of exile, may sleep 
under the sky of the fatherland, surrounded by his 
old soldiers. Is that a really serious political idea ? 
No, but it is a poetical conception, full of grandeur. 

“He has constructed a large funeral carriage, that 
in its lugubrious immensity, passed through thestreets 
of Paris, and carried to a glorious tomb the venerable 
relics of the victims of July. ‘The names of the 
Heroes were inscribed on an elegant column from the 
top of which Liberty takes her flight. Is that a 
really serious political programme? No, butitis a 
poetical idea, mythological even, and it is very 
beautiful. 

“He sends to the Pasha, as a mysterious ambas- 
sador, Monsieur le Comte Walewski. Is that a really 
serious political idea? No, but Momieur de 
Walewski in Egypt . . . there is a poetical touch 
that attracts him. 

“ Monsieur Thiers solicits for his young wife the 
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and cordon of Marie Louise ; by dint of persistence 

e obtains it. Is that a political stroke? No, but 

it is a graceful, poctical idea to decorate a pretty, little 

woman with a ribbon white and amaranthine. At 
least, it is a revolutionary idea. 

“Ah! we cannot hear Monsieur Thiers bragging 
about his revolutionary sympathies, without our 
blood boiling! That, to us, is absolutely fatuous. 
He revolutionary? In reality there is not à more 
conservative and retrogressive administrator in the 
world. Monsieur Thiers governs entirely à l’ancienne 
mode, by means of a state dhicee, acabinet roire,all the 
old traditions of police, all the old practices of the 
bureaux, all the antiquated decorum of the minis- 
tries; great magnificence, fine dinners, obsequious 
bows before ambassadors; diamond orders, red 
sashes, all the old frippery of the Empire, minus the 
glory, and of the Restoration, minus the dignity. 
Às well, not one reform, not one new idea; of che 
development of democracy, not a word ; of electoral 
reform, not a word; of the agricultural interests, 
not an idea; of the welfare of the people, not 2 
thought. What would you! These things are not 
bright enough for Monsieur Thiers. They have not 
enough theatricalityabout them,andtheir production 
would not bring him much He ia CT ke 
aspires to poetry, must necessa: ise them, the) 
en to Lim of che earth, archy, and old. Perha ‘À 
they can only have an attraction to a 9044 who 
aspires to statesmanship (Lamartine). 11 


While Thiers and his master were bragging about their 
successes in Algiers and were making remarkable prepara- 
tions for Napoleon’s belated funeral, they were secretly 
studying the affairs of the Pasha and the Sultan. In fact, 
much of their personal attention was being given to this 
perplexing problem. The result of their cogitations was 
the opening of secret negotiations with the Egyptian 

281 


Google MERS ! 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


Government, For this, the moment was propitious; 
France was diverted, and Victoria's Government was 
resting while the young Queen was on her honeymoon 
with Albert. Palmerston had decreed that the Pasha 
might only have Egypt, and that he would not be allowed 
to exercise node Syria. Thenit was, that Thiers 
tried to save Mehemet-Ali from the threats of the 
English and the Russians, by atcempting a direct arrange- 
ment between Constantinople and Cairot4 To cover 
histracks, the French Minister issued definite instructions 
to his envoys at Constantinople and at Alexandria, to be 
careful not to appear to mediate. “You must not even 
suggest to the Viceroy too formally a direct arrangement 
with the Porte, for such counsel would arouse, in England, 
an antagonism that it would be well for us to avoid. It 
is enough if we bring Mehemet-Ali to understand how 
much it will be of advantage to him, if he facilitates the 
efforts of those who are working to make the attitude of the 
Porte more favourable to him.” * 

The result of this procedure was seen in June, when the 
Grand Vizier, Kosrew Pasha, enemy to Mchemet-Ali, wras 
removed from his post, and the Pasha of Egypt responded 
by sending to the Sultan his most able ambassador, 
Sami Bey. 

This scheme for a direct arrangement was almost a 
fait accompli, when Palmerston heard of the improvement 
in the situation. The latter believed, or pretended to 
believe, that this had been done by France with the inten- 
tion of reaping all the benefits that would accrue to her 
as peacemaker, To him, the eflorts of the French 
Government appeared to be directed towards the ex- 
clusion of Austria, Russia, and England. Prof positive 
of this, ssemed to be the fact that Thiers had 2lmost 
concluded a separate entente with Prussia in regard to the 
affairs of the Near East. Had this alliance come to pass, 
the success of the French plan might have been assured. 
Both King and President were confident of a favourable 
outcomeié But both of them had failed to take into 
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account the temper and character of Palmerston, and 
while Thiers was eagerly concentrating on a direct 
arrangement between the Sultan and the Pasha, 
Palmerston was making efforts to thwart him. 

The English Premier, enraged at what he called the 
selfish policy of France, instructed Ponsonby, his agent 
at Constantinople, to send emissaries to Syria, to stir up 
a revolt against Mchemet-Ali. At the same time, 
unbeknown to Thiers and Guizot, French Ambassador 
at London, he called a secret conference of Russia, Prussia 
and Austria. On July 15, he delivered his blow at France, 
when the four Powers signed the Pact of London that 
called on the Pasha to evacuate Syria within ten days. 
If this order was obeyed, the Fowers declared that 
Mechemet-Ali might retain Acre, but if he ignored their 
demand, he should be deposed. To give force to the 
proclamation, an English feet was despatched to the 

yrian coast. 

The announcement of this ultimatum dumbfounded 
Thiers, and angered him. He saw in it an utter dis- 
regard of France, and an attempt to re-establish her 
isolation in European affairs. But there was a more 
personal element in the matter; Thiers interpreted Pal- 
merston's move as an effort to bring about an estran, 
ment between Louis Philippe and his Council 17 e 
world was perfectly aware that the French King would 
support his President, only as long 4s there was no likeli- 
hood of hostilities, but the former’s fear of war was equally 
recognized, and, it was believed, once the phantom of 
Mars appeared upon the scene, that the King would take 
to cover. Palmerston's shrewd calculations were not 
mistaken. 

From the date of the pbs of the London 
Pact, the ition of the French Ministry became an 
extremely difficult one, It was, now, no longer possible 
to divert the attention of the French public from the 
unfortunate affair of Mchemet-Ali, and Palmerston’s 
action only increased the desire for national grandeur 
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and prestige that had been fostered in France during the 
period of the Coalition. _ But although it rallied many rash 
patriots to the side of Thiers, it lost him again the 
sympathy of his King. The President, however, had 
leamed à lesson in 1836, and, even in July 1840, he did 
not want war as a means for re-establishing the influence 
of his country. Had this been his desire, he would have 
attempted to call the Chambers in August. He still 
adhered to his promise that he had given the King, when 
he resumed the functions of President of the Council ; 
de would not be as rash as he had been in the Spanish 
affair. 

With thisin mind, he set about to obtain a modification 
of the London Pact. He even went s0 far as to instruct 
Bresson at Berlin, to ask the interposition of Prussia.® 
When this failed the President advised the Pasha to con- 
sider the sacrifice of Syria, in the hope that Palmerston 
would then relenti® But both London and Cairo were 
obdurate, Thiers had reached an impasse. Pacific 
methods hadfailed him, and his only resort was to threaten. 
In despair, he visited the King and asked him to call the 
classes of 1836, and 1839, to arms, and to demand war 
credits. The flect should be increased, and preparations 
undertaken for the fortification of Paris. He assured him 
that these measures were only threats to Palmerston, and 
that they did not mean actual hostilities. To these 
requests, Louis Philippe, so peace-loving, gave a reluctant 
consent. Bur the King was becoming uneasy. During 
te Jast days of Ju pic Guizot wrote to Thiers : “* Que fera 
la France? ” President sent the question to the 
King. Louis Philippe replied: “ Laissons faire” Bj 
the end of August, the royal mind was much disturb 
He wrote to Thiers : “ Please moderate the tone of the 
papers” # But Monsieur le Président was no longer in 
the mood to moderate. He saw his dream for France 
endangered and he feared the ridicule of his opponents. 
Someone had asked Madame de Lieven, that lovely 
Russian spy of whose wiles he had been warned, what 
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Russia was doing about the scrape of the President of the 
French Council, and she had replied : “ Nous rions.” #1 
These remarks, and others of a similar nature, irritated him 
and goaded him on. He wrote to Bresson, that he could 
not control the Press of Paris. He seemed to be 
Josing his hold. His weaknesses made him the butt of 
his enemies and supplied fodder for the guns that theÿ 
trained on him. Beholding him in such 4 predicament, 
the Girardin-Lamartine combination could not restrain 
themselves, and the Viscomte de Launay sharpened her 
quills to write: “ Monsieur Thiers believes in the grand 
seigneurs. When a lord condescends to write him in 
order to mystify him, he is flattered. When a great lady 
deigns to call at his house in order to make fun of him, he 
äs flattered. When he is girded with à grand cordon of 
any colour, he is flattered. But you know how they 
treat those who allow themselves to be flattered. Tout 
fatteur vit au dépens de celui qui l'écoute, and it is for that 
that we are going to have war, after twenty-five years of 
peace. God protect France.” 2% 

Thiers was desperate, but the good-natured King was 
resolved not to be pushed too far. His attitude to his 
President was slowly changing from vague uncertainty 
to actual suspicion. At times, even, Louis Philippe was 
guilty of duplicity. .He allowed Thiers to continue his 
warlike preparatians, but, in private, hé remarked to 
Saint-Autaire, who eue him after a long conference 
with the President : V'are, well instructed, my 
dear Ambassador !_Yôur official theme is excellent, but 
for your own private instruction, let me tell you that Î will 
not allow myself to be carried 100 far by my little minister. 
At least, he wats-war;-and-E-do-not want it; and when 
he will not allow me any other resource, then I shall break 
with him rather than break with Europe.” % 

It reqüired no small amount of courage for the King to 
take FES astand. He must face not only the anger and 
the ruses of Thiers, but also the opposition of his own sons 
and of Leopold of Belgium, his son-in-law, all of whom 
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were at the time heartily in favour of Thiers’ policy. 
He refused to increase the army to six hundred and = 
nine thousand men, and to mobilize three hundred of 
National Guard. He became convinced that Thiers 
desired war, and he did not agree with Metternich’s more 
accurate diagnosis of the matter : “ I never would believe 
that Monsieur Thiers wants war. He is not a fool. He 
wants to make a noise, that is 211.” 25 

Let Thiers cry war as loud as he might, let him declare 
that the Pact of London had revived the Holy Alliance, he 
did not really desire hostilities. It was a policy of bluff, 
and in this practice, Guizot and others supported him. 

But if the President of the French Council was bluffing, 
Palmerston was serious. On September 11 Beyrouth was 
bombarded by the English fleet, and with the aid of 
aus, English and Turkish soldiers were landed in 

Syria. ‘The Sultan prochimed the deposition of the 
Pasha. These acts cast Thiers words back into his 
teeth. It was time for France to decide what to do. 

Conservatives began to wonder if the little President 
had not gone too far. Some questioned, if he had not 
been the dupe of Palmerston. Guizot, Duchätel, Brog- 
lie, and others began to withdraw their support from the 
Council, and when this defection began, Louis Philippe 
took heart. Thiers found his King more difficile and 
less aimable. He spent hours arguingwithhim. Madame 
Dosne is almost lacl ose in her description of the scenes 
that were enacted daily at Auteuil, during the first days 
of October, *It was like a son speaking to his father, 
trying to convince him of the dangers that he and his 
dynasty would run by breaking with the really National 
party of the country . . . making a complete sacrifice 
of all personal considerations in order to facilitate a 
change of Ministry, if the King so desired. The King, 
eloquent, afectionate, and moved by the sight of such 
devotion, said to Monsieur Thiers: “There! if you 
wanted to be my peace minister, you and I could arrange 
everything.” #7 
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President, more than ever convinced that the matter was 
not 4 ministerial question, but one of more serious 
import, continued his entreaties. At last, on October 6, 
the King consented to send Thiers Memorandum pro- 
testing against the acts of the English Government. At 
the same time, however, the monarch uttered these words: 
“T still declare that if I can find 2 way of getting out of 
this peaceably, I shall takeit.” The Note was forwarded 
on October 8, and, at the same time, the Chambers were 
convoked for October 28, when the situation was to be 
ezxposed to them. The success of the President’s policy 
now hinged on the King's Speech to the Legislative. 
Thiers desired him to mention the increase of the army, 
and to declare his firm resolution to negotiate, if necessary, 
“à tête de cette force.” But Louis Philippe refused, and 
it was for good reason that he declined to join in his 
minister”s plan. He had received encouraging news from 
England, vià Belgium, where Leopold, his son-in-law and 
Victoria’s “ dear uncle/” had been intervening in his 
behalf. As well, he had conferred at Eu with his Am- 
bassador to London, and he had found Guizot more to 
his taste in this affair than Thiers. "This last was à great 
blow to the President, for he had been led to believe that 
Guizot was -omplet 
news and Guizot's words 






Guizot hastened from London to Paris, to assist in the 
formation of a new Ministry. 


The actual events of the Second Ministry of Adolphe 
Thiers are not nearly so important, as their significance. 


Ongthe fice of à, the Cabiner of March 1, 1840, appears 
to have been a faïllure. -A-ministrÿ, avowedly constitu- 
tional, failed and yielded to royal prerogative. ‘Again, 


as SRE TRE er out of office by the 
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Chamber, and this fact is not without its importance, as 
far as the political evolution of the little stateman is 
concerned. 

1822-29 had taught Thiers Orleanism, but he was only 
an Orleanist, because he believed in “ representative 
monarchy.” 1930-49 gave him the opportunity to 
teach France this n_in the science of government, 
but that part of France that could vote, would not listen, 


and the no nnsasisfacto pupil of all had been Louis 
Philippe. He had begun by trying to enforce this sort 
He through the Résistance Party, and he had failed. 
Again in 1840 he had attempted to establish it through 
the Left Centre, and had failed. In each instance, the 
cause for his lack of success had not been the party with 
which he had been associated, but the King. Con- 
sequently, the next logical development was for Thiers to 
join the Dynastie Opposition. And with this group, he 
was associated, after October 1840. In fact, from that 
date, the ex-President became an opponent of the King, 
although he was none the less a belicver in Monarchism, 
in which faith he remained until the last day of his life. 
But, unlike his associates, Thiers was not à coup d'état 
monarchist, for his ideal was “ representative monarchy,” 
and for it, the consent of the intelligent majority of the 
country was necessary. That is why he betrayed no 
enthusiasm for the plots of Prince Louis Napoleon, who, 
after February 1848, became the rallying point for an 
Imperial restoration in France. The years that followed 
1840, are, therefore, another stage in the political develop- 
ment of Adolphe Thiers, but, y are de age of a more 
mature accomplishment, and not a period o! iment 
in governing, as a more detailed study of his efforts will 
show. _In 1840, he beheld his ideal monarchy endangered 
both by the King and bystatesmen, and from that time, 
he devoted himself to saving it and to driving its enemies 
from power. 

To the minds of many of hi contemporaries, Thiers 
appeared co have failed in 1840. Balzac, for one, attri- 
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butes this failure to the fact that he tried to do things 
without the advice of Madame-Mère.9 This verdict is a 
great injustice. While Madame Dosne was a great 
factor in his earlier successes, and while he often sought 
her counsel, and 28 often did not have to ask it, for it was 
offered freely, he never was dominated by her. And, too, 
the word “Failure” cannot be a led in ie case, 
for, while his Egyptian policy was rad by his suc- 
cessors, there were many other tr of his 
administration that remained. 

Thiers had done much between March and October 
1840. Underneath all the tumult and excitement of the 
diplomatic warfare that he carried on, there was a steady 
progress. The little minister was busy laying founda- 
tions for a greater France. To win the Centre parties, he 
urged the increase of railroads, the building of the great 
port of Saint Nazaire, and the development of the French 
marine to North and South America. During the 
critical months of July, August, and September he 
obtained extraordinary credits for the army and navy. 
He increased the fortifications of Paris. He raised the 
salaries of the officers, and improved the matériel of the 
war forces of France.#®  Aided by the co-operation of the 
Duc d’Orléans, the armies that later won their victories 
in the Crimea and in Italy, received their first training 
and development. Assisted by Bugeaud, with whom 
he did not always agree, he made the colonization of 
Algiers a permanent policy. 

These are things that are often lost in the smoke of 
political hatreds and passions in which France has had no 
rival until recent times. These are facts that should be 
remembered along with the wild plunges and temerity 
of the little man who was so daring and so dangerous, 
that, even to-day, he is left by France to slumber in an 
obscure grave, in Père Lachaise. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
LEADER OF THE DYNASTIC OPPOSITION (1840-46) 


Tue return of Guizot from England, and his subse- 
que appointment as a member of the Council, marked 
the reconciliation of Louis Philippe and the Doctrénaires. 
To effect such a reunion, each of the contracting parties 
had had to make sacrifices; the King must consent to 
Doctrinaire theories of government, while Guizot and 
his circle must relinquih all pretensions to a strong 
nationalistic foreign policy, and accept the more pacific 
system desired by the King. 

The establishment of an Orléans-Guizot entente had 
but one inevitable and logical effect upon the retiring 
President : from the time of its formation, Thiers became 
a member of the Dynastie Opposition. In fact, there 
was no other place in the Chamber where he could go. 
But, although he was forced by circumstances into the 
Opposition, the behaviour of himself and that of his 
friends, was never fractious. Their criticisms, rarely 
bitter, were thoroughly in the line of constitutional 
opposition, and at first they made no attempt to em- 
barrass the new Government. It was inevitable, how- 
ever, that a conflict should come, for Guizot’s Govern- 
ment was Éa os to the undoing of Thiers strenuous 
forci, icy, and once this policy was put into opera- 
Fo de red minister, or he fiead dÉRéauite rl 
take the floor in defence of their measures. 

The first task of Guizot was to settle the complications 
that had arisen out of the Near Eastern crisis. He must 
calm Re and save the honour of France at the 
same time. lt was on November 25, 1840 that he exposed 
his plan to the Deputies. At once, Thiers and Berryer 
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of the Right, arraigned the new Cabinet The defence 
of the ministerial party was not of the most high- 
minded sort, and they even accused Thiers of having 
used the crisis that he fa created in July, 1840, to make 
money on the Exchange Finally, Guizot won his 
point in the Chamber, when the Deputies gave him the 
vote of confidence that he desired, and on July 13, 1841, 
the quarrel of the Sultan and the Pasha was settled, 
when Mehemet-Ali was allowed to retain Egypt and 
France was admitted into the European concert. This 
initial foreign policy of the Guizot régime did not win 
him any great popularity, for it was clear to the world 
that France had been humiliated. In the meantime, 
his early efforts at internal administration were not any 
more successful. 

Guizot had announced that he would repress all si; 
of anarchy and would abide by the September laws. He 
instigated a very rigid enforcement of the Press laws, 
and even applied their principles to all sorts of publica- 
tions. In Tiet, he tried to outdo Périer, but Guizot, 
the schoolmaster, had neither Périer’s personality, nor his 
political acumen. He was cold ST Harsh, unfecling 
and inconsiderate. He failed to realize that 2 necessary 
corner-stone to a policy of repression in France, was 
popularity. The latter qualification, he possessed to 2 
very small degree. His methods were not relished by 
the Chambers, not even by his friends, and he had the 
unfortunate ability of driving his opponents into the 
arms of the extremists. Barrot, often amenable, became 
an enfant terrible in the Legislative, and Thiers was 
driven by the minister into making his first pronounce- 
ments, that favoured 2 slight modification in the Septem- 
ber laws, whose chief guardian he had been, and into 
advocating a minimum enlargement of the electorate.® 

The personality of the new Minister alienated many 
of the most able statesmen in France, and within a short 
time, he could command but few worthy men in the 
political world. But it was not only the question of a 
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lack of personal magnetism ; Guizot lacked, as well, vision 
and tact. His blindness caused him to ignore social 
changes, the consideration of which might have been of 
assistance to him. Instead, they became in time the 
agents of his own embarrassment. This minister detested 
anything new, and, something new of which he was not 
cognizant, was growing up under his very eyes. 

À new social evolution was in the process of develop- 
ment among the bourgeoisie. In that stratum of society, 
two new groups were developing, the Catholic bour- 
geoisie and the Aristocracy of Business. In the one 
reposed a new and revived Faith; in the other a new 
wealth and a new economic view-point. 

The fathers of the former had been born of the 
eighteenth century and had been steeped in Voltaire, 
Rousseau, and religious scepticism. But, as is so often the 
case, the second generation became absolutely different, 
Where the fathers had been atheïists, the sons 
became Catholics. The latter upheld the Church, its 
Faith and its freedom, and in upholding its freedom, 
they demanded that the right of the Church to teach, 
be recognized. They opposed the monopole universitaire, 
the exclusive predominance of the State in matters of 
public instruction. In other words, these men were 
of the generation that frequented Saint Sulpice, the 
centre of the Catholic revival, listened to Lacordaire, 
attended the courses of Montalembert, and of the saint- 
like Frédéric Ozanamn, and that applauded the articles of 
Louis Veuillot, when they appeared in the new Catholic 
paper L'Univers. Here was a group of growing, intelli- 
gent, patriotic, Catholic youth, loyal to the throne and 
to its avowed principles of democracy, who saw in the 
Orléans Monarchy but one great contradiction—religious 
freedom did not exist. And to their minds, the régime 
of Louis Philippe would be a lie, until it allowed the 
Church the right to instruct its children. Monsieur 
Guizot, on the other hand, chose to ignore them as 
long as he could. He did not go to Mass, he attended 
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the Temple, and when he thought that he saw in the 
Catholic Revival the nucleus of a revived Bourbon 
Opposition, he was only giving another proof of his 
blindness. 

In contrast to the Catholic bourgeoisie stood the new 
class, so often called the Chevaliers d'Industrie. They 
were born of the Industrial Revolution that had been 
encouraged and aided by the Périer, Molé, and Thiers 
régimes, Thee men were not concerned with religion, 
but with gold. They had entered upon a race for 
wealth. They were conservative by instinct, but in- 
different to the form of the Government. They would 
favour the adoption of any policies that were novel and 

roductive of comfort and pleasure. Their spokesman 
Péfore the public was Émile de Girardin, business man, 
Deputy, editor of La Presse, and husband of the brilliant 
Viscomte de Launay. They, too, had their preachers and 

rofessors. They werc carried away by the zeal of 
Fhiers, the reasoning of Jaubert, and the eloquence of 
Lamartine, while the cold, pedantic phrases of Guizot 
disgusted them. 

Here were elements for a new Opposition, and gradually 
these men drew nearer to the Moderate Republicans 
of the Left Centre Dissentient bourgeois, persecuted 
young Catholics, and disappointed party leaders slowly 
came closer to those who had for some time previously 
‘been demanding electoral reform, less stringent laws, and 
labour legislation. This was, in part, the origin of the 
Dynastie Opposition. 

Oddly enough, Guizot did not make any attempt to 
win either group; perhaps, he was too proud. At any 
rate, the only notice that he took of them was to warn 
his Doctrinaires against them, and to redouble his efforts 
to maintain his control of those two hundred chousand 
electors who paid two hundred francs in taxes. Prob- 
ably, he could have established an honourable agreement 
with one group or the other, but he preferred to retain 
is hold on the older classes by the distribution of 
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Government favours, and by trying to maintain the law 
that Government functionaries might sit in the Chamber 
of Deputies. Apparently, the dream of this cold calcu- 
lating minister was a Chamber of Deputies composed 
of the judges of the courts, huissiers, Government clerks, 
and secretaries ! As a matter of fact, it never became s0 
bad 28 that, but that was onc of the methods that he 
used to ensure his control, and it became one of the 
principal charges that the new Opposition brought 
against him. Guizot’s system, however, was not put to 
2 test, until the reopening of the Chambers in December 
18414 
n the meantime, the elements of the Opposition were 
beginning to coalesce, under the Laden of Thiers. 
While he was not yet definitely allied with Barrot, the 
former had established close relations with the leaders 
of the Left, through his friendship with Duvergier de 
Hauranne, descendant of the famous man of that name, 
who had been the friend of Jansenius and of Arnaud. 
Like his forbear, de Hauranne was a man of letters and a 
publiciste, and he boasted of political and religious 
rinciples 44 advanced as those of the Left Centre. 
ough him, therefore, Thiers was able to come into 
contact with the Barrot group, and with him, Thiers 
consulted as to what he should à during the approaching 
session of the Chambers. De Hauranne counselled more 
activity : 


“I believe that by talking more, you will increase 
your influence rather than diminishit. In England, 
the parliamentary chiefs of the Ministry or of the 
Opposition, are always ready to give their attitude 
on everything, on finances 28 well as on policy, on 
legislation, as on commercial matters. You are the 
only man in France who can do that, and Monsieur 
Guizot, who in politics, is your only worthy rival, 
cannot combat with you for 2 minute on other 
subjects. When we were with Guizot, and against 
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u, it was a principle that we recognized and that 
Lite Tr ANG. <Guizor, we said, ‘is good 
for a storm and when discussion has reached a 
certain point, but when affairs in general are to be 
discussed he is no , while Thiers holds his own 
on this new ground” I hope, then, that as chicf of 
the Opposition, you will not abandon this rful 
means of action no more than you did when you 
were chief of the Ministry. Excuse me, I beg you, 
if I send you sermons. You know that is my 
specialty, and that, in the party, I am both preacher 


and whipper-in.” à 


When the Chamber opened, Thiers followed his 
friend’s advice; he attacked Guizot concerning the final 
arrangements made with Mehemet-Alis His speech 
was able, but he did not let himself out; he was waiting 
for a better occasion that came in February, 1842. At 
that time, Guizot had to stand his first test of strength. 

On December 20, 1841, he had agreed to a treaty 
with England in regard to the Right of Search. This 
treaty, and others that had preceded it, had been drawn 
up against those who were still carrying on an illicit 
traffic in slaves. The New Convention allowed more 
extensive efforts on the part of the signatory Powers. 
France was undoubtedly in favour of the abolition of 
such a nefarious practice, but, in 1842, the Opposition 
feared that England, who possesed the largest fleet, 
might, by such an arrangement as the treaty provided, 
obtain 1 superior right to police the seas. When the 
results of the negotiation were presented before the 
Chamber, therefore, Billaut attacked it, and Thiers 
seconded his efforts. The latter exposed to his colleagues 
the dangerous precedent that might be established if 
English ships were allowed to search French boats.” 
The attack of the two men, who were reinforced by 
Berryer and Barrot, caused the Ministry to withdraw 
the treaty. Guizots power was endangered for a 
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moment, and English sentiment against France ran high. 
In a few days, the Minister was almost in the position 
that Thiers had experienced with Mehemet-. But 
the Cabinet was saved, when the King intervened, by 
dissolving the Chamber and by calling for new elections. 

It was an opportune time to ask for the opinion of 
the country. The last proposal of the Government 
had been to establish a network of railroads in France, 
and this pro] it was believed, would bring the 
embarrassed Council the votes of the industrials. In 
such a hope, however, the King and his ministers were 
not entirely justified. Sectional interests blocked the 
plan. Thiers, as Deputy from Aix, favoured the proposal, 
if it would mean the establishment of a direct com- 
munication between Provence and the Île de France, 
and, like him, each Deputy was concerned with the 
needs of his own regiont Thus it was, that the local 
interests of the Deputies prevented 2 real gain in popular 
favour for the Monarchy. On July F3 the elections were 
announced. The result was significant, but Guizot 
failed to note its real importance. While the Ministry 
gained a majority of seventy-five, its support from Paris 
was considerably decreased. The capital returned only 
two ministerial candidates, and the remaining ten candi- 
dates from that district, were from the Left. It was the 
provinces that had reacted to Guizot’s system, and had 
given him their support. 

Nevertheless, the election was not the victory of Guizot 
but of the King. Greater than Guizot at this time 
was Louis Philippe, who could count on the loyalty 
of Thiers and his followers, if not their as MA But 
the pedant Minister did not perceive this fact, and an 
event that occurred in July 1842 should have made it 
evident to him and to his King. Had both of them 
realized it, Guizot could have retired, and the rule of 
Louis Philippe in France might have been saved. 

On July 13, the Duc d'Orléans, son of the King, was 
killed in a carriage accident. The tragic death of the 
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heir to the throne, caused great sorrow throughout 
France. All regretted the gracious, pleasing, and able 
prince, but not very many realized at the time, that the 
accident was a blow to the Jar Monarchy itself. His 

pularity, common-semse, and liberal sympathies might 
fe stemmed the tide and checked the pernicious 
practices of Guizot. But, by his death, an awful gap was 
created in the royal succession; a King, already sixty- 
nine years old who had as his heir, an infant of four 
years AÏl of France was anxious, and especially all 
of those who were sincere adherents of the July Monarchy. 
Louis Philippe could not live for ever, even now he was 
showing signs of age; and the Regency that seemed 
destined to come, might result in the control of affairs 
sep ime into che hands of the Legitimists, or, even, of 


ie 

es were turned to Neuilly where the bercaved 
King vas closcted with hi distrened family; but many 
eyes too turned to the Deputy from Aix, who had s0 
frequently asserted his loyalty to the Crown, in spite of 
the fact that he was the leader of the Dynastic Opposition. 
Would he stand by his colleagues, or by the Éng It 
must have hurt the proud Guizot, if he realized it at all, 
that next the King, Thiers was the most-discussed man 
in France during July and August 1842. The very 
peculiar position that the Deputy occupied and the 
sentiment of many Frenchmen in regard to him, is 
clearly indicated in à letter written to him immediately 
after the death of the Duke. 


“We wish that you were at Paris; you are one 
of the greatest props of this dynasty, and the terrible 
blow chat it has received has weakened it. Unless 
1 am very much mistaken, the death of the Duc 
d'Orléans changes all situations, and modifies seriously 
public feeling. For several years, your strong point 
has been the reaction of national sentiment against 
the foreigner. We knew that you were strongly 
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opposed to the King from the moment that he had 
to gornanse for or against intervention. Many 
intelligent people thought that the King, founder 
of the dynasty, was forgetting that a little war 
made à propos and under favourable circumstances, 
renders throncs popular and sclid. France was not 
brave for the moment, but she was beginning to 
feel that she had made enough sacrifices for peace, 
and the blind hatred of England that was evident 
everywhere, showed itself in a disposition, not 
intelligent but undeniable, to turn our regards and 
actions to internal matters. You could control and 
direct this movement, and if the occasion should 
not come under the present King, you were regarded 
as necessary for the (coming) reign of the Duc 
d'Orléans, who was more forceful than his father. 
“Until that time should come, the various shades 
of the Opposition gave you their voices in the 
Chamber and tried to make use of you. But their 
efforts were without danger to the dynasty, and 
even from the beginning, they could be turned to 
the profit of your own ideas, The Legitimists 
thought to check the King by supporting your 
opposition to a systematic peace, and by demanding 
pu support to increase the number of their 
puties. The Republicans, who have no leader, 
liked to say that your only fault was a lack of ambi- 
tion. The Dynastic Left obtained your support 
for certain internal reforms and hoped, mistakenly, 
to make you go one day beyond the limit that your 
common-sense had set. . . . But now, there is no 
second reign. According to the views of an old 
man, we will have, perhaps, the unpopularity of a 
regent. We will certainly have the weakness of 2 
child. Will France, who had not enough energy 
to risk the chances of a war, when the succession 
was assured, have the courage, now that her dynasty 
will be endangered from within by Republicans and 
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by prétendants ? Will not the first danger be from 

Legitimists? What great rôle may the Opposi- 
tion play in such a situation? The Ertreme wings 
become menacing, suspect, and they compromise 
their allies. National feeling, already s0 feeble, is 
snuffed out by the uncertainties of the country. 
The death of the King hangs. over our heads; will 
it be the signal for a general.papic? . , . You are 
the support of the dynasty against the Legitimists. 
You are the only minister who can control the 
intérior._ You bave in this respect, Î think, the 
confidence of the King and the country; there is 
no doubtofit.. I da: anyone: [have 
no commission to write cléve that 
the hour is a solemn one. You know that I am 
devoted to you. I repeat what I hear many say: 
they declare chat your mission from the very dy 
of July 13, is to retrieve for the Crown its popularity 


and its security.” 19 





That Thiers heeded the plea of the editor _of_the 
Constitutionnel, who wrote the above-letter; subsequent 
events will show. 

He fifst learned of the news from Mignet, and, when 
the latter wrote him, he issued a summons even more 
imperative than that of Merriam : 


“1 suppose that you will leave Vichy and come 
here, 25 soon 18 you receive this sad news; all those 
who have been in your position, or in positions less 
important, are sure to return. Man of the July 
Revolution and of the Dynasty, you must be here 
at a time that is so critical for both of them. You 
must see the King; you must be present at the 
funeral of the Duc, and you must be a party to the 
question of the Regency that will be raised._ Think 
much on the conduct that you shall observe. Ir is 
one of the most important moments of your life. 
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Do not hesitate to come; (your presence) is the 
desire of all your friends. . . . Prepare to render 
greater services than ever to your country.” 1 


It was a serious Thiers who set out at once for Paris. 
There can be no doubt of his admiration for the Duke, 
with whom his relations had always been plessant.1i 
His feeling, t00, for the King was sincere and profound ; 


he was visibly touched by the sight of Lonis. pe at 
Neuilly.1$__ But, sad as the situation was, there remained 


à more serious question in the mind of the Deputy; 
the füture of the kingdom of France and the He the 
he should play - in determining it. As Merriam had 
written, a wezk Regency might end in a Republic or a 
Bourbon Restoration ; ‘he triumph of the Extreme Left, 
or of the Extreme Right, with both of whom Thiers had 
firted. 1842 would be the test, and out of it, Thiers 
emerged more of a patriot than a politician. 

Never for a moment, does there appear to have been 
the slightest doubt in his mind 4s to the course that he 
should pursue. He was inclined to fight for a strong 
Regency in spite of the certain opposition of both 
extremes. If necessary, he would take the part of the 
widowed Duchesse d'Orléans, over whom Republican 
and Legitimist were hoping to gain an ascendant 2 
interview with the King decided him. Louis 
was opposed to the plan that, upon his own death, En 
daughter-in-law should be Regent. The wise monarch 
feared the rule of a woman, and he desired that the Duc 
de Nemours, who was less popular than his lamented 
brother, but serious and capable, should be named as 
Regent. To this plan Thiers agreed, and he pledged 
the King his entire support. It was understood, how- 
ever, that their conversation should be Lept 1 secret. 
Otherwise, some of Thiers’ associates might suspect that 
he had come to Neuilly to arrange a comfortable berth 
for himself4 

Having given his promise to support Nemours, and to 
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desist, for a time, from his policy of Opposition, Thiers 
went his way. His task was not an easy one, for it wras 
certain that his pledges would lose him many of his 
followers. He declared, however, that he was resigned 
to a retirement from politics, after he had fulfilled his 
engagements to the ing, and and to the accomplishment 
of these he now set out to work with all his customary 
energy.is 
The Place Saint-Georges became a sort of general 
head-quarters for all of those who were loyal to the 
House of Orléans. There they received their orders. 
Poor Madime Dosne was furious that a torpid liver 
kept her at Vichy. “Oh that the cursed saison d'eaux 
was ended, and that I could bring you your wife and 
watch over fous mes petits à de fois. 1 hope to be in 
Paris by the last of the month, and even sooner, if ms 
thing of importance oceurs.”1* Until then, she and 
Madame Thiers will only have the consolation of dis- 
laying their new Court mourning at Vichy! Perhaps 
adame Dosne hoped that the tragedy might pu 
her son-in-law into the Government. Otl 
suspected that this might be the case? But there dia 
not appear to have been even an éffcial hint of such 
an appointment at this time. Meanwhile, Thiers was 
continuing his labours for the King. He gathered at 
this house the editors-in-chicf of the Courrier, Siècle, 
and Constitutionnel, and made them promise not to 
embarrass the plan that the Government proposed to 
recommend in regard to the question of the Regency.1® 
In August, the Kings desire was laid before the 
Chamber. It provided, in the event of the King's 
death before the young Duc d'Orléans had attained es 
cighteenth year, that Nemours should assume the 
Regency. p rose the coryphæi of the Opposition; 
Lamartine and Ledru-Rollin howled it down. Tocque- 
ville attacked it calmly and dispassionately. Finally, on 
August 20, the climax of the debate was reached, when 
Thiers arose to deliver one of his finest speeches. 1842 
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and 1870 are the high-water marks of his career. The 
patriot, eloquent, and inconsiderate of party, or of self, 
appears. It required courage to deny 50 flatly his 
pie Republicanism, to define his avowed Liberalism, 
and to explain his belief in the King, although he was 
leader of the phalanx that opposed the royal policies.1® 
It was by a call to loyalty, a truly spiritual, political 
pee that he won his audience, 

is efforts triumphed, and the cause that he supported 
was victorious. He had merited well of his King. But 
alchough he won his case, he lost many political allies, 
and he retired from the scene to turn again to his studies. 
His retreat, however, was a glorious one, for the plaudits 
of many Frenchmen followed him. “ You are a patriot 
above all; ” “ You love your country much; ” “ You are 
loyal to your King.”* Six Je later, he was to make 
another retreat, but how different it would be! With 
one or two unimportant exceptions, he refrained from 
parliamentary debates from August 1842 to January 16, 
1844. He had observed his promises to the King, and 
now, he would refrain as long as possible fromembarrassing 
a dynasty that must have time to recover from the great 
crisis that it had just traversed. 

When Thiers retired into the bosom of his family, it 
was not to rest ; there was a task of another sort before 
him. When the Regency crisis was at its height, he had 
written to Madame Dosne: “I believe that I am the 
only one who can save the country, but I need retire- 
ment and quiet. I need to give others a rest from me, 
and myself a rest from them. . . . The example of the 
Duc de Broglie attracts me. I am tempted to devote 
myself to the pursuit of my own satisfactions.” 21 These 
satisfactions were none other than the studies for the 
History of the Consulate and the Empire, for which he 
had been making preparations ever since 1838. 

In 1841, he A Madame Then had made quite an 
extensive tour of Germany. Incidentally, it was the first 
journey that had not been graced with the presence of 
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Madame-Mère. In search of data for Napoleon, they 
visited Cologne, Berlin, Dresden, Austerlitz, Vienna, and 
Prague. Their efforts were facilitated by the courtesy 
of the German officials who received them as semi- 
public personages, and aforded them all the privileges 
accorded to retired officials of a foreign Government. 
It was the visits to the battle-fields that gave Thiers his 
greatest delight. To his secretary, Monsieur Martin, 
he wrote of one excursion : 


“ I spent an entire day, the 8th, at the battle-ficld 
of Austerlitz. 1 imow it well now, and the study 
was one of the most interesting that I have ever 
made. You cannot understand great events without 
visiting the pue themselves; you cannot estimate 
the tact and sfreté de l'esprit of Napoleon, unless 
you examine the physical conditions that deter- 
mined his conduct. This is especially true of 
Austerlitz. À quarter of a mile ahead or behind, 
and all would have been lost instead of marvellously 
won.” 21 


The travels in Germany had increased his desire to 
begin writing, and, after August, 1842, this became his 
pancipal occupation. Perhaps also the words of advice 
that Mignet sent him made him inerease his pace: “I 
hope before qu return to public affairs, that you shall 
have finished your History. But hurry; politics may 
yet seize upon you, your vows and own wishes to the 
contrary.”*# And s0, Thiers became again a man of 
letters. Where before, in his study, he had entered long 
discussions on political matters and played a whole 
orchestra of newspapers, he now devoted himself to 
researches, pored Te hot over great maps that littered 
the room, and Lept his secretary copying notes or receiv- 
ing dictation, at a furious rate. His conversation was 
entirely about armies, navies, imperial administration, 
commissaries, and military tactics. What he had studied 
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in the morning, he discussed in his salon in the evening. 
In the summer he entered his study at five. His library, 
which served 25 a work-room, was long and well lighted. 
On the walls, hung enormous reproductions of Italian 
masterpieces. Atop the book-cases were busts of great 
men. Down the middle of the room, ran a long oak 
table on which he could spread maps of great size. He 
developed à passion for maps. In this room, he worked 
until the late afternoon, when he rested and, then, pre- 
pared himself to go to the theatre, to attend a soirée, or 
10 receive at home his friends and admirers.®# 

But Thiers was still a man of fantasies and of varied 
caprices, and history was not his only interest. He 
varied his work with other hobbies. He gathered a 
collection of tropical plants and rare birds. He had two 
gazelles that were his particular pets. At one time, he 
was engrossed in the construction of a model of a palace 
which, he said, he and his wife would build at Rome, 
whither they ‘would retire to spend their declining 
pen These were his extravagances, and they were 

less, for they were extravagances de Pesprit; he 
never indulged in the more fashionable distractions of 
gambling, and of frequenting the races. 

While Thiers was discussing art, history, tropical 
plants, and architecture with those who called to see 
him, Madame Dosne, who could not understand these 
things, but retained her interest in politics, was keeping 
a weather-eye open for an opportunity for her son-in- 
law. She was impatient with his resolve to abstain from 
debates. She read the papers assiduously, and kept him 
advised on affaires. Her salon became known as “ L’asile 
où larsenal, peut-être, de nos hommes politiques mécon- 
tents et désenchanté.”*# If Thiers did not ue 
pren in her political discussions, it was proba 

cause Madame-Mère was becoming more Radical un 
her son-in-law, and was rapidly developing sentiments 
that were almost Republican. 

During the period of Thiers’ retirement, matters were 

306 


Google MERS ! 


LEADER OF DYNASTIC OPPOSITION 


not going well with the Government. Guizots party 
was holding its own, but that was all. How different 
the story of the succeeding years might have been, if the 
King had only joined with those who came to his side 
during the crisis of 18421 But Louis Philippe could 
not take them, for he was not bold enough to pursue the 
course of diplomacy that they desired; he could not 
bring himself to abandon the policy of concessions on 
which he had embarked. And s0, these continued. 
Between 1842 and 1844, France yiclded to England on 
several occasions, and the efforts that the Government 
made to obscure these affairs by continuing the conflict 
of Algiers, and by planting French influence in Guinea, 
Madagascar, and Tahiti were not successful. Frenchmen 
of the Opposition were well aware of the situation, but 
for the moment, they remained silent. Two matters, 
however, aroused them to the point of making a vigorous 
rotest, for both of them appeared in the light of 
ngerous indications of a telenep on the part of the 
Government to accept dictation from London. 

When the British Government objected to the estab- 
lishment of a Franco-Belgian Customs Union, Guizot 
and his companions abandoned a project that might have 
been of great commercial advantage to France. Again, 
when Queen Victoria announced that she could not 
approve of the match, Louis Philippe meekly stopped the 
negotiations for a marriage between his son, the Duc 
d’Aumale, and a young Princess ofSpain. These incidents 
made silence too painful, and as the opening of a new 
session of the Deputies drew near, preparations were 
begun by the Opposition to resume their attacks on 
Guizot. 

Again, Thiers began to emerge more frequently from 
his seclusion, and his friend Duvergier de Hauranne 
redoubled his efforts to encourage this practice, 


“1 begin to hope,” wrote the latter, “that, at 
the next session, I shall be free. I desireit very much 
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for many reasons. It is not only because, like you, 
1 am disgusted with political affairs and very uncer- 
tain in regard to the future. But, without pretending 
to break the Cabinet immediately, there is an 
attitude to be taken, and à party to be re-formed. 
That is worth the trouble e: two or three months, 
and I learn, with pleasure, that you think 8 I do. . . - 
You are struck with the ruin of our military condi- 
tions; and Ï am especially impressed by the daily 
increasing dullness and stupidity of our diplomacy, 
and by the lowness in spirits, corruption of character, 
and general deadness of our internal situation. If 
that continues, the sign (to use Lamartine’s word) 
will have the honour of having reduced France to 
the rank of a secondary Power, and of having 
destroyped, in their essentials, the institutions for 
which we have fought for fifteen years.” * 


The reign referred to Guizot’s régime, and the attack 
that must be made on it, began as soon as the Chamber 
convened. 

The first matter to be discussed by the Deputies, was 
the Reply to the Throne. Louis Philippe had been 
unwise enough to declare in the Address with which he 
opened the Parliament, that order had been maintained 
everywhere, and that France was extending her influence 
beyond her borders with every confidence. Guizot, who 
had inserted this phrase in the King's Speech, was thinking 
of Algiers, Madagascar, and Tahiti. Had he forgotten 
the fate of the Customs Union with Belgium and the 
Spanish marriage? If the memory of the Minister was 
poor, that of the Opposition was good, and they under- 
took to refresh his mind. An occasion for so doing was 
afforded when Guizot’s minions proposed that the 
following phrase should be incorporated in the Deputies” 
Reply: “There, Sire, is France as she has been under 
your reign, and as she has become through the systematic 
and logical development of her institutions. We con- 
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template, with profound thankfulness to Providence, the 
prRperi of our country.” 
is was too much for Gustave de Beaumont, the friend 

of Alexis de Tocqueville, and he proposed for this sen- 
tence a substitute that he claimed was more sincere. 
“We trust that, fortified and wisely developed, these 
institutions will assure to France the benefits of a parlia- 
mentary government, a government, the care of which 
is given to us and which we should maintain in all its 
integrity and purity.”’37 Beaumont then procceded to 
discuss the decline of clean political methods in France, 
and the decadence of a genuine parliamentary system. 

Following Beaumont, Thiers arose, and proceeded to 
break his self-imposed silence. He compared the govern- 
ment of France under Guizot to that under Molé, when 
the principle of “ representative monarchy ” was entirely 
lacking. Conciors must be made to public opinion. 


“ Since order was re-cstablished in France, that 
ïs, since 1836, 1 have always thought that the real 
system of government consisted in the art of making 
concessions that were à propos. . . . 

“ Now, you will say to me : but what concessions ? 
In order to create this broad basis of government, 
in order to attract what are called intermediate 
opinions, in a word, to gain votes, are you going to 
give over the institutions of the country to another 
rearrangement, 4s one gives children something to 
destroy, in order to keep them occupied? No, 
without a doubt. If, in our institutions, there is 
nothing to reconsider, we must not destroy anything, 
even to gain votes. As to myself, I am not fond of 
innovations. One of my most honourable friends, 
who is no longer a Deputy, but whoserves his country 
well in Greece, said, ‘I hate progress” Messieurs, 
1 will not use those words ; I regard them as extrava- 
gant, but 1 will say that, in à time so commonly 
regarded as a period of progress, I have a certain 
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fear of progress. Therefore, I need not besuspected 
of a taste for reform; but when I see what is happen- 
ing around us, I speak frankly, L am not amon, ose 
who hold that there are no reforms to be made; on 
the contrary, I am convinced that there are reforms, 
useful, important, safe, and urgent.” *# 


These remarks were received warmly by the Left. 
Once Achilles-Thiers left his tent he wended his way to- 
wards the tent of Barrot. But this was not the final 
step towards an actual union, for Thiers had not yet 
discussed definitely the matter of electoral reform. 
Although silent on this question, he referred, however, to 
another sort of reform, the mention of which must have 
struck home, for it was a direct thrust at Guirot’s 
methods : 


“ There is a dependence of Ministry to Deputy, 
of Deputy to elector; this is an honourable and 
excellent dependence. It is that of public opinion 
based on the appreciation of the country’s interests. 
That sort of dependence I do not repel. But there 
is another sort that is becoming more general in 
France, and that alarms me. It does not exist in 
England. On the day of an election in England, 
there are hideous scenes, scenes of debauch which 
the gold of the aristocracy makes possible. Yes, 
there are hideous scenes, but on the morrow, the 
members of the Parliament are free, completely 
free. With us, on the other hand, election day is 2 
day of sobriety . . . but on the morrow, the 
dependence begins; it continues and increases 
from election to election; for services rendered, 
the obligation to recompense them increases. I do 
not wish to exaggerate here these references to 
corruption, of which a man of the government should 

avail himself with great care. I do not cite 
facts that have struck everyone. Beware of one 
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shine; often a government of favours is called an 
absolute Government. With truth, it has been said, 
and we have seen many examples of it in history, 
that in an absolute government, which is the govern- 
ment of the Court, one must please in order to 
succeed. Take care that the‘ representative govern- 
ment ” in whose train we are following, does not 
become the government of favours reversed, and 
that, in order to please above, it fails to please 
below.” 3° 


This was enough for one day, but at the end, the 
indefatigable orator announced that at 2 later date he 
would attack the foreign policy of the Guizot Ministry. 
At least, he had the good grace to allow his rival the time 
to prepare his defence ! 

iers had collaborated with Beaumont when he 
denounced the internal policy of Guizot: his allics in 
his assault on French diplomacy, were Billaunt, Duvergier, 
de Hauranne and other leaders of the Left. The fact 
that Thiers and these men found themselves so often in 
agreement, was not without a significance for the future ; 
for Thiers, it meant the formation of a new political 

arty, and for Guizot, it meant the development of a 
loc of the Centre parties that would eventually wreck 
his every move. Gay enough, it was the Minister 
himself, who hastencd the completion of this new Opposi- 
tion. More concessions to England were the cause, 

France had established a protectorate at Tahiti. This 
act had displeased the British Government and its 
subjects, for in Tahiti there were many British colonists. 
The latter resented the action of the French Govern- 
ment and, led by one Pritchard, attempted to arouse 
among the natives, a spirit of opposition to their 
“ protectors” The effort succeeded, and the British 
agent finally excited the native rulers to such an extent 
that an insult was given to the French official. Admiral 
Du Petit Thouars avenged the insult, and later one of his 
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officers arrested Pritchard. At this, England demanded 
satisfaction, and, to the astonishment of the Left and the 
Right alike, Guizot agreed to pay an indemnity. About 
the same time, France yielded to the demand of the 
British Government that she settle her quarrel with 
Morocco, à disagreement that had developed incidental 
to the pacification of Algiers. Great was the anger in 
the Chamber when these facts became lmown, and in 
January 1845, the full force of the union against Guizot, 
that had been gradually developing among the Deputies, 
was felt for the firsttime. Molé, Montalivet, Lamartine, 
Ledru-Rollin, and Thiers stormed the Government.® 
During this debate, when Thiers delivered his diatribes 
in which he accused the Government of gross negligence 
and weakness in regard to Morocco, Tahiti, and English 
dictatorship, the session had to be suspended because of 
the applause afforded him.81 
Thiers and Guizot were now avowed enemics, and yet, 
there was a sort of chivalry of frankness between them, 
that is quite typieal of the two men. Some time after 
the fray of January 21, 1845, Guizot met his opponent, by 
chance, at the house of Madame la Princesse de Lieven. 
As the Member of the Council shook hands with the 
leader of the Opposition, he remarked : “ You want to 
overthrow me. But I warn you, we are not willing and 
La will be forced to throw us out by the door” To this 
iers replicd: “If that is absolutely necessary, I am 
prepared to take that course. It is an extremity that I 
contemplate without the slightest horror.” 22 


Guizots foreign policy lost him the support of even 
the Moderates of the Chamber, and the numbers in the 
Opposition were increased by the addition of another 
group that he had alienated by his policy in regard to 
education. 

Ever since 1840, the party of Young Catholics, of which 
Montalembert was the leader, had been crying out 
against the Government’s practice of enforcing State 
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control over all the educational systems in France. As 
early as 1841, Guizot had tried to pacify them br a Bill 
on Public Education, that was presented by Villemain, 
Minister of Public Instruction. This measure would 
have abolished the monopole universitaire that required 
all children of the middle class to attend State colleges 
and to hold à certificate of the State University for a 
bachelor’s degree. While this concession would have 
been a gain, there was a clause that subjected all members 
of faculties in free colleges (those not controlled by the 
State) to examinations to determine their moral and 
intellectual fitness. This section of Villemain’s measure 
so displeased the Catholics, that the Government withdrew 
the Bill Encouraged by Guizot’s retreat, Montalem- 
bert’s group began a campaign for the Liberty of Public 
Education. Louis Veuillot pleaded their cause in the 
columns of the L'Univers, and various associations were 
formed to assist in arousing interest in a question that 
must have appealed to many liberally minded men. 

But, when the clerical forces became active, anti- 
clericalism revived. The activities of the Church in 
spreading propaganda for its cause, led men of the Left 
to take alarm, and, when some of them discovered a 
counter-cry, the fight was on. The revival of the 
Church question led to the discovery that, contrary to 
the law, the Jesuits were back in France, and that schools 
of the order were quite numerous in certain sections of 
the country. Then it was that the Radicals began to 
howl, and Gi zot found himself between Montalembert’s 
Young Catholics on the one hand and a growing anti- 
Jesuit party on the other. To extricate himself from 
this uncomfortable position was the Minister’s principal 
necessity, and to accomplish this, he must quiet the one 
by means of the other. He practically promised the 
Catholics that he would abolish the monopole universitaire, 
with all its objectionable features, if they would consent 
to the exclusion of the Jesuits. Âs a move in this direc- 
tion, Villemain proposed, in 1844, a compromise, to the 
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effect that any Frenchman might open 2 school upon 
submission of evidence as to his intellectual and moral 
capacities, and even this evidence would not be required 
of those who belonged to frec seminarics, as long 25 those 
seminaries remained no larger than they were in 1828. 
There was, however, one more clause that provided that 
no person was entitled to enjoy any of these privileges 
who could not show that he did not belong to “any 
religious conggation not legally recognized in France.” 
This pro] created a furore among the Deputies. The 
Left Aeclared that Guizot had betrayed the University, 
while the Catholics cried out that they had been tricked 
Les the Minister. In June, the matter was debated in the 

hamber. Thiers opposed the Government”s plan, and 
Montalembert and Re attacked it, thou F from à 
different angle.’ Again, the Ministry withdrew its 
measure, and announced that another law would be 
forthcoming. 

In preparation for another effort to extricate itself, 
the Government removed Villemain from the Ministry 
of Public Instruction, and Salvandy, a more moderate 
man, replaced him. The effect of Salvandy’s appoint- 
ment appeared shortly afterwards, when the distinctly 
Radical lectures at the University were suppressed. The 
courses of Quinet and Michelet, against whom Montalem- 
bert’s followers had protested, were closed. This action 
was followed up by a ministerial order of December 7, 
1844, which increased the Royal Council on Public 
Instruction by seventy members. These tactics alarmed 
the Left. Would Guizot yield to the Church after all ? 
Many believed that this was the case, and the deposed 
Villemain, together with Cousin, Hébert, and Dupin, 
began crying out against Church influence, 

ds situation was too good a one for Thiers to allow 
to pass, and, on May 2, 1845, he joined the Left and staged 
a scene by which he maÿ have hoped to drive out the 
Guizot régime. On that day, he began his famous 
interpellation of the Ministry in regard to the Jesuit 
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order, He traced the vicissitudes of that socicty in 
France since 1790. In fact he delivered a complete 
history of their order. It is said that he rarely composed 
his speeches beforehand, but this could hardly have been 
the case with the oratorical performance of May 2, when 
he demanded the enforcement of the existing laws 
against this order.#4 The result of the interpellation, 
was the vote of the Chamber to form a Committee to 
frame a new law against the Society of Jesus. 

Thiers and his colleagues had thoroughly aroused 
public opinion, and supporters flocked from all sides; 
even Émile de Girardin upheld him in the Presse%5 He 
was fast sorenchine himself, too firmly, perhaps, on the 
side of the Left. But he had salved his conscience by 
declaring that he was not attacking the Ministry from any 
party point of view; he declared that he was only pro- 
tecting the laws of France, and trying to prevent the 
Cabinet from making a mistake that would cause it to 
lose the power that it had hitherto enjoyed! He 
protested his sincere respect for religion, but admitted 
that he felt “un amour jaloux pour les droits de l’état.” 

Naturally, Guizot did not place much confidence in 
Thiers” avowal that he was trying to protect the Ministry! 
The Minister perceived that, if he yielded one inch to 
the Jesuits, or even himself supported them, Thiers, 
supported by a pack from the Left or the Right, as the 
case might be, would have the Ministry cornered.t 
Guizot was seeking a loophole for escape, and his search 
was successful. Through Rossi, he attempted to persuade 
the Pope to advise the Jesuits to retire from France. On 
July 6, the Pope consented, and the Government issued a 
notice to this effect. Some houses were closed, and their 
numbers went to other establishments of the order. The 
Catholics, astonished, yielded to Rome, or rather to 
Guizot through Rome, and Thiers and the Left ceased 
their cry “ Aux Jésuites” The Ministry had again won 
ja Pants both Cacholics and Opposition had been 
tricked. 
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One effect of the affair “ Aux Jésuites?” was to bring 
the various elements of the Opposition closer together. 
Having failed in his attempt to oust Guizot by this 
pes Thiers resorted to a more definite alliance with 

arrot, in the hope of breaking the Conservative majority 
that supported the President. 

Their plan was to demand a moderate electoral 
reform that should be obtained by doubling the number 

roposed, and to set the franchise at one hundred francs. 
Wen this programme became known, the number of 
Guizot's su] ters began to dwindle, with the result 
that, when Thiers attacked him for agreeing to stand by 
England in her opposition to the annexation of Texas 
by the United States, à bare majority upheld the Govern- 
ment.*”’ On this occasion Guizot actually talked of 
resigning, but the prayers of the King dissuaded him from 
carrying out his threat, Louis Philippe had now reached 
his seventy-second year, and it was becoming increasingly 
difficult for him to tolerate changes of ministers and of 
policy. Heclung to Guizot, and, in an effort to make his 
continuance possible, he dissolved the Chamber on 
Ju 6, 1846. 

ce again, the elections were well managed by 
Duchâtel. Superior functionaries of the Government 
were the ministerial candidates for Deputies’ chairs ; 
Guizot’s system of obtaining a majority was now manifest 
to the world. Against this practice, Catholic and Liberal 
alike protested. The organs of the Opposition blarcd 
forth their protests. Through L'Univers, Montalembert 
and Veuillot demanded Liberty of Instruction and 
“clean government” Electoral Reform and Labour 
Legislation became the cry of the Réforme and the Presse. 
Although they understood these things differently, the 
entire Opposition, united in denouncing the “ reign” of 
Guizot, Amid the bedlam, might be heard the sharp 
phrases and shrill tones of Thiers, who played a whole 
orchestra of newspapers. Through his frienéship with 
Léon Faucher, he controlled the Courier Français. Some- 
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time previous, he is said to have remarked of the latter : 
“I am sure of his devotion. Madame Thiers and my 
mother-in-law receive Madame Faucher.” 3% He could 
influence the Constitutionnel through Veron, who used 
to come early in the morning to the Place Saint-Geor 

to discuss politics, while Thiers shaved himself. His 
acquaintance with Marrast, kept him in close touch with 
the National, now that Carrel was no longer there to 
oppose him. "These were the principal supports of the 

D poiéion but there were oibers; les culent, pechaps, 
but really effective. 

The talk of electoral reform and of Labour legislation 
had enlivened the interest of the nation, and the events 
of the year 1845, had quickened its sympathies for the 
Pl sition. In response to the encouraging statements 
of Thiers, Barrot, and the newspapers, there had been 
many Labour demonstrations that should have embarrassed 
these leaders who were playing so desperate a game. 
The small commercants of Paris, Beziers, Toulouse, 
Bordeaux, and Rouen had leagued agaïnst the united 
competition of the larger houses.® ‘The carpenters at 
Tours had struck.® In Lyons, labourers had established 
their own paper, L'Écho de PIndustrie, in which they were 
airing their grievances.t At Nantes, carpenters, iron- 
workers, butchers, and riveters had joined in strikes to 
demand more wages, and at Clermont-Ferrand there had 
been 2 serious demonstration ofstonemasons and builders.48 
All of these troubles had occurred between August 26 and 
October 30 of the year 1845, and there were 28 many 
upheavals during the latter part of the same year. | 

This condition of unrest affected not only politicians 
and industrials, but it was spreading among the general 
reading public. It was reflected in the literature of the 
Forties. Hugo, Béranger, Georges Sand, and Eugène 
Sue wrote of the common people, and described their 
lot. The works of the historians, Michelet, Lamartine, 
Thierry, and Thiers, treated of the rise of the lower classes. 
As able a political scientist as Alexis de Tocqueville 
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described, in a work of superior merit, the experiment of 
democracy across the Atlantic. Uncémcionty , perhaps, 
but, nevertheless, certainly, these writers and their fellows 
aided the cause of Reform. But, in spite of the growing 
army of the Opposition, Guizot won the elections in 
August, 1846. It was, however, the last victory, and it did 
not discourage or disrupt the Opposition. Certainly, the 
spirit of its leader was serene and confident, even though 
he himself suffered a temporary reversal of fortune. A 
change had come over France, but Guizot refused to 
recopnize either the fact or its durable character. This 
much, Thiers recognized, and it gave him courage. 
On August 22, he wrote a very interesting letter to 
Mignet : 


“ My dear friend, I have wanted to write you for 
several days, but my work, the Chamber and a crowd 
of things that always come up during retreats (and 
Tam making one at present) have prevented me 
realizing my desire. To-day, before working, for 
I am at present writing a book of my History, I 
will give you a few bits of news of the day. 

ét F assed three weeks at Havre. ] Le rarely 
worked. so hard as I did there, for, beside from seven 
to eight hours for my History, | gave as many to the 
lumberyards, ports, propellers and engines! All 
that délighted me as instruction and as national 
service. 1 found the workers admirable. Havre is 
the only French port that has all the grand airs of 
England. During one tide 1 saw arrive and depart 
fifty large vessels. I can assert from the bottom of 
my heart that 1 do not regret my loss of power, but 
at Havre I was sorry not to be Minister of the Navy; 
one could do many and valuable things. But the 
administrative incapacity of our Government 
all imagination. If 1 had the time I would tell you 
things that would astonish you ; my informants were 
agents of the Government, the Chamber of Commerce 
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composed of Conservatives. Havre has charged me 
to defend all its interests, and along with that it 
has named a Deputy who is of the ministerial party, 
but who, they say, is foolish, incapable, and ignorant 
of the first things about the country. But they 
elected him in pursuance to a sort of docility of 
which they are not conscious. That is the spirit of 
this day. The time of mutiny is passed ; the age of 
docility has come. It, t00, will pass in its turn; but 
in the meantime the power does what it wishes, does 
not do what it does not wish to do, and is the master, 
as Napoleon wasin histime; not because it has glory, 
merit, or any particular utility, but because this 
is the hour of domination. ever is provided 
for to-day will be the master for the time being. 
“Tam that one of all statesman ofto-day whom the 
electors have least surprised. Without daring to sa 
it, I expected worse. I am supporting my frien 
who need my help, and I should add that they behaye 
well, except two or three weak souls, who wanted to 
go to the Left two years ago, and who now would 
return to the Centre, if they dared. All that is a 
small matter, the end is all, and the more I think on 
it, the more convinced I am that an end and aim 
are worthy of sacrifices and of patience; to give a 
little foresight to the country, without pushing it 
AritoWars to Gb ie nue dote le nome dits 
organize its forces, to prevent it especially from 
prostituting justice, and to force the administration 
away from electoral intrigue. . . . I will hold good 
without anger, without relenting, and I will bring 
my party through. I have never expected durable 
success for myself and I do not expect any more for 
my enemies. AÏl passes, all changes; the world 
is a movable stage, whose mobility is proportionate 
to the brevity of our life. With each of us, there is 
sufficient time for failures and for successes, Some 
commence well, and finish bad; others commence 
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bad, and fnish well. No one dies without having 
had his portion of good and evil fortune. I cannot 
tell you how much all this seems to me like 1 scene 
at che opera, changing at the sound of the machinist’s 
whistle. In truth, I think, I have not even need to 
be consoled. 

“I continue my book, and, given over to my 
fatural common-sense, confronted with the follies 
that passion commits, I will have all the severity of 
judgment that you desire me to have. 1 only fear 
one thing: to extinguish the poetry of the subject 
by the logic of the historian. Évil try to substitute 
a genuine sentiment for enthusiasm; it is the sad- 
ness of an enlightened and suffering patriotism. I 
am going to print, 

“There is nothing of interest here. The powers 
(of the Deputies} arc being verified. Pcople malign 
each other; no one is convinced, but all believe that 
irregularities have been committed. Vou cannot 
imagine what they do. They suspend judgment at 
tri in order a hold the leaders n cts of 
dependence. They pardon the condemned, they 
exempt from military service . . . they classify and 
reclassify routes; in a word, there is not a single 
function attributed to the Government that is not 
become a source of evil. This sight ends by striking 
the mind. The sncompatibihtés will not be voted by 
this Chamber, and électoral reform is inevitable. 
I have in mind a little reform that will hardly cha: 
ne but that will have infallible ts. We 

ill talk of it again.” ‘ 


In such a vein Thiers wrote to Mignet, the man whom 
he trusted most, and who, in September, 1845, believed 
that the Dynasty was nearing shipwreck.#* His reply to 
Thiers was a warning and a prophecy that finally attained 
fulfilment. “When you shall have finished your history, 
you shall not have pont the last word, for in politics there 
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is a great and difficult task reserved for you. It must not 
find you unequal to it in physical force, while you will be 
equal to it in intelligence and in desire. You shall under- 
take it, and you shall be just as vigorous and active, but 
more temperate, I hope. It is gain without loss that you 
have before you” # 

When this correspondence ended, a new career was 
opening for Thiers. The scope of his influence and the 
quality of his statesmanship was enlarged by changes in 
the French Chamber and in the English Cabinet. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER XIV 


2 Thiers: Discours, V. 152, 156 1qq.: November 25, 1840. 
3 Ibid, V. 299-306 : December 5, 1840. 
3 Jhid, V. 406: February 25, 1841. 
4 See Thureau-Dangin : Fe 82 Étae Sous La Monarchie de Juillet. 
Duvergier de Hauranne, Herry, June 27, 1841, to Thien, Biblio 
thèque Nationale, 20,616, 4. 

‘ The: Dico, VI 3: January 20, ie. 

id, VI. 63: January 22, 1842: pp. 81-82. 

8 Ibid, VL. May Lo, Ha pe 

9 Mignct, Paris, July 14, 1842, to Thien. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,616 ; Série 2, 20 

39 Merriam, Paris, July 15, 1842, to Thien. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,616; Série 2, 25, 

À Mignet, Paris, July 14, 1842, to Thien. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,616 ; Série 2, 26. 

1% Duc d'Orléans, St. Cloud, Mercredi Soir, 1842, to Thiers: Série 2, 
30. Same to same, Villiers, Mardi (probably), 1841: 20. Ducheste 
d'Orléans, St. Cloud, August 25, 1842: Série 2, 31. Thiers, Paris, 
Lundi Matin, 1842, to Madame Thiers: Série 2, 38. Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,616. 

1 Jbid., Thiers, Paris, Mardi, 1842, to Madame Dosne. Bibliothèque 
Nationale : 20,616 Série 2, 39. 

: : Madame Dosne's Notes, July, 1842, p. 217. Bibliothèque Thiers : 

ol. in 4°. 32. 

16 Thiers, Paris, Mardi, 1842, to Madame Dosne. Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,616; Série 2, 39. 

18 Félicie Dosnc: Correspondance, pp. 69-70. Madame Dosne, Vichy, 
July 17, 1842, to Thiers. 

#7 Alexis de Tocqueville, Paris, Lundi Matin, 1842, to his wife. Château 
Tocquerille, 

Y 















321 


Google MERS ! 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


18 Midame Dome Notes, July 1842, p. 220. Bibliothäque Thiers : 
Fol in 4°, 32. 

19 Thiers: Discowrss VI. 206, 209, 20-51 : August 20, 1842. 

® Guizot: Mémoires, VIL 37. Louis Philippe, Neuilly, August 20, 
1842, to Thiers: Série 2, 28. Ducheue de Masa, Catenay, August 22, 
1842, to Then : Série 2,24. Archbüthop of Aix, Aix, January 13, 143, 
to Thiers: Série 3, 1. Montslembert, Solesmes, August 22, 1842, to 
Thien : Série 2, 29. Pisatory, Chiteau Larellière, August 23, 1842, to 
Thien: Série 2, 32. Madame de Rémurat, LafBtte, Mardi, 1842, to 
Thiers: Série 2, 3$. Gustave de Beaumad, Pari, October 16, 1842, to 
Thien : Série 2, 37. Bibliothèque Nationale, 20616. 

2 Thien, Paris, Mardi, 1842, to Madime Dosne. Bibliothèque 
N Série 2, 39. 

# Thiers, Vienns, September 9, 1842, to Monsieur Marin. Biblio- 
thèque Natiomale, 20,616, 22. 

Mignet, Air, October 8, 1842, to Thien. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,616; Série 2, 27. 

4 Of all the faculties that 1 envy the most at the moment à not 
that one to which you attach the greatest importance and which gives 
you +0 much honour in society. I is frank y de aculey hat you bave of 
taking a nap after dinner” Duvergier de Hauranne, Herry, June 27, 
143,0 Then, Bibliothèque Nationale, 20616; Série 3, Le. 

3 Viscomte de Launay: Lettres Paririommes, IV. 83: June 22, 1844. 











% Duvergier de Hauranne, October 13, 1843, to Thien. _ Bibliothèque 
Nasionale, 29,616; Série 3, 13. 
* Thiers: Discours, VI. 253-54: January 16, 1844. 
D Ve: 844. 





n ous 573: January 27, 1845. 
%t Vicomte de Launay, Leures Parisimmer, TL. 215: March 25, 


1845. 

% Thiers: Discours, VL. 449 uly 13, 1 

W jbid., VL. de Va HUE RL HA Mt 2, 1845. 

3% La Preue, May 5, x845 
Earlier, "hier were à “We are free ! There is no use in deviating, 
no use in throving ourselves to the Right after having lived too long with 
the Left; we mut maintain our sta and keep our potion, 
which, Lthink, is excellent. The Left Centre has only to mit o became 
master of the tituation, especially when there is no hurry : our conduet 
is easy.” Thiers, Lille, October 10, 1844, to Ganneron. ” Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,616 ; Série 4 28. 

%? Thiers : Discours, VII. 6-33 : January 20, 1846. 

3% Veron: Mémoires d'un Bourgeois de Paris, LIL. 299 (1838). 

% Protest Archives Nationales, BB 18, 1436, 1193, 1197, 1437. 

4 Reports. Archives Nationales, BB 18, 1219, 1436. 

“ Reports. Archives Nationales, BB 18, 1900. 

322 








LEADER OF DYNASTIC OPPOSITION 


s Archives Nationales, BB 18, 1436, 1621, 1435, 839, 807. 
# Then, Parit, August 22, 1846, to Mignet. Bibliothèque Thiers, 
Fol. 546-7. 


% Mignet, Aix, September 6, 1846, to Thiers. Bibliothèque Nationale, 
20,617; Série 1, 25. 
45 Migner, October 8, 1846, to Thiers. Bibliothèque Nationale, 





20617; Série 





323 


Google MERS ! 


CHAPTER XV 
THIERS, PALMERSTON AND BANQUETS (1846-48) 


Taxe elections of July, 1846, threw Thiers definitely into 
the arms of the group that followed Barrot and Duvergier 
de Hauranne, who were demanding reform, and, from 
the latter part of that year their new allÿ, convinced by 
the corruption that he had seen and about which he 
had written Mignet, became a Réformiste. In the eyes of 
the Barrotists, he was the most important spokesman that 
they possessed. He alone could vie with Guizot, and of 
them all, he could point out with more clarity, tact, and 
precision, the points at issue between the Opposition and 
the Government. Of these, there were two that were of 
especial importance : the extension of the suffrage, and 
the reduction of the number of office-holders who sat 
in the Chamber of Deputies. 

Although the amount of assessment required for the 
franchise had been reduced in 1831, the arrangement that 
prevailed continued to exclude many intelligent citizens, 
opel lawyers and physicians, who were the very flower 
of the middle class. e Reform Party now demanded 
that the exercise of onc of the liberal professions be recog- 
nized as an electoral qualification. Of all people, Guizot 
opposed this demand, and by supposing a deep gulf that 
separates intelligence and capacity !? ‘The second issue 
was a practice that had become one of the principal 
props of the Guizot system, the filling of the Chamber of 
Deputies with men who were in the employ of the Govern- 
ment, and the ministerial manipulation of the elections. 
In regard to this double abuse, the Réormistes did not 
seck to prevent every office-holder from becoming a 
Deputy, but they wanted to restrict the number of 
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office-holders who could sit in the Chamber. Only in 
this way, they asserted, could the independence and 
authority of the votes of the Deputies be preserved. 

This, in general, was the platform of the Reform Party 
in 1846. Îtis true that each of the leaders had his own 
particular ideas, but they agreed in essentials. And 
when Thiers defined his own opinions in the matter of 
reform, they were found to fit in with those of Barrot, 
Rémusat, and Duvergier de Hauranne. His plan called 
for a general reduction of the tax qualification for franchise, 
a consequent increase in the number of electoral colleges, 
and a greater representation of the large towns® In this 
last demand, one may see the influence of the observations 
that he made in England during the preccding year. 

The possibility of success for such a programme, 
seemed remote to Guizot when he emerged victorious 
from the elections of 1846. He regarded the Réformistes, 
or Constitutionalists, as they were often called, as theorists 
who were dangerous, but who need not be taken 100 
serously, In this opinion, however, he was mistaken ; 
Guizot failed to take into consideration a change in 
Ministry that had just taken place in England ; he did 
not perceive that the retreat of the Tories before Palmer- 
ston, might have à stimulating effect upon the Opposition 
in France. It never occurred to him dut English Whigs, 
who mistrusted his foreign policy, and French Constitu- 
tionalists, who hated all his policies, might join together 
against him and try to accomplish his Overthrow. Once 
Palmerston had outwitted Thiers; it was not impossible 
that he might now be able to outwit Thiers’ rival. 

Only 2 little while before the return of the great Whig 
minister, Anglo-French relations had nearlÿ come to 
grief over the question of the Spanish marriages. Albert, 
Prince Consort of England, desired that his nephew 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg be married to Isabella, who had 
just ascended the throne of Spain. For obvious reasons, 

rance had not fayvoured this scheme, and to save the 
alliance between the two countries, Aberdeen had 
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promised to abandon the plan, and to allow Louis Philippe 
to marry his son Montpensier to the younger sister Of 
Isabella, one month after the young Queen had herself 
been provided with à husband. But, while Guizot trusted 
Aberdeen and believed that he would keep his promises, 
he was not sure that Palmerston, his successor, would 
observe them. Accordingly, in the hope of gaining a 
march on the new Premier, Guizot instructed Bresson, 
his minister at Madrid, to arrange for the marriage of 
Isabella with the Duc de Cadiz,and for that of theQueen’s 
sister with Montpensier. Contrary to the agreement 
with Aberdeen, these instructions proposed that both 
marriages should occur Ke oise When this move 
became known, England proteted. Once again the 
English alliance was endangered. 
is situation was exactly what the Opposition in 
France desired, and its spokesman lost no time in making 
the best ofit. To the surprise of many, the amusement 
of some, and the disgust of others, Thiers took the side of 
Palmerston and the aggrieved English Government ! 
Gone were the memories of the quarrels of 1840, the 
bitter back-bitings and hatreds. À few short years had 
healed wounds that had been declared incurable! 
Palmerston was a Whig ; in 1846, Thiers was a Constitu- 
tionalist, a Réfermiste himsclf. What was morc natural 
than that they should be brought together? Even as 
carly as 1837, the little Frenchman was credited with 
having declared, “I am a revolutionist in the good 
sense of the word, and I desire the success of my brethren 
in any country.” * Palmerston hated Louis, and Thiers 
hated Guizotists. Nothing was simpler than to arrange 
an entente cordiale between them. To this entente, two 
things contributed. 
Upon his return from Spain in 1845, Thiers had made 
a visit to England. Although it was unofficial, the 
journey had a real political significance, for he dined with 
Whie as well as with Tory. It cannot be definitely 
established that he saw Palmerston, but it is not at ail 
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unlikely that the two men met.  Duvergier de Haurenne, 
the friend of Thiers, virtually calls the trip a peace move, 
an eflort to dissipate the bad feeling that Thiers had 
aroused in England at the time of the Mehemet-Ali 
affair4 Another factor contributed to this strange 
alliance, and this was the fact that Normanby, the friend 
of Palmerston, was sent to Paris as English Ambassador. 
Normanby immediately sought out Thiers, and the two 
became firm friends. At a later time, the Ambassador 
even supported the Opposition against the very Govern- 
ment to which he was accredited ! 

Bereft of English sympathy, and confronted with an 
alliance of English Waig and French Constitutionalist, 
Guizot had no other alternative than to adopt the 

rinciples of Metternich and have his turn “ at becoming 
; RU je pe This fact served the interest of passes 
leader of the sition. ‘The more reactionary the poli 
of Guizot became, the more readily Tiens ford sn 
increasing mpere in the Chambers. The game of the 
Opposition Deputy was clever and was well played, but 
he did not perceive that he was riding a horse that might 
run away with him, and carry him farther than he desired 
to go. Too often, the mud he splashed in Guizot’s face, 
besmirched, also, that of his King. There was a particle 
of truth in the words that Madame Adelaide is said to 
have addressed to him, on that fatal day of February 1848, 
“Itis you who have lost us, Monsieur Thiers” # It was 
not a fault of intention but of judgment and of gross 
miscalculation. When the Chambers opened, he launched 
his attack against the Ministry. Several events had 
occurred to give point to his comments. 

In Romagna, a new Pope, Pius EX, had proclaimed an 
amnesty for political offenders. This indication of 
Liberal sympathies had been followed up by vague 
promises of reform in the Papal States. Into Cracow 
Austrians had come, and the city had been annexed. The 
marriage of Montpensier to the Spanish Princess was a 
fait accompli, and, consequently, English hostility to 
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France had revived. "This was the situation when the 
Parliament opened and Louis Philippe had dared to 
felicitate himself, Ministry, and Chamber, on the happy 
and healthy condition of French relations in Europe. 
But the Opposition did not feel that this was a time for 
congratulations, and they regarded the King’s speech as 
ridiculous. Conscquentiy, they attempted to force upon 
the Government a Reply to the Throne that contained 
a stronger word than protester in regard to the Austrian 
action towards Cracow. It was Thiers, their spokesman, 
who took this occasion to attack, in general, the foreign 
policy of the July Monarchy. 


“If the Chamber deigns to give a little attention 
to my actions, Ï hope he it will bear in mind the 
great repugnance with which I approach this dis- 
cussion. It is not because 1 experience any em- 
barrassment in touching upon the subject with 
which you are concerned. În fact, how could we, 
members of the Opposition, who are in no way 
responsible for the present situation—how could we 
be embarrassedi You now what the situation is. 
By the deplorable event at Cracow, France has been 
separated from the Powers on the Continent. The 
isolation that we adviscd several years ago a5 a 
temporary attitude, as a more dignified way of 
entering the concert of Powers, and that the Govern- 
ment then declared was bad and fatal, that isolation 
is now the policy forced upon France. For how 
long? I do not venture to say. 

“That is not all. Within our country, a bad 
harvest, that is the fault of no one, and a financial 

icy that is the fault of someone, has made our 
internal situation as difficult as our external relations. 
To-day, France has no friends; Austria and the 
Holy Alliance would force the country te uphold 
Reaction, and the Liber:l movements that are just 
appearing must gather around England. t 
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country; in turn, has been alienated by our haste to 
marry off Montpensier and to gain the alliance of 
Spain. France should not have tried to establish her 
infuence in the Iberian Peninsula by mariage but 
by supporting the Spanish revolution.” 


While this speech was undoubtedly the sincere protest 
of a Liberal against Guizot's policy of non-intervention, 
it was, as well, a gage of friendship to the Whigsin England. 
It was à way of telling Palmerston what vrould happen if 
the Dynastie Opposition gained control, and it marked 
the establishment of real understanding between Thiers 
and the Whig Premier. For the former, it was a brisk 
about-face, and yet, it was a more fair and a more parlis- 
mentary procedure than another method that he might 
have adopted. Had Thiers been thinking of himself 
alone he would have taken more of a part in the secret 
activities of the various sections of the Opposition during 
the summer and autumn of the year 1847. But he was 
thinking of France, and so, while he was willing to attack 
the Government from the Tribune, he refused to be 
partyto conspiracy. And it was conspiracy that developed 
among the Left in Paris, after the stormy scenes in the 
Chamber of Deputies during the last year of the July 
Monarchy. 


To meet the situation created by the call for elections 
in 1846, a temporary alliance of Thiers, Barrot, and 
Duvergier de Hauranne had taken place. Most of the 
members of this entente, were popularly known as Con- 
stitutionalists. ‘They were the advocates of a constitu- 
tional and monarchistic system of government. But 
this union had been followed by one of a more permanent 
and more inclusive character. Barrot and Duvergier 
joined with Pagneux, Marrast, and Marie, and this fusion 
amounted practically to an alliance of the Left Centre 
with the Left, or Constitutionalist with Republican. 
Thiers was undoubtedly interested in the movement. 
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He lmew Barrot quite well, Duvergier was an intimate 
friend, and Marrast, as editor of the National, had sup- 

rted him in his campaigns against Guizot between 
1840 and 1846. But although the Deputy was peronally 
acquainted with a number of the members of the new 
combination, he was by no means in favour of all that 
they did, and of ll that they said. The fusion had been 
made to combat parliamentary corruption and to extend 
the suffrage. In the eyes of Thiers, that was good, but 
he did not approve of their methods, and he feared that, 
with an increase of supporters, their demands would go 
beyond the limits that he had set. He stood for a moder- 
ate extension of the suffrage, and that was all. Further- 
more, he disapproved of the methods that they adopted. 

To spread their doctrines they proposed, à la manière 
d'Angleterre, to organize petitions and political banquets. 
Its, indeed,odd that Thiers has been credited with having 
instigated the Reform banquets, and with then having 
abstained from them. Even so keen an observer as 
Alexis de Tocqueville intimates as much, and he 2dds : 
“Wherefore, surrounded his personal friends, he 
(Thiers) remained mute A motionless, while for three 
months Barrot travelled all over the country making 
speeches”” 7 But this accusation and others of a like 
nature, cannot besubstantiated. On the contrary, Thiers 
was worried and annoyed by the banqueters. 

The first banquet was held at Château-Rouge, Paris, 
on Jr 9 1847: At this affair, Duvergier and Barrot 
made toasts in which they inveighed against the Ministry 
and its practices. Their remarks approached very near 
to the point of attacking the Monarchy, itself. The 
attitude of their friend, who did not attend, is interesting. 
On July 14, Thiers wrote to Madame Dosne about the 
gathering, “The Reform banquet has worried many 
intelligent pool, and it is a very impolitic action on 
the part of our friends who are in the Opposition. ”# 
Madame Dosne enjoyed the full confidence of her son-in- 
law, and politics was their principal topie of conversation. 
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There would be no reason at all for Thiers to deceive the 
one whom he trusted above all others, in regard to his 
attitude to the banquets. 

Furthermore, there is additional evidence that he did 
not countenance the performances of his asociates. 
Madame Dosne was more radical in her opinion than her 
son-in-lw, and, on the very day that he wrote her about 
Chäâteau-Rouge, Madame sent to him a letter in which she 
tried to win him over to the movement. In this com- 
munication she even acknowledged that her own views 
were quite in accord with those of Duvergier® As to 
Thiers’ attitude, she commented as follows : 





“It is you who should rally these divergent 
opinions of a very small party. You are disgusted 
with power, my dear son, and you are tired of the 
lies ofmen. But great hearts should rise above these 
deceptions and should consider only the needs of the 
country; it is to them that a statesman should 
devote all his force and courage. Then, too, you 
should read into the hearts of your political associates, 
and you should remember that, unlike you, they have 
not experienced the deceptive satisfactions of power ; 
they aspire to it, need it, and these thoughts and 
desires motivate them. Do you think that the July 
Revolution could have been brought about by men 
without illusions, such as most of you have become ? 
And if you others, young men filed with the desire 
for good, if you had not joined in, do you believe 
that the bankers, fathers of families, would have fired 
the first shot? At that time, they thought that 
you were too ardent; you were the avant-garde, and 
you were carrying on everything. Now, the situation 
is less serious, but so disagreeable that you avoid it, 
delaying your action until the importance of the 
situation will make you come out of your tent. 

“Do not be surprised, therefore, if the soldiers 
murmur, and if they do little things while they are 
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waiting for greater ones. Rally them, speak to 
them the words you can make so seductive and that 
you have held back too much these past years. Give 


absolution 10 the men of Château-Rouge.” 19 


But the Depaty did not follow the advice of Madame- 
Mère, and he continued in his attitude of disapproval. 
In AugnE, Bugeaud wrote to express approval of his 
stand : 


“Whatever these Duvergier de Hauranne and 
others have to say about the dangers to liberty, that, 
according to them, are greater now than under the 
Restoration, we are not on the eve of a Revolution. 
Nevertheless, as you say, one must admit that these 
gentlemen present the question in an absurd fashion, 
and they invent such extravagant necesities, that 
they cannot help but over-excite and encourage 
the revolutionaries and that part of the people whose 
minds are eager for changes. . . . I Was very glad 
to know that you are not mixed up in all this, and 
that you did not attend the so-called patriotic 
banquet, which was au fond, very revolutionary in 
spirit, to judge by the toasts that were made.” 11 


These letters substantiate a statement that Thiers 
made in 185r, in regard to the banquets : 


“These banquets, conceived at the close of the 
session of 1847 by the electoral committee of Paris, 
to demand reforms proposed by Monsieur Duvergier 
de Hauranne and Fr Monsieur de Rémusat, were 
welcomed by all of the Opposition of the Left, but 
they aroused in me very little enthusiasm and very 
much alarm. I did not like the rather violent 
company that one was likely to meet at them, and 
I feared that the agitation aroused by these réunions 
was not a peaceable one. Furthermore, I knew 
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that I would have to listen to speeches that were 
not in keeping with my past or with my opinions. 
For these reasons I declined to attend them, and 
for that, I had cause to congratulate myself, for, 
within a short time they aroused public opinion 
to a point that was very alarming to those who 
were trying to take matters quietly. 1 believed 
that the new elections would give the Opposition 
a majority, without having recourse to exciting 
public sentiment.” 12 


Although he was unwilling to attack the Government 
by these illicit means, he did not refuse to perform his 
part in the Chamber, as a member of the Opposition, 
and whenever the Deputies were in session, he did not 
hesitate to attack the ernment. Às if to give further 
proof of his disgust with Guizot policy and his sympathy 
with Palmerston, Thiers resumed his interpellations of 
the Ministry. He tried to arouse among his colleagues 
an enthusiasm for the noble efforts of Italy. It was, 
indeed, an odd paradox that he who almost three years 
earlier had led the attack on the Jesuits, was, now, almost 
ultra-Catholic in his admiration for the Pope, whom 
many suspected of Liberal sympathie. From the 
Tribune, this most recent convert cried out, “ Courage, 
saint père, courage l°’1% He proclaimed his devotion 
to brave Swiss democrats, and lauded the wisdom of 
Frederick William IV, who had dared, in the face of 
Metternich, to promise his people a Constitution.‘ 
Like some of his fellows, Thiers failed to perceive that 
the promised constitution would not be a real charter 
of liberties, and that this act of the Prussian King was 
a step towards the consolidation of Prussian influence 
in North Germany and in the Rhenish States. Strange, 
indeed, is the contrast that is presented here ; the Deputy 
who, in 1840, decried Palmerston and British policy, 
now praised him and lauded the English parliamentary 
tribune!5 In 1848, he cried out from the Deputies : 
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“ Italiens, soyez unis! Peuples, princes, soyez unis ! 
Piémontais, Toscanes, Romans, Néopolitains, soyez 
unis!”16 But ten 8 later this same Deputy was 
bitterly opposed to the accomplishment of their designs. 

In all of these declarations of Thiers, there is one 
thing of great significance. No matter how much he 
inveighed against the Poe af_the Government, he 
never made any criticism of Monarchy.  Ttwas a principle 
and not a monarch that he was attacking; the principle 
happered-tw5 be Guiôt.- Le ror-res verne pas. 
Guizot govérned ; therefore, Guizot was responsible and 
not the King, To Loub Philippe, Bi attitne of respect 
and friendship continued, and it is quite apparent a 
until 1848, these sentiments were reciprocated the 
royal family. In January 1847, Thiers and his wife 
attended a function at Neuilly. Madame Adelaide had 
the Deputy summoned to her side and she recalled to 
him his first visit to Neuilly in July, 1830: “I do not 
forget those things,” she said? 

But 25 the Monarchy neared its close, the evidence of 
friendship for Thiers became less frequent. The in- 
creasingly violent attacks made by Thiers on the foreign 

icy irritated his royal master, but the fact that Louis 
hilippe was the advocate of policies s0 despised by 
Thiers, did not lessen the esteem in which the latter 
held his King. He understood the reasons for that 
monarch’s fear of war, and at a later time he put them 
into the following words : 


4 Charles X had ever before him the spectacle 
of the guillotine; before Louis Philippe there were 
the memories of the First Empire, and the sight of 
our burned and ravished provinces. 1 said one 
day to some Bonapartists, Do you lnow who is 
responsible for this peace-at-any-price policy for 
which you blame Louis Philippe? It is even 
yourselves. From your acts, he has retained an 
impression that will always dominate him,’ ” 
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In Thiers eyes, the King was not a coward. He was 
a philanthropist who deired to save humanity, but whose 
head was too much in the clouds. In 1840, when Thiers 
was carrying France to the verge of war, Louis Philippe 
remarked to him, at a review of troops : “* Look at those 
pee children. Do you desire to see them all perish 

efore the end of the year?” And this very humanity 
of the King made him fear the severity of the man who 
had so often carried him to the point of hostilities. “I 
like you better than Guizot,” the King said to him, 
“but with you and Broglie, I am never sure of not 
awakening and having a war in my nightcap””"#* That 
Thiers understood his King is clearly sous by a remark 
that he once addressed to Louis Philippe: “No, I will 
never be minister unless, being responsible, I am the 
master.”’19 But in 1847, Louis Philippe was the master 
through Guizot, and on the latter, the Opposition vented 
allits wrath. 


Along with the inauguration of the banquets, came 
Government scandals and trials of officials, on charges of 
corruption. These incidents lent only greater érlat to 
the Reform movement, and gave more reason to the 
vivid remarks of those who proposed the toasts. While 
the Chamber was in recess, k form banquets were held 
all over France, The principal speakers were Barrot, 
Dupont de l'Eure, Picard, Drouyn de Lhuys, Duvergier 
de Hauranne, and Garnier-Pagès. To incendiary speeches 
and Government scandals, were added bad harvests, 
floods, and failures on the Stock Exchange. When, 
therefore, the Chamber reconvened, the country was in 
a mood to demonstrate its hostility to the Ministry. 

At this point, Guizot should have resigned. In fact, 
even some of his intimate friends expressed the hope that 
he would do so. But to the President, the struggle had 
become a personal one with Thiers, and even though the 
welfare of the country was at stake, he was too proud to 
yield to the little Deputy. Instead, he proposed to 
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silence the Opposition by prohibiting the Reform 
banquets, and by submitting a scheme for electoral 
reform. To the first proposal Louis Philippe agrecd, 
but he refused to countenance the second, for he had 
been hurt by the refusal of some of the Opposition to 
drink the King” health at the banquets. Accordingly, 
the Ministry must either resign or go ahead, and the 
latter plan was adopted by Guizot. When, therefore, 
the year 1848 opened, the Cabinet was preparing for 
war to the death with the Opposition. 
The occasion for beginning the conflict was the Reply 
to the Throne. Urged on by Guizot, the ministerial 
proposed to insert the following phrase in the 
eply: “In the midst of the agitations that are being 
fomented by hostile and blind passions.” In the opinion 
of Thiers, it was this phrase that provokcd all the sinister 
events that followed.# From that hour, Barrot, Dufaure, 
and Garnier-Pagès never allowed the Ministry a moments 
respite from their relentless and cruel attacks. On 
January 25, Thiers joined them and pounced upon the 
matter of financial policy. In this speech he excoriated 
the Cabinet, and almost won the day. This assault was 
followed by others in which he criticized the diplomacy 
of the Ministry and succeeded in discrediting it further 
in the eyes of the Chamber. The Opposition was 
growing apace, for Thiers’ sallies and the fatal phrase 
used in the Address, had alienated for ever the men of 
the Left and the Left Centre from the Government. 
When, therefore, the Ministry refused to allow the 
electoral committee of the twelfth arrondissement in 
Paris to hold a banquet, Duvergier de Hauranne defied 
the Government by announcing that the Left would 
attend the banquet anyhow. He added, as well, that 
the banquet would be held.** In an effort to conciliate, 
the Government allowed a measure to be proposed 
that would suppress the words passions ennemies ou 
aveugles, but ee measure was lost.33 It remained 
to be seen if the Left would follow Duvergier and 
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disobey the Government by attending the forbidden 


function. 

The days that ensued were tense with uncertainty and 
excitement. Barrot, de Lasteyrie, and Vavin favoured 
defiance. Provided that Ledru-Rollin, the most radical, 
did not attend, and provided that the banquet was 
held in the Champs-Élysées, far from the quarter of the 
working people, these three promised to be present. 
But the Opposition was not a unit on this question. 
There remained some few Conservatives who cherished 
a more peaceable method of protest and of bringing 
Guizot to terms. These advised a general resignation 
from the Chamber, an act which would necessitate 
convoling one hundred and fifty electoral colleges. 
Among the lukewarm advocates of this more sensible 
plan was Thiers, to whom the proposal of Duvergier 
was tantamount to beginning a revolution. He said to 


his hot-headed friends : 


“The Government will resist; it could not do 
otherwise. If you try to brave its resistance, there 
will be a bloody afair. If, in this fray, the Opposi- 
tion is vanquished, it will be damned in the eyes 
of the country. All responsibility for the bloodshed 
will be placed upon it. If the Opposition is victori- 
ous, what will the victory be? le overthrow of 
the Monarchy perhaps. I do not desire your 
defeat or your victory. Hence I refuse the fight ; 
1 refuse the banquet, and to avoid both, 1 prefer 
even the plan of resignation, no matter how bad it 
may be in many ways.” % 


This was not the advice that the hot-heads desired ; 
Barrot and Duvergier were deaf to his pleas.* 

As time wore on, Thiers and Rémusat who were, b; 
this time in complete agreement, became more alarmed. 
Anxiously, they attended the next meeting of the Opposi- 
tion. It was held on February 13,in the entresol of the 
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Restaurant Durand, 2 Place de la Madeleine. There 
were gathered an odd assortment; all phases of the 
Oppoition were represented: the Left Centre, the 
Republican Left, and the Legitimists, Barrot and Berryer, 
Thiers and Garnier-Pagès, La Rochejaquelein and Duver- 
ier, de Rémusat and Lamartine, even Marrast of the 
atsonal. ‘The meeting was opened by Barrot, who held 
forth at great length against the plan of resignation. 
Chambolle replied to him and upheld the scheme. He 
relates that, after his speech, he was perplexed to discover 
that of the three former ministers present, two of whom 
had advocated the plan, not one of them arose to defend 
it. Hea mar Thiers, and asked him to explain his 
silence. answer that he received mystified him even 
more, “ They asked me not to take part in the debates 
to-day, and I have given my word not to do so.” % 
Chambolle’s bewilderment was dissipated later, when he 
was informed that, on the very day of the meeting, Thiers 
was still boping chu secret negotiations opened between 
Rémusat and the Government, would be successful. At 
that very time, he even had reason to hope for a recon- 
stitution of the Ministry.®’ For this reason, Thiers 
remained silent and did not speak his approval of any 
action. It was one more ofleyalty ro ouis Philippe. 
But he was destined to disappointment, for the Rémusat 
negotiations failed. "To make matters worse, another 
move that had been set into motion by hardier spirits, 
succeeded. Of this second overture to the Monarchy 
Thiers was aware, but his sinpproral was so strong that 
he hastened to disclose his feelings to Duvergier, who 
had kept him informed of all pe of the Opposition. 
Through Vitet, friend of the Minister of the Interior 
and of de Morny, the Duvergier-Barrot group finally 
came to an arrangement with Duchâtel. ‘The minister 
consented to allow the Opposition to make a test case 
as to the legality of the banquets. The proposed affair 
should be held in the Champs-Elysées, whither the 
Opposition might go accompanied by the National 
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Guard. The banqueters were to enter the hall, and 
then, at the first order from a commissaire de police, they 
should retire. The commissaire was then to lodge an 
order against them, thereby bringing before the proper 
tribunal, the matter at issue between the Opposition and 
the Ministry? 

This was the ridiculous compromise of February 20, 
1848. It was a mistake which both the Government and 
the Craie regretted before twenty-four hours had 
clapsed, for the more extreme of the Left set about to 
carry the arrangement further than many of the leaders 
of both sides desired. Without consulting the Deputies 
most concerned with the plan, Marrast of the Naional, 
Ledru-Rollin, and Garnier-Pagès drew up an elaborate 
programme of the event. On the following day, their 
unauthorized arrangements were printed and issued in 
what appeared to be an official form. The programme, 
as Publéhed in the National, called forth the entire 
population of Paris, and assigned to the various units of 
soldiers, National Guardsmen, students, political societies, 
clubs, Deputies, journalists, and workmen, places where 
A were to join the mammoth procession to the banquet 

. The announcement was couched in the form of 
an authoritative order.3* 

In reality, it had not emanated from the Government, 
nor from the Duvergier-Barrot group. It was the 
National that, after cighteen ycars, was attempting to 
dictate to Paris again, The Ministry was alarmed, for 
it perceived the danger of so large a demonstration as 
the Radical element of the Left pros to organize. 
At Guizot’s order, the Prefect of Police announced that 
the law against unauthorized processions would be 
enforced in the case of all those who tried to attend the 
banquet in a body. At the same time, Duchatel appealed 
indirectly to Rémusat with the request that he attempt 
to dissuade his more rash friends to abandon the idea. 

Upon receiving this request, Rémusat hurried to 
Thiers with whom he concerted to prevent the disastrous 
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affair. Together they went to the House of Odilon 
Barrot, where they found Duvergier, de Mälleville, and 
Abbatuci. The situation that they discovered was most 
alarming; all three of the latter favoured the idea of 
holding the banquet even in spite of the new restrictions 
that the Government had placed on the affair. After 
much argument, however, they finally consented to hold 
another meeting, where Thiers and Rémusat should 
have an opportunity of expressing their views. 

The second meeting was held at the Restaurant 
Durant, 2 Place de la Madeleine. “ Messieurs,” said 
Thiers, when he addressed the gathering, “1 perceive 
the bonnet rouge under the banquet table. As to the 
battle of which you talk, and which you scem to foresce, 
I do not desire it. Do you imow why? It is because 
I do not wish to be vanquished, and I desire even less 
to be the vanquisher.” % In order not to irritate too 
much the susceptibilities of his audience, he only touched 
on the banquet, which, he insisted, they must abandon.31 

His counsel prevailed, for, while no vote was taken, 
it appeared to Rénusar and his colleague, that the meet- 
ing was a]most unanimously in favour of Barrot’s announc- 
ing from the Tribune of the Chamber, that the demon 
stration would not take place. Confident of the general 
sentiment, Thiers approached Barrot, and said : 


“My friend, here is one of those occasions when 
you must know how to take a decision. Your party 
does not dare to recede (from its position). Take it 
out of its embarrassment. Mount the Tribune and 
say that, in view of the recent unforeseen resolutions 
wi the Government, the proposed manifestation 
would only be an occasion for bloodshed, and that 
you are unwilling to take such an extreme measure 
for the defence of a right, no matter how well 
founded it is. (Say) that you will continue to 
demand this right La other methods, and that, in 
consequence, you eall upon all good citizens to 
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remain at home. You will have all of the Chamber 
for you; you will prevent the mob from coming 
to-morrow; you will save order, and you will put 
the majority under obligations to you. A few of 
your friends will protest. Î offer to share the 
responsibility with you, and I promise to say 
whatever you wish.” 


Thiers relates that Barrot replied to him in the most 
obscure and vague terms.%! 

Meainwbhile, the gathering had broken up to proceed 
to the Chamber to carry on the interpellation of the 
Ministry. This was a practice that had become by now 
a daily occurrence. Thiers and Barrot proceeded to the 
Deputies. When they reached the mber, Barrot 
took his accustomed place in the Tribune, and began his 
interpellation. Although he spoke at length of the 
moderate sentiment of the Opposition, he did not say 
what Thiers had advised.* În spite of this omission, 
Thiers and his friends were convinced that all but 
Lamartine and a few exaltés, were willing to abandon 
the pee for the banquet. These last concurred heartily 
in the dramatic utterance of Monsieur Marie: “ Vous 
avez assigné un rendez-vous à la population de Paris; 
ce serait une lachéte d’y manquer; mais le peuple n’est 
point lâche, lui, et il y sera.” ## The more moderate ot 
the Opposition realized that the Radical Deputy had 
spoken the truth; Paris would be ready to-morrow. 

ith the fear of this in their hearts, they returned to 
Barrot's house to discuss the measures that should be 
taken to calm Paris, and to prevent a rising. Thiers 
did not join them: “I was resolved to combat with 
all my power the project of going to the banquet, if it 
was not abandoned, but to keep quiet, if my intervention 
was not necessary. The less Î meddled in matters, the 
less the Opposition would be accused of yielding to the 
paralyzing influence of Monsieur Thiers.” 2 

His conversation with Barrot and the behaviour of 
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the latter had thoroughly alarmed the Depaty, and, 
when he returned to the Place Saint-Georges, an incident 
occurred that disquieted him further. At his home, 
he found 2 long letter from an unknown person from 
whom he had been receiving communications for some 
time. The writer reproached him for his careless con- 
fidence and inactivity. It accused Thiers of not taking 
the situation seriously enough, “ We are nearing a great 
democratic crisis to which you should ally yourself. 
Commit yourself just a little, if only for the purpose 
of moderating and guiding the movement, of making it 
more innocent, and more useful.” The writer went on 
to rebuke him for wasting his time in the gratification 
of his Literary and artistic tastes, and for limiting his 
political activities to discussions with Rémusat. “ Rémusat 
is an crmine wrho fears to soil his fine clothes”: This 
letter made quite an impression on Thiers, so much so 
that he mentioned it to Rémasat that very evening and 
commented, “ It may be that we must resign ourselves 
every fifteen years, to seeing democracy make some great 
stride forward.” But, even then, he did not join with 
the exaltés in their plans. Instead, he warned them: 
“Tale care, if you miss the chance of making yourselves 
odious, not to miss the chance of making yourselves 
ridiculous.” ** But the Left seemed determined to do 
this very thing. They returned to their senses long 
enough to abandon the plan for the banquet, but they 
ermbarked upon another scheme that was almost as 


dangerous. 

The officers of the National Guard, that was permeated 
with Republicanism, were angry at the Deputies of the 
Left for what they termed their desertion. In an effort 
to appease the wrath of these gentlemen, Barrot, de 
Malleville, and Duvergier agreed to register an act to 
impeach the Ministry#® To Thiers, this plan was 
almost as foolih as the carlier banquet proposal, for 
such action would keep the public in its excited condi- 
tion; what Paris necded was time to quiet down. He 
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communicated at once, therefore, with Duvergier, who 
had always kept him informed as to their plans, and who 
had always received his advice courteousiy even though 
he did not often follow it.39 The reply that he received 
did not satisfy him, and so he decided to make another 
attempt to moderate the sentiment of his too radical 
friends. On the moming of the 22nd, he set out again 
with Rémusat to interview Barrot and to bring him to 
reason. It was at the latter’s house, that the accusation 
against the Government was being drawn up, and the 
two disciples of moderation hoped to forestall it, But 
when they arrived, they discovered, to their dismay, 
that the document had been already approved by 
Barrot’s followers. Much to the disgust of some of 
those who were present, Thiers began at once to argue 
the matter. Barrot was not cordial and responded 
with some heat. During the discussion, reports to the 
effect that the excitement was spreading throughout Paris, 
began to pour in, but the Opposition would do nothing 
to quiet the city. Rémusat and Thiers proposed a 
petition to the King to enlarge the Ministry. After 
some reluctance on the part of the gathering, Monsieur 
Sallandrouze asked that his section of the Opposition be 
allowed to present the measure that Rémusat and his 
friend had proposed. To this request, both of them 
acquiesced in good faith.#t 

xhausted by the excitement that prevailed at Barrot's 
house, Thiers left to reconnoitre and to inforfn himself 
as to the real condition of Paris. What he discovered 
appalled him. ‘I crossed the Place Louis XV, the 
Place de la Madeleine, to the Ministry of Forcign Affairs, 
and 1 returned by the rue Saint-Florentin. Children 
and workers were tearing up the strects with an un- 
imaginable promptitude; they were beginning to build 
barricades three rows deep.” 4 Opposite them stood 
troops, drawn up in order, silent, and obstinate.## ‘The 
memories of June, 1831 and of April, 1834 came up before 
the litile statesman. Those days were but a prelude 
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to a more awful day. In the barricades of that evening 
of February 22, 1848, he bcheld and recognized the 
possible setting of the sun of the July Monar. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER XV 


1 Monitrar, March 27, 1847. 

1 Duvergier de Haurioce, Hey, Jul 23, 1947, to Thiers Biblio. 
thdque Nationale, 2067; Sri 2 1 ds 

+ Quoued, Bourgeois: Modsre France, I. 275. Palmerston, London, 
22, 25, 29 September, 31 October 1846. P.RO.F.O. 27, 746, 14, 20, 
21,413 and 781, 25. 

À Duvergier de Hauranne, Herr, October 17 and 30, 1845, to Thiers. 
Bibliothèque Nationule, 20617; Série 5, 16 and 17. 

# Boughi: Musva dntelogia, 2° VI. 2723 277 637. 

# Thiers : Discours, VII. 363: February 4 1847. 

1 de Tocqueville : Swesirs, p. 19. 

NF. Dosne: Corréipondance, p. 163. Thiers, Paris, July 14, 1847, 
to Madame Dosne. See attitude of à Republican to the affair of Chiteau- 
Rouge. Garnier-Pagès: Histoire de La Révolution de 1848, IV. 102. 

* bia. p.159. Madame Dosne, Vichy, July 14, 1847, to Thiers, 

3 Jbid,, pp. 16061. Same. 

2 Bugacd, Le Daimati, August 1, 1447, to Thiers. Bibliothèque 
Natonile, 20617; Série 229, See alo Memiam, Paris nd. 1847, 10 
Thiers. Bibliothèque Nationale, 20,617; Série 2, 29. Bugemud, La 
Dalmatie, July 14, 1847, to Thiem. Bibliothèque Nationale, 20,617 5 
Série, 12. 

1 Thiers: Notes et Souvenirs, pp. 3-5. 

2 Thiers: Discours, VIL. 421-22 : February 4, 1847. 

M Jbid., VIE. 423, 42 

1 Ibid, VIE. 493: January 31, 1848. 

18 Ibid, VIL, 5A3-14: January 31 1848. 

47 F, Dose : Correspañdance, p. 149. Thiers, Paris, July 8, 1847, to 
Madame Dosne. 

13 Le Corrempéndance, October 10, 1922, p. 27 : Thiers to Lacombe. 

3 Tbid, December 11, 1922, p.28. Same. 

® Thiers: Noter #8 Souvenirs, p. 6. 

M Ibid, p.8. Thiers: Discoun, VIL. 432, 99. January 25, 1848. 

M Thiers: Notes ce Souvenirs, p. 9. 

FA loi, p. 10. See ao Thiers: Discours, VIL 591-93: February 10, 
1848. 

M Thiers: Notes st Souvenirs, p. 12. See aho Thiers: Discours, VIL. 
587-952 February 10, 1848. Thureau-Dangin: Hénoire, Mlle. Doanc's 
copy, MSS. note, p. 387. 

#"Duvergier de Hauranne, Paris, February 13, 1848, to Thien, 


34 























Google MIVERST ! 


THIERS, PALMERSTON AND BANQUETS 
Bibliothèque Nationale, 20,617; Série 3, 33. Thiers: Noter e! Souvenirs, 


12e 
F sf Quoted, Chanbolle, Rripars our La vis, p. 236, 

#7 Ibid, p.237. Thiers: Nos 44 Souvenirs, Pi 13: 

% Duvergier de Hauranne, Paris, February 19, 1848, to Thien. 
Bibliothèque Nationale, 20617: Série 3, 34. 

3 National, February 21, 18, 

® Quoted, Beaumont Vas 

M Thiers ? Notes et Sou 

5 Ibid, p. 19. 

3 Moniteur, February 21, 1848, p. 448. 

3% Quoted, Chambolle: Retours sur La vie, p. 231. 

3 Thiers: Notes #t Souvenirs, p. 21. 

2 Anonymous; Corbeil, February 20, 1848, to Thiers. Bibliothèque 
Nationale, 20,617, 

#7 Quoted, de Rémusat : Thiers, p. 97. 

2 Duvergier de Hauranne, Pari, February 22, 1848, to Thien. 
Hiitièque Nationale, 20,617; Série 3, 35. 

39 Thiers : Moter at Sovemnirs, p. 23. See also Duvergier de Hauranne, 

Paris, February 19, 1848, to Thiers, Bibliothèque Natiorale, 20,617; 








Soc ous Leds Philippe 
pe 18. 








Série 3, 34 
© Thiers: Moter et Souvenirs, p. 23. 
4 Ibid, p. 25. 
& Jhid,, pp. 45-26. 


S Hhidipr. 


345 


Google PL En 


CHAPTER XVI 
EXEUNT LOUIS PHILIPPE AND THIERS 


Wuzn Thiers made his exploration of Paris on that last 
night of the July Monarchy, he was confronted with a 
situation that was quite different from that which pre- 
yaïled on the eve of another French Revolution in which 
he had participated. In 1830, the capitalists had thrown 
the ee on the strects and thereby begun the move- 
ment that culminated in the departure of Charles X 
and the rise of a Bourgeois Monarchy in its stcad. But 
in 1848, it was the workers who took the initiative and who 
drove the King of the bourgeois from the capital. 

In Paris, during the months that preceded February 
1848, a new Opposition, more subtle than that in the 
Parliament, was preparing. It was this Speo, that 
Guizot and Thiers failed to consider, on the eve of the 
crisis in the Chambers. It could be found principally 
in three sectionsof the city, the Faubourgs Saint-Antoine 
and Saint-Martin, the Latin Quarter, and the Boulevards. 
In the Faubourgs, dwelt the labourers who had experi- 
enced two hard winters, frequent clashes with their 
employers, and who were being worked upon by the 
various Radical influences in the city. The Latin Quarter, 
home of the student-youth of Paris, was decidedly touched 
with Liberal tendencies. This element had been turned 
against the Government by the silencing of two of their 
most popular masters and by the compromises in the 
matter of public instruction that Guizot had recently 
made to the Catholics. On the Boulevards, were the 
small shopkeepers and retailers, These were, for the most 

art, intelligent and able, patriots, members of the 

ational Guard, and, by that very fact, convinced that 
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they had played a part in the establishment of the 
Bourgeois Monarchy and had got nothing outofit. Like 
their more elegant fellows, the lawyers and doctors, they 
too were disfranchised. 

Here was a mass of discontented citizens who were 
deprived of the right to exercise their opinions and who 
were played upon by Flocon, Blanc, Ledru-Rollin, and 
Marrast, through the Réforme, National, and the less 
pretentious papers of the Latin Quarter. This was the 
element that had taken heart when the Opposition made 
its demands for electoral reform and for the resignation 
of Guizot, whom they hated more than any other man 
in France. It was among these sections of Parissociety that 
the Reform party had found its greatest support, and it 
Was for them that the Reform banquets ni De given. 
AI the oratory of Barrot and Duvergier had been devoted 
10 arousing these classes. But when, on that February 
day, the Deputies of the Opposition, urged by Thiers, 
had decided to abandon the proposed banquet, the great 
mass of Parisians turned against them. It is important 
to remember that, outside of the Chamber, the Popular 
Opposition became, after February 21, hostile to the 

linistry and to most of the Deputies of the Parliamentarÿ 
Opposition as well. They soon took matters into their 
own hands, with the result that on the morning of 
February 22, they began to make their power felt. 

The first evidence of their activity occurred when the 
students from the Latin Quarter marched to the Chamber 
with à mammoth petition. About the same time, the 
labourers quit their work and went to the Champs- 
Élysées where the banquet was to have been held. By 
the late forenoon, the latter became so numerous that 

lice reserves were called to drive the mob from the 

ace de la Concorde. In retaliation, crowds began to 
pillage gunshops to procure arms. Àt two o’clock in the 
afternoon, the troops were called out, but the order was 
given not to fight. Probably, this was a wise command, 
for many soldiers were disaffected and could not have 
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been controlled by their officers, many of whom were of 
mediocre courage and ability. Plans had been laid for 
more extensive operations on the part of the military on 
the morrow, but, when the decision of the Opposition 
Deputies not to participate in a demonstration became 
known, these orders were cancelled. Evidently, the 
Government did not grasp the gravity of the situation. 
When cvening came, however, they should have realized 
the danger, for barricades began to appear in the streets 
where the workmen dwelt. 

The morning of the 23rd brought with it more serious 
news; the commanders of the National Guard gave 
notice that the men whom they had summoned were 
evidently arming, but that they were arming against the 
Ministry and not on its behalf. More barricades had 
appeared, especially in the vicinity of the rue Saint- 
Martin and the rue Saint-Denis. Around the Hôtel de 
Ville, the workmen had begun their attack, while the 
students were establishing themselves at the Panthéon. 
This was the situation when Thiers arrived at the 
Chamber of Deputies on that fatal morning. 

The Deputies had been in session only a short time, 
when they were informed that a great number of the 
National Guard was approaching the Chamber. The 
session was suspended immediately, until the lw-makers 
could ascertain the purpose of this unexpected visit. 
To this end, Thiers and Barrot went out to meet the 
Guardsmen. The latter harangued them at great length, 
exhorting them to order and to loyalty to the King. In 
the name of his fellows, he received their petition. When 
this ceremony had been concluded, the Deputies re- 
convened. It was now about two o’clock in the after- 
noon. The Opposition had just resumed its interpella- 
tion of the Ministry 28 to what measures it would take 
to calm Paris, when Guizot received a summons to the 
Tuileries. The President left the Chamber abruptly 
and hastened to the Palace, where he informed Louis 
Philippe that he could not sanction reform or order the 
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troops to fire on the National Guard: Thiers remarked 
later, that, on the afternoon of February 23 Guizot did 
not appear to realize the gravity ofthe situation. When 
the “President returned, Vavin took up the interpella- 
tion where it had been left off, but he found Guizot 
stubborn and reticent. Finally, however, the minister 
admitted that he had agreed to resign, and that the King 
had sent for Molé* If either the President or the King 
had thought to placate the Deputies by such an action, 
they were doomed to disappointment, The Chamber 
was astonished at this announcement, and no one was 
more surprised than Thiers, for, in the opinion of most of 
his colleagues, Molé was almost as impossible as Guizot. 
The perplexity of the Deputy from Aix, however, was 
even greater when Duchâtel came to him and when he 
received a summons from Molé.t 

Meanwhile, the news of Guizot’s retirement had had a 
beneficial efect on Paris; by five o’clock in the afternoon, 
it was reported that the city was calmer and that the 
crowds that thronged the streets were in a more amiable 
frame of mind. This improvement in the situation, 
however, was of brief duration, for at ten o’clock, a change 
occurred and Paris became infuriated. À large crowd 
had gathered around the National, where they were feast- 
ing and singing the Marseillaise. The mob was met by 
the Guard of the Foreign Office, with whom certain 
individuals began to fraternize, But the officer in com- 
mand of the troops refused to countenance it. He 
ordered his troops into line, a musket went off, and firing 
ensued. À hundred were killed on both sides. This 
incident set the spark to a conflagration that did not 
subside until Monarchy had been expelled again from 
France. Before the incident the only cries were “ Vive 
la Réforme,” but, after the fray at the Foreign Office, 
the pe sinister cheer of “ Vive la République ” was 

card. 

Shortly after this affair, Molé came to the Place Saint- 
Georges, and interviewed Thiers. The latter informed 
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the Count that he could not serve with him in a Cabinet, 
because he knew that Molé would not take Barrot and 
other men of the Opposition. He added that, if he joined 
any ministerial combination, he must be the head.5 
Moké then informed him that the King wished to ascer- 
tain how he would feel about becoming President of the 
Council, and what the conditions of his acceptance would 
be. To this question, Thiers replied that, as far as he him- 
self was concerned, he would accept without making any 
conditions. But he added that he believed that his friends 
would make conditions, and, among them, the dissolution 
of the Chamber.‘ When Molé had gone, Monsieur de 
Scala arrived from the bureau of the National, to tell Thiers 
that the attack of the mob had recommenced and that 
only the announcement of a Thiers-Barrot ministerial 
combination could save matters,? This news was given to 
Thiers a little after ten o’clock on the evening of February 
23; he did not receive à summons from the Tuileries 
until two o’clock the following morning. In the opinion 
of the Deputy, the King paid heavily for the precious time 
that was lost during the Molé negotiations. 

Ât last, during the earliest hours of the 24th, a message 
came to the Place Saint-Georges from Louis Philippe. 
It was delivered by General Berthois, who accompanied 
Thiers to the Palace. The streets were crowded ; in the 
lower part of the city, the two experienced some difficulty 
in making their way.’ When they arrived at the Palace, 
Thiers was met by the Duc de Montpensier and the Duc 
de Nemours who ran up to him and said: “ Ménagez le 
Roi” He was conducted immediately to the King’s 
apartment, where, he relates, he was much affected to 
find himseif in the royal presence again 

Louis Philippe was not in the best of humours. He 
grected Thiers with a question, “ Have you found me a 
Ministry?” The Deputy replied that he had just 
received His Majesty's commands. At this the King 
flared up, “Ah, you do not wish to serve under my 
rule?” The response was angry, “ No, Sire” There- 
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upon, the King suggested that they both try to be reason- 
able. He asked for a list of possible ministers? Thiers 
suggested Rémusat, Duvergier de Hauranne, and Barrot. 
At the mention of the latter, Louis Philippe was not 

leased1* He then asked what their platform would 

e. Thiers replied that it would probably be electoral 
reform, by the extension of suffrage to fifty or one hundred 
thousand more voters, and the dissolution of the Cham- 
ber24 The first stipulation the King accepted, but he 
objected to the dissolution of the Chamber, for, he said, 
a new Chamber would give them bad lawsi* From 
this pe the King turned to the more immediate ques- 
tion of controlling and fortifying Paris. À propos of this 
matter, he announced that he had appointed Bugeaud to 
the chief command. This intelligence alarmed Thiers, 
for, because of the pe that the General had played in 
suppressing the revolts of 1831 and 1834, old Bugeaud was 
very unpopular. The King, however, would not heed 
the protests of the man whom he desired to be his 
minister, and said, “ Go, mon cher, and talk with Bug- 
eaud”16 To Louis Philippes mind, only one thing 
more needed to be done that night and Paris would be 
quiet; the King must announce to the public the 
nomination of Thiers and Barrot. To this plan, the 
former objected, arguing that they had not yet con- 
stituted a Ministry. But, at the Kings insistence, he 
finally consented to an announcement to the effect that 
Thiers and Barrot had been asked to form à Cabinet.17 
As Thiers sat down to draw up the message, Louis Philippe 
took the paper from him, and said : “ No, I will be your 
secretary.” 1 

When the announcement had been written and de 
spatched to the Moniteur, King and prospective minister 
parted. The latter set out to find a Ministry during the 
carly morning hours. As he went on his way, he was not 
happy, for the interview at the Tuileries had convinced 
him that his sovercign was not really cognizant of the 
situation, and that he would never sincerely accept the 


351 


Google MIVERST ! 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


reforms that were being demanded. With the belief 
that Louis Philippe would use him and his friends to 
extricate himself from his difficulty, and, then, once secure, 
dismiss them, he set about his miserable task of collecting 
his colleagues 1? 

Ît was now about three o”clock, when, obedient to the 
King’s wish, he went to the Place du Carrousel to inter- 
view Bugeaud.® would be a trying scene, for Bugeaud 
was eager to become Minister of War, while Thiers was 
equally persueded that he could not be appointed. He #1 
sdmired the ability of the old General, fee he feared his 
unpopularity. He found the veteran war-house in a 
rage, ‘‘ déclamatoire comme d'habitude.” #* Here he 
had been appointed as Commander for two hours and he 
had not received a single order! He had not sixteen 
thousand men, and those that he had, were weary and 
demoralized from standing with knapsacks on their backs 
and in the mud for two days! ‘There was no fodder for 
the horses. However, “ J’aurau plaisir de tuer beaucoup 
de cette canaille et c’est toujours quelque chose” ** At 
Bugeaud’s, the news was not encouraging, and from his 
head-quarters, Thiers went to the house of Barrot, 
When he had received the lattes promise to accept 
ministerial portfolio, he proceeded to his own home.ï* 

At six o clock in the morning, the men whom he had 
summoned as his future colleagues, began to arrive at the 
Place Saint-Georges. When they entered, Thiers was 
carefully shaving, as was his habit, and he was as deliberate 
as usual about his toilet. This irritated Barrot, who said 
that Thiers and the King wasted time throughout that 
famous day of February 24.25 When Monsieur was care- 
fully and neatly arrayed, the informal Council began its 
deliberations. 

Barrot opposed Bugeaud's command. The others 
regretted it, but they were all in complete agreement in 
regard to the conditions for their acceptance of the 
King’s commission. These were, the dissolution of the 
Chamber, the adoption of Rémusat”s plan for electoral 
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reform, and a complete indifference as to foreign affairs.2® 
If these terms were accepted by the King, Thiers would 
become President of à Ministerial Council that was to 
include Barrot, Rémusat, Cousin, La Moricière, Duvergier 
de Hauranne, Billaut, Dufaure, and Passy? This group 
were s0 completely in accord, that they might have saved 
the Monarchy, had it not been for other factors of which 
they were already cognizant, and over which they were 
unable to establish their control. 

Just as they were setting out for the Tuileries, they 
learned of the effect of the announcement of Bugeaud's 
nomination. As they had feared, it had stirred up the 
more Radical sections of the Left, The Mairies of the 
arrondissements in the labour sections, Latin Quarter, and 
Boulevards had been scized by the populace. Flocon, 
Pyat, Louis Blanc, and Ledru-Rollin, who had made an 
effort to restrain the zeal of their excited followers, had 
lost control of them. At the same time, Thiers was 
informed that supplies and ammunition were lacking.2® 
It was with heavy hearts, that the candidates for a new 
Ministry resumed their journey to the Palace at seven 
o’clock.# 

Paris presented a very different aspect, and one much 
more ominous. Barricades were everywhere. ‘The mob, 
however, seemed to be friendly to the little group of 
Deputies. The erowds allowed them to pass through, 
crying, © Vive Barrot,” “ Vive Thiers,” but they also 
cried “ À bas Bugeaud,” and at that, Barrot began to 
weaken. When they arrived at the Louvre, they found 
steady firing going on between the infantry that was 
stationed there and the Republicans who had established 
themselves in the house oppotite it. In order to get his 
party by this barrage, Thiers had to go up to the officers 
and order them to cease firing. When, finally, they were 
able to pass and had reached the Tuileries, it was seven 
o’clock. The Deputies noted that there was hardly a 
sign of a guard in the courtyard. There, they met the 
Duc de Nemours and the Duc de Montpensier, who had 


D a 353 


Google VERS ! 


THIERS AND THE FRENCH MONARCHY 


been talking with Bugeaud about the lack of ammunition. 
The Princes told Thiers that they had sent to Vincennes, 
and that the troops would bring it up by the most direct 
road.® At this, Thiers held up his Ends in despair, for 
the road would take the troops through the very heart of 
the riot, and the people might be able to seize the precious 
cargo." This is exactly what happened. d the 
ammunition been brought up by river, it might have 
arrived safe and in time, 

When they reached the King”s Cabinet, there was a 
delay, for Louis Philippe was not yet up? At last, he 
came in; he looked hard at Duvergier de Hauranne of 
Reform banquet fame, and said: ‘Je les accepte tous. 
Verrons aux choses.” *# Thiers then informed the King 
of their terms. To the plan for the dissolution of the 
Chamber, Louis Philippe replied: “Imposible.” To 
the question of Bears removal demanded by Barrot, 
he, at first, demurred, and, finally, consented to a compro- 
mise that would associate La Moncière with him. Atthe 
same time, he agreed tothe suggestion to use the National 
Guard in Paris, and to concentrate the other troops 
outside the city, to be used in case of an emergency. 
The Council urged this policy because they felt that the 
National Guard was more popular, and its use by the 
Government would not have quite so much the appear- 
ance of an act of hostility against the people** These 
matters settled, Thiers then brought up the question of 
reform. The King hedged, half promised, and then, to 
the consternation of the Council, he arose and turned 
towards the door leading to his private apartments. 
Thiers arose, made a few steps forward to follow him. 
Louis Philippe slammed the door in his face. To add 
3e he perturbation of the gerilenen whom che King 
had lefr, two of them announced that they had glimps 
through the half-open door Guizot, who was surrounded 
by the women of the royal family. Guizot does not tell 
of his presence, but others relate it, and the evidence is 
sufficient to establish the fact.34 Three times, Louis 
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Philippe went into that room, and each time he returned 
from it more irresolute than before. 

Had Thiers desired to overthrow the Monarchy, here 
was the opportunity. He and his colleagues were not 
even comstituted as a Ministry, for all of their terms had 
not et been accepted, and the King had left them without 
a word. They could quite reasonably have put on their 
hats, and gone home to a breakfast that was long overdue. 
Instead, after they had recovered from their surprise, 
they debated what to do to save the Monarchy. The 
most immediate thing was to quiet the populace; this 
could only be accomplished by giving to them the proof 
that the King had consented to make concessions. Of 
this, the people were ignorant, for the Moniteur had been 
barricaded, and the proclamation that the King had 
written early in the morning, in the presence of Thiers, 
had not been circulated widely. As it was necessary to 
spread the news, Barrot consented to be 2 “walking 
placard,” and to go out on the Boulevards.’” The next 
thing was to give the people a proof of the King's pacific 
intentions ; this was done when Thiers, after deliberation 
with his friends, sent an order to Bugeaud to cease firing.3® 
Had the news of the Thiers-Barrot combination been 
spread earlier, disaster might have been averted, but it 
was too late. While Barrot was cordially received, he 
was not heeded, and, when Bugeaud, in obedience to 
orders, gramblingly withdrew his troops to the Place du 
Carrousel, the mob was free. It seized the Hôtel de 
Ville, and then began its march on the Tuileries. 

In the meantime the King had resumed his conversation 
with Thiers. The latter suggested that the King retire 
to St. Cloud with the regular troops, leaving the National 
Guard in Paris. Then, in case the Guard could not settle 
matters alone, Louis Philippe, with reinforcements from 
the provinces, could march on Paris on the morrow. The 
King appeared to consider the matter for a moment; 
then went again into that fatal room, from which he 
emerged irresolute.%® Upon his return, he announced 
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his intention of reviewing the National Guard. Had 
he reached this decision alone, or had he been advised 
by the retiring President who sat in the royal a] je 
mentsi Thereview was pathetic. With Thiers holdin, 

the bridle of his horse, he rode along the ranks of the 
Guardsmen, crying out that he had granted the reform. 
péage stopped the proceedings and returned to the 
Palace, discouraged and grey. He sat down at his desk, 
with Thiers at his side, onsieur Crémieux broke in 
upon them. He informed the King that the mob was 
nearing the Palais Royal, which was quite near the 
Tuileries, that Thiers” name was not strong enough 
to stop the mob, and that only Barrot could save him. 
Louis Philippe looked up at Thiers. The latter assented, 
and the King wrote out Barrot’s nomination. 

It was now about eleven o’clock and there was a brief 
time of suspense while they waited for news of Barrot. 
Meanwhile, the latter”s mission had failed and, fearing to 
draw the crowd that was following him to the Tuileries, 
Barrot set out for the Ministry of the Interior. About 
the same time, news reached the Palace that the insurgents 
had reached the Palais Royal, and that Arago, Lagrange, 
and other leaders had conceded to the people. Monsieur 
de Reims, who then arrived, informed Thiers that his 
family was safe, and also that the only resource that 
remained, scemed to be an abdication in favour of the 
Comte de Paris. The Duc de Nemours who had been 
watching the conversation, called Thiers over to him. 
“What is the news, what are you hearingi ” he asked. 
“ About the safety of my own family,” Thiers replied. 
But Nemours ersisted : “What about the people ? ” 
“ Nothing good,” was the reply.“ Can your informant 
be relied upon “2 “ Perfectly,” responded Thiers, At 
that, the Princewent to Monsieur de Reims andquestioned 
him. The latter finally told the Prince that he regarded 
an abdication in favour of the Comte de Paris as the only 

ible resource left them. At this, Nemours looked at 
Fiers and said, “ What say you, Monsieur Thiers? ” 
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The reply was decisive : “ I cannot venture, I cannot bear 
to talk on such a matter.” Nemours and Montpensier 
then approached the King to tell him that à terrible 
sacrifice was necessary. Louis Philippe looked up at 
Thiers and asked, “ Cher ami, que dites-vous ? ” Thiers 
did not speak. After a few minutes’ talk with his sons, 
the King went back into the room where the Queen, 
the Duchess of Orléans, the ladies of the Court, and 
Broglie and Guizot were gathered.t Finally, he issued 
from the Chamber, accompanied by Marie-Amélie, the 
Duchesse d'Orléans, and other members of his family. 
When he returned to the Cabinet, he could hear the voices 
outside crying: “L’abdication! l’abdication!” The 
Queen turned and said, “ You do not deserve so good 
a King”“ Thiers, unable to endurc the scene, left the 
room. He had reached the hall when someone ran after 
Him, calling, “ Come back! Come back! We want 
your advice for the King” As he turned, he caught sight 
of Émile de Girardin crying with the rest: “ Abdicate ! 
Abdicate 1” He saw Louis Philippe sign his abdication. 
Then he slipped from the room. He stayed in the 
vicinity of the Palace until the King and his family had 
escaped by the very route that he had suggested.45 
Then the little man stumbled blindly out of the court- 
yard. He fell into the hands of a mob that insulted him 
and threatened him. Later, he found himself at the 
Chamber in the Salle des Pas Perdus. Some of the 
Deputies tried to make him go in, but he turned on them 
and said: “ No, I will have nothing to do with you, your 
veniality, your subservience, your selfishness. Î will 
never again enter that den of iniquity.”** And he left 
them. He did not know that the Duchesse d'Orléans 
who had remained behind, was, at that very moment, in 
the Chamber.’ Only Barrot, of the two, saw her, and 
Barrot expected Lamartine to move the Regency. To 
his surprise, Lamartine did nothing of the sort, but moved 
for a Provisional Government, declaring the Monarchy 
dead.s5 
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In the meantime, Thiers, bewildered, had wandered 


out to the entrance, and there he met an acquaintance. 


“ He came up to me, led me aside and told me that 
he would be murdered by the mob, if I did not assist 
him to escape. I took him by the arm and begged 
him to go with me and to fear nothing. Monsieur 
Thiers wished to avoid the Pont Louis XV, for fear of 
meeting the crowd. We went to the Pont des 
Invalides, but when we got there, he thought he 
saw a gathering on the other side of the river, and 
refused to cross. We then made for the Pont 
d’Iéna which was free, and we crossed without any 
dificulty. When we reached the other side, Mon- 
sieur Thiers discovered some street boys shouting 
on the foundation of what was to have been the 
paire of the King of Rome, and, forthwith, turned 

wa the rue d'Auteuil, and made for the Bois de 
Boulogne. There, we had the good fortune to find 
a cabman who consented to drive along the boule- 
vards, to the neighbourhood of the Boulevard de 
Clichy, through which we were able to reach his 
house. During the whole jouer, and especially at 
the start, Monsieur Thiers seemed almost out of his 
senses, gesticulating, sobbing, uttering incoherent 
phrases. The catastrophe that he had just beheld, 
the future of his country, his own personal danger, all 
contributed to form a chaos amid which his thoughts 
struggled and strayed increasingly.” 4 


“This was the rôle that 1 played in this terrible 
catastrophe. Called when all was lost, I came, for my 
Honour's sale, to offer my useless presence to a d 
whose elevation I had beheld and whose downfa 
Lwould have prevented; I came, and I carried away 
with me only pain and sorrow.”—Thiers: Motes et 
Souvenirs, p. 60. 
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EPILOGUE. 


1 March, 1848. 

Lan fifty years old, and I have been allowed, or forced, 
to see three monarchies fall: those of Napoleon, of the 
old House of Bourbon, and of the younger house, 

These events affected profoundly my childhood, my 
youth, and my maturity. 

For what else am I now destined ? 

I have arrived at the age when life begins to darken, 
to lose its colour, and, above all else, to restrict itself; 
shall 1 be called upon to witness other catastrophes? I 
fear s0; in fact, L believe that 1 shall; but truly 1 shall 
never rience an g more strange, more sad, and 
more note than EE ee of the Enr of Orléans 
that I beheld, even 48 I had beheld its deraton. 

Avorpne Taies. 
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L Tuz principal sources for the study of Adolphe 
Thiers (1797-1848) are to be found at the Bibliothèque 
Nationale at Paris, the Bibliothèque Thiers at Paris, 
and the Musée Arbaud at Aix-en-Provence. At the 
Bibliothèque Nationale there is a large and important 
collection of Thiers’ er These Were presented to 
the Bibliothèque by Mademoïselle Dotne. The collec- 
tion contains the personal correspondence of Thiers with 
his friends and associates, and a great many letters 
addressed to him; but the letters are by no means all 
of them personal. Evidently Thiers, as President of the 
Council, was careful to have copies made of his official 
despatches and of the reports that he received from his 
envoys and agents. À careful comparison of the papers 
in the collection at the Bibliothèque Nationale with the 
official files at the Archives du istère des Affaires 
Étrangères reveals the fact that, with only a very few 
exceptions, the files of the Lestres Politiques de Thiers 
are practically complete. The period covered by this 
book is included in volumes 20,601-20,617, Fonds- 
nouvelles acquisitions françaises, Salle des Manuscrits, 
Bibliothèque Nationale. It should be noted, however, 
that the collection at the Nationale is very incomplete 
as far as the early part of Thiers’ life is concerned. 

The Biblothéque Thiers is the famous hôtel de la 
Place Saint-Georges that was left to the Institute: of 
France upon the death of Mademoiselle Dosne. It con- 
tains an invaluable collection of source material relative 
to the private and personal life of Thiers. Birth 
certificates, marriage Contracts, personal and political 
correspondence, contracts with editors and publishers, 
notes for the Histories of the Revolution, Art, Florence, 


362 








Google MERS ! 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


and other studies, annotated copies of the Mational, 
original manuscripts and copies of the earlier essays, and 
Thiers” own library, that contains many books with 
marginal notes made in his own hand. In addition, there 
is a very valuable series of notes prepared by Madame 
Dosne in anticipation of an autobiography that she had 
cted him to write. Another curious document is 
ademoiselle Dosne’s personal copy of Thuresu- 
Dangin's Histoire de La Monarchie de ‘fuillet, with cor- 
rections and refutations in her own hand. There is also 
a very complete jenography and complete files of the 
Archives Parlementaires, Moniteur, etc., and pamphlets. 

The Muséc Arbaud at Aix possesses about cighty letters 
covering the period 1797-1848, most of them relating 
to Thiers youth and experiences at Aix. These, 
together with a smaller collection at the Musée at 
je peue and certain letters published by F. Benoit 
in Le Correspondant for 1922, have made it possible to 
reconstruct almost in its éntirety the principal facts of 
his career before he came to Paris. 

Additional source material relative to Thiers may be 
found at the Archives Nationales in the files of the 
Ministry of the Interior, Police Générale (F7) and in 
the papers of the Ministère de la Justice, Direction des 
Affaires Criminelles (BB). These relate principally to 
the career of Thiers in Paris between his arrival there 
and the outbreak of the July Revolution, and his activities 
as Minister of the Interior. The Archives du Ministère 
des Affaires Étrangères contain files relating to the policies 
of Thiers in 1836 and in 1840, but most of this material 
is duplicated in che collection of the Bibliothèque 
Nationale. At the Château de Tocqueville there are 
some letters from Thiers that were communicated to me 
by the late Mr. Paul Lambert White. Corroborative 
material relative to the attitude of England in 1836 and 
1846, may be found in the correspondence of Palmerston 
and his agents, in the Public Records Office, London 
(P.R.O.F.0.). 
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